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INTRODUCTION 


IF  thofe  dileafes  which  have  beeit 
found  moft  dangerous  and  mortal  la 
their  effe^ls,  ought  principally  to  be  con- 
iidered  by  phylicians ;  none  will  more 
defervedly  claim  their  attention  than  tiie 
Child-bed  Fever  j  as  there  is  not,  perhaps, 
any  malady  to  which  the  human  body  is 
ilibje<fl,  where  powei-ful  remedies  of 
every  kind  have  been  tried  with  more 
diligence  and  lels  flicceis.  But,  fiirely, 
this  circumftance,  diicouraging  as  it  is, 

fliould 
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fliould  not  render  them  regardlefs  of  the 
event,  but  rathei^  increaie  their  fblicitude 
for  the  patients  fafety ;  and  induce  them 
to.  try  new  methods  of  cure,  fince  thole 
Iiitherto  adopted  have  frequently  failed. 

Whilfl  I  was  preparing  the  following 
ftieets  for  the  prels,  Dr.  Hulme  publifhed 
a  treatiie  on  the  fame  {libje(5l,  the  29th  of 
February  1772;  where  fome  points  of  doc- 
trine being  laid  down  as  new,  which  I  had 
repeatedly  advanced,  near  three  years  be- 
fore in  my  public  coiirfe  of  heBures  on  Midr 
wifery,  and  the  Difeafes  incident  to  Women  ;  I 
cannot,  without  injuflice  to  myfelf,  on  tliis 
occaiion,  omit  the  mention  of  the  following 
circumflances,  viz.  That  towards  the  end 
of  the  year  1769,  and  about  the  begin- 
ning of  1770,  I  attended  feveral  pati- 
ents who  laboured  tmder  the  Child-bed  Fe- 
ver, both  in  private  practice,  and  at  the^^- 
minfter  Lying-in  Hofpital ;  in  confequetice 
of  being  phyfician  to  that  chanty.         ; 

As 


INTRODUCTION.       9 

As  I  g2iYe  Lefiiires  on  the  theory  2ind  prac- 
tice of  mid-wifery  ;  I  thought  it  my  duty  to 
communicate  whatever  I  knew  on  that 
fiibjedl,  to  thofe  <yentlemen  who  did  me 
the  honoiu-  to  attend  txs  pupils  ;  and  there- 
fore, in  confequence  of  llich  observations 
as  the  daily  occurrences  of  different  cafes, 
and  the  frequent  inipec^ion  of  morbid 
bodies  afforded  meat  the  Hojpital^nd  eife- 
where,  I  took  the  liberty  to  advance  the 
following  paiticulars.|  Namely,  that  the 
omentum  was  the  part  principally  affecfted, 
having  generally  found  it  either  almoft 
totally  confiimed  and  melted  down  into  a 
thick  curd-like  pus,  or  partially  flippurated 
and  inflamed ;!  and  that  tliis  inflammation 
had  often  overlpread  the  liirface  of  the  in- 
teftines.  A  large  quantity  of  purulent 
whey-coloured  fluid  was  alfb  fotmd  in  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen  and  pelvis,  mixed 
with  fmall  clots  of  blood  and  curd-like 
matter. 

B  laHb 


Vo      INTRODUCTION. 

I  alfb  laid  it  clown,  as  my  opinion,  that 
tliis  fever  was  not  occafioned  by  a  tranF- 
lation  or  abibrption  of  corrupted  milk  from 
the  breails,  or  from  any  obflruc^ion  of 
the  putrid  lochia  ;  and  alfo  that  it  was  not 
'owing  to  an  inflammation  of  the  uterus,  or 
to  any  morbid  affo^on  of  that  organ,  as 
generally  believed  and  ailerted  by  diffe- 
rent authors  ;  and  therefore,  that  it  ought 
to  be  referred  to  other  caufes,  as  a  Dip- 
eafe  of  ti  peculiar  nature,  and  diffin^l  from 
alt  othelrs.— -However,  the  conformity  be^ 
tween  that  gentleman's  writings  and  mine, 
may  be  folely  confined  to  the  defcription 
■of  the  charafteriflic  Symptoms  of  the  dif- 
€afe,  -and  its  morbid  appearances  after 
'death;  in  both  wliich,  as  natui'e  is  ge- 
nerally uniform  SEfiid  coiifiitent  with  her- 
feif,  any  ^wo  authors  tranfcribing  from 
the  fatne  original  mufl  neceilarily  agree. 
But  in  what  relates  to  the  caufes  and 
cure  of  the  difeafe  j  fo  far  from  fitnilarity 

of 
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of  opinion,  no  doctrines  can  be  found 
more  oppofite  and  difllmilar. 

At  the  fame  time,  I  took  occaiion  to 
mention  an  alteration  of  tliis  article,  in 
my  Syllabus  of  heBiires^  having,  in  a  for- 
mer impreffion  (with  Uoffman)  called  it  the 
Uterine  Fever,  but  being  afterwards  con- 
vinced there  was  notliing  llridly  uterine 
in  that  complaint;  in  the  next  impreffion, 
A.  D.  1 77 1,  I  gave  it  the  name  of  the 
Acute  Fever,  peculiar  to  Women  afceir 
delivery. 

I  aKb  from  experience,  recommended 
early  and  copious  Bleedings  with  the  anti- 
phlogiftic  method,  in  preference  to  every 
tiling  elfe  which  I  had  feen  tried  in  the 
cure ; — and  as  a  confirmation  of  thefe 
fadls,  I  appeal  to  the  gentlemen  whole 
names  are  Hibjomed,  and  who  attended 
and  took  notes  at  the  feveral  public 
comies  of  my  Le^hires,  given  in  the  three 
ilicceeding  years  of  1770,  1771,  and 
1772 ;  in  which,  the  leveral  points  of 
B  2  doctrine 
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dodlrine  akeady  mentioned,  were  circum- 
flantially  and  repeatedly  laid  down. 

Beinir  not  a  little  fblicitous  for  the  re- 
covery  of  the  patients  entrufled  to  my  care, 
I  lj3ared  no  pains  in  giving  my  attendance 
by  every  poffible  opportunity,  and  alfo  had 
the  latisfa£lion  of  meeting  Dr.  James  Ford, 
a  gentleman  defervedly  eminent  for  his 
candor  and  fidll,  and  one  of  the  phyficians 
of  this  hoipital :  But  although  we  frequent- 
ly confulted  what  was  bell  to  be  done,  and 
tried  various  methods  and  medicines  for 
their  relief,  our  befl  endeavours  to  that 
end,  often  proved  inefFecfhial. 

It  grieved  me  to  find,  that  fo  many  wo- 
men died  of  this  defcruclive  Fever ;  but 
fince  there  was  reafon  to  believe  it  was  at 
firll  imperfedly  imderilood,  I  flill  had 
hopes  that  by  time  and  oblervation,  it 
might  admit  of  more  certainty  in  the  cure, 
and  become  lefs  formidable.  I  therefore, 
made  it  a  rule  to  commit  to  paper  the  fe^ 
veral  lymptoms  and  cireimiilancest  in  the 

order 
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order  they  occurred,  and  alfo,  tlie  daily 
and  hourly  changes  wliicb  happened  at 
different  periods  of  the  difeafe ;  as  far  as 
opportunity  would  allow  me,  either  from 
my  own  atteildance  on  the  fick,  or  the  in- 
formation of  the  Matron  or  Nurfesmmy 
ablence.  I  noted  down  then*  degree  of 
violence  and  time  of  duration,  as  exactly 
as  poffible,  and  alfo,  whether  the  patient 
became  better  or  wode,  in  confequence 
of  fuch  particular  fymptons  as  appeared 
from  time  to  time. 

Thele,  the  x'eader  may  depend  upon  as 
lb  many  Facis,  or  clinical  Minutes,  wMch 
I  collecled  as  materials  for  a  liiftory  of  the 
difeafe;  and  as  for  the  dedudions  or  prac- 
tical inferences  ariling  from  them,  they 
are  llibmitted  to  the  judgment  and  can- 
dor of  the  medic?cl  reader,  as  matter  of 
opinion ;  to  be  confirmed  or  con'efted,  as 
they  may  be  fomid  to  correlpond  with 
obiervation  and  future  experience. 

The 
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The  gx'eat  variety  of  opinions  prevail- 
ing among  ipeculative  men,  in  what  re- 
lates to  the  origin  and  cure  of  difeaies,  is 
a  convincing  proof  of  the  fallibility  of  the 
human  iTiind.— -The  fubje(^l  of  Phyfic  is 
attended  with  fo  many  diffici^dties,  that 
we  frequently  deal  in  probable  conje<fb.u'es 
rather  than  certain  truths  ;  and  tliis  wHl 
always  be  the  cafe  in  every  Icience  where 
1b^  little  can  be  decided  by  demonftration 
and  acfbual  experiment,  and  where  die  reft 
depends  upon  the  caprice  of  ourreaibning 
faculties;  wliich  are  fo  infenilbly  pervert- 
ed, and  as  it  were  led  captive  by  the  early 
prejudices  of  education,  and  the  reigning 
cuftoms  of  countries ;  that  things  thus 
feen  tlirough  different  mediums,  muft 
necell^'iiy  ftrike  our  fenfes  very  diiierent- 
ly,  dio'  in  their  own  nature,  they  are  uni- 
formly the  fame. 

Reipe<51ing  the  moll  powerful  remedies, 
as  Gpiumy  mercury  and  the  hark,  ilich  is  the 
oppoiition  of  fentiments  concerning  their 

ufe. 
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nfe,  that  one  would  almofl  be  tempted  to 
conclude,  there  was  no  true  flandard ;  no 
leading  and  unerrmg  principles,  by  which 
to  determine,  either  the  efFeft  of  medi- 
cines, or  the  nature  and  event  of  difeales. 

The  diviiion  of  difeafes  into  putrid  and 
inflammatory  however  limple"  and  neceflary 
it  may  appear,  has  been  produ(^ive  of 
much  diilention  and  cavil  among  pra^H- 
tioners ;  but  had  they  been  lels  violent  in 
contending  about  mere  words,  and  more 
accurate  in  pointing  out  the  true  marks 
•wliich  conilitute  the  difference  in  thofs 
two  clafles  of  difeales,  they  would  have 
deferved  better  of  the  profeflion,  and  the 
public. 

With  fome,  almoft  every  diforder  is 
fuppofed  to  be  pf  the  putrid  kind ;  and 
therefore,  Cordials,  the  Bai-k,  and  other 
antifeptics  are  d^xtdicd  as  the  fbvereign 
remedies  ;  and  he  that  fliould  ventm*e  to 
dired;  bleeding,  would  run  the  riique  of 
being  called  an  executioner,  rather  than 

a  phy- 
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a  pliyfician*  On  the  other  hand,  many  in 
our  own  country,  but  eipecially  in  France^ 
and  the  wanner  climates,  look  upon  moil 
Diieafes   as  inflammatory ;    and  flippoie, 
that  nothing  is  £o  requifite  and  efFecftual  in 
their  Cm^e,  as  Bleeding,  Evacuations,  and 
plentiful  Dilution;  and  the  methods  re- 
commended by  the   former,   in  the  very 
lamb  fort  of  cafes,  are  deemed  no  better 
than  rank  poifons.     Where  Men  ar^  thus 
enflaved  by  cuflom,  or  actuated  by  blind 
zeal,  they  often  err  in  violent  extremes,  and 
ailert  their  opinions  with  as  much  confi- 
dence as  if  there  was  not  even  a  poflibility 
of  being  miflaken; — ^but,    what   is  ftill 
worfe,  they  fometimes  refled:  on  one  ano- 
ther in  terms  the  moft  illiberal  and  unjul^ 
tillable,  to  the  difcredit  of  the  Profeffion, 
and  the  injury  of  each  other's  reputation. 
Which  way  are  we  to  turn,  where  rocks^ 
lie  on  cite  fide,    and  quick-fands  on  the 
other  I 
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Nothing  has  been  fb  great  an  obflacle 
to  the  improvement  of  fcience,  as  the  par- 
tiality, or  obfequious  regard,  wliich  men 
have  been  apt  to  pay  to  great  authorities ; 
for,  whilfl  they  difregai'd  the  tellimony  of 
their  own  lenfes,  and  weakly  or  indolently 
aflent  to  tilings  as  right,  on  the  credit  of 
others,  they  are  feldom  at  much  trouble  to 
examine  whether  they  are  really  fo  or  not; 
and  errors  early  adopted,  are  either  reluc- 
tantly corredled,  or  at  laft,  take  fiich  a  total 
pofleffion  of  the  mind,  that  they  become 
habitual,  and  are  retained  ever  after. 

Much  relpedl  is  certainly  due  to  all  Hich 
Authors  as  have  let  down  with  candor  and 
truth,  whatever  they  knew  in  the  Cure  of 
DHeales ;  but  very  often,  inftead  of  plain 
matter  of  fad:,  the  Reader  is  prefentefl 
with  llich  a  medley  of  reality  and  fiftion, 
partly  from  books  ; — ^the  Author's  iniagi^ , 
nation,  and  the  Dileafe  itfclf ;  that  when 
he  has  perufed  the  whole,  he  is  as  much 
at  a  lofs  as  ever  how  to  proceed  in  pra(flice, 

C  Of 
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Of  late,  indeed,  medical  writers  have 
happily  withdrawn  themfelves  from  the 
Faiiy-latid  of  hypothefis  and  conjeclm'e; 
and,  inflead  of  deviating  from  the  folid 
path  of  nature,  as  many  of  them  had  for^ 
merly  done,  are  now  principally  guided 
by  obfervation  and  prat^ical  experience. 
•  Thofe  who  mean  to  get  ufeful  know^ 
ledge,  wiH  therefore  do  well,  to  take  their 
information  from  the  living  body,  by  every 
opportunity  of  attending  the  fick ;  this 
will  be  going  to  the  foun^tain^head,  and 
reading,  as  it  were,  from  the  ample  vo^ 
Jume  of  Nature  itfelf ;  where  the  true  Hate 
of  the  cliieale  will  more  clearly  unfold  it- 
felf to  the  diligent  obferver  ;  the  efFedl  of 
medicines  will  be  better  known,  and  the 
methed  of  cure,  will,  from  thence,  be* 
come  more  certain  and  confiftent. 

In  the  liiftory  of  a  diieafe,  the  feveral 
f)'mptonis  ought  to  be  fet  down  with  fim- 
plicity  and  clearneis,  exaftly  as  they  pre^ 
fent  themfelvesj,  without  any  innovation, 

.    CQnie<^lii^e5 


INTRODUCTION.       I9 

conje^lui-e,  or  falTe  colouring ;  wliich^ 
having  nothing  to  do  with  reality,  -would 
corrupt  and  adulterate  the  whole,  and 
render  it  a  mere  recital  of  opinions  and 
flirmifes,  rather  than  a  genuine  defcrip« 
tion  of  the  dUeafe  itfelf.  A  diftinclion 
fhould  alfo  be  made  between  fuch  fymp- 
toms  as  uniformly  appear  in  the  begin- 
ning, and  are,  as  it  were,  the  immediate, 
offspring  of  the  difeale  ;  and  thofe  which 
are  only  occafioned  by  the  difference  of 
conftitution,  age,  climate,  or  errors  in 
diet :  The  firft  ought  to  be  coniidered  as 
the  true  and  infeparable  pathognomonic  fignsy 
which  denote  its  nature  and  tendency, 
and  from  which  the  indication  of  Cure  is 
chiefly  to  be  taken ;  the  laft,  only  as  ac- 
cidental changes  not  fb  much  to  be  re- 
garded. 

The  ftate  of  the  air,  together  with  the 
patient's  age  and  habit  of  body,   (liould 
be  mentioned ;  and   the   effect  of  medi- 
cines adminif lered  at  diiferent  times,  whe- 
C  2  ther 
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ther  good  or  bad,  fliould  alfo  be  faithflilly 
and  candidly  let  down,  and  diflinguiflied 
from  the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  or 
from  fimple  efforts  of  nature ;  wliich, 
happily  for  the  patient,  are  fbmetimes  ilich 
as  flu'momit  every  obflacle  to  a  cure. 

An  accurate  exammation  of  the  affed:ed 
parts  after  death,  by  leading  to  the  feat  of 
the  difeafe,  alio  tends  to  perfedl  its  hiflory, 
and  alfifl  in  tlirowing  light  on  the  cure ; 
and  this  wiU  always  be  moft  necell^ry  in 
dangerous  and  uncommon  cafes,  where 
powerful  medicines  have  been  tiied  in 
vain.  By  attending  to  thofe  morbid  ap- 
pearances, which  have  an  intimate  rela- 
tion to  fuch  fymptoms  as  were  imperfect- 
ly underflood,  we  proceed  from  effe^ls  to 
their  caufes,  which  could  never  be  done 
with  fe>  much  certainty  by  regarding  the 
Hgns  of  the  difeafe  only.  For  inftance, 
it  did  not  appear  obvious  from  the  fymp- 
toms of  the  Child-bed  Fever ^  that  the  onmi- 
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tum^  rather  than  the  uterus  or  intejliites^ 
was  the  part  principally  affedled. 

But  altho'  the  opemng  of  bodies  may 
afford  much  information,  yet  falfe  infe- 
rences have  often  been  made  from  them ; 
for,  all  ilich  morbid  appearances,  as  there  is 
reaibn  to  believe  did  not  exift  till  long  af- 
ter the  invafion  of  the  dileaie,  ought  to 
be  looked  upon  as  fb  many  conlequences, 
and  not  the  caufes  of  it. 

The  feat  of  difeafes  is  often  apparent, 
the*  their  caufes  are  frequently  too  remote 
for  the  difcovery  of  the  moft  acute  and  ac- 
curate obferver.  But  notwithflandinij 
many  changes  are  produced  in  the  living 
body,  for  which  na  adequate  or  fatisfacfto- 
ry  reafbn  can  be  aHigned,  yet  there  ai'e 
fome  certain  appearances  which  almoft  uni- 
formly fiicceed  one  another.  For  inftancej 
pain,  from  whatever  caufe  it  may  arife,  if 
violent,  will  produce  fpafin,  fever,  and  in- 
flammation ;  and  thefe  are  often  followed 
by  fome  critical  evacuation;  which  is  Cdu- 

tary ; 
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taiy ;  or  where  that  is  wanting,  by  an  ab- 
fcels  or  gangrene,  wliich  falling  on  the  vital 
parts,  will  render  the  difeafe  incurable.  This 
has  often  been  the  cafe  in  the  Child-bed 
Fever,  and  therefore,  Hich  an  unfavour- 
able termination  ought,  if  podible,  to  be 
prevented  by  evacuations,  and  the  admini- 
ftration  of  Rich  medicines  as  tend  to  carry 
oiF  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe  by  fome  of  the 
natural  iecretions. 

Sydenham  has  obferved,  that  the  fever 
wliich  follows  a  flippreflion  of  the  lochia, 
fometimes  changed  its  type  to  that  wliich 
prevailed  in  the  epidemical  feafbn. 

That  women,  after  delivery,  are  more 
difpoied  to  fever  at  one  time  than  ano- 
ther, accordina;  to  the  conftitution  of  the 
ail',  cannot  be  doubted ;  conlidering  its 
great  influence  on  valetudinary  habits, 
and  on  dileaies  in  general;  but  parti- 
cularly the  fhtall-pox,  epidemical  dyfentery, 
and.  ulcerated  fore  throat,  wliich  not  only 
become  i^iore   frequent,    but   alio   more 

latal, 


INTRODUCTION.       23 

fatal,  as  the  sur  changes  from  a  healthy  to 
a  malignant  ftate. 

The  great  plague  in  London,  A.  D. 
1636,  which  laded  twelve  years,,  was  more 
or  leis  fatal  at  different  periods  ;  viz.  in 
eight  years,  one  with  another,  two  thou- 
sand people  died  yearly,  and  never  lefs 
than  eight  huncked  in  one  year ;  which 
Ihews  that  the  contagion  and  its  mortal 
effedls,  depended  as  much  upon  the  Hate 
of  the  air  as  on  the  difeale  itfelf.  This 
circumftance  is  ftiU  more  clearly  proved  by 
the  great  dilproportion  of  deaths  in  dif- 
ferent weeks  ;— the  number  in  one  week 
increafing  from  one  hundred  and  eighteen, 
to  nine  hundred  and  twenty-fevcn  in  the 
next;  and  in  another,  decreaiing  from 
nine  hundred  and  ninety'-three,  to  two 
hmidred  and  fifty-eight ;  and  from  that 
number,  then  again  increafing,  in  the 
very  next  week,  to  eight  himdred  and 
fifty-two  *. 

How 

*  Vide,  Grant  on  the  Bills  of  Mortality, 
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How  difeales  are  produced  Or'  influen- 
ced by  die  obvious  qualides  of  die  air,  it 
is  difficult  to  determine,  notwitliflanding 
all  that  has  been  faid  on  the  effects  of 
heat  and  cold,  moiflui^e  and  drynefs,  or 
the  winds  blowing  from  particular  quar* 
ters  at  certain  feafbns,  with  different 
degrees  of  violence ;  feeing,  that  very 
fiidden  changes  of  the  weather,  from  one 
extreme  to  another,  do  frequently  happen, 
without  producing  any  dHeafes  of  the 
malignant  or  epidemical  kind.  In  like 
manner,  a  defect  in  the  natural  fecre- 
tions,  the  violent  paffions  of  the  mind, 
or  errors  in  diet,  do  at  one  time  occafion 
a  fever,  and.  not  at  another ;  wliich  evi- 
dently fliews  that  the  firfl  caufe  of  dip 
eafes,  whatever  it  is,  acls  more  or  lefs 
powerftilly,  as  the  natui'al  temperament 
of  the  body  concm-s  to  increale  or  di- 
minifli  its  effe^ls. 

In  the  year  1746,   during  the  winter 
£e^on,  a   difeaie  of  the  epidemical  kind 

was 
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was  dbierved  to  prevail  with  great  vio- 
lence among  lying-in  women  *.  It  began 
with  a  diarrh(say  followed  by  pains  in 
the  abdomen ;  the  lochia  did  not  appear 
at  their  due  time,  and  the  belly  became 
hardy  tenfe  and  painflil ;  the  head  was 
alio  afFed:ed  with  pain,  and  fometimes  a 
cough  attended :  About  the  third  or  fourth 
day  after  delivery,  the  breafls  which  uilially 
about  that  time  were  filled  with  milk,  be- 
came flaccid,  and  about  the  fifth  or  leventh 
day  the  patient  frequently  died. 

Poor  women  delivered  in  Holpitals,  were 
obferved  mofl  lubjecft  to  this  diieaie  ;  and 
in  the  month  of  February  it  became  fo  ex^ 
tremely  dangerous  and  epidemical,  that 
Icarcely  one  in  twenty  efcaped  it. 

When  the  bodies  of  the  deceafed  were 
opened,  we  are  told,  that  coagulum  laBis 
was  found  adhering  to  the  exterior  liirface 
of  the  inteftines,  2Xid  fcrwn  laBeum  contained 
in  the  abdomen.     In  Ibmc,  the  fame  kind 

*  Acad,  des  Sciences  i'aii.  1746,  in  4tp  Mem.  p.  160. 

D  of 
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of  fluid  was  coHecled  in  the  cavity  of  the 
hreaft.  The  Jiomach,  intejlines  and  uterus, 
had  undergone  inflammation ;  and  in 
many,  the  ovaria  appeared  diieafed  and 
flippurated. 

The  difeafe  here  mentioned  feems  to 
have  been  occafioned  by  a  morbid  affec- 
tion of  the  uterus  ;  and  therefore,  may  be 
coniidered  as  very  different  from  that 
hereafter  to  be  defcribed. 

If  the  deaths  of  child-bed  women  de- 
pended upon  the  fame  caufes  as  thofe 
which  proved  mortal  in  the  linall-pox,  dy- 
lentery,  and  reigning  fevers  of  the  feaibn, 
as  there  was  great  reafbn  to  fiippofe  ;  thi^ 
circumftance  could  never  have  been  fb 
truly  known,  as  by  examining  the  Bills 
of  Mortality,  and  remarking  how  far  the 
deaths  under  the  article  Child-bed,  kept  pace 
with  thofe  ariiing  from  tlie  above  diieafes* 
But  thefe  bnis  are  regulated  with  fo  little 
care  and  exaftnefs,  either  in  reiJDied:  to  the 
^ieafes  themfelves,   or  the.  numbers  laid 

to 
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to  die  of  them;  that  it  would,  from  thence, 
be  extremely  difficult  to  determine  this 
matter  in  a  latisfadloiy  manner.  The 
yearly  bills  would  by  no  means  be  {liffici- 
ent  to  do  it ;  becauie,  although  a  greater 
than  uflial  number  might  die  in  the  epide- 
mical feaibn ;  yet,  in  the  flibfcquent  months, 
wliich  make  up  the  year,  and  wliich  gene- 
rally prove  more  healthy,  the  proportion 
of  deaths  might  chance  to  be  lefs  ;  which, 
upon  the  whole,  taking  one  year  with 
another,  would  occafion  but  very  little  dif- 
ference. I  therefore  regularly  procured 
the  weekly  bills  of  mortality,  during 
the  whole  time  of  the  Child-bed  Fever, 
in  order  to  alcertain  this  matter  more 
exad:ly. 

In  the  months  of  January,  Fehnmry  and 
beginning  of  March,  the  diieafe  prevailed 
with  uncommon  violence,  and  was  evi- 
dently epidetnical  in  different  parts  of  the 
town ;  although  on  comparing  the  num- 
ber of  deaths  occalioned  by  it,  with  thole 
D  z  ariiing 
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ariflng  from  the  epidemics  of  the  feafbii ;  I 
did  not  find  that  eorrefJDondence  wliich  at 
firft  I  expecHied*  However,  the  great  dif^ 
ference  in  the  number  of  women  who  died 
in  the  year  1770,  compared  with  that  of 
the  preceding  year  1 769,  or  the  fubfequent 
year  1771,  fufticiently  and  clearly  proves 
that  this  fever  was  epidemical  in  the  firft : 
The  number  of  deaths  in  the  yearly  bills  of 
mortality  for  the  cides  of  London  and  Weft- 
minjler,  under  this  article,  Were  as  follows : 
From  December  the  13th,  1768,  to  De- 
cember the  1 2th,  1769,  died  in  Child- 
bed, one  hundred  and  eighty-five.  From  De- 
cember the  1 2th,  1769,  to  December  the 
nth,  1770,  died,  two  hundred  and  feven- 
ty  ;  and  from  December  the  nth,  1770, 
to  December  the  loth,  1771,  died,  one 
hnndred  and  fevcnty-'two.  So  that  in  the 
year  1770,  compared  with  the  other  two, 
the  number  of  deaths  was  very  near 
a  third  part  more ;  and  as  this  increafe 
of  number  did  not   happen  uniformly, 

throughout 
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throughout  the  year,  but  Vv'as  chiefly 
brought  about  m  that  half  of  it,  wliich 
commenced  witli  December,  and  ended 
with  May;  it  is  flill  more  evident,  that 
it  could  arile  from  no  other  canfe  than  a 
malignant  conftitution  of  the  air« 

But  altho'  it  was  proper  and  neceflary 
to  niendon  the  bills  of  mortality  as  a  ftan- 
dard  to  which  the  reader  might  be  referred; 
if  I  might  be  allowed  to  form  a  conjedlui'c 
of  the  mortality  of  diis  dileale,  by  what  oc- 
cmTed  to  me,  as  well  as  feveral  others  of 
the  profeffion,  with  whom  I  frequently 
converfed  on  tliis  lubje6l ;  I  fliouid  have 
no  doubt,  but,  at  leaft,  half  as  many  more 
women  died  of  it,  as  thole  mentioned  ij^i 
the  bills  of  mortality ;  which  inftead  of 
being  let  down  under  the  article  Gnld-hcd 
Fever y  were  indifcriminately  placed  to  the 
account  of  flux,  -pkurijy,  or  fome  odier 
diibrder. 

It  is  a  public  misfortime  that  thole  bills 
^'j^  continue  to  be  kept  in  flich  a  manner 

as 
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ias  to  defeat  their  original  intention,  and  to 
render  all  calculation  in  tliis  matter  vague 
and  indeterminate. 

Some  years  ago,  an  application  wa^ 
made  to  parliament  by  the  company  of 
parifli  clerks,  fetting  forth  the  neceffity  of 
keeping  an  exadl;  regifler  of  births ^  burials^ 
and  rnarriagesy  in  all  the  parifties  through*' 
out  England ;  inftead  of  the  prefent  one 
inclndln^  chriftenings  and  burials  only,  as 
confined  to  the  parifhes  witliin  the  bills 
of  mortality  for  the  cities  of  London  and 
Weftminfief\  Had  this  application  been 
duly  attended  to,  and  ilipported  by  par- 
liament ;  many  great  and  obvious  advan- 
tages would  have  been  the  confequences 
of  it ;  for  the  healthy  or  unhealthy  ftate  of 
the  air  at  certain  times  and  places,  might 
from  tiience  have  been  more  exacflly  as- 
certained ;  as  well  as  the  increaie  of  po- 
pulation, in  wliich  the  ftrength  of  every 
nation  coniifts, 

f 
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SECTION    L 

The  Uiftory  of  the   Child-hed  Fever,  deduced 

from   the  Symptoms  of  that  Difeafe,  taken 

from  the  living  Body,  and  from  an  Examina-'- 

tion  of  its  morbid  Appearances  after  Death; 

together  with  its  Nature  and  Caufes,  as  re^ 

fuhingfrom  the  preceding  Uiftory, 

AS  it  appears  that  women,  after  deli^ 
very,  are  more  fubjed:  to  fevers 
during  a  diftemperature  of  the  air ;  I 
have,  previous  to  the  hiftory  of  the  diJp^ 
eafe,  iubjoined  a  iliort  account  of  the 
weather  ;  with  a  view  to  Ihew  how  far  the 

fymptoms 
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lymptoms  might  be  incrcaied  or  abated  by 
its  influence,  during  thofe  months  in  wliich 
it  was  found  moft  epidemical. 

Air  is  fb  ellential  to  the  exiftence  of  all 
animals,  that  the  want  of  it  only  for  a 
few  muiutes  is  deflru^^ive  to  life.  It  not 
only  ails  conilantly  on  the  lurface  of  their 
bodies  by  its  preffure,  but  is  aMb  continu- 
ally taken  into  the  lungs  by  relpii'ation  :  and 
therefore,  it  is  no  wonder  the  health  ihould 
be  fo  varioufty  afFefted  by  it,  as  its  qua- 
lities are  changed  and  become  more  oriels 
lalutary.  The  diieafes  wliich  are  endemial 
in  particular  coimtries,  depend  principal- 
ly upon  this  circumftance ;  but  human 
bodies  being  alio  often  aiFecled  by  intem- 
perance, and  the  paifions  of  the  mind ; 
thofe  acute  diflempers  which  Ibmetimes 
rage,  for  a  time,  with  uncommon  violence, 
among  brute  animals  living  in  the  open 
fields,  and  in  a  flate  of  nature,  are  more 
evident  proofs  of  its  powerful  influence. 
The  fxrfl  {hews  that  the   atmofphere  of 

particular 
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particular  places,  is  at  all  times  more  or 
leis  unwhoHbme ;  the  lafl,  that  die  atmoP 
phere  in  general,  may  become  fo  for  a 
time,  from  a  variety  of  natural  caules^ 
which  notwithilanding  are  fo  obfcure,  that 
they  would  fcarcely  be  known  to  exill, 
was  it  not  for  their  efFed:s  *. 

A  fliort  account  of  the  weather,  from 
Oftober  1769,  to  the  end  of  May,  1770, 

The  month  of  Oftober  commenced 
with  fine  clear  weather,  the  wind  in  mo- 
derate breezes  being  cliiefly  at  N.  N.  E. 
From  the  5th  to  the  8th,  it  was  bleak  and 
cold,  with  fome  rain.  From  the  9th  to 
the  13  th,  the  days  were  clear  and  frofty, 
with  foggy  nights  and  mornings  ;  the 
wind  being  fii'll  wefterly,  and  afterwards 
fhifting  fromW.  to  E.  and  then  to  E.  N. 
E.  From  thence,  to  the  25t}i,  moid  and 
mild  weather,  the  wind  being  variable ; 
a  day  or  two  of  frofl  then  liicceeded,  and 
E  the 

*  Here,  It  is  only  a  tribute  due  to  merit,  to  apprize  the 
reader  of  many  curious  and  interefting  difcoveries  on  the 
properties  of  different  kinds  of  air,  lately  publifhed  by  the 
ingenious  Dr.  FrieJI/ej/, 
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the  month  ended  with  mifling  rain  and 
niild  weather. 

November  began  with  mild  weather, 
and  fome  fmart  Ihowers ;  till  the  8th  it 
was  warm,  moift  and  gloomy,  the  wind 
being  chiefly  at  S.  S.  W. ;  the  remainder 
of  the  month  was  extremely  variable,  the 
nights  being  frofty  and  the  days  fometimes 
clear  and  bright,  and  at  other  times  over- 
caft  with  clouds,  attended  with  mifling 
rain ;  the  wind  iliifting  to  all  points  of 
the  compals,  but  cliiefly  to  W,  S.  W. 

December  commenced  with  frofty  clear 
days  and  foggy  nights,  the  wind  being  va- 
riable ;  to  the  8th,  the  weather  in  general 
was  clear,  but  fometimes  foggy  with  miP 
ling  rain,  the  wind  being  then  cliiefly  at 
S.  and  E.  S.  E.  with  continual  tranlitions 
from  one  extreme  to  another,  viz.  from  a 
clear  frofty  air  to  cloudy  damp  weather 
with  milling  rain  ;  and  towards  the  end? 
froft  with  fleet  and  fhow  ;  the  wmd  to  tlie 
2  2d  being  moftly  at  W»  and  S.  S.  W.  and 

afterwards- 
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afterwards  it  bio  wed  from  the  N.  to  die 
N.  N.  W. 

January  began  with  moifl  weather,  and 
a  thick  atmolphere  till  the  4th,  on  which 
day  there  was  a  fall  of  iho^v,  the  wind 
being  chiefly  at  W.  N.  W.  andN.  N.  W  ; 
to  the  nth,  finart  frofty  weather,  with 
large  quantities  of  fnow,  the  wind  at  N» 
N.  .E.  and  N.  N.  W.  From  thence  to  the 
17th,  it  was  fair  and  rainy,  bright  and 
foggy  by  turns  ;  on  the  i8th,  a  cold  froil 
began,  with  a  large  fall  of  lliow,  the 
wind  at  N.  E ;  from  thence  to  the  28th, 
mild,  but  variable,  the  wind  being  cMefly 
at  S.  or  W.  S.  W.  with  moifl  gloomy  wea^ 
ther,  which  concluded  the  month. 

February  began  with  fine  weather, 
wliich  continued  to  the  6th,  the  wind 
cliiefly  at  S.  W.  from  thence  to  the  8th, 
fliowers  of  rain  and  fnow,  with  a  fi  ofl, 
and  the  wind  at  N,  To  the  17th,  change- 
able moifl  weather,  the  wmds  cliiefly  at  S. 
or  S.  W.  On  the  i8th,  alternate  fhowers 
E  a  of 
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of  hail,  liiow  and  rain ;  from  thence  to 
the  2  2d,  variable ;  to  the  25th,  cold  and 
bleak,  with  frofl  and  fbrae  fnow;  the 
wind  being  ftationary  at  N.  N.  E  ;  to  the 
end,  the  weather  was  cold,  moift  and 
cloudy,  and  the  wind  chiefly  at  S.  W. 
and  S. 

March  commenced  with  moift  hazy 
weather,  and  a  mild  temperature  of  the 
air,  with  gleams  of  fon-Hiine,  wliieh  con- 
tinued to  the  7th ;  the  wind  continually 
fhifting.  To  the  14th,  it  was  cold  and 
gloomy,  with  confiderable  quantities  of 
rain,  the  wind  chiefly  at  N.  E;  from 
thence  to  the  29th,  fliarp  froft,  with  levere 
cold  winds,  ^nd  alternately,  large  falls  of 
fhow,  and  ihpw^rs  of  fleet  and  hail ;  the 
wind  chiefly  at  E^.  N.  E,  This  month 
endecl  with  a  thaw  ar^d  fome  r^in,  the  wind 
then  blowing  frpm  the  Ibuth, 

April  began  witl^  rainy  weather,  and 
heavy  fhowers  of  hall  and  fleet,  the  wind 
chiefly  at  W,  and  W.  S.  W  j  from  the  8th 

tQ 
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to  the  14th,  cold,  bleak,  wet  weather, 
with  more  Ihow  and  hail,  the  wind  being 
ilationary  at  N.  N.  E ;  from  thence  to  the 
20th,  fine  weather,  but  jQiowery ;  the 
wind  at  W.  and  W.  S.  W.  This  month 
concluded  with  fevere  wet  weather. 

May  commenced  with  exceilive  cold 
rainy  weather,  and  frequent  fliowers  of 
fiiow  and  hail,  the  ^mnd  at  N.  N.  E.  and 
N,  N.  W.  From  the  4th  to  the  8th,  it 
changed  to  the  S.  and  W.  S.  YJ,  with  cold 
heavy  rains ;  from  thence  to  the  1 6th, 
the  weather  in  general  was  fine,  with  ibme 
thtmder  fhowers ;  to  the  25th,  cold,  un- 
fettled  weather,  and  towards  the  end  of 
the  month,  it  was  moifl  and  hazy,  the 
wind  being  at  E.  N.  E« 

Hippocrates  obfer\TS,  that  a  mild  rainy 
winter,  fiicceeded  by  northerly  winds  in 
the  fpring,  was  dangerous  to  pregnant 
women  *.  Agreeable  to  tliis  obfervation ; 
in  the  winter  months,  when  the  Cliild-bed 

Fever 

f  De  Aere,  Locis  et  Aquis- 
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Fever  began,  the  weather  was  obferved  to 
be  remarkably  mild  and  moift,  with  a 
warmer  temperature  of  the  air  than  was 
natural  to  the  leafon ;  and  tliis  was  flic- 
ceeded  by  cold  bleak  winds  in  the  f]3riiig', 
wliich  were  very  mifiiendly  both  to  animals 
and  vegetables. 

About  the  14th  of  March,  1770,  a 
fliarp  jErofl  commenced,  with  large  falls  of 
iiiow,  and  alternate  iliowers  of  fleet  and 
hail,  the  wind  being  at  North-eaft :  This 
weather,  wliich  was  uncommonly  fevere, 
lafted  till  near  the  end  of  the  month,  at 
wliich  time  the  malignant  force  of  the 
Cliild-bed  Fever  feemed  to  abate ;  for  al- 
tho'  ieveral  women  were  affcfted  with  it  at 
the  Hojpitaly  fbon  after  that  time ;  only  two 
of  them  died,  namely,  y^nn  Simms,  who  was 
ieized  with  it  before  the  froil  began,  and 
Am  Deufe,  who  died  the  29tli  of  the  fame 
month,  jufl  at  the  commencement  of  the 
thaw.  The  attack  of  the  cold  fit  was  lefs 
violent,  and  the  flibfequent  febrile  fymp- 

toms 
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toms  much  more  mild  and  favourable. 
The  pulfe  was  neidier  fo  quick  or  weak, 
nor  was  die  fickneis  and  vomiting  fo 
great ;  and  inftead  of  being  followed  as 
ullial,  with  pains  in  the  bowels  and  gii- 
ping  bilious  ftools,  the  diarrhoea  was  mo- 
derate ;  the  puKe  rofe  in  ftrength,  and  a 
warm  fweat  broke  out  aU  over  the  body. 
Belides,  the  lecretion  of  milk  was  feldom 
interrupted,  but  continued  plentifLil; 
wliich,  in  general,  may  be  looked  upon 
as  a  favourable  fign. ;  at  leafl,  it  jfliews  that 
the  violence  of  the  difeafe,  in  ilich  caies, 
is  not  &  great  as  to  take  it  away. 

The  Hillory  of  a  diieafe  v/ill  always  be 
mofl  perfed:,  where  fo  little  has  been  done 
by  art,  that  the  operations  of  nature  re- 
main free  and  undifturbed.  I  fhall  diere- 
fore  defcribe  this  Acute  Fever  peculiar  to 
women  after  delivery,  as  it  appeared  when 
only  affifted  by  medicines  of  the  fimpleft 
kind. 

When- 
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Whenever  the  quickacfs   of  the  piilie 
'  bix>iight  on  by  the  eiForts  of  labour  does 

not  afterwards  fbon  2:0  oif :  it  denotes 
Something  amifs  in  the  habit,  tending  to 
Idndle  up  a  fever,  wliich  will  always  be 
found  more  dangerous,  the  fooner  it 
invades  the  patient. 

.  Tlie  Child'hed  Fever  generally  com- 
•^  ^  "^t^^  menced  about  the  evening  of  the  fecond, 
or  beginning  of  the  tliird  day  after  deR- 
.  very,  with  a  rigor  or  iliivering  fit.  Some^ 
times  it  came  on  fooner,  and  at  other 
times,  though  rarely,  it  has  been  known 
to  appear  as  late  as  the  fifth  or  fixth 
day. 

In  many  women,  the  attack  v^^as  Hid- 
den, without  any  apparent  caufe  or 
pr-eceding  indilpofition ;  and  fbon  fol- 
lowed by  head-ach,  reftleflhefs,  great 
ficlaiefs  at  the  flomach,  and  bilious  vo- 


mitmgs. 


^  Ec^^  Some  had  a  bitter  tafte  in  the  mouth; 

a  nauiea    and     univerfal    langour  ;    the 
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countenance  at  firft  was  pale,  and  oF- 
ten  much  altered,  with  a  lifelels,  dim  ftate 
of  the  eyes,  and  an  indolent  pain  over  their 
orbits.  Thefe  fymptoms  would  fbmetimes 
foretel  the  approach  of  the  difeale,  even 
before  any  coldnefs  or  (hivering  was  per- 
ceived ;  but  upon  the  whole,  they  may  be 
conlidered  as  a?iomalotiSy  for  in  general, 
the  iliivering  preceded ;  and,  allowing 
for  the  difference  of  age  and  habit  of 
body,  there  are  perhaps  few  difeafes  where 
the  ligns  more  regularly  flicceed  each 
other,  or  where  the  morbid  appearances 
after  death,  were  found  more  exadly  the 
lame. 

Now  and  then,  this  Fever  feemed  to  be  ^.^__^ 
brought  on  by  catching  cold,  or  errors  in 
diet,  but  much  oftener  by  anxiety  of  mind; 
and  therefore,  women  of  delicate  confti- 
tutions,  who  are  very  fufceptible  and  con- 
tinually agitated  by  hopes  and  fears,  are, 
of  all  others,  the  mod  ilibjed:  to  it,  and 
recover  with  the  greateil  difficulty ;  conle- 

F  queutly, 
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^^^^       quently,  unmarried  women,  for  obvious 
^  ^c^/-t^  reafbns,  were  very  apt  to  be  feized  with  it. 


CA,Jli»-h^ 


The  degree  of  the  cold  fit  was  very  dif^ 
ferent  in  dilFerent  w  omen ;  in  fbme,  it 
would  laft  near  an  hour,  and  was  fo  in- 
teniely  violent  as  to  (hake  the  body  like 
an  ague;  others  were  only  aifefted  with 
a  kind  of  thrilling  lenlation,  or  temporary 
chilnefs  on  the  fkin,  which  fbon  went  off 
and  returned  by  iiTegTilar  periods. 

When  the  fit  lafted  long  and  was  violent, 
I  obierved  great  anxiety  and  oppreflion  at 
the  breafl,  attended  with  a  laborious  re- 
fpiration,  but  without  pain ;  the  patient 
was  often  affected  with  deep  figliing,  and 
complained  of  great  weight  at  the  heart. 

In  thofe  who  v/ere  young  and  of  a 
ftrong  habit,  altho'  the  rigor  was  violent, 
^T'^v^ -its  duration  was  fomecimes  ihort;  and 
when  the  puHe  rofe  in  ftrength  and  fulneis, 
and  alio  became  lefs  frequent,  it  was  liic- 
fceeded  by  a  better  ftate  of  the  countq- 
u^ce,  and  the  oppreflion  was  foon  re- 
V     ■  moved 
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moved  from  the  prsecordia ;  altho'  no  erup- 
tion appeared  on  the  bread  or  body,  as  I 
at  firfl:  expelled,  till  experience  taught  me 
otherwiie. 

In  fiich  cafes,  wliich  unfortunately  oc- 
curred but  feldom,  an  univerial  glow  was 
diftuied  over  the  whole  ilirface  of  the  bo- 
dy ;  the  ikin  began  to  look  more  florid, 
and  a  free  perfpiration  came  on  with 
manifeft  relief,  altho'  it  was  not  always 
lading. 

On  the  contrary ;  thofe  who  were  flight- 
ly  attacked  in  the  beginning,  often  had  a 
return  of  the  febrile  acceffion,  and  were 
alternately  hot  and  cold  throughout  the 
day,  efpecially  if  the  pulfe  did  not  rife, 
but  continued  quick  and  weak.  In  fiich, 
the  fever  did  not  feem  to  run  high ;  the 
tongue  being  very  little  altered  from  its 
natural  ftate,  nay,  Ibmetimes  it  was  even 
moifl  and  foft,  and  the  thirfl  very  incon- 
siderable ;  yet,  in  the  end,  they  did  not 
F  1  efcape 
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efcape  much  better  than  others  wh<?re  it 
5  was  more  violent. 

Thofe  of  lax  fibres  and  of  an  irritable, 
C 

.  ^^.         hyilerical  habit,  were  oftenefi:  thus  affedl- 

ed ;  or  where  the  conftitution  was  much 
weakened  by  anxiety  of  mind,  or  a  pre- 
ceding bad  flate  of  health. 

Sometimes  the  thirfl  was  great,  the'  the 
tongue  had  generally  a  better  appearance 
in  the  beginning  tlian  is  common  in  other 
fevers  ;  for  it  was  feldom  black  or  very 
foul ;  but  as  the  difeafe  advanced,  be- 
came white  and  dry,  with  an  increafe 
of  thirft,  and  at  laft  was  harfti  and  of  a 
brownilh  colour  towards  the  root,  where 
'^  it  v/as  coated  with  inlpiilated,  yellowifh 
mucus. . 

That  peripiration  which  proved  falu- 
''^/  tary,   overfpread  the  whole  body,  attend- 

ed with  a  moiftm*e  of  the  tongue  and 
fauces,  and  alfo  with  an  abatement  of  the 
thirft,  fickneis,  and  head-ach;  but  on  the 
contrary,  v/here  the  f^veats  were  confined 
^.  to 
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to  the  breaft,  neck,  and  face,  tho*  they 
often  continued  to  the  laft,  I  never  could 
obferve  the  lead  mitigation  of  the  fymp- 
toms  ;  liich  paitial  f\veats  being  the  very 
eifeft  of  wealoieis  and  febrile  anxiety, 
and  not  owing  to  any  critical  eifoxt  of  na- 
ture. 

So  o'reat  and  Hidden  was  the  lofs  of 
jffarength,  that  very  few  of  the  patients  were 
able  to  turn  in  bed  without  afiiftance,  even 
fo  early  as  the  firft  or  fecond  day  after  the 
attack;  and  mofl  of  them  continued  help- 
lefs  throughout  the  whole  progreis  of  the 
difeafe. 

In  the  cold  fit  the  pulie  was  quick  mid 
fmall,  and  the  pulfations  fb  feeble  and  in-  r^  ^ 
diflincl,  that  fometimes  I  was  hardly  able  ^ 
to  number  them  exactly.  When  the  hot 
fit  came  on,  tho'  it  was  then  more  fiill  anci 
cliflindl:,  it  flill  remained  quick,  but  was 
feldom  hard  or  flrong,  except  in  a  few  in- 
jftances,  where  the  patient  was  young  and 
plethoric.  In  general,  it  would  beat  from 
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ninety' to  on^  hundred  and  thirty-feven  flrokes 
in  a  minute;  varying  by  turns  in  ftrength 
and  frequency  from  the  loweil  to  tlie 
higheft  of  thefe  numbers  ;  and  vice  verfa, 
in  proportion  to  the  flrength  or  weaknefs 
of  the  habit,  and  violence  of  the  attack. 
An  excefs  or  defeft  of  the  natural  fecre- 
tions  ;  the  ftate  of  the  mind,  with  many 
other  accidental  caufes,  will  be  found  to 
produce  great  alteration  in  the  pulfe, 
both  in  relpe^  to  its  ftrength  and  quick- 
nels. 

The  fympathy  between  the  head  and 
x^^^^,r^i  ftomach  is  lb  great,  that  it  is  Ibmetimes 
_  /vc^  difficult  to  diitinguifli  wWch  of  them  is 
firft  affefted ;  but  in  this  difeafe,  the 
head-ach  generally  preceded  the  ficknels 
at  ftomach  ;  where  the  lafl  was  great, 
the  patient  vomited  fpontaneoufly ;  other- 
wife,  the  nauiea  continued  tiH  a  purg- 
ing began,  and  then  uliially  ceafed.  The 
Jail  was  always  moil  violent  when  nothing 
had  previouily  been  rejefted  by  vomit. 

It 
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It  is  here  neceOar}';,  to  diftinguifli  this 
febrile  head-ach,    from  that  which  very  -  9>^' 
commonly  happens  at  the  coming  of  the  • 
milk,  when  the  body  is  coftive;  the  firft   . 
may  be  relieved  by  a  gentle  emetic,  the 
lail  may  be  efFedually  taken  away  by  a 
cathartic  clyfler,   and  laxatives. 

The  firfl  attack  of  this  fever  is  Ibme-  ^;^_^  c^ 
times  {6  violent,   that  in  many  relpefts,    r'^ 
it  refembles  the  cholera  morhis;    for,   the 
pain,  fickneis,  and  burning  heat  in  the      . 
ftomach  and  bowels,  are  almoil  the  lame  1 
and  the  bile,  in  great  profiiiion,  is  dil^ 
charged  upwards  and  downwards;  tho'  in    .^ 
the  firft,    the  puHe   is   more  quick  and 
weak. 

The  fluid  rejecfled  by  the  ftomach  was  Q,,ju.'Cc 
yellow  and  ropy,  and  ieemed  to  be  a 
mixture  of  bile  with  a  large  quantity  of 
gaftric  mucus ;  fometimes  it  was  green 
and  porraceous,  but  when  the  vomiting 
continued  till  the  advanced  ftate  of  the 

diicaie. 
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diieale,  or  returned  towards  the  end ;  it 
wals  then  watery  and  of  a  hlacUfh  colour, 
\/-try^..^,<-^t^      'j'j-jg  ficknefs  at    ftomach    was   ahvays 
much    relieved    by   the    vomitmg;     but 

,  when  that  abated,  a  violent  puroin":  came 

'W^^^)\  '  .  .  .  .     . 

on,  with  fevere  gripings  and  pain  in  the 

bowels. 

T]xQ    vomiting   attending    this    fever, 

Hiould  always  be  diilinguiftied  from  that 

'^&^'^    wliich  often   accompanies  a  qtiick  labour 

from  the  violent  efforts  of  the  uterus  ;  the 

laft  is  not  bilious,  and  foon  goes  oiF  after 

delivery,  without  any  bad  confequence  or 

fiibfequent  fever. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  diarrhoea,  the 

^^^^.l^^^aL--  flools  were   yellow,    frothy,    and   mixed 
with     mucus;      fometimes      they     were, 

;  greeniih,    but  towards  the  end  of  the  dif- 

eaie,  at  which  time  they  often  became  in- 
voluntary, they  were  blackifh,  foetid,  and 
more  dilute,  refemblin^  the  colour  of 
niofs  -water, 

I  never 
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1  never  law  tliis  fever  appear  with  any 
degree  of  violence,  but  it  was  always  at- 
tended with  an  obftinate  diarrhoea ;  many 
of  the  patients  had  eight  or  ten  evacua-  ^t 
tions  in  ilx  or  eight  hours,  wHch  were 
followed  by  fliort  intervals  of  eafe ;  but 
neither  the  quicknefs  of  the  pulie,  the 
tliirfl,  nor  any  of  the  febrile  fymptoms 
were  in  the  leafl  abated  by  the  difcharge, 
altho'  it  was  fo  frequent  and  profuie. 

In  fliort ;  the  diarrhcea  was  evidently 
Jyfnptomatic,  and  only  procured  a  reipite 
from  the  pain  by  evacuating  the  oifending 
bile :  It  depended  fo  very  much  upon  the 
fever,  that  whenever  it  obftinately  con- 
tinued, the  diarrhoea  remained  unconquer- 
able ;  and  even  altho'  that  feemed  to  abate 
for  a  time,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Juliana  Thomp- 
fouy  it  often  came  on  again  with  violence, 
and  fb  continued  till  the  patient's  death, 
whenever  there  was  a  return  of  the  fe- 
brile accellion. 


cj^-^- ^^^^^^^^S^  <^?i;^ 


•yn 


/ 


'T 


50      T/;^  H  I  S  T  O  R  Y   of  the 

Here,  the  diaiThcea  feemed  plainly  to 
arHe  from  the  efFe^i:  of  the  fever,  wliich 
increaies  the  irritability  of  all  the  abdo- 
minal vifcera,  and  renders  them  more 
liable  to  pain  and  inflammation.  The  im- 
moderate lecretion  of  bile,  was  alfb  ma- 
nifeilly  the  effect,  and  not  the  caufe  of 
the  fever ;  v^^liich  by  its  acrimony  and  re- 
dundance incrcafed  the  purging,  by  fti- 
mulating  the  inteflines  to  expel  their  con- 
tents. On  the  contrary,  w^hen  the  pulfe 
abated  in  frequency,  and  the  inflammatoiy 
iymptoms  lubiided ;  the  purging  was  pro- 
portionally leis,  and  even  when  it  con- 
tinued longer  than  ullial,  it  was  not  then 
attended  with  the  fame  lofs  of  flrength, 
but  appeared  fimply  colliquative. 

About  the  fecond  day  after  the  cold  fit, 
;.  c^  i^^  they  complained  much    of  pain  at  the 


•^  -^ 


.^ci,^*— /-.  pit  of  the  ftomach,  darting  down  towards 
the  navel,  and  fbmetimes  from  thence  to 
the  fhort  ribs  and  fides :  Now  and  then, 
as  the   difeafe  advanced,   fome  of  them 

load 
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had   an    acute    pain  under    the    ilioul-   c^i^^^^jlh^ 
der-blade,   which  flruck  obliquely  down^ 
wards  and  forwards,  from  the  thorax  to 
the    ftomach;   thefe    pains  were    always 
mod  violent  and  intolerable  during  in- 
Ipiration,  wMch  became  interrupted  and 
defiiltory,    or  in  thefe  other  \vords,  they 
breathed  with  difficulty  and  as  it  were  by 
jirks.     Some  had  a  cough,  wliich  general-     . 
ly  was  mod  troubleibme  in  the  decline  of 
the  difeafe. 

In  feveral,  the  belly  began  to  Rvell  iUcA*-^'^! 
about  the  third  or  fourth  day,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  fever,  and  be* 
came  extremely  tenle  and  prominent,  as 
in  the  cafe  of  Juliana  Thompfon  and  Mar^ 
gar et  Walker,  both  of  whom  died.  When- 
ever this  Hvelling  came  on  whilil  the  purg- 
ing continued,  and  eipecially  if  it  clofely 
followed  the  pain,  extending  from  the 
ilomach  to  the  navel;  as  far  as  I  had  an 
opportunity  to  obferve,  it  was  always  a 
G  2  mortal 
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mortal  fign ;  for  not  one  of  them  recovered 
who  were  thus  affe^led. 

This  morbid  enlargement  and  tenlion 
of  the  abdomen  flipervening  the  pain  at 
the  umbilical  region,  fhould  be  diftin- 
guiflied  from  that  accidental  fwelling 
of  the  belly  from  the  confinement  of  air 
in  the  inteftines,  which  fbmetimes  hap- 
pens by  a  fiidden  ceflation  of  the  purg- 
ing ;  and  which  will  foon  go  off  without 
danger  by  the  ule  of  laxative  medicines. 

About  tliis  period   of  the  difeafe,  the 

patient  had  a  wild,  diflrefled,  eager  coun- 

V/ft^tc  .      tenance,  and  a  trembling  hand :  a  local 

Q  <^  ^--~  •    crimfon  colour  appeared  in  her  cheeks  ;  her 

.u:-t,  .    lips  were  of  a  li'vid  hue,  and  her  noftrils 

tenfc  and  expanded.     When  thefe  lymp- 

toms  prevailed  wiqh  violence ;  neither  art 

nor  nature  were  fiiflicient  to  procure  re^ 

Hef. 

The  lochia  from  firft  to  laft,  were  not 
obflruded  nor  deficient  in  quantity,  nei- 
ther 
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ther  did  the  quality  of  this  dilcharge  feem 
to  be  in  the  leaft  altered  from  its  liatural 
(late ;  a  prellimption  that  the  menu  was 
not  at  all  affected.  Of  tliis  ciixuniftaiice 
I  was  convinced,  by  making  confiderable 
prefllire  above  the  ptihes  with  my  hand, 
which  did  not  occaflon  pain ;  but  when 
the  fame  degree  of  preflure  was  applied 
higher,  between  the  ftomach  and  miibili- 
cal  region,  it  became  intolerable.     1 

Hence  it  appears,  that  the  utej'iu  is  not 
originally  affected,  £0  as  to  produce  tliis 
fever,  neither  does  it  ufually  fuffer  by  fym- 
pathy,  in  proportion  with  the  other  parts, 
as  will  be  more  evidently  fliewn  hereafter. 

The  iecretion  of  milk  was  generally  in-  ^y'^ji^h 
terrupted  by  the  attack  of  the  cold  lit,  and 
fbmetimes  it  was  almoil  taken  away;  at 
other  times  it  continued  in  a  moderate 
degree  for  leveral  days  after,  even  'till 
within  a  fhort  time  of  the  patient's  death. 

A  flight  cliillnels  ufually  precedes  the 
fcoroing  of  the  milk,  which  is  often  mlP 

^     c^^     taken 
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taken  for  that  morbid  fMvering  with 
wluch  this  fever  commences;  but  with  a 
Ettie  care,  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  dMlin- 
guifh  the  one  from  the  other;  for,  tlie 
firll  happens  before  the  milk  is  colled;ed, 
and  is  ufually  followed  by  a  plentiful  flow 
0f  it ;  but  the  lad,  generally  comes  on 
after  a  fecretion  of  that  fluid  is  begun, 
which  jiot  unfrequentiy  afterwards  carries 
it  off.  From  millakes  of  this  kind,  I  have 
fometimes  been  called  in  where  there  was 
no  occafion  ;  for  when  the  difeaie  was  rife, 
mid  many  died  ;  the  leafl  appearance  of  it 
was  very  alarming  to  child-bed  women, 
and  thole  about  them.  Indeed,  when  a 
flight  degree  of  tliis  morbid  fliivering 
comes  on  exactly  at  the  time  of  the  milk- 
fever,  a  very  good  judge  might  then  be 
miflaken  ;  but  a  due  attention  to  the  na« 
ture  and  \dolence  of  the  fymptoms  which 
Ipeedily  follow,  will  foon  fet  him  right. 

Now  and  then  there  was  a  little  diffi- 
cult)^  in  making  water,  but  this  was  mere- 
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ly  an  accidental  fymptom,  and  not  pecu- 
liar to  the  difeafe ;  for  it  often  happens 
after  laborious  cafes,  where  the  neck  of 
the  bladder  is  flightly  injured. 

The  urine  was  {mailer  in  quantity  than 
iidiai ;  when  cold,  it  was  generally  red- 
diili  and  liigh  coloured  at  the  beginning 
of  the  difeafe,  and  often  without  the  leall: 
feparation  or  fediment ;  but  as  it  advan- 
ced, there  was  fometimes  a  wliitifh  cloud 
in  it,  which  floated  near  the  furface,  and 
when  more  crude  and  denfe,  funk  towards 
the  bottom.  It  was  aHb  now  and  then  of. 
a  whey-colour,  with  a  wliitifli  oily  pellicle 
on  the  top  ;  and  when  it  depofited  a  fedi-r 
ment,  it  was  generally  ^Mky  and  not  la- 
teritious.  But  the  appearance  of  the  urine 
was  continually  varying,  and  afforded  very 
little  information  in  the  cure ;  for  in  fbme 
of  thofe  where  there  was  even  a  copious 
fediment,  though  the  bark  was  immedi^ 
ately  liberally  adminiftered,  the  fever  re- 
turned and  the  patient  died. 

They 
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(w/vfi-^fcxc  They  had  but  very  little  appetite  for 
food,  and  no  profound,  natural  reft;  their 
^^  ■  ilumbers  being  difturbed  by  frequent 
moaning^  and  ftartings^  and  Avhen  they 
walied  they  leemed  confiifed,  and  not  in 
the  leafl  refreflied :  they  generally  flept 
with  the  mouth  half  open,  and  their  eyes 
were  imperfectly  clofed. 
GvUi^  -A.   perfect  crifs  feldom  ever  happen- 

ed in  tliis  fever  ;  it  takes  fb  fevere  a  hold 
of  the  conftitution  at  its  fiiil  onfet,  that 
the  vital  po^vers  langxiifli,  and  are  unable 
to  produce  that  fiilutaiy  event.  Indeed, 
the  liippuration  of  the  omcntwn^  may  be 
looked  upon  as  a  critical  abfceis,  though  of 

^^'/j^^^^'*"  the  unfavourable  kind  ;  for  it  feems  to  be 
an  uniiiccefsful  endeavour  of  Natm^e  to 
free  herieif  from  the  morbid  caufe;  but, 
wantino-  iltfficient  ftrensfth  to  tlirow  it  to 

CD  ,  O 

the  forface  of  the  body,  it  falls  upon  the 
interior  parts,  eilential  to  life,  and  there- 
fore unavoidably  becomes  moital. 

Some- 
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Sometimes  there  was  a  manifefl  remjj^ 
iion  of  the  fymptoms,  but  where  that  was  ^  ^y-^y^ 
not  attended  with  a  univerlal  Rveat,  or 
copious  difcharge  of  tui'bid  urine,  it  was 
feldom  lading :  in  fliort,  when  the  lecre- 
tions  are  only  partially  promoted,  the 
crilis  is  imperfect,  and  the  patient  is  iub- 
jed:  to  a  relaple. 

Some  of  thofe  who  lurvived,  recovered  /g^^^^  ^^ 
very  flowly,  and  were  afFed:ed  with  wan- 
dering pains  and  a  paralytic  numbnefs  of 
the  limbs,  like  that  of  the  clironic  rheu-  V-^t/^*^^ 
matifhi.  Some  had  critical  abicelles  in 
the  mufcular  parts  of  the  body,  wliich 
were  a  long  time  in  coming  to  fuppura- 
tion,  and  when  broke,  difcharged  a  fanious 
ichor  ;  as  in  the  cafe  of  Elizabeth  Walters, 
Others  were  affe^led  by  a  (low  remitting 
:fcver,  with  great  lofs  of  ftrength  and  de- 
jection of  Ipirits  ;  and  ieveral  were  fb  help* 
lefs  and  enervated,  that  they  had  involun- 
tary  flools  fdr  a  confiderable  time  after  the 
dangerous  lymptoins  were  over. 

H  When 
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Wlien  the  diieafe  proved  mortal,  the 
Y^^^^    Qe^^atient  genei^ally  died   on  the  tenth   or 


1/ 


eleventh  day  from  the  firfl  attack :  The 
longed  I  have  known  any  one  furvive, 
was  Juliana  Tlmnfon^  who  lived  fifteen 
days ;  and  the  iliortefl  time  of  being  cut 
oiF,  was  in  the  cafe  of  Harriot  Trtiemartt 
who  lived  only  fiv^e  days.  Mofl:  of  them 
V  had  the  clear  and  diflin^l  ufe  of  then* 
fenles  to  the  lail,  and  generally  expired 
calmly,  without  any  apparent  agony  or 
convuliive  flrui^oie. 

As  they   became  more  and  more  ex- 

haufted,  and  witiiin  a  few  hours  of  death; 

the  pulfe,  wliich  was  exceedingly  quick, 

and   almoft  imperceptibly  weak,    at  lail: 

was  infenfibly  loft  in  a  tremulous  flutter. 

Many   authors,  .particularly   the  cele- 

l^'C^-^    brated  Baron  Van  Swietcn,  and  Levrety  have 

^'^^^^^^^'^fiippofed  that  this  fever  was  occafioned  by 

^-''^'■^^        metaftafts,  or  a  morbid  tranflation  of  the 

corrupted    milk,    or     putrid    obflrud:ed 

iocliia,  to  the  brain,  or  to  the  contents  of 

the 
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the  thorax  and  abdomen;  which  there 
produced  flich  dileafes  as  were  peculiar  to 
thole  parts,  viz.  head-ach,  vertigo  and  de- 
lirium in  the  iirft;  and  in  the  two  hR, 
inflammation  of  the  lungs,  or  pleura; 
nauiea  and  vomitings  at  the  ftomacji, .  \vitk 
a  diarrhcEa  and  pain  in  the  bowels. 
Others  again,  with  Hoffmany  imagine  that  '^^p* 
it  ariles  cMefly  from  an  inflammation  of 
the  litems, 

Thefe  have  generally  been  aflented  to, 
as  the  moft  probable  cauies  hitherto  affign- 
ed  ;  yet  it  will  appear,  from  the  following 
obfervations,  that  they  are  very  excep- 
tionable and  inadequate,  and  not  con^ 
iiftent  with  the  true  nature  of  the  difeaie. 

To  quote  a  multitude  of  authors  for 
no  other  realbn  but  that  of  fliewing  their 
errors,  would  not  only  be  ufelels  but  in- 
vidious: I  fhall  therefore  only  conflder  0i^ua 
the  dod:rine  of  thofe  relpec^able  modern  ^'^'^ 
writers  ah'eady  mentioned  ;  and  the  more 
particularly,  as  their  opinions,  at  this 
H  2  time 
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time  principally  prevail,  and  have  in  a 
manner  fuperceded  all  the  relL 

That  the  leveral  circumftances  which 
are  {lippoled  to  relate  to  the  cani^  of  this 
dileaie  may  become  more  apparent;  it 
will  be  necellaiy  to  confider  v^^hen,  and 
in  what  manner,  the  milk  is  flrained  off  m 
the  bfeafts,  and  what  are  its  qualities  when 
pure  or  vitiated;  and  alfo  to  attend  to  the 
nature  of  the  lochial  difcharge. 

About  the  thkd  day  after  delivery,  the 
patient  is  reftlefs,  and  complains  of  a  cold 
thrilling  ienfation  towards  the  back  and 
joins,  lucceeded  by  a  feverifli  heat ;  the 
face*  becomes  florid,  the  pulfe  more  full 
and  frequent,  and  at  lafl  the  breafts  begin 
to  throb  and  inlarge,  by  what  is  ufaally 
ealled  the  coming  of  the  milk.  This  flight 
commotion,  or  milk  fever,  wliich  feems 
to  arife  from  a  change  in  the  circulation, 
is  generally  terminated  in  the  ipace  of 
twenty-four  hours,  by  a  warm  critical 
|\Yeatj  jpr  if  the  n:^k  is  fuddenly  repelled ; 
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by  a  diarrhoea,  in  coiifequence  of  whicli, 
the  febrile  fymptoms  gradually  go  ofE. 

Van  Swieten  luppoles,  that  this  fever  is 
alfb  partly  owing  to  an  abfbrption  of  the 
lochia,  wluch  about  this  time  becomes  pu- 
rulent. 

Where  milk  thus  iecreted  is  not  vitiated 
by  a  feverif  h  heat  of  the  body,  or  corrupt- 
ed by  remaining  too  long  in  the  breafts^  it 
may  be  abforbed  and  taken  into  the  blood 
without  any  bad  conlequence;  for  milk  ^ 

being  nothing  but  chyle  exalted  and  ren- 
dered finer  by  paffing  through  the  glands 
of  the  breafts,  and  being  the  proper  nou- 
rlftiment  of  all  animals,  it  will  eafily  mix 
with,  and  be  affimilated  into  bloody  and 
fince  every  woman  after  delivery  cannot 
Hickle  her  ctdld;  Nature  has  fo  formed  the 
lactiferous  organs  as  to  dilpole  of  the  milk 
in  tills  manner,  wlien  pure,  without  injury 
to  the  conflitutiono 

If  ever,  therefore,  the  Child-bed  Fever  h 
Qccafioned  by  a  reflux  of  milk,  that  can 

only 


/ 
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only  happen  after  it  has  been  deprived  of 
its  baliamic  quality,  by  too  great  a  degree 
of  animal  heat,  or  by  ftagnating  too  long- 
in  its  veflels ;  Whereas,  this  difeafe  is  fortie- 
times  fo  fuddenly  produced,  and  attended 
with  foch  remarkable  and  inftantaneous 
lois  of  ftrength,  as  appears  by  a  hiftory  of 
the  fymptoms,  that  there  is  great  reafon  to 
believe  its  firft  iiiipreflion  is  made  upon  the 
nerves,  or  vital  powers  of  the  body ;  and 
that  there  is  neither  fufficient  time  for  the 
fecretion  of  milk,  or  for  any  morbid 
cliange  of  that  fluid* 

Lcvret  obferves,  that  this  tranflation  of 
milky  matter  ufually  happens,  about  a 
fortnight  after  the  disappearance  of  the 
milk  *  ;  and  Van  Szuieten  aflerts,  that  ex- 
perience confirms  tliis  oblen^ation  f .  But 
could  it  only  be  latisfadlorily  proved,  that 
fiich  a  tranflation  of  vitiated  milk  never 

happened 

*  L'art  des  Accouch.  p.  ija. 

■\  Van  Swieien.  Ccmmentar.  in  Her,  Boerhaar.  Aphor. 
VuL  iv.  p.6j,o. 
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happened  earlier  than  tlie  time  above 
mentioned ;  it  would  then  llifficientlj 
reEite  the  opinion  of  thole,  who  fhppofe 
it  the  piincipal  caufe  of  the  difeaie  in 
qneflion ;  fince  I  believe,  no  inflance  can 
be  produced  where  it  came  on  fb  late  as 
the  fourteenth  day ;  for,  notwthftanding 
what  Hippocrates  mentions  concerning  the 
wife  of  Philinus,  Vv^ho  was  feized  with  a 
rigor  on  the  fourteenth  day  after  delivery, 
followed  with  an  obilru6lion  of  the  lochia ; 
her  cafe  does  not  appear  to  have  been  truly 
ilmilar  to  that  under  confideration ;  a  rigor 
being  common  to  other  fevei-^  as  well  as 
that  peculiar  to  Child-bed  Women,  and 
the  locliia  not  being  obib'ucled  in  this 
diieafe. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  but  the  milk  may 
become  depraved  by  various  caufes.  Eat- 
ing or  drinking  things  which  are  im- 
proper; expofing  the  body  to  cold  air; 
the  excelles  of  anger  or  fear,  wiU  often 

dHbirl? 
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diilurb  the  fecretioii  of  tliis  fiiiid,  and 
occafion  it  to  ftagiiate  too  long  in  the 
breads  ;  hence  its  natural  qualities  may 
be  changed,  lb  as  to  render  it  pernicious  ; 
mid  confequently>  if  it  iliould  be  reafliimed 
into  the  mafs  of  blood  in  this  vitiated 
ftate,  it  will  dKbrder  the  body,  and  create 
a  fever;  which  however,  in  general,  is; 
ibon  carried  off  by  fbnie  critical  evacu- 
ation; as  a  diarrlma^  or  a  miliary  eruption. 
But  if  it  is  too  long  retained  in  the  la6li- 
ferous  dufts,  it  much  oftener  brings  on 
an  abfcefe  of  the  breafl  itfelf.  Such  a 
fever,  therefore,  is  very  eflentially  different 
from,  that  mider  confideration ;  the  fin1: 
being  infinitely  more  mUd  in  its  fymptoms^ 
and  for  the  moil  part  void  of  danger,  for 
I  never  yet  knew  one  die  in  confequence 
of  it» 

L&vret  aifo  has  obrer\^ed,  that  where  the 
milk  fuddenly  difappeared  at  the  beginning 
of  the  difeafe,  and  afterwards  foon  re- 
turned,  the  patient  was  relieved.     But, 

whenever 
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,  whenever  this  circumftance  happens  with 
a  mitigation  of  the  fymptoms,  there  is 
reafbn  to  believe  it  is  owing  to  a  ceflation 
of  the  febrile  caule,  which  no  longer  in- 
terrupts the  fecretion  of  that  fluid,  and 
which,  therefore,  will  naturally  return. 

When  the  breads  fubfide,  and  the  milk 
gradually  goes  off,  or  is  fliddenly  repelled 
in  thole  who  do  not  intend  to  llickle  ;  the 
lochial  difcharge  may  be  obferved  to  increafe 
and  become  more  frefh  and  fanguineous  ; 
and  aHb  continues  for  a  longer  time  than 
in  thofe  who  do.  It  therefore  appears, 
that,  at  this  time,  a  plethora  prevails  in 
the  conflitution,  which  may  faU  upon 
the  interior  veiuels,  when  the  milk  does 
not  freely  pais  through  the  glands  of  the 
breafts ;  or  even  fliould  no  mUk  be  fh'ained 
off;  the  want  of  it  will  diipofe  the  habit  to 
a  plethoric  ftate.  For  this  reafbn,  women, 
who  do  not  flickle,  are  vifited  with  a  retiu-n 
of  the  menfes,  even  fbmetimes  fb  early  as 
in  the  fifth  week  after  deliveiy;  whereas, 

I  m 
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ill  thofe  who  give  Rick,  they  are  naturally 
wanting  for  feveral  months. 

Hence  alio  it  is  manifeft,  that  the  female 
organs,  after  a  certain  age,  are  fo  difpofed 
as  to  prepare  a  larger  quantity  of  blood 
than  is  neceflary  for  the  flipport  and  nou- 
riOiment  of  the  body ;  which,  in  the  time 
of  uterine  geftation,  is  confiimed  by  the 
foetus,  and  after  deliveiy,  by  the  child  at 
the  breaft;  but  that  this  redundant  quan- 
tity might  not  incommode  the  conflitution, 
during  the  time  fhe  is  not  pregnant;  pro- 
vident Nature  has  ordered  it  oiF  by  the 
vellels  of  the  uterus,  once  every  mondi. 

The  mUk,  indeed,  is  not  iuppoied  to 
be  ilramed  from  the  blood;  but  as  the 
feparation  of  that  fluid  deprives  the  wo- 
man's body  of  fo  much  chyle,  which  would 
otherwife  be  converted  into  blood ;  the 
conlequence,  m  reipec^  to  her  general 
habit,  or  the  fuhiefs  of  the  vellels,  will 
be  exadlly  the  fame. 

Prefuming 
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Prefuming  therefore,  that  fuckli?ig  after 
delivery,  would  leflen  the  tendency  to  in- 
flammation and  fever,  by  diminifliing  the 

■  fulnels  of  the  uterine  veilels,  as  well  as 
thofe  of  the  contiguous  vifcera  ;  an  order 
which  had  formerly  been  made  by  the  go- 
vernors of  the  Wejlminjler  hying-in  Uofpitaly 
at  my  requeft ;  that  every  padent  during 
her  flay  in  the  houfe,  fliould  ilickle  her 
child,  was  at  this  time^  more  particulai'ly 
infifted  upon.     For,  if  the  difeale  was  oc- 

I  cafioned  by  a  tranflation  of  milk  to  the  in- 
terior parts;  it  would  then  follow,  that 
women,  who  had  plenty  of  that  fluid,  and 
in  whom  it  was  freely  difcharged  by  ilick- 
iing,  would,  of  all  others,  be  the  leaft 
fubjed:  to  it ;  but  even  this  caution  was  in- 
fofficient  to  fecure  them  from  the  fever ; 
for  many,  who  had  plenty  of  milk  and 
uckled  their  children,  were  alfo  invaded 
by  it. 

But  to  come  to  praBkal  fa^ts :  In  many 

women,  there  was  a  plentiful  fecretion  of 

I  2  milk. 
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.  milk,  which  continued  till  the  fever  was 

H^ .  '  confiderably  advanced,  and  Ibmetimes  it 

.  lafted  'tiU  within  a  day  or  two  of  their 

•  death  ;  in  fome  few,  where  the  milk  was 

•  either  linall  in  quantity,  or  totally  de- 
■-  ficient,  no  fuch  fever  appeared  ;  and  in 
.  thofe  cafes  where  it  did,  it  generally  came 
;  on  before  there  was  any  want  of  milk; 
-  wliich  therefore,  was  evidently  the  efe3 
'.  and  not  the  caufe  of  the  diieaie. 

Befides;  if  tliis  fever  was  owing  to  a 
tranflation  of  milk  from  the  breafls,  it 
would  alfo  frequently  happen  to  women 
who  wean  their  cliildren  at  the  end  of 
feven  or  eight  months,  wliich  is  contrary 
to  experience.  The  cafe  mentioned  by 
Van  Szuicteuy  of  Hich  a  morbid  abibrption 
of  that  fluid,  in  a  woman  a  whole  year 
after  delivery,  in  whofe  pelvis  a  milky  matter 
was  found,  only  proves  what  poflibly  may, 
and  not  what  ullially  happens. 

Indeed,  from  the  mod  careful  examl^ 
nation  of  the  morbid  appearances,  in  the 

fcveral 
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ieveral  bodies  which  were  opened,  I  have 
the  greateft  reafon  to  believe,  that  what 
has  ufually  been  taken  for  coagulated  milk,  • 
lying  on  the  flirface  of  the  inteilines,  is .' 
nothing  but  pure  matter;  owing  to  the  fup- 
puration  of  the  omentum,  and  therefore,  of 
a  peculiar  Idnd ;    having  a  more  white, 
thick  and  aird-like  appearance,  than  that  of 
common  matter.     As   to  what  is  called 
ferum  laBis,  it  ieems  to  be  only  a  purulent, 
whey-coloured  fluid,  collefted  in  the  ca- 
vity of  the  abdomen,  by  a  jnor^hid  tranfuda- 
tion  from  the  inflamed  vifcera ;  or  lymph 
become  putrid   by    flagnating    too    long- 
there,    from    a   defeat  in  the   abibrbing 
power  of  the  lymphatic  veflels. 

The  next  principal  caufe  afiigned  for   a/^^e^^c^ 
the  production  of  this  fever,  is  an  ohjiruc-    ^^^tj/i 
tion  of  the  lochia,   and  a  morbid  tranfla-    '^^-^^■ 
tion  of  that  putrid  fluid  to  the  internal 
parts. 

A  due  attention  to  the  nature  of  that 
diichargc   from   tlie  uterus   called   lochia, 

wliich 
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which  js  the  natural  consequence  of  deli- 
very, will  be  mod  likely  to  difcover,  whe- 
ther it  can  have  any  lliare  in  producing 
this  fever  or  not. 
"^'-  -•  As  foon  as  a  chUd  is  born,  the  placenta, 
which  during  pregnancy,  ferved  as  a  me- 
dium of  intercourle  between  the  mother 
and  cliild,  then  becomes  a  lifelefs  mais 
without  circulation  or  further  ufe ;  and 
therefore,  is  foon  afterwards  expelled  by 
the  gradual  contraction  of  the  uterus.  As 
the  feparation  of  this  vafcular  cake  from 
the  womb,  is  obferved  to  be  more  eafy  at 
the  end  of  nine  months,  than  in  thofe  caies 
where  the  birth  is  premature  ;  tliis  animal 
procefs  may  with  reaibn  be  iuppoied  ana- 
logous to  the  dropping  off  of  ripe  fruit 
from  a  tree. 

The  hchia  therefore,  is  notliing  more 
fU^*^  than  a  fimple  difcharge  from  aU  thofe  veP 
.    -  feis  which  are  torn  alimder  by  the  fepara- 
tion of  the  placenta  from  the  uterus^  and 
does  not  natui^ally  partake  of  a  ianious  or 

malignant 


^. 
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malignant  quality,  as  generally  fuppofed ; 
for  all  the  circumllances  attending  it,  ex- 
acflly  correl}3ond  with  what  is  obierved 
to  happen  after  receiving  a  frefh  wound 
in  any  part  of  the  body;  confequently,  ,^^^wS**^ 
pire  blood  will  firft  efcape  from  thofe  ,»v~— ^,  "V 
ruptured  veflels,  and  afterwards  a  more 
dilute  and  colourlefs  fluid,  like  the  fenim. 
About  the  third  or  fourth  day  the  dis- 
charge generally  becomes  flightly  puru- 
lent ;  and  as  the  uterus  contracts,  and  re- 
turns to  its  unimpregnated  ftate,  the  ori- 
fices of  the  feveral  vellels  are  gradually 
clofed,  and  the  lochia  then  totally  ceale. 

The  accurate  and  ingenious  Dr.  Eimter, 
by  whole  nice  and  indefatigable  relearches, 
anatomical  knowledge  has  been  fo  much 
improved,  was  the  firft  who  difcovered 
that  the  exterior  membrane  of  the  bag, 
containing  the  child,  called /j^  chorion^  is 
derived  fi'om  the  uterus ;  and  as  it  peals  off 
from  thence  like  a  kind  of  exuvi^  or 

flough, 


^7.      r/;^  H  I  S  T  O  R  Y  0/  the 

flough,  at  each  fucceeding  birth,  he  gives 
it  the  name  of  membrana  decidna* 

By  means  of  the  lochial  clifcharge,  the 
internal  Ru'face  of  the  uterus  is  freed  from 
the  putrid  remains  of  the  falfe  chorion, 
wliich  diilblves  and  comes  away  in  a  fluid 
ftate;  and  fince  there  is  nothing  in  its 
quality  but  what  is  common  to  the  di- 
geftion  of  a  frefli  wound ;  it  is  not 
rational  to  liippofe  it  can  produce  a 
fever  fo  deftructive  to  child-bearing  wo- 
men ;  even  allowing  it  to  be  obflrudled. 

I  have  often  obferved  the  lochia  finaU  in 
quantity,  and  at  other  times  redundant, 
Vvithout  any  bad  confequence  ;  and  this 
feems  chiefly  to  depend  upon  the  diffe- 
rence of  habit  in  different  women,  and  the 
lax  or  tenfe  llate  of  the  uterine  fibres  ;  {b 
that  the  indication  of  danger  is  not  to  be 
taken  from  the  qua,ntity  of  the  diicharge, 
but  from  the  nature  of  the  lymptoms  at- 
tending it ;  for,  where  there  is  no  pain, 
inflammation,  or  fever,  in  the  fii'fl  cafe, 

or 
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«r  lols  of  flrength,  in  the  laft ;  it  would 
be  highly  improper  to  dire<5l  medicines 
either  to  rellrain  or  promote  it, 

Befides  this  error  of  prefcribing  reme- 
dies where  none  are  neceilary;  there  is 
another  fb  prevailing  in  practice,  and  fo 
pernicious  in  itfelf,  that  it  deferves  to  be 
remarked,  viz.  that  of  giving  emmenagogue 
or  uterine  medicines,  as  they  are  called, 
to  promote  the  lochia ;  for  thofe  being 
cliiefly  of  the  heating  kind,  as  aloes  and 
the  pah,  e  myrrh,  c,  or  elfe  fuch  as  ad:  by 
their  powerfulefflu  via,  as  ajfifmd,  cafior,  and 
the  like ;  are  fo  far  from  being  proper, 
where  there  is  an  obftriicliou  of  this  dif- 
charge,  that  they  are  manifefrly  injurious ; 
and  would  be  as  dangerous  to  the  patient, 
'  tinder  fuch  circumftances,  as  forcing  me- 
dicines given  in  nephritic  cafes,  dming  the 
height  of  pain  and  inflammation.  In 
fhort,  all  irritating  medicines  are  impro- 
per, in  every  painful  or  inflammatory  af- 
fed:ion  of  the  uterus,  and  are  therefore  to 

K  be 
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be  rejected  in  favom*  of  gentle  evacua- 
\  tions,  plentiful  dilution,  and  a  cooling  re- 
(     gimen. 

When  the  lochial  difcharge  becomes  foe- 
tid, it  has  generally  been  looked  upon  as 
a  dangerous  fign ;  but  as  this  often  hap- 
pens without  any  bad  coniequence,  I  am 
inclined  to  think,  it  is  rather  owing  to  the 
admiffion  of  air  into  the  cavity  of  the  ute- 
rus^ and  the  corruption  of  grumous  blood 
contained  there,  than  to  any  putrid  diJP' 
poiition  in  the  habit  of  body;  however 
it  will  certainly  be  right,  to  promote  the 
difcharge  of  flich  confined  yor^sfi'j',  as  fbon  as 
poflible ;  which  may  be  effedlually  done, 
by  the  gentle  alternate  preflure  of  the 
hands  applied  to  tJie  region  of  the  uterus^ 
according  to  the  method  laid  dovi^n  by 

Ruyfch  fuppofed  that  the  fluid  found  m. 
the  ahdometiy  like  the  walhings  of  flefh, 
or  corrupted  lochia^   was  fqueezed  from 

*  Acad,  des  Science,  Tan,  1724,  hi;5t,  p.  51. 
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the  cavity  of  tlie  uterus,  through  the  Fal- 
lopiaji  tubes*;  but  in  all  thofe  who  were 
opened,  I  never  faw  the  lead  quantity  of 
iiich  a  fluid  in  the  uterus y  nor  could  ob- 
ferve  any  thing  to  favour  fo  improbable  a 
conjecture. 

When  the  uterus  was  laid  open,  it  had, 
at  firft  view,  the  appearance  of  a  part 
diipofed  to  become  gangrenous;  but  this 
was  owing  to  a  conliderable  quantity  of  the 
membrana  decidua  or  falfe  chorion,  adhering 
to  its  internal  (urface;  for  when  1  had 
wiped  away  tliis  mortified  flough,  with  a 
wet  Iponge,  it  was  perfectly  found  and  in 
its  natm^al  ftate.  In  the  cafe  o^  Ann  Sm?ns, 
the  OS  uteri  was  fomewhat  livid  and  blacldlli, 
but  as  her  labour  was  difficult,  this  was 
probably  owing  to  the  violence  fliilained, 
and  not  to  any  tendency  in  the  difeafe  it- 
ielf  to  produce  liich  an  effedt ;  for,  not- 
withftanding  the  difcolouration  of  the  part, 
it  did  not  manifefl  the  leaft  degree  of  pu- 

*  Obferyat.  Anatom.  No.  84.  p.  79. 
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trid  diflblution,  biit  preferved  its  cohefiori 
and  natural  firmneis.  It  therefore  be- 
comes neceflary,  not  to  regard  any  ap- 
pearances as  morbid,  which  arife  fram  ac^ 
cidental  caufes,  or  fnch  as  are  in  them- 
feh^es  ftriclly  natm^aL 

The  fever  brought  on  by  an  inflammation 
of  the  titeriMy  has  often  been  confounded 
with  the  Child-bed  Fever :  but  thole  diP 
eafes  are  very  ellentially  different,  although 
they  both  require  the  £ime  method  of 
treatment. 

When  xh.Q  uterus  is  inflamed,  it  often 
becomes  g*angrenou&  j  the  head  is  affed:ed 
with  pain,  a  delirium  ufually  attends  the 
fever,  and  the  uterine  region  is  lb  exceed- 
ingly tender  as  not  to  bear  the  gentlell: 
preflure  without  intolerable  ^n  :  But  on 
the  contrary,  in  the  Child-bed  Fever,  the 
head  is  leldom  dilbrdered,  the  uterus  is  not 
affedled  with  pain,  inflammation  or  gan* 
gi'ene,  nor  does  a  delirium  ulliaUy  attends 

Beildes 
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Beiides  the  general  iigns  of  an  inflamed 
nterusy  there  are  others  more  fnlly  men- 
tioned by  JEtius,  than  any  other  writer, 
which  particularly  point  out  the  afFecled 
parts.  When  die  fundus  uteri  is  inflamed, 
there  is  great  heat,  tlirobbing  and  pain 
above  the  pubes  ;  if  its  pofterior  pai^t,  the 
pain  is  more  confined  to  the  loins  and 
reduMy  with  a  tenepnus  ;  if  its  anterior  pai% 
it  fhoots  from  thence  towards  the  neck  of 
the  bladder,  and  is  attended  with  a  fre- 
quent irritation  to  make  water,  which  is 
voided  with  difficulty  ;  and  if  its  fides  or 
the  ovaria  arc  affected,  the  pains  will  then 
dart  into  the  inflde  of  the  thighs. 

An  inflam^nation  of  the  uta'usy,  which 
often  arifes  from  a  greater  degree  of  vio- 
lence applied  to  this  part  than  its  natural 
fh*U(fhire  can  bear,  will  generally  bring  on 
an  ohftni^io?i  of  the  lochia;  and  on  the 
other  hand,  an  obftrucftion  of  the  lochia 
may  produce  an  inflammation  of  the  ute- 
rus ;   but  akliough  fuch  a  local  affecftion 

may 
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may  create  fever ;  it  feldom  proves  mor* 
tal,  without  the  inflammation  is  violent, 
TxTid  terminates  in  a  gangrene  :  In  the  firft 
caie,  the  orifices  of  the  veilels  opening 
into  its  cavity  are  fliut  up,  confequently, 
the  clilcharge  will  be  obftrucled,  and  will 
not  return  till  the  tenfion  is  removed 
by  bleeding,  laxatives  and  plentiful  dilu- 
tion; in  the  lail,  they  are  fiippofed  to 
be  conftri^led,  and  therefore,  opiates  and 
the  warm  bath,  together  with  emollient 
cl3rfters  will  be  the  mofl  likely  to  afford 
relief. 
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SECTION      n. 

FraBical  Ohfervations  and  Inferences  arifing 
from  the  Hijiory  of  the  Difeafc,  nsjith  the 
Methods  moft  conducive  to  the  Cure, 

'TT'  H  E  fudden  change  produced  in  the 
-*"  habit,  by  the  effeft  of  delivery,  and 
that  alteration  in  the  courfe  of  the  circu- 
lating blood,  which  mufl  then  neceflarily 
happen  from  the  contraction  of  the  uterus 
after  delivery,  ieem  to  be  the  principal  rea- 
ibns  why  the  abdominal  vifcera  are,  at  tliis 
time,  {b  liable  to  inflammation. 

When  the  preflure  of  the  gravid  ute- 
rus is  fuddenly  taken  off  from  the  aorta 
defcendensy  after  deliveiy;  the  refiflance 
to  the  impuHe  of  blood  palling  tlii-ough 
pf*%ll  the  vefRls  derived  from  it,  and  difti'i- 
buted  to  the  contiguous  vifcera,  will  be 
confiderably  leflened ;  it  will  therefore  rufli 
into  thofe  veflels  with  a  force  fliperior  to 

their 
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their  refiftancc,  and  by  putting  them  vio- 
lently on  the  ftretch,  may  occafion  pain, 
inflammation  and  fever;  particularly  in 
the  onicnttim  and  intefiincs,  where  they  are 
numerous  and  mod  yielding;  and  tliis  is 
more  probable,  becaufe  thofe  arteries,  be- 
fore th^y  enter  the  vilcera,  are  diyefted  of 
their  ftrong  external  coat. 

That  flich  a  change  in  the  circulation 
does  adlually  happen,  is  manifeft  from 
thofe  faintings  which  Sometimes  follow  a 
quick  deliver)^;  for,  when  the  long- 
continued  preflure  of  the  uterus  is  re- 
moved ;  the  blood,  by  gufhing  into  the 
inferior  veflels,  will  for  a  time,  deprive  the 
heart  and  brain  of  their  ufual  quantity. 

Tliis  contraftion  of  the  womb,  aHb  ren- 
ders its  veflels  impen/ious  to  the  blood  which 
before  pafl^d  fteely  through  them  for  the 
iervice  of  the  child  during  pregnancy ; 
and  confequently,  a  much  larger  quantity 
will  be  thrown  upon  the  contiguous  parts, 
tvHch  will  ftiU  add  to  then*  diilention,  and 

increafe 
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increafe  their  tendency  to  inflammation ; 
more  particularly  as  the  womb  is  abun- 
dantly iupplied  with  blood,  and  receives 
a  greater  quantity  of  veilels  in  proportion 
to  its  bulk,  than  any  other  part  of  the 
body. 

The  immoderate  fecretion  of  hiky  wliicli 
commences  about  this  time,  in  the  Cliild- 
bed  Fever,  moft  probably  arifes  from  the 
larne  cauie  ;  for,  as  the  vena  port^e  ventrdis, 
wliich  brings  blood  to  the  liver,  is  rooted 
in  the  inteftines,  it  will  neceilarily  receive 
from  thence  a  larger  fiipply  than  before  ; 
hence  a  more  copious  fecretion ;  as  it  is 
univerfally  allowed,  that  the  quantity  of 
fluid  {brained  ofr  In  any  gland,  will  al- 
ways be  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  and 
velocity  of  blood  pafiing  through  it. 

It  therefore  appears,  that  although  this 
fever  is  attended  with  a  preternatural  fe- 
cretion of  bile,  it  ou^ht  not  to  be  con- 
lidered  as  one  of  the  bilious  kind  ;  for  the 
great  redundancy  of  that  fluid  feems 
L  trucly 
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tniely  fymptomaticy  like  that  occafloned 
by  pain  and  fpafm  in  the  nephritic  colic, 
or  other  painful  afFedions  of  the  abdomi- 
nal viicera. 

At  the  attack  of  this  fever,  the  veflels 
on  the  furface  of  the  body,  during  the 
cold  fit,  are  exceedingly  conftrifted,  as  is 
evident  from  the  paleneis  of  the  fkin ;  and 
from  this  caiife  alfo,  a  greater  quantity  of 
blood  will  be  driven  to  the  internal  veflels^ 
wliich  will  ftill  further  increafe  the  quan- 
tity of  redundant  bile.  Agreeable  to  this 
obfervation,  the  bilious  vomiting  was  ge- 
nerally mod  violent  after  the  fliivering  fit, 
and  in  a  great  mealiire,  in  proportion  as 
that  was  more  or  leis  violent ;  and  even 
when  it  was  abated,  a  return  of  the  cold 
lit  would  often  bring  it  on  again,  as  well 
as  the  diarrhoea. 

From  this  twofold  change  in  the  circu- 
lation, the  vellels  of  the  heart  and  lungs 
will  alio  receive  more  blood  tlian  before ;. 
hence  a  difficulty  of  breatliing,  with  anx- 
iety 
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iety  and  oppreffion  at  the  bread  and  pr^e- 
£ordia,  which  ai'e  all  relieved  by  the  ap- 
proach of  the  hot  fit ;  that  is,  as  foon  as 
the  heart  re-a6ls  and  throws  its  blood  from 
the  centre  to  the  circumference  of  the 
body ;  and  when  tliis  cannot  be  effefed, 
from  its  want  of  fufficient  power ;  the 
blood  will  ftagnate  in  the  large  contiguous 
veflels,  and  the  patient  will  fuddenly  ex- 
pire. Tnftances  of  this  fort,  though  rare, 
have  been  known  to  happen,  particularly 
in  the  cold  fit  of  an  ague,  where  the  at^ 
tack  was  uncommonly  violent,  or  iii  dii^ 
eafes  of  the  very  deftruftive  kind. 

It  therefore  may  be  affiimed,  that  in 
general,  every  degree  of  rigor  is  followed 
by  a  degree  of  fever  proportionate  to  it ; 
from  the  re-aclion  of  the  heart,  which  yAW 
always  be  greater  or  lefs  according  to  the 
force  imprefled  upon  it  by  the  effed:  of  the 
cold  fit ;  fo  that  when  tliis  is  violent  and 
of  long  duration,  the  conlequence  is  much 
to  be  feared ;  eipecially  as  nature,  by  tlie 
L  2  febrile 
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febrile  ftruggle,  does  not  uHially  in  this 
difeafe  bring  on  a  ialutaiy  crifis.  As  the 
heart  now  arts  ftrongly,  the  momentum 
of  the  blood  on  the  folids  will  be  greatly 
increafed,  and  will  occalion  tenfion,  pain, 
and  inflammation,  wliich,  if  not  foon  re- 
moved, will  end  in  a  fuppiiration  of  the 
internal  parts,  and  produce  a  colkBion 
of  matter  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen, 
from  which  it  cannot  be  evacuated,  and 
therefore  muft  neceilarily  prove  mortal. 

If  the  preceding  reaibning  be  right,  it 
will  iliew  the  neceffity  of  attempting  to  di- 
miniib.  the  cold  fit,  by  the  plentiful  ufe  of 
diluting  fluids  given  warm  ;  and  alfo  of 
hot   applications   to   the   extremities  and 
flirface  of  the  body,  to  relax  the  cutane- 
ous vellels,  and  invite  the  bjood  thither, 
fb  as  to  relieve  thofe  of  the  vifcera  fi^om 
diftention ;   for  whatever  is  the  caufe  of 
this  Fever,  its  firft  impreffion  feems  to  be 
made  upon  the  nerves ;  which  leflens  their 
influence  on  the  body,  and  prevents  that 

free 
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free  and  equal  diftribution  of  die  blood 
Becellary  to  a  ilate  of  health. 

To  aniwer  tliis  intention,  I  would  pre- 
fer an  infulion  of  any  of  the  grateml  aro- 
matic vegetables  given  ^varm,  as  that  of 
mint  or  fage,  rather  than  fluids  of  the  Ipi-  v 
rituous  kind;  for,  by  their  heating  qua- 
lity, they  would  increafe  the  violence  of     ^ 

die  hot  fit  or  fubiequent  fever ;  which  is    \  h 
.     ,        ,.  .         ^"' 

the  principal  thing  to  be  guarded  againft ;     > 

whereas,  the  former  may  be  given  at  dil- 
cretion,  £o  as  onl)^  to  a6l  during  the  time  '  :\ 
of  the  rigor,  and  will  afterwards  become 
of  fervice  in  abating  the  febrile  fymptoms 
by  their  diluting  and  refolvent  power. 

This  tendency  to  inflammation  wiU  be 
moft  lilcely  to  produce  violent  effects  after 
delivery,  when  the  abdominal  vifcera  are 
in  a  tender  Irritable  ftate  ;  both  from  that 
change  in  the  circulation  already  men- 
tioned, wMch  for  a  time,  will  render  the 
woman's  conftitution  weak  and  valetu- 
dinary, and  alfo  fi'om  the  violent  efforts  of 

labour 
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labour  itfelf.  That  particular  parts  of  the 
body  are  more  dHpoied  to  infiammation, 
as  the  habit  changes  and  becomes  more 
irritable,  is  very  evident  from  repeated 
obfervation ;  tor  inPcance,  in  cafes  of  a  ftone 
in  the  bladder,  the  pain  and  inflammation 
are  not  continual,  but  only  produced  at 
particular  periods  from  fome  accidental 
exciting  cauie,  wliich  at  that  time  renders 
the  afxed:ed  part  more  fenfible. 

As  long  as  the  fblids  of  the  body  con- 
tinue in  their  natm^al  ftate,  they  will  al- 
low of  being  ftretched  to  a  certain  degree 
without  pain ;  but  as  foon  as  they  become 
inflamed  or  difeafed,  the  lead  irritation 
or  diftendins:  caule  will  bring;  on  the  moil 
intolerable  fenfations  ;  and  this  feems  to 
be  the  reafon  why  air  or  foeces  contained 
in  the  bowels,  at  one  time  produces  exeef' 
live  pain,  and  at  another  none  at  all. 

Hence  alfo  a  complication  of  this  fever* 
with  the  pleurijy  or  peripneumotiy ;  and  Ibme- 
times  a  delirium,  phrenfy,  or  madneis  may 

attend. 


On  the  CHILD-BED  FEVER.       87 

attend,  where  the  blood  is  more  immedi- 
ately determined  to  the  brain,  by  anxiet)^, 
grief,  or  any  caufe  which  occalions  the  in- 
tenfe  exercife  of  the  mind.  Three  cafes 
of  this  kind  have  occurred  to  me,  in  all 
which  the  difeaie  was  fatal ;  one  of  them 
was  that  of  a  baker's  wife  in  Weftminjler, 
who  remained  well  tiU  the  fourth  day  af- 
ter delivery,  but  being  Hiddenly  difturbed 
with  fbme  religious  Icruples,  (he  was  vio- 
lently feized  with  this  fever,  attended  with 
a  delirium,  which  carried  her  off;  notwith- 
flanding  the  uncommon  attention  paid  to 
her  fafety,  by  an  eminent  phyiician,  who 
was  called  in  at  my  requeft,  and  with 
whom  I  wifhed  to  have  conllilted,  but  ^vas 
accidentally  prevented. 

Dr.  Halesy  in  his  curious  H^mailatical 
Experiments,  clearly  demonftrates,  that 
the  impulfe  of  the  blood  on  its  containing 
veflels  is  exceedingly  increafed  by  the  vio- 
'  lent  aftion  of  the  mufcles,  partlculaiiy 
thofe  of  the  abdomen ;   l|e  alio  remarks, 

diat 
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that  air  I'etained  in  the  lungs  after  a 
deep  inipiration,  has  the  fame  efFed: ;  and 
iince  the  birth  of  a  child  is  brought  about 
by  a  combination  of  mufcular  forces,  viz. 
from  that  of  the  uterus,  affifted  by  the 
aclion  of  the  very  niulcles  already  mention- 
ed ;  namely,  thofe  of  the  abdomen  and  dia- 
plii'agm,  the  laft  of  wliich  is  prefled  down 
^  on  the  inferior  parts,  at  every  deep  in- 

ipiration; it  becomes  evident,  that  violent 
ftreis  is  laid  upon  the  veflels  of  all  the  ab- 
'■  domiiial  vifcera,  even  in  thofe  laboLU*s 
which  are  ftri^lly  natural.  Such  are  the 
eiFefts  of  labotir-pains  on  the  whole  vair 
cular  fyftem,  that  the  pulfe  which  before 
was  temperate  and  regular,  then  becomes: 
full  and  frequent;  the  complexion  florid, 
and  fbmetimes  the  face  is  enormoufly 
fwelled,  by  the  violent  efforts  and  flrain- 
ings  of  the  body.  Till  fuch  a  change  is 
produced,  women  are  not  flibjeci  to  this 
fever;  for  I  obierved,  that  thofe  with  cliild, 
who  affifted  the  nurfes  in  attending  the 

fick. 
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fick,  were  perfeclly  free  from  k,  even 
when  it  was  moft  rife ;  but  being  delivered, 
feveral  of  them  lickened  ibon  after,  and 
were  affe^led  with  the  fame  fymptoms  as 
the  reft.  May  not  diis  cuxumftance  there- 
fore, added  to  that  change  in  the  circu- 
lation already  remarked;  and  aHb  to  the 
great  fenlibility  and  irritability  of  the  habit, 
wliich  is  obferved  to  prevail  after  delivery, 
concur  as  fo  many  exciting  caufes  to  Idn- 
dle  up  tliis  fever?  and  aMb  (hew,  why 
women  are  never  fubjecl  to  it  before, 
■  hut  only  after  delivery;  and  more  particularly, 
dm'ing  an  unliealthy  conftitution  of  the 
atmoijphere :  For  if  this  dileale  was  omng 
to  the  compreffion  of  the  abdominal  vif- 
cera  in  general,  or  to  that  of  the  omentum 
in  particular,  independent  of  any  alter- 
ation in  the  air,  as  fbme  have  aflerted  ; 
fince  this  caufe  is  the  lame  in  all  gravid  wo- 
men, its  conlequences  would  aKb  be  uni- 
form, and  the  dileale  wouldbe  equally  fi e- 
quent  at  all  times  of  the  year,  inftead  of 

M  ■  pre- 
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prevailing  with  uncommon  yiolence  at  par- 
ticular ieafons :  Befides,  if  it  was  occafioned 
by  the  prefFm-e  of  the  gravid  uterus  on  the 
contiguous  vifcera;  it  would  neceilarily 
happen  before  delivery,  when  that  pi-efiui^e 
Avas  greateil:;  whereas,  experience  (Iiews  that 
it  never  appears,  'till  after  delivery,  even 
in  the  epidemical  feafon.  In  fliort,  if  preg- 
■  nancy  produced  this  fever ;  pregnant  wo- 
men would  be  lubje(5l>to  it,  and  delivery, 
by  emptyhig  the  uterus,  would  not  occa- 
ilon  it,  but  cure  it ;  according  to  that 
univerfal  axiom ;  take  away  the  caufe 
and  the  elFecl  will  ceafe* 

The  vital  powers  of  the  viicera  being 
thus  impaii^ed,  their  feveral  fund:ions  will 
be  unduly  performed,  particularly  the 
abforpion  of  lym-ph  from  the  abdominal 
cavity ;  hence  a  depravity  and  corruption 
of  this  retained  ftagnating  fluid,  and  an 
increaie  of  the  pain  and  inflammation 
of  thofe  parts  with  wMch  it  is  in  contad; 
hence  alfo  a  Rvelliiig  of  the  belly,  which 

may 
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may  be  looked  upon  as  a  true  tympanites, 
Tliis  morbid  afFeftion  did  not  feem  to  hap- 
pen from  wind  in  the  bowels  ;  for,  if  fo, 
it  would  have  flibfided  by  the  frequency 
of  the  purging  ftools :  it  was  evidently 
owing  to  the  expanfion  of  au*  generated 
in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  arifing  from 
a  putrid  diflblution  of  the  omeimm,  and 
from  a  corruption  of  the  pm-ulent  fluid 
found  there. 

The  difleiftion  of  bodies  thus  affecfted, 
confomed  me  in  tliis  opinion ;  for,  on 
cutting  into  the  abdomen,  a  putrid  flatus, 
intolerable  to  the  fmell,  illued  forth  with 
a  hiffing  noife,  and  the  prominence  of  the 
belly  immediately  fubfided.  In  general^ 
there  was  but  little  air  in  the  inteftines, 
which  were  likewife  almoft  empty  of fices^ 
and  only  contained  a  blackifli  fluid  lilce 
that  voided  by  ftool,  with  particles  of 
Ibmething  which  looked  like  fat  after  it 
had  been  melted  and  was  become  cold. 

M  2  Con- 
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Confidering  the  llippuration  of  the  ojuen- 
tum,  and  the  large  quantity  of  purulent 
fluid  found  in  the  abdomen  after  death ;  it  is 
ealy  to  fee  how  a  fever  which  was  truly  in- 
flammatory in  the  beginning,  may  foon  be- 
come putridy  by  an  abforption  of  that 
fluid  ;  which,  like  old  leaven,  will  taint  the 
blood,  and  by  exciting  a  putiid  ferment 
in  the  whole  mafs,  will  change  its  qualities 
into  thole  of  its  own  morbid  nature. 

The  fhn^lure  and  ufe  of  the  lymphatics, 
and  their  exillence  as  a  diftiftc^  fyltem  of 
veflels,  numeroufly  difhibfited  to  the  le- 
veral  cavities  of  the  body,  as  difcovered 
and  accurately  defcribed  by  Dr.  Htmter, 
together  with  experiments  made  on  qua- 
dnipedes,  ilifliciently  demonftrate  the  re- 
ality of  this  abforption  in  the  human  body ; 
for  it  has  often  been  oblerved,  that  altho' 
a  large  quantity  of  any  warm  fluid  had 
been  injefted  into  the  abdominal  cavity  of 
diiFerent  apimals  in  the  living  ftate,  not  a 
drop  of  it  could  be  found  after  death. 

Befldes; 
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Befides ;  as  the  liver  chiefly  receives  its 
blood  from  the  inteftines,  the  omentum  and 
myfentery  ;  wliich  is  loaded  with  oil,  ab- 
forbed  by  the  veins  from  the  two  laft  parts, 
fb  as  to  render  it  fitter  for  the  iecretion  of 
hik  ;  it  will  follow,  that,  as  loon  as  the  o?nen- 
tumis  defooyed  by  a  putrid  diilblution;  the 
refluent  blood  carried  to  the  liver,  will  be 
vitiated  and  corrupted ;  and  pafling  through 
that  gland  to  mix  with  the  general  maft, 
will  contaminate  the  whole,  and  produce  a 
true  fehris puruknta.  Hence  general  inflam- 
mation, adhefions  of  the  lungs  to  the  pleura^ 
a  collection  of  ^mxidfcrum  in  the  thorax, 
and  matter  under  the  flernum  ;  as  in  the 
cafe  of  Harriot  Triieman  ;  and  this  appears 
the  more  probable,  becaufe,  on  enquiiy 
of  the  patient's  friends,  I  could  not  find 
that  flie  had  ever  been  in  the  leafl  lubj'eCl 
to  any  complaint  in  the  breaft.  More- 
over, as  i'f/(?,of  ail  the  humours  in  the  body, 
is  mofl  liable  to  be  changed ;  this  fluid, 
tainted  with  blood  brought  from  the  difeafed 
.^.   -  omentum y 
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omentum,  will  fbon  become  putrid ;  and  by- 
its  caiiflic  acrimony  create  anxiety,  fick- 
nefs,  and  vomiting,  with  tormina  in  the 
bowels,  and  a  profoie  diarrhaca  ;  fb  that  it 
wiE  now  offend  in  quality,  as  well  as  in 
quantity  ;  'wliich  laft  has  already  been  fuf- 
feientiy  taken  notice  of.  Before  it  is  al- 
tered from  its  natural  flate,  it  feems  in  a 
^reat  meaHire  inoffenfive  to  the  ftomach  ; 
becaufe  the  frefh,  infpiflated  bile  of  ani- 
mals, given  as  a  medicine,  does  not  occa- 
iion  the  above  diforders. 

Thus  I  think  it  will  evidently  appear, 
that  the  fymptoms  of  putrefaction  were  not 
originally  fiich,  but  are  produced  by  7ne- 
taflafis  ;  not  from  that  of  vitiated  milk  or 
obftrnCled  lochia,  as  generally  ilippoied ; 
but  by  the  ablbrption  of  thofe  puridcnt  ftuids 
ftagiiating  in  the  abdomen,  and  by  a  mor- 
bid tranflation  of  matter  from  the  fup- 
pur  ate  d  omentum ;  and  if  ever  the  marks 
of  putrefaction  appear  in  the  beginning 
they  are  confined  to  the  primse  viae  only; 

and 
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and  arife  from  the  tainted,  rancid  bile  ; 
fbr  a  corruption  of  the  blood  and  juices 
never  happens  till  in  the  advanced  flate  of 
tliis  diieafe  ;  otherwife,  iuch  a  putrefa<^ive 
tendency  in  the  habit  would  certainly  ex- 
ert itfelf  fooner,  and  produce  the  difeafe 
before  delivery  ;  eipeciaUy  in  the  epidemical 
feaibn. 

As  fbon  as  an  internal  mortification  com- 
mences, the  pain  ceafes;  which  perliiades 
thofe  preient  that  the  patient  is  better ;  but 
when  this  iliddenly  happens,  after  Jt  has 
been  exceffive  for  a  long  time,  and  in  an 
advanced  flate  of  the  diieale,  without  any 
critical  evacuation  which  could  prove  filu- 
tary,  it  is  a  fatal  and  delufive  fign ;  and 
fbon  followed  by  a  linking,  quick  and 
intermitting  pulie,  f\velling  of  the  beUy,  a 
diftrefled  countenance,  with  partial,  faint 
iweats  on  thebreaft  and  face,  and  fbmetimes 
by  a  delirium,  which  fhew  that  death  is 
at  hand. 

That 
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That  acute  and  incomparable  pracftieal 
phyficlan  BagUviy  was  the  firft  who  de- 
fcribed  the  my fenteric  fever  ;  and  obfen^es, 
diat  latent  inflammations  of  the  viicera, 
are.  generally  the  caufe  of  thofe  fevers 
,  called  malignant,  and  which  often  end 
in  an  abfceis  or  gangrene  of  the  afFecfted 
parts,  when  bleeding  has  been  negiecled. 

In  painfnl  or  inflammatory  difeafes  of 
the  vifcera,  fo  great  is  the  fenfibility  of 
the  ieveral  parts,  that  the  whole  nervous 
iyilem  is  eafity  dra^vn  into  confent ;  hence 
a  preverfion  or  defecft  of  their  feveral  na- 
tural fiinftions.     The  heart  wiU  alfo  be 
%s?s^|i^e£led  with  a  fpaihi,  and  not  being  able 
duly  to  perform  its  office,  the  pulfe  wiU 
become    quick,    weak  and  intermitting. 
Tliis  diminution  of  nervous  influence  on 
tlie  aifecled  internal  parts,  will  aKb  ac- 
count for  the  great  and  ilidden  lofs   of 
ftrength,  and  (hew  why  the  pulfe  is  weak, 
quick,  and  irregular  in  the  Cliild-bed  Fever, 
2nflea4  o^  being  hard  and  fuU,  as  in  the 

pleurily ; 
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pleuriiy ;  and  indeed,  in  mofl  difeaies  of 
the  abdominal  vitcera,  the  pulle  becomes 
lan^iid,  and  loofes  its  firmnefs,  before 
there  can  be  any  a(ftual  proftration  of  bo-^ 
dily  ftrength ;  as  in  cafes  of  taldng  poifon, 
or  where  a  violent  fit  of  the  gout  iliddenly 
fixes  upon  any  of  the  vital  parts. 

As  it  appears  that  women,  fb  long  as  \ 
they  remain  with  child,  are  not  more  liib-'  \ 
je6l  to  this  fever,  than  others  who  are  not 
pregnant;  it  will  follow,  that  a  diftempe*   j^J>^.   r 
rature  of  the  air,  is  not  alone  fiifficient  to  |*#j/j4^ 
produce  it,  until  it  is  aflifted  by  a  change 
of  the  habit  in  confequence  of  delivery ; 
but  as  iueh  a  change  is  then  common  to  all 
women,  it  is  alfo  evident,  that  in  general, 
it  may  be  endured  without  much  danger, 
wliilfl  the  feaibn  remains  healthy ;  fince 
icarce  one  in  a  thoufand  is  then  affe6led 
with  it  ;  except  from  errors  in  diet,  the 
paflions  of  the  mind,  the  eifecl  of  taldng 
cold,  or  other  raanife(^t  excidng  caufes; 
C^Q^feqtiently,    it  will   always    be   found 
N  moil 
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mod  fevere,  whenever  Hich  concurring^ 
caies  are  moft  numerous,  and  in  propor- 
tion as  they  are  more  or  lefs  dangerous  in 
their  own  nature:  Thus  for  inftance,  it 
win  always  be  found  mo^  fatal,  when  moil 
'epidemical,  that  is,  during  a  diftemperature 
of  the  air;  and  leaflof  allfb,  when  it  hap. 
pens  in  heakhy  feafons,  from  accidental 
caules  only.  If  at  fuch  a  time,  it  fliould 
arife  limply  from  taking  cold,  it  it  often 
terminated  by  a  profufe,  long-continued 
fweat ;  if  from  food  offending  the  flomach 
in  quantity  or  quality,  the  patient  is  often 
fbon  relieved  by  ipontaneous  vomiting  or 
a  diarrhoea ;  but  on  the  contrary,,  if  it  ia 
brought  on  by  the  paffions  of  the  mind, 
the  event  m  different ;  for  as  the  caule  con- 
tinues, fa  does  the  fever  likewife ;  befides 
in  fuch  cales^  there  is  generally  a  defeft  in 
the  natural  ieeretions  and  excretions,  and 
as  nothing  will  weaken  the  vital  powers  of 
the  body  fo  much  as  cMrefs  of  mind;  a  fa^ 

lutarj? 
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lutary  crilis  is  then  hardly  ever  icnown  to 
happen. 

It  has  alfo  been  oblerved,  that  the  diP 
eafe  generally  comes  on  about  the  iecond 
or  third  day  after  delivery,  and  that  the 
fconer  it  attacks  the  patient,  the  more  file 
is  in  danger.  The  fenfibility  and  irritabi- 
Mtyof  the  body,  wliich  are  always  oblerved 
to  be  greatell  at  that  time,  feem  to  ac- 
count for  the  firil  of  thele  circumftances, 
and  alfo  (liew  why  the  fever  is  then  moil: 
dangerous  in  the  event ;  feeing,  tliat  this 
predHpofing  caule  exiiiing  in  the  habit, 
will  then  moil;  powerfully  co-operate  with, 
or  increaie  the  agency  of  any  other  exter- 
nal caufe,  wliich  may  chance  to  cccur. 

From  the  preceding  hiilory  of  the 
Child-bed  Fever ^  joined  to  its  morbid  ap- 
pearances already  mentioned ;  the  follow^- 
iiig  conciufions  rnay  be  drawn  by  way  oi 
recapitulation. 

Fii-fl,  that  it  does  not  arHe  from  a 
U'anflation  of  cornipted  milk,  nor  ohftm^ed 

N  .2  lochia; 
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lochia  *  fecondly,  that  it  is  not  owing  to  art 
inflammation  of  the  titenis ;  tliii'dly,  that  a 
cei'tain  mechanical  change  produced  in  the 
body  by  deliveryj  is  the  principal  predijf- 
poling;  caufe  of  the  difeafe^  and  the  reafon 
why  it  is  peculiar  to  luomen  after  delivery  only  i 
fourthly,  that  whenever  it  is  I'emarkably 
frequent  and  fatal  at  particular  feaibns,  its 
proximate  caufe  ought  to  be  referred  to  a 
noxious  cojtftitiitioTi  of  the  air  ;  which  was  Hill 
more  fully  proved  by  thofe  caies,  where 
the  feVer  Hiddenly  appeared  in  the  epide- 
mical feafon,  without  any  other  evident 
caufe  whatfoever.  Fifthly,  that  it  may 
fbmetimes  happen  in  the  moft  healthy 
feaibns,  from  the  accidental  caiifes  alrea- 
dy enum.erated  ;  and  that  in  fuch  in- 
ftances,  it  is,  leaft  dangerous ;  {ixthly,  that 
the  temporary  change  brought  upon  the 
habit,  by  delivery,  may  generally  be  en- 
dured without  producing  this  fever,  if 
none    o?  the   caules  akeady    mentioned 

then 
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then  happen  to  fupen^ene;  and  aFo  that 
women  are  more  or  leis  fubjedl  to  the  im- 
predion  of  all  fuch  caufes,  in  proportion  to 
the  feniibiiity  and  initability  of  their  habit: 
Laftly,  that  it  is  not  owing  to  the  preP 
fiure  of  the  gravid  uterus  on  the  abdominal 
vifiera  in  general,  or  the  o??ienttim  in 
particular  ;  •  for  if  fo,  pregnant  women 
Would  be  more  iubject  to  it,  than  thole 
lately  delivered ;  wliich  is  contraiy  to  all 
experience* 

I  have  been  more  difFiiie  in  wliat  re- 
lates to  the  pathology  of  tHs  difeafe,  be- 
caiife,  notliing  will  fo  much  tend  to  efta- 
blifh  a  rational  metliod  of  ciu^e,  as  thole 
obfervations  which  immediately  reflilt  from 
the  difeafe  itfelf ;  the  ftructure  and  ule  of 
the  feveral  affefted  parts,  and  their  morbid 
appearances  after  death. 

In  the  Child-hed  Fever,  therefore,  as  wel 
as  all  thoie,  which  like  it,  are  trueiy  in- 
flammatory, and  uniformly  produce  in- 
ternal fuppiiration  ;  bleeding  is  the  only  re_ 

medy 
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inedy  wliich  can  give  the  patient  a  chance 
for  life  ;  elpecially,  as  local  inflammation, 
if  violent,  more  frequently  terminates  by 
luppuration  than  any  other  means,  where 
that  has  been  neglefted. 

Indeed,  from  the  ftri(^ell:  attention  to 
the  leveral  fymptoms  and  circumftances 
of  this  difeaie  ;  without  fliaping  a  theory 
to  coincide  with  any  particular  method  of 
practice  ;  the  reafons  for  bleeding  are  as 
manifeft  and  cogent  as  in  the  pkurijy  itlelf> 
where  an  e?npyema  is  fbmetimes  brought 
on ;  for  a  collecffcion  of  matter  either 
in  the    thorax  or  abdomen   are  equ.aUy 

fatal. 

The  principal  obje6llons  by  thofe  who  are 

averle  to  bleeding,  are  as  follow.  Coniider- 
ing  the  lois  of  blood  after  delivery,  and 
the  fubfequent  lochial  difcharge,  it  would 
exliaufl  the  patient's  ftrength  too  much, 
eiJ3eciaily  as  ihe  is  uilially  enjoined  an  ab- 
ftemious  diet  for  leveral  days  after  ;  that 
by  lellening  the  flrerigth,  it  would  pre- 
vent 
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vent  a  crifis ;  increafe  the  irritability  of  the 
body,  and  aggravate  all  the  fymptoms  of 
this  fever,  or  difpofe  it  to  become  putrid. 
But  thofe  are  groiindlefs  fears,  and  plain- 
ly contradi(ffced  by  what  is  oblerved  in 
practice ;  for  the  violence  of  the  fever 
and  the  fymptomutic  purging  arifing  from 
it,  will  be  found  to  fink  the  patient's 
flrength  much  more  than  the  lofs  of 
blood ;  which,  on  the  contrary,  by  re- 
moving the  tenfion  and  pain  from  die 
bowels,  which  adl  as  a  flimulus  and 
keep  up  the  diarrhoea,  will  have  the 
eifedl  of  an  anodyne^  and  more  fafely 
abate  that  difcharge  than  either  opiates 
or  aflringents  ;  both  of  which  are  highly 
improper  at  the  beginning  of  the  dip 
eafe.  Bleeding,  by  diminiiliing  die  quantity 
and  force  of  the  blood  through  the  Ks^er, 
and  the  larger  internal  vellels,  wiU  like- 
wife  leflen  the  fecretion  of  bile,  and  there- 
fore relieve  the  ficknels  and  anxiety   at 

flomach. 
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flomach,  as  well  as  the  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing and  oppreffion  at  the  praecordia. 

Befides;  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
women  after  deliveiy,  el]3ecially  thofe 
who  do  not  ilickle,  are  able  to  bear  the 
lofs  of  blood  much  better  than  is  gene- 
rally imagined;  for  as  the  fcEtus  does 
not  then  demand  its  long-accnftomed 
liipply  of  nom'iiliment,  it  will  revert  to 
the  mother,  and  create  a  kind  of  tempo* 
rary  plethora,  as  already  obferved. 

It  ought  alio  to  be  remarked,  that  nei- 
ther inmiition  or  plethora,  are  natural  to 
the  body  in  a  healthy  flate ;  that  the  one 
extreme  is  as  hurtful  as  the  other,  and  will 
produce  irritation  in  as  liigh  a  degree ;  for 
in  plethoric  habits,  where  the  veflels  are 
overcharged,  and  violently  upon  theftretch, 
all  thelymptoms  of  irritability  are  evidently 
increafed.  The  famequantity  oflightwliich 
did  not  offend  the  eye  in  its  natural  flate» 
becomes  intolerable  to  it  when  inflamed ; 
aiid  the  ear  is  not  able  to  endure  the  lead 

noii^, 
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iioiie,  without  being  dHagreeably  afFe£led, 
after  being  feized  with  inflammation. 

To  proceed,  early  and  copious  bleedings 
at  the  firft  onfet  of  the  difeafe,  will  prove 
much  more  ferviceable  than  afterwards ; 
'  thus,  eight  or  ten  ounces  of  blood  taken 
away  at  firft,  will  afford  more  relief  than 
twice  that  quantity  at  different  times.  By 
the  firft  method,  the  tenfion  of  the  veflels 
is  ftiddenly  taken  off,  and  the  pain,  fever, 
and  inflammation  are  therefore  abated.  The 
whole  vafcular  fyftem  being  now  relieved, 
a  more  free  and  equal  diftribution  of  the 
blood  will  follow,  and  the  natural  fecretions 
being  more  duly  performed,  ?i  falutary  crifis 
may  the  rather  be  expefted.  On  the  con- 
trary, where  the  veflels  have  remained 
long  on  the  ftretch,  and  being  as  it  were 
overfb:'ained,  have  loft  their  refifting  power ; 
all  the  above  fymptoms  will  be  increafed; 
and  although  blood  (liould  at  laft  be  drawn, 
if  the  inflammatoiy  fymptoms  have  run 
high,  and  matter  has  begun  to  form  in 
O  the 
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the  omentum,  or  any  of  the  vital  parts,  from 
\^  liich  it  cannot  be  evacuated ;  it  is  then 
too  late  to  expecl  relief;  for  tlie  difeale 
miifl  neceflarily  become  fatal,  both  by  a 
diilbkition  of  the  parts  ellential  to  life,  and 
by  a  confinement  of  that  purulent  fluid, 
wliich  will  not  only  corrupt  and  deftroy 
the  foiTounding  parts,  but  by  its  abforp- 
tion  win  fbon  taint  the  whole  fluid  mais  . 
fo  that  altho'  bleeding  in  the  begimiing,  is 
the  principal  remedy  to  be  depended 
upon,  it  will  feldom  prove  of  fervice  after 
xheficond  or  third  day  of  the  attack;  and 
if  dii'ei^led  flill  later,  will  only  further  ex- 
hauit  and  enfeeble  the  patient,  and  hafteii 
her  ewd. 

Confidering  the  languid  ftate  of  the  pa- 
tient, and  the  weaknefs  of  the  puHe,  even 
in  the  beginning  of  this  fever,  I  was  fiir- 
prized  to  find  that  the  inflammation  had 
fometimes  run  ih  liigh  and  made  fo  rapid 
a  progreis,  as  to  produce  matter  in  the  ab- 
domen, fo  early  as  the  fourth  or  fifth  day 

after 
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after  the  firll  attack  ;  as  will  appear  in  the 
cale  of  Harriot  Tnieman ;  wliich  fully  proves 
the  necejfiity  of  bleeding  early ,  or  not  at  alL 
Practitioners,  from  a  fcrupulous  atten- 
tion  to  theii'  reputation,    are   generally 
iparing  in  the  application  of  iuch  remedies 
as  have  been  doubted  in  their  good  eirecfts, 
by  thole  of  the  profeffion,  or  even  where 
vulgar  prejudices  have  been  violent  in  op- 
poling  their  ufe.  It  is  no  wonder  therefore, 
confidering  the  weaknefs  of  the  pulle,  fb  re- 
markable in  this  fever,  togetherwith  the  ob- 
jections already  mentioned,   that  bleeding 
fnould  have  been  directed  with  an  uncom- 
mon degree  of  caution  :  for  if  blood  v/as 
drawn  at  aU,  it  was  only  in  the  moft  trifling 
quantities,  and  feldom  tiU  the  decline  of  the 
difeale,  where  every  thing  elfe  had  been  tried 
in  vain ;  and  confequently,  where  matter 
feeing  formed,  neither  that  evacuation,  nor 
any  other  human  means,  could  poffibly 
avail.   Thus,  the  mifapplication  of  tliis  re- 
medy, plainly  appears   to  have  been  the 
O  z  reafon 
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realbn  why  it  was  not  fooner  adopted  as 
fafe  and  beneiicial. 

In  fhort,  as  no  puntknt  matter  is  ever 
fbrmed  without  2. preceding  inflammation;  and 
as  no  means  have  hitherto  been  found  fb 
efFecftual  in  abating  inflammation,  as  hleedr 
ingy  laxatives  and  ■plentiful  dilution  ;  thofe, 
who  cannot  fee  the  abfblute  neceffity  for 
their  uie,  muft  certainly  fhut  their  eyes  on 
aU  conviction. 

As  the  cm'e  will  be  found  to  depend 
principally  on  the  feafbnable  lofs  of  blood  ; 
it  wiU  be  requiUte  to  regard  aU  fneh  indica^ 
tions  as  may  be  taken  from  theftate  of  the 
pulfe^  and  to  lay  down  fuch  rules  and  cau^ 
tions  as  particularly  relate  to  tliis  circum* 
ftance. 

Nothing  will  fo  clearly  point  out  the 
time  when  this  remedy  ought  to  be  di-^ 
re(^ted,  as  a  previous  acquaintance  with  the 
natural  ftate  of  the  puHe,  which  is  found 
to  vary  exceedingly  in  different  habits  of 
body :  A  difference  in  the  fize  atid  diftriT 

butiom 
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bution  of  the  artery  conftituting  the  pulTe 
will  alio  occafion  very  different  impreffions 
on  the  finger,  in  regard  to  its  flrength  or 
weaknels ;  conieqnently,  it  ought  to  be 
alternately  felt  in  each  arm  of  the  fame 
peribn.  The  general  habit,  age,  and 
manner  of  living,  will  alfo  afford  great 
information  in  this  particular;  for  inftance, 
if  the  patient  is  young,  and  has  previoully 
enjoyed  an  uninterrupted  ftate  of  health, 
with  a  keen  appetite  and  good  digeflion  ; 
when  the  pulfe  in  fiich  a  perfon  feems  to 
fink  in  the  very  beginning ;  fiich  a  Hidden 
alteration  ariies  from  oppreffion,  and  not 
weaknefs,  and  requires  immediate  lofs 
of  blood;  particularly,  if  no  proftife  eva- 
cuation has  preceded,  fuch  as  hemorrhage, 
diarrhoea  ;  or  long  abftinence,  anxiety  of 
mind  with  want  of  refl,  or  great  bodily 
fatigue.  On  the  contrary,  if  (he  has  been 
of  a  valetudinary,  hyflerical  habit,  with 
lax  fibres,  a  bad  digeition  and  pale  alpec^l:; 
12L  languid  puHe,  with  fuch  appearances, 

may 
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may  reafoiiably  be  imputed  to  a  real 
want  of  bodily  flTength  rather  than  op- 
preilion  ;  and  confequently,  bleeding 
ought  to  be  omitted. 

We  are  aifb  told,  that  on  compreffing 
tlie  artery  at  the  wrift,  with  the  finger, 
if  from  being  fmail  and  apparently 
weak,  it  faddenly  becomes  more  ftrong 
and  renitent ;  we  may  be  fare  it  is  opprel^ 
fion,  and  not  weakneis,  which  then  pre- 
vails :  this,  however,  I  tliink  is  not  an  opi- 
nion well  founded  ;  for  whether  the  artery 
beats  languidly  from  real  weakneis,  or 
the  diminiilied  impuFe  of  the  heart,  or 
whether  the  aclion  of  the  arterial  fyftem 
is  overcome  by  too  great  a  plenitude  of 
the  veilels ;  the  efFecl:  wiH  be  nearly  the 
lame  in  both  cafes,  and  the  artery  wiU  a6t 
v^^eakly  on  the  touch. 

The  degree  of  ilrength  will  be  better 
known  by  attending  to  the  more  obvious 
iigns  of  ftrength  or  weakneis,  and  by 
regarding  the  iiowneis  or  frequency  of  the 

puifc  ; 
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puife ;  for,  in  proportion  as  the  bodily 
flrength  is  exliaufted,  it  increafes  in  fre^ 
quency  ;  and  on  the  contrary,  when  tlie 
ftrength  remains  unimpaired,  the  number 
of  pulfations  are  proportionably  lefs ;  but 
being  both  more  full  and  ftrong,  the  cir- 
culation is  then  more  uniformly  carried 
on  than  when  the  artery  beats  quicker  ;  for 
the  free  and  equal  diftribution  of  blood 
tlirough  its  veflels,  does  not  depend  upon 
the  fi'equency  of  the  heart's  conti-^clion^ 
but  on  the  degree  of  feength  and  energy 
%\'ith  which  it  afts  at  each  puliation. 

But  the  mod  fecure  way  of  proceeding 
in  doubtflil  cafes,  wdil  be  to  feel  the  pulie 
durinoj  the  time  that  blood  is  fiowing: 
from  the  vein  ;  if  its  ftrolces  become  more 
ftrong,  ample  and  free,  the  quantity  to 
be  taken  away  may  be  increafed ;  but  if 
it  finks  and  loles  its  equality,  the  bleeding 
orifice  fhould  immediately  be  clofed.  How- 
ever care  is  to  be  taken,  left  we  are  im- 
pofed  upon  by  that  langoui'  of  the  pulfe, 

brouglit 
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brought  on  from  the  compreffion  of  the 
artery,  by  an  over-tightnefs  of  the  ligature 
round  the  arm. 

It  was  neceilary  to  be  more  parti- 
cular on  this  head,  as  there  is  great  dif- 
ference between  nature  opprejjcd,  and  iia- 
tiire  exhaufted'y  and  as  the  lafety  of  the 
patient  principally  depends  upon  a  true 
diftinftion  between  a  real  want  of  flrength, 
and  that  which  is  only  apparent. 

Without  WQ  are  previouily  acquainted 
with  the  natural  ilate  of  the  puHe,  and 
its  number  of  ftrokes  in  a  minute,  when 
the  body  is  in  health  ;  but  little  infor- 
mation can  be  had  when  w^e  are  told  that 
it  beats  a  hundred  and  twenty,  or  any 
certain  number  of  ftrokes  in  a  minute,  in 
the  time  of  a  diieaie.  I  have  therefore 
in  the  liiilory  of  the  calls  wliich  foUow, 
rather  chofen  to  iignify  the  degree  of  fe- 
verifli  heat,  by  the  general  terms  of  weak 
and  ilrong,  quick  or  (low,  as  applied  to 

the 
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the  puKe,  than  by  mentioning  the  precjle 
nuniber  bf  its  ftrokes  in  a  minute. 

From  thele  preceding  general  obierva" 
tions,  the  indication  of  cure  is  to  be 
taken :  Hence  it  will  follow,  that  bleed* 
lug  ought  to  be  direfted  at  the  very  onfet 
of  the  difeafe ;  fecondly,  that  it  will  be 
neceflary  to  diminiih  the  violence  and  du- 
ration of  the  cold  fit  ;  tliii'dly,  that  the 
redundant,  corrupted  bile  is  to  be  evacua- 
ted and  corre^led  as  foon  as  poilible ; 
fom'tlily,  that  the  diarrhwa,  when  excef- 
five,  ought  to  be  reilrained  by  emollient, 
anodyne  clyfters,  and  gentle  fudorifics^ 
or  even  by  opiates  and  mild  ailringents, 
when  the  patient's  ftrength  begins  to 
fink  under  the  long-continued  dHcharge  ; 
and  laftly,  that  where  the  figns  of  pitre- 
fadion  or  an  intermi[fion  of  the  fever  ap- 
pear ;  that  antifeptics  and  the  -periivian 
hark  may  be  administered. 

The  choice  of  remedies  is  often  a  mat-? 

ter  of  great  difficulty,  even  to  thofe  mofl 
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coiivei-fant  with  the  natiure  of  difeafes ; 
and  after  that  is  detei'mined,  it  is  not  fa 
much  the  medicine  itfelf,  as  the  applica- 
tion of  it  which  renders  it  truly  falutary  ; 
for  as  thino's  derive  their  value  from  then' 
proper  ufe ;  fo  efficacious  medicines  inju- 
dicioufly  adminiftered,  like  blellings  per- 
verted, are  of  all  others,  the  mofl  dange- 
rous;  fince  whatever  is  powerfully  good 
when  properly  given,  will  become  as 
powerfully  bad,  if  miiapplied. 

As  it  is  of  great  ufe  to  diicover  by  a 
fair  trial,  what  medicines  are  principally 
to  be  depended  upon  in  the  cure  of  par- 
ticular diieafes ;  fo  it  would  be  highly 
fervicable  if  thole  in  practice,  confcious 
of  their  own  upright  intention,  would  alio 
venture,  candidly  to  point  out  fuch  me- 
thods and  medicines,  as  they  had  found 
either  tifelefs  or  prejiidiciaL 

In  general,  I  tliink  too  much  is  at- 
tempted by  medicines  ;  and  as  theii'  pro- 
per application  requires  much  lldll,  Gi  it 
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ought  no  ieis  to  be  deemed  true  medical 
knowledge,  to  determine  when  it  is  better 
to  ftand  ftil],  and  watch  the  operations  of 
Nature,  rather  than  to  proceed  in  the 
dark,  and  run  the  rifk  of  thwarting  her 
fakitary  endeavours  :  By  fuch  means  fonie 
difeafes  either  become  tedious  in  the  cure, 
if  happily  they  are  cured  at  all;  wliich, 
in  a  manner  left  to  themfelves,  or  treated 
by  iimple  remedies,  would  perhaps  be  ter- 
minated more  favourably ;  eipeciaUy  where 
the  habit  of  body  is  good,  the  vifcera 
found,  and  the  natural  fecretions  neither 
greatly  defeftive  nor  perverted. 

Nothing  can  be  more  blameable  than 
that  precipitate  and  defultoiy  method  of 
flying  from  one  medicine  to  another,  at 
the  appearance  of  every  new  fymptom  5 
without  waiting  a  iufficient  time  to  ob- 
ferve  the  effect  of  any ;  it  is  indeed  pre- 
scribing for  the  Jymptoms  only^  inftead  of 
the  caufe  of  the  difeafe  from  which  they 
fpring  ;  and  is  not  acting  more  rationally 
P  z  than 
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than  he  who  ihould  attempt  to  clear  liis 
garden  of  weeds  by  plucking  off  their 
leaves. 

In  regard  to  the  lois  of  blood,  the  quan- 
tity to  be  taken  away  is  not  lb  much  to 
be  determined  by  its  appearance,  as  by 
the  degree  of  pain,  fever,  and  diiSculty 
of  breatliing;  for  its  ftzinefs  is  not  un- 
common in  pregnant  women,  even  in  a  ftate 
of  health;  and  in  difeafes  of  the  inflam- 
xnacory  kind,  it  ieems  to  be  the  confe- 
quence,  and  not  the  caufe  of  inflam- 
mation ;  for  the  firft-drawn  blood  is  iel- 
dom  ever  lb  iizy  as  that  taken  away  after 
the  continuance  of  the  fever. 

When  the  patient  is  young  and  ple- 
thoric, the  puMe  full,  the  thirft  great,  the 
fkin  dry,  and  the  urine  Mgh  coloured  5 
fhe  may  loie  eight  or  ten  ounces  of  blood, 
in  the  beginning,  with  great  lafety  and  ad- 
vantage ;  and  a  fmaller  quantity  mayafter^ 
wards  be  repeatedly  taken  away,  in  pro^ 
portion  to  the  violence  of  'the  iyrftptoms. 

Large 
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Large  draughts  of  warm  tea,  or  any- 
other  diluting  liquor  may  then  be  given, 
and  afterwards,  bladders  half  full  of  hot 
water  may  be  wrapped  in  flannels  and 
applied  to  the  Ibles  of  the  feet,  the  axillae 
and  fides  ;  in  order  to  leflen  the  violence 
of  the  cold  fit,  and  to  keep  up  the  circu- 
ladon  in  the  extre:iiities  and  flirface  of 
the  body,  where  it  is  moft  languid. 

One  would  have  imagined  that  the 
luarm  hath  bid  fairer  to  ani^ver  this  inten- 
tion than  any  thing  elfe,  as  it  ad:s  like  a 
imiveriiil  fomentation  applied  to  the  iurface 
of  the  body  ;  and  the  rather  fince  it  has 
been  found  to  procm'e  almoft  mflant  eaie 
in  other  diforders  of  the  bowels ;  but  to  the 
confuiion  of  all  theory,  in  thole  cafes  where 
it  Vv^as  tried,  it  by  no  means  anfwered  my 
expe<jl:ation ;  and  from  what  1  could  learn, 
fiicceeded  no  better  with  others ;  for  the 
greateft  part  of  thofe  died  for  whom  it 
was  direcled :  This  however  in  fbme  mea- 
Cljre  might  be  owing  to  want  of  bleeding, 

wliich 
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wliicb  was  generally  neglected  in  the  be- 
gjiining ;  or  becaufe,  like  that,  it  was 
made  ufe  of  too  late,  viz.  after  the  for- 
matio7t  of  matter  in  the  abdomen. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  warm  bath,  by 
firft  a<51ing  as  a  refolvent,  from  an  abfbrp- 
tion  of  the  aqueous  particles  into  the  blood, 
will  footh  the  nerves,  relax  the  fkin  and 
enlarge  the  pores,  and  therefore,  will  tend 
to  promote  a  free  peripiration,  without 
heating  the  body  •  and  as  I  am  flill  inclined 
to  tliink  favourably  of  it,  when  feafbnably 
applied  after  bleedings,  could  wifh  to  re* 
eonimend  it  as  a  remedy  which  deferves 
further  trial. 

When  it  is  thought  neceflary,  a  bathing 
tub  near  two  parts  foil  of  w^arm  water, 
may  be  placed  at  the  patient's  bed-fide, 
into  which  fhe  may  be  gently  lifted,  and 
iliifered  to  remain  for  ten,  fifteen  minutes^ 
or  longer  if  fhe  does  not  grow  faint :  when 
taken  out,  a  clean,  warm  fheet  may  in* 
ftantly  be  applied  aU  over  her  body,  to 

Ipunge 
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ijpunge  lip  the  moiiture  ;  after  which,  a 
loofe  flannel  gown,  long  enough  to  cqme 
down  to  her  feet,  may  be  put  on  warm 
next  the  fkin ;  and  draughts  of  any  thin 
diluting  fluid  may  then  be  given  in  bed, 
to  promote  a  free  perfoiration.  The 
bath  fhould  only  be  of  a  temperate 
degree  of  heat,  otherwiie,  inftead  of  re- 
laxing, it  will  crifp  the  fibres  of  the  fldn, 
and  defeat  the  very  pm'pofes  for  Vv^hich  it 
was  intended. 

To  evacuate  offending  bile  fi^om  the 
ftomach,  nothing  proved  more  effe(fbjal 
than  the  following  ^7;z^rzV.* 

1^.     Tart,  emet.  gr.  iifs 
ylq,  akx.  fimp,    '^ifi 
Oxjmel.  Scillit,   ^iii  mifce. 
It  a(^ed  much  fboner  than  rpecacoanha^  and 
did  not  bring  on    fuch  intolerable  and 
long-continued  flcknefs  after  its  firfl  ope- 
ration ;  which  perhaps  might  be  owing  to 
a  more  perfed;  folution  of  the   antimony 
by  the  acidity  of  the  oxymel ;  it  alfo  feems 

to 
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to  poflefs  a  febrifuge  quality,  and  difpoies 
the  patient  to  fweat ;  but  tliis  might  pro- 
bably be  owing  to  what  is  common  with 
other  emetics,  which  produce  fuch  an  ef- 
fed:  by  agitating  the  body, 

"When  the  naufea  and  iieknefs  are  violent, 
the  Vomit  fliould  be  weaker ;  but  if  the 
ftomach  is  fcarcely  afFe61ed,  it  may  then 
be  wholly  omitted,  and  a  gentk  laxative 
given  after  bleeding,  wliich,  will  procure 
a  free  difcharge  of  bile. 

Bleeding  ought  always  to  precede  the 
emetic  for  reafons  already  given ;  and  aHb 
becaule  the  abdominal  vifcera  will  fuifer 
iels  from  the  efforts  of  vomiting  when  the 
veflels  are  more  empty. 

After  the  greateft  part  of  the  bile  has 
been  reje(fi:ed,  either  by  a  Ipontaneous  vo- 
miting or  the  emetic  draught ;  the  putrefy 
cence,  or  rancid  acrimony  of  what  re- 
mains, ihould  aMb  be  correfted.  Acef- 
cent  vegetable  juices  leemed  moft  like- 
ly to  anfwer  tliis  intention;  as  thofe  of 

oranges. 
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oranges,  lemons,  <Scc.  I  therefore,  at  firft 
direcfted  them,  in  large  draughts  of  weak 
tea,  or  barley-water;  but  fuch  was  the 
tendernels  and  irritability  of  the  mteflines, 
that,  by  the  continuance  of  this  method, 
the  patient  would  foon  have  been  purged 
to  death ;  and  conlequently  they  were  im- 
mediately laid  afide :  we  aKb  tried  the 
J/iIine  77nxtiire,  where  the  acid  was  exactly 
neutralized,  and  which,  on  many  accounts, 
promifed  fan*  for  a  ufeful  medicine ;  but  that 
likewHe  proved  £6  purgative,  that  it  could 
feldom  be  iafely  continued  without  the 
addition  ofjperm,  ceti  ^nd  gum,  arab,  which 
rendered  it  more  foft  and  friendly  to 
the  ftomach  and  bowels ;  although  even 
this  alteration  was  not  always  fufficient 
to  remedy  the  inconvenience  complain- 
ed of. 

The  following  draught,  which  is  pur- 

pofely  directed  in  a  fmaUer  quantity  than 

uHial,  may  be  given  every  four  or  five 

foours,  or  at  any  time  as  occafion  requires. 

Q,  ]^.  Sperm, 
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1^  Sperm*  Ceti 

Miicilag,    Gum  Arab,  aa  tJs  bene 

tritis  i)'  fubaBis,  fenftm  adds 

Succ,   Limon*  ^fs,  cum 

Sal.  Abfinth.  faturat, 

Aq_>  Cinnamom.  Simp*  §/ 

Syr,  balfamic,  '^i,  mifce. 
The  faline  mixture  given  in  a  ftate  of 
efFerveicence  has  fometimes  been  known 
to  flop  the  mofl  violent  bilious  vomitings, 
where  every  thing  eHe  had  been  tried  in 
vain. 

The  frothing  or  conflid:,  which  arifes 
on  mixing  the  acid  and  alkali,  feems  more 
properly  ebullition  than  fermentation; 
yet,  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  the 
effedl  of  this  medicine  given  as  above,  is 
produced  by  fbmething  fimilar  to  what 
the  Chymifts  call  Gas  Sjheflre,  or  the 
effluvia  efcaping  from  fermenting  liquors, 
which  will  fweeten  and  reftore  flefli  that 
was  become  ptitrid  and  {linking. 

So 
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So  powerflilly  antiieptic  is  this  fuhtik 
gas,  that  we  are  told,  the  plague  at  Mar- 
fdlles  was  flopped  by  its  influence;  for 
that  dreadful  calamity  fliddenly  ceafed 
loon  after  the  vintage ;  owing,  as  was  fop- 
poled,  to  the  vapours  ariling  from  the  vail 
quantities  of  fermenting  new  wines  made 
there. 

Where  this  fever  ariles  from  the  violent 
paffions  of  the  mind,  and  attacks  a  patient 
of  a  plethoric  habit,  attended  with  a  de- 
lirium ;  an  emetic  would  be  very  improper  j 
half  an  ounce  of  lemon-juice,  in  a  tea- 
cup full  of  water,  may  therefoi-e,  be 
given;  upon  which,  a  fcruple  or  more  of 
the  fal  abfinth.  dillblved  in  the  fame  quan- 
tity, may  be  drank  immediately  after ;  lb 
as  to  produce  an  eifervefcence  in  the  fto^ 
mach,  from  which  none  of  the  fubtile 
effluvia  can  efcape ;  and  therefore,  it  will 
ftill  more  elFedlually  aiiRver  the  intention 
of  correcting  the  corrupted  bile,  eipeciaUy 
if  the  alkaline  fait  is  allowed  to  predo- 
Q^  Z  minate ; 
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minate ;  for  the  pi-ocefs  of  fweetening  and 
purifying  rancid  train  oil  depends  chiefly 
upon  its  antifeptic  principle. 

Tills  mixture  wiU  alio  evacuate  gently 
by  ftool,  wliich  is  more  necellary,  where 
no  emetic  has  previoufly  been  given. 

Thofe  who  dire6l  medicines  in  tliis 
difeaie  are  extremely  divided  in  their 
opinion  concerning  the  diarrhoea;  being 
in  doubt  whether  it  is  critical  or Jymptomatic, 
An  evacuation  happening  ib  early  as  to 
ufher  in  the  difeafe,  cannot  properly  be 
coniidered  otherwife  than  fymptomatic,  as 
I  have  already  endeavoured  to  ftiew ;  but 
wherever  the  cafe  appears  perplexing,  the 
beft  and  furefl  way  will  be  to  keep  a  watch- 
ful eye  on  the  patient;  if  fhe  is  much  re- 
lieved by  the  appearance  of  this,  or  any 
other  difcharge,  it  never  ought  fliddenly 
to  be  fupprefled;  but  on  the  contrary,  if 
the  fymptoms,  which  before  prevailed, 
either  continue  without  mitigation,  or  are 
figgravatecl  ^  ^n4  above  all,  if  her  flrength 


"O 
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begins  hourly  to  link  and  decline,  ilich  an 
evacuation  fliould  iJDeedily  be  reftrained  or 
totally  taken  away,  if  it  is  in  the  power  of 
medicine  to  do  it ;  without  loiing  time  in 
making  diilinftions  which  are  more  nice 
than  ufeful:  But  however  llmple  and  ob- 
vious this  method  may  appear,  it  has  not 
been  fufficiently  attended  to. 

When  the  diarrhoea  is  truly  critical,  which 
is  feldom  the  cafe,  it  commences  later ;  the 
ftools  have  more  confiftence,  and  are  of  a 
yellowifli  hue,  the  belly  is  loft,  the  appetite 
and  lleep  return,  and  the  patient  is  much 
relieved:  on  the  contraiy,  in  the  fymp- 
tomatic  diarrhoea ;  the  flools  are  black 
and  fllmy,  at  laft  becoming  watery,  and 
Ibmedmes  of  a  dark  olive-colour,  or  like 
that  of  rufly  iron  ;  the  thirft  and  fever  con- 
tinue, and  the  belly  is  tenfe  and  p^dnful. 

But  altho'  the  diarrhoea  is  not  ftriftly 
critical,  yet  it  manifeftly  affords  relief  in 
the  early  fiate  of  the  difeafe,  and  therefore 
pught  not  to  be  flopped  by  opiates  or  ap-i?i- 

gents. 
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gentSy  which  are  highly  injurious,  elpeci^ 
ally  in  ftrong  plethoxic  habits,  whex'e  bleed- 
ing has  been  neglected :  By  conftipating 
the  bowels,  they  will  concentrate  the  fordes 
eolle(fked  there  ;  and  if  the  purging  does 
not  return ;  great  oppreflion  at  the  ftomach 
will  follow,  with  an  incrcafe  of  thirft, 
licknefs  and  naufea:  In  fhort,  whenever 
theie  medicines  are  thus  unfeafbnably  ad- 
miniftered,  they  will  always  be  attended 
with  the  worfl  confequences,  and  an  ag- 
gravation of  all  the  feverifli  fymptoms,  as 
I  have  had  frequent  occafion  to  obferve. 
.  On  the  contrary,  when  the  body  is  kept 
laxative,  the  inteftines  are  unloaded  of 
their  putrid  contents  ;  the  ficknefs  and  op- 
preflion are  relieved,  and  the  fever  conii- 
derably  abated. 

Emollient  dyfters  prepared  from  frefh  ani- 
mal flibflances,  fhould  next  be  frequently 
adminiftered ;  and  the  longer  they  remain 
with  die  patient,  fb  much  the  better,  as 
they  wiU  then  more  efFediiaUy  cherifli  the 

bowels 
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bowels  by  their  gentle  warmth  and  relaxing 
vapour,  and  aft  as  an  internal  fomenta- 
tion to  the  whole  abdominal  vifcera  ;  be- 
lldes,  by  being  abfbrbed,  they  will  dilute 
the  blood  and  become  powerfully  refblvent. 

Seven  or  eight  ounces  of  chicken  or  beef 
water,  or  a  weak  decoftion  of  chicken 
guts,  without  fait  or  any  other  addition, 
will  anlvv^er  the  purpofe  extremely  well; 
but  all  flich  clyfters  fhould  only  be  given 
milk-warm,  and  in  a  linall  quantity,  other- 
wife  they  will  diftend  the  inteftines,  and  by 
creating  pain  will  loon  be  forced  away. 

Whenever  the  bowels  are  affected  with 
pain,  opiates,  after  evacuations,  are  befl 
given  in  clyfters ;  being  then  immediately 
applied  as  it  were  to  the  naked  nerves  of 
the  affefted  part ;  hence  they  diminifh 
the  irritability  of  the  inteftines,  relieve 
pain,  procure  fleep,  and  are  lefs  liable  to 
affeft  the  head,  than  when  given  by  the 
mouth :  thus,  gtt.  xxx  of  the  tinB,  thebaic. 
may  be  added,  as  occaflon  requires. 

Clyfters 
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Clyflers  of  the  cathartic  kind,  are  alio 
neceflary  before  the  ule  of  purgatives, 
when,  the  patient  has  been  long  coflive ; 
for  where  the  laft  have  been  given  and  do 
not  readily  pafs  off;  levere  gripings  and 
tormuia  will  follow. 

Some  are  fb  timorous,  that  they  will 
not  venture  to  give  laxatives  'till  the  fourth 
or  fifth  day  after  delivery,  left  they  ftiould 
check  the  lochial  difcbargCy  or  bring  on  a 
dangerous  pm'ging ;  but  thele  are  unne- 
cellary  cautions ;  for  I  never  loiew  the 
locliia  interrupted,  nor  any  diarrhoea 
brought  on  by  their  feafonable  and  proper 
life  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  the  laft  will  of- 
ten iiiddenly  happen,  where  the  body  is 
fliffered  to  remain  too  long  coftive,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  inteftines  being  over-dif- 
tended  with  the  indurated  fceces,  which 
create  pain,  and  ftimulate  them  to  expel 
their  contents. 

The  head-ach,  a  delirium,  or  fever,  are 
fbmetimes  brought  on  by  omitting  the  ufe 

of 
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of  laxatives,  which  may  be  given  with 
lafety  at  any  time,  but  are  indHpeniabJy 
neceilary  about  the  fecond  or  tliird  day  af- 
ter delivery;  efpeciaUy  in  ftrong  habits, 
where  the  patient  does  not  intend  to  Hickle 
her  cliild*  In  fliort^  the  more  the  body 
is  kept  cool  and  temperate,  by  a  folutive 
regimen,  the  better  chance  flie  will  have  to 
avoid  a  fever,  and  the  more  regularly  will 
aU  the  natuial  fecretions  and  excretions  be 
carried  on. 

The  following  laxative  mixture,  which 
is  extremely  gentle  and  pleafant,  may  be 
clirefted  in  the  quantity  of  two  Ipoonfuls, 
or  more,  every  two  or  tliree  hours,  till  it 
produces  an  efFe(^l. 

0/.  Kiciniy  cum  VltcL  Ovi  folut*  |i 
Magnes.  alb.  "^ii 
Mann,  calab.  "^iii 
Aq.  ^yjfop.  '^viii  fiat  Mijiura. 
As  ibon  as  the  ftomach  and  bowels  are 
fufficiently  emptied,  the  following  aiimio- 
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nial  powder  may  immediately  be  admiiii- 
ftered  ;  but  fometimes  it  proves  violently 
irritating^  even  in  very  fmall  quantities, 
and  will  produce  a  dangerous  {liperpur- 
gation  if  not  managed  widi  tlie  greatefl 
caution  ;  if  this  fliouid  happen,  five  drops 
of  thebaic  tinBiire  may  be  occafionally  add- 
ed to  each  dofe  of  the  julep  in  which  it 
is  to  be  given. 
1>» 

'^art,  emet,  grifs 

Magnes.  alb.  5^ 
Accurate  contere  et  fiat  puh,  in  fcx  ■portiones 
dividendus,  qiiarum  fitmat  unam  4*^'  qttaq.  bora, 
vel  fubinde  pro  re   nata,  cum  Cyath.  'Juleps 
fequentis. 
R. 

Aq.  Cin.  fimip. 

Menth,  'v.  fimp.  aa  Jm. 

Sjr,  Croci  ^ili  mifce  et  fiat  julepum. 
When  the  firfl  or  fecond  dofe  of  the  pow- 
ders produces  no  fenfible  eiFe<ft,  it  ought 
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to  be  given  oftener,  and  in  a  larger  quan- 
tity *tiil  it  either  creates  a  nmifea  or  gentle 
pcrfp.iration  ;  without  which,  it  feidom  pro- 
cures rdief.  They  fliould  then  be  given  by 
longer  intervals,  otherwile  they  wall  be  apt 
to  weaken  the  patient  too  much  ;  hov/ever 
upon  tlie  whole,  I  know  notliing  better 
than  emetic  tartar  in  very  fmall  doles,  with 
the  addition  of  an  opiate,  if  neceilary,  more 
particularly  after  profafe  evacuations  ;  for 
it  not  only  feems  to  combate  the  fever,  but 
much  more  fafely  and  effectually  reflrains 
the  diarrhoea  than  afbringents  ;  by  promo- 
ting perfpiration  and  exciting  a  naufea  at 
the  flomach,  which  in  fbme  meaflu^e,  /«- 
verts  the  exceilive  periftaltic  motion  of  the 
inteftines,  and  prevents  their  frec^uent  dii- 
charge. 

When  the  patient  was  much  reduced  hj 
a  return  of  the  evening  paroxyfm,  attend- 
ed with  cliihieis,  wandeiing  pains,  dejec- 
tion of  fpirits,  and  a  torpor  and  coldncis 
of  the   extremities ;  the  third  part  of  g 

R  2  grain 


132  PRACTICAL  OBSERVATIONS 

grain  of  this  medicine,  given  about  an 
hour  before  its  approach,  afforded  ienfible 
relief,  by  producing  a  gentle  fweat. 

This  fort  of  perlJDiration  may  be  mode-* 
rately  encouraged  by  plentiful  dilution  with 
weak  tea ;  or  if  the  purging  is  violent,  with 
rice-water,  ^vliich  generally  agreed  better 
with  the  patient  tlian  any  thing  elie  :  But 
the  Rveats  excited  by  a  heating  regimen, 
which  Simulates  the  folids  and  inereales. 
their  ad;ion  on  the  blood,  are  highly  pre-: 
judicial,  and  often  deftrudive  to  the  pa^ 
tient ;  as  well  as  thofe  brought  on  by  an 
immoderate  quantity  of  bed-cloaths,  or 
keeping  the  room  too  hot  and  clofe  :  For, 
if  thofe  in  perfed:  health  ibon  grow  faint 
and  languid,  when  deprived  of  frefh,  pure 
air  ;  the  fame  efFeft  in  a  much  greater  de« 
gree,  will  neceilarily  happen  in  the  body, 
when  weakened  and  opprefied  by  a  dil- 
eafe, 

Whenever  the  v/eather  is  intemperately 
hot ;  the  frefli  air  flioulcl  always  be  allow- 

Pi 
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cd  to  breathe  in  at  that  part  of  the  bed- 
chamber mofl  diftant  from  the  patient ; 
which  will  gradually  diihife  itfelf  around, 
and  revive  her  exceedingly,  without  the 
leaft  danger  of  catcliing  cold. 

When  the  bowels  are  ftripped  of  their 
mucus,  they  become  fo  exceedingly  ten- 
der, and  the  ftools  are  io  frequent,  that 
(he  will  loon  fink  under  the  difcharge,  if 
medicines  of  the  irritating  kind  are  any 
longer  continued.  The  rice-water,  ufed 
for  common  diink,  may  now  be  given 
with  the  addition  of  gtmt  arable,  in  the  pro- 
portion of  an  ounce  to  a  quart ;  and  where 
the  pulfe  is  feeble  and  the  patient  much 
€xhaufted,  a  common  Ipoonful  of  brandy 
may  occaiionally  be  added  to  that  quan- 
tity rather  than  wine,  which  is  apt  to  turn, 
jfbur  on  the  flomach,  and  to  occafion  eruc- 
tation and  pinchings  in  the  bowels,  with 
an  increafe  of  the  diarrhoea . 

Nourilhment  that  is  light  and  limple 
fliould  now  be  given  often,  and  in  fiuall 

quan- 
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quantities  :  Beef  or  chicken-water,  poured 
from  the  dregs,  after  the  fat  has  been 
taken  off  the  ftirface,  and  gently  bailed 
with  ground  rice,  and  the  addition  of  a 
flick  of  cinnamon,  was  found  to  agree 
with  the  flomach,  and  is  extremely 
foft  and  friendly  to  the  bowels,  as  it  will 
£lipply  them  with  artificial  mucus,  and 
nourifh  the  body  at  the  fame  time. 

"Whenever  the  flrength  is  evidently  per- 
ceived to  fink  under  the  excels  of  the  di- 
arrhoea ;  tliree  grains  of  the  pil.  e  ftyracc, 
or  the  following  bolus  may  be  given  at 
difcretion,  with  a  fJDoonful  of  fimple  cin- 
namon-water, or  a  very  fmall  quantity  of 
any  other  grateful  fluid  ;  for,  in  fuch  cafes, 
I  obferved,  that  medicines  in  a  folid  form 
are  the  longeft  retained,  and  therefore, 
moft  elegible* 

Tul'u,  e  Bolo  comp.  cum  Qpio  Bi 

Syr.  e  Cort,  Aurant.  q,  s,  ut  fiat  Boius, 

Should 
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Should  the  difcharge  notwithflanding 
continue  obfUnate,  with  ievere  pains  in 
the  bowels ;  clyflers,  prepared  with  jelly 
of  ftarch  and  the  yolks  of  eggs,  in  equal 
proportions,  and  diflblved  in  a  flifficient 
quantity  of  rice-water,  with  the  addition 
of  tliirty  or  forty  drops  of  thebaic  tinBiire 
may  be  adminiftered  by  intervals,  as  oc- 
cafion  requires,  and  will  often  procure 
immediate  eafe. 

The  progrefs  of  this  diieafe  is  fre- 
quently fo  rapid,  that  there  is  not  luffici- 
€nt  time  to  wait  for  a  regular  or  diftin^dl 
intermiffion,  as  in  other  fevers  ;  and  there- 
fore, if  the  hark  is  given  at  all,  that  mull 
be  done  without  hefitation,  at  the  very 
firft  favourable  opportunity. 

It  was  obferved,  that  this  difeaie  be- 
Qomes  a  true  febris  purulenta  in  its  de- 
cline, from  the  ablbrption  of  corrupted 
fluids  ftagnating  in  the  cavity  of  the  ab- 
domen, altho*  it  was  flri^tly  inflammatory 
in  the  beginning ;  fo  that  the  futrefaBion 

at 
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at  this  time  exiiling  in  the  habit.  Eke  £hd 
fizinefs  of  the  blood,  the  bilious  vomitings 
and  diarrhoea,  is  truly  fymptomatic,  be- 
ing manifeftly  the  confequence  and  not 
the  caufe  of  tliis  fever. 

Indeed,  there  is  reafbn  to  believe  that 
very  few  dileafes  are  putrid  in  the  begin- 
ning ;  and  that  all,  or  mofl  of  them,  have 
a  tendency  to  become  fo  towards  their 
conclulion ;  when  the  vital  powers  of  the 
body  are  dimini^ied,  and  its  juices  vitiated 
hy  an  excels  or  defed:  of  their  natural  mo- 
tion. 

'  Here  it  were  to  be  wifliedj  that  the  ef- 
ficacy of  that  Ibvereign  remedy,  the  Peru- 
vian barky  might  fecure  the  patient  from 
danger  ;  but  both  reafbn  and  experience, 
as  well  as  the  very  nature  of  the  difeafe 
itfeif,  in  a  manner  exclude  fuch  hopes  of 
relief;  for,  altho'  its  liberal  ufe  might 
pofiibly  be  flifiicient  to  deflroy  the  putre- 
factive tendency  begun  in  the  body,  by 
the  abforption  of  the  corrupted   fluids  ; 

yet 
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yet  the  large  quantity  ftiil  remaining  in  the 
cavity  of  the  abdcmeiii  from  which  it  can- 
not be  evacuated,  mufl  neceflaiily  prove 
deflru£tive  I  However,  as  we  cannot  al- 
ways be  certain  when  matter  is  formed, 
all  poflible  means  fliould  be  tried  to  pre- 
vent it ;  and  the  bark  oucrht  to  be  o-iven  at 
all  events,  in  large  dofes,  often  repeated. 

It  has  been  feared,  that  the  ufe  of  this 
medicine  might  fupprefs  the  lochia;  but 
I  am  ailufed  from  repeated  experience, 
that  it  may  be  given  to  Women  after  de- 
liver}^, with  the  greateft  fafety  whenever 
neceflary;  for,  I  never  could  obferv^e  it 
produced  any  bad  effed:,  or  diminilhed 
th^t  diicharge  ;  but  on  the  contraiy,  often 
altered  its  quality  for  the  better  ;  and  alio 
rather  leemed  to  increaie  its  quantit}',  ef- 
pecially  m  women  who  were  weak  and 
delicate. 

Sometimes  the  bark  increafed  the  purg- 
ing, and  even  brought  it  on  again  after  it 
had  ceafed ;  in  llich  caleS;,  it  was  neccir' 

S  larv 
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fary  ta  join  five  grains  of  the  pulv.  e  bola 
€omp.  cum  opio^  with  each  of  the  foUow- 
Mig  draughts  t 

^. 

Cort,  Perm),  pulv.  §?' 
Aq*  font,  Ihii  kniigne  coq,  ad  demid.  & 
Jiib  Jjnem  adjice 

FoL  Rojar,  mh.  ficc,  ^iiy.  cola, 

Hujus  colat'.  ^ifi 
Extras*  permj,  Cort,  molL  9/ 
j4q*  Cimu  Jpt.  ^iii 

Co?ifeB.  Alkerm.  JzV  jiat  hanjfus  alterms 
horis  exhihetidtis. 

When  the  firfl  draught  was  found  to 
purge  too  much,  I  fometimes  diredled  the 
following : 
]>• 

Cort,  Peruv*  %i 

Granat,  X^iii 
Aq»  Ihii  ad  demid,  coq,,  6*  cola. 

V^,  Colat,. 
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1^-  : 

Colat,  %ifs  ■ 

Tind,  Qmi,  "^u 

Thebaic  g^-  v. 

ConfeB.  Alkerm.  pf.  hmijlus. 
Blijiers  have  feldom  been  applied  in  the 
cafes  of  lying-in  women,  on  account  of 
dieir  feverity,  eipeciaily  from  the  fear  of 
that  tornienting  diforder  the  flranguryz 
but  if,  as  many  imagine^  they  produce 
their  good  effects  by  a  powerful  ftimulus, 
and  by  raifing  an  inflammation  on  the 
Ikin,  rather  than  the  difcharge  they 
occalion;  the  application  of  fmapifms 
%vould  then  effeftually  anilver  the  purpoie^ 
without  any  danger  of  that  complaint^ 
and  therefore,  will  deferve  tlie  preference 
to  hlifiers  prepared  with  cmttlmrMej-,  tho* 
I  have  not  yet  ^ten  tU^m  Efficiently  tried 
to  fpeak  from  my  own  experience. 

Tho'  we  are  told  that  blifters  are  im- 
proper and  injurious,  dU  the  fulnefs  and 
frecjuency  of  the  pulfe  iubfides  ;    yet  I 
3  2  would 
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would  wifli  it  ever  to  be  remembei^d, 
that,  whether  we  endeavour  to  relieve  the 
patient  by  this  or  any  other  means,  it 
muft  be  early,  or  it  will  not  be  at  all ;  and 
therefore,  after  bleeding  and  evacuations, 
as  loon  as  that  alarming  fymptom  appears, 
wliich  denotes  an  niflammation  of  die 
omentum,  viz.  pain  darting  downwards 
from  the  ftomach  to  the  jiavel  j  it  will  be 
advileable  immediately  to  apply  either  a 
blifter  or   iinapiiiii,  to  one  or  both  fides. 

This  praftice,  I  tliink,  will  be  liiffici^ 
ently  juftified  by  the  great  relief  tliey 
afford  in  fixed  pleuritic  pains,  or  where^ 
ever  there  is  local  inflammation. 

Volatile  liniments,  and  penetrating  topics, 
fuch  as  the  following,  have  alio  been  found 
ferviceable,  pai'ticularly  where  the  i]fe  of 
blifters  appears  exceptionable  or  improper^ 

Oh  dtdc,  amygd,  ^ifs 

Camphor,  X,fs, 

Sp'^  volat.  aromat.  5^7?  f^ifce, 

Thefe 
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Thefe  are  the  beft  reafons  that  I  am 
able  to  ?i.^i^n  for  the  expediency  of  the 
remedies  pointed  out  in  the  Child-bed  Fe- 
ver ;  but  I  did  not  venture  to  truft  to  them 
from  theory  only,  nor  expeded  that 
others  Hiould  do  fo,  till  obfervation  and 
experience  had  convinced  me  of  their 
o;ood  effects ;  particularly,  early  and  copious 
bleeding,  and  the  antiphlogijlic method',  which 
I  am  therefore  deiirous  to  recommend, 
in  preference  to  every  thing  I  have  hi- 
therto feen  tried  in  the  cure  of  that  fatal 
diieafe* 


E  C  T^ 
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SECTION     HI. 

Of  the  FrophylaBic  Method,   or  Means  c&jm 
tributing  to  prevent  the  Difeafe, 

'"T"^HE  Chiid-bed  Fever,  when  produced 
■^  by  a  diftemperature  gf  the  air,  like 
die  epidemical  dj^entery,  or  ulcei-ous  fore 
throat,  may  at  lall  become  infectious; 
but  when  it  only  ariles  from  ilich  acci- 
dental caufes  as  have  already  been  enu-- 
merated,  and  which  are  confined  to  par- 
ticular habits  and  conflitutions ;  I,  believe 
it  will  then  never  communicate  Itfelf  to  a 
fecond  perfon. 

It  is  probable,  that  many  difeafes  whicji 
are  forefeen,  might  either  be  prevented  or 
rendered  lefs  dangerous  in  their  event,  by 
what  is  called  the  frQfhyl0ic  method-,  % 
branch  of  phyfip  ngt  hithejrtp  ilifEciently 
cultivated. 

Sydenh{im 


\ 
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Sydenham  fuppoies,  that  of  thole  women 
who  fail  ill  Child-bed ;  fcarcely  one  in  ten 
of  them  die  for  want  of  flrength,  or  by 
what  they  have  endured  in  labom* ;  but  in 
confequence  of  their  riling  too  loon  from 
bed ;  and  therefore,  he  would  not  have  them 
taken  up  at  leaft  till  the  tenth  day  after 
delivery :  there  is  ^o  much  reafon  in  this 
oblervation,  that  it  ought  to  be  duly  re- 
garded; but  I  tliink  it  may  be  laid  with 
trudi,  that  the  proportion  of  thole  dying 
of  the  Child-bed  Fever,  compared  to  the 
number  who  die  from  dangerous  or  diffi- 
cult labours,  is  at  leall  double  of  that 
mentioned  by  Dr.  Sydenham* 

It  is  Ibmetimes  ealier  to  avoid  the  ap- 
proach of  an  evil  than  to  find  a  remedy  for 
it  when  prelent ;  therefore  every  attempt 
towards  it  will  be  more  or  lefs  neceflar)'-, 
in  proportion  to  the  danger  of  the  evil 
itlblf ;  and  fince  it  appears  that  the  Cliild- 
bed  Fever,  in  the  epidemical  feafon,  is 
frequently  fatal ;  it  would  be  a  moll  de- 

fireable 
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lireable  circumllaiice,  and  a  thing  of  real 
importance,  if  means  could  be  devifed  tc> 
fecure  womea  from  its  influence* 

I  ftiould  be  inclined  to  hope  that  this 
is  pofiible^  at  lead  in  a  certain  degree;  and 
tiae  rather  from  what  has  been  judicioufly 
and  experimentally  laid  down  on  the  fiib- 
feift  of  Fe'uers  and  Infedioji  by  Dr»  Lind  ^ 
or,  although  the  difeafe  fliould  appeai% 
the  jymptoms  would  probably  be  milder* 
and  the  event  more  favom'able. 

It  has  been  obferved,  that  the  more  the 
body  is  endowed  with  an  exquifite  degree 
of  fenfibility,  the  more  it  becomes  di^Dofed 
to  receive  infection ;  would  it  not  there- 
fore be  rational  and  expedient,  when  tliis 
difeaCe  is  moil  frequent  and  fatal,  to  ad- 
minifler  Inch  medicines,  n  few  daj/s  before 
&nd  after  deli'ueiy,  as  have  been  known  to 
ftrengthen  the  conllitution,  and  to  dimi- 
iiifh  the  lenfibility  and  irritability  of  the 
habit?  Iffb,  notMng  would  ib powerfully 

contribute 
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contribute  to  tliis  end,  as  the  liberal  ufe 
of  Peruvian  bark^  together  with  the  chaly- 
beate waters,  particularly  thofe  of  Pfi'mont 
or  Spa*  Where  the  nervous  fyftem  is  ex- 
tremely irritable,  and  thrown  into  diforder 
from  flight,  accidental  caufes  ;  the  prudent 
tile  of  opium  wiU  alio  be  attended  with 
great  advantage ;  as  it  will  reilore  reft  to 
the  body,  and  tranquility  to  the  mind,  by 
dii]3ofIeffing  it  of  thofe  diiquieting  ideas 
wliich  difturb  and  pervert  the  natural  le- 
cretions,  and  tend  to  excite  a  fever:  It  has 
been  ilippofed,  that  this  medicine  will 
fliQ)end  the  bodily  powers,  and  render 
them  torpid  and  fluggifli  in  ftiaking  off 
difeafes ;  but  it  appears  too  hafly  a  con^ 
jedxire ;  for  in  women  of  hyfterical  habits, 
who  frequently  fufler  from  agitation  of 
mind,  and  where  the  puKe  from  thence 
becomes  quick,  weak  and  tremulous ;  there 
is  not  perhaps  to  be  found,  a  more  fove- 
reign  and  effed:ual  cordial  in  the  whole 
Materia  Medica. 

T  It 
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It  will  alio  be  neceflary  to  caution  the 
patient  againft  all  fuch  adventitious  caufes 
as  have  been  known  either  fingly  to  pro- 
duce this  fever,  or  to  add  to  the  influence 
of  the  air  in  bringing  it  on;  fuch  as  Hid- 
den terror,  or  long-continued  diftrels  of 
mind ;  riling  too  foon  from  bed  after  de- 
livery ;  errors  in  diet ;  or  cold  air  admitted 
to  the  body  in  a  fliU  llream.  Her  food 
lliould  be  fimple,  eafy  of  digeftion,  and 
cliiefly  of  the  vegetable  acelcent  kind ;  her 
drink  may  be  wine  and  water,  acidulated 
with  orange-juice,  or  any  of  the  grateful 
acids.  She  fhould  ufe  gentle  exercile,  and 
breathe  a  free  open  aii%  guarding  againft 
all  Hidden  changes  from  one  extreme  to 
another.  The  bed-chamber  after  delivery, 
fliould  be  cool,  and  neither  incommoded 
with  much  noife  or  ftrono-  lio:ht.  In  a 
word,  the  body  jfliould  be  kept  ftill  and 
quiet,  and  every  thing  carefully  avoided 
which  dilagreeably  engages  the  attention 
of  the  mind. 


Nothino- 

C3 
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Notliing  will  iboner  diipole  the  flmds  to 
a  ftate  of  putrefaction,  than  long  fajling  ; 
which  occafions  a  {linking  breath,  and 
loofenefs  of  the  teeth;  fb  that  animals 
iOiarved  to  death,  may  be  faid  in  reality  to 
rot  alive.  From  this  circumftance  may 
be  inferred,  the  great  advantage  of  fre- 
quently taking  in  aliment,  or  atterape- 
ratmg  acelcent  fluids,  with  a  view  to  pre- 
vent difeafes  of  the  putrid  kind ;  for  it 
may  alfo  be  obfcrved,  that  they  will  Hirvive 
a  long  time  by  the  ule  of  water  only ;  which 
carries  off  the  acrimonious  falts,  and  ran- 
cid oils,  by  urine ;  and  therefore,  hinders 
the  juices  from  becoming  putrid. 

How  far  fbme  of  thofe  rules  and  cau- 
tions might  be  conducive  to  the  prefer- 
vation  of  women,  if  duly  regarded  before 
delivery,  I  ,cannot  from  experience  deter- 
mine; as  the  patients  at  the  Wefiminfter 
Hofpital  were  always  received  in  adual 
labour;  and  confidering  how  much  peo- 
ple in  general  are  Iwayed  by  opinion  and 

T  a  vulgar 
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vulgar  prejudice;  I  did  not  chufe  to  urge 
this  matter  too  far  in  private  pra^lice,  left 
by  its  novelty,  it  fliould  carry  with  it  the 
appearance  of  an  experiment,  to  wliich 
thofe  of  weak  underftandings  are  always 
averle,  however  fafe  and  rational  it  might 
be  in  itielf,  or  however  ufeful  it  fliould 
prove  in  the  conclufion. 

The  pernicious  cuftom  of  binding  the 
body  too  tight,  is  alfb  to  be  avoided ;  as 
it  will  produce  difficulty  of  breathing, 
head-ach,  and  oppreffion  at  the  ftomach. 

Particular  odours  will  likewife  occallon 
vcty  bad  effecfts,  and  have  an  inconceiv^ 
able  power  on  (bme  particular  women  of 
a  delicate,  hyfterical  habit;  being  fome- 
times  loiown  to  bring  on  lickneis  at  the 
ftomach,  a  delirium  and  faintings. 

I  think  it  will  be  adviieable  for  the  pa^ 
tient  to  fiiclde  her  child,  at  leaft  for  the 
firft  three  weeks  pr  a  month,  altho'  the 
principal  danger  feems  to  be  over  before 
the  end  of  a  fortnight. 

Nothing 
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Nathing  will  fo  fbon  diipofe  women  to 
this  fever,  as  breathing  a  putrid,  coniined 
air,  efpeciaUy  if  it  be  warm  and  moifi;  for 
theie  qualities  deftroy  its  elaftic  power^ 
and  not  only  render  it  uniit  for  reipira- 
tion,  but  alfo  more  apt  to-generate  difeales 
of  the  putrid  kind. 

Peu  gives  a  very  ftriking  and  felf-evident 
proof  of  the  truth  of  this  ailertion ;  having 
obferved,  that  in  hoipitals  where  women 
were  delivered  in  wards  among  the 
wounded,  a  great  many  of  them  died; 
€0  as  to  occalion  a  Hiipicion  of  the  iliill  or 
attention  of  thofe  who  deEvered  than  *» 
The  matter  being  attentively  conii- 
dered,  they  difcovered,  that  this  un- 
common mortality  was  owing  to  the  pn- 
trid  effluvia  continually  exhaling  from  the 
wounds  of  the  flck;  and  as  a  confirma- 
tion of  this  conjecture,  it  was  obfei-ved, 
that  vdien  the  nuiiiber  of  wounded  patients 
Increafed,    fb   did  this   contagious   fever 


among 


% 


*  Pen  la  Pratiq.  des  Accouch,  liv.  ji.  chap,  i.  pag.  268. 
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among  the  Child-bed  Women,  and  vice 
verfa. 

Tliis  circumftance  will  iliggeft  a  very 
uieflil  liint,  which  ought  to  be  duly  re- 
garded by  all  thofe  who  have  the  direc- 
tion and  fuperintendency  of  public  lying-in 
hofpitals :  The  wards  fhould  not  be  over- 
crowded with  beds,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  danger  of  breathing  air  rendered 
impure  by  a  great  number  of  people  con- 
fined in  a  narrow  fpace;  and  alTo.  the  cries 
of  children  and  the  noife  of  flich  women 
as  may  happen  to  be  in  labour.  The 
different  wards  fhould  not  only  be  kept 
exceeding  clean,  but  alfo  ventilated  by  a 
ftream  of  freiii  air  paffing  through  them  5 
as  they  become  empty  by  iiicceffion. 

\^^hen  the  heat  of  the  weather  is  ex- 
treme ;  the  air  may  be  rendered  cool  and 
refi'efbing,  as  well  as  antileptic,  by  Iprink- 
ling  the  boards  with  pure  water  and  vine- 
gar ;  for  all  fluids,  in  a  ftate  of  -evapo- 
ration, have  been  found  to  generate  cold. 

This 


'On  the  CHILD-BED  FEVER.     151 

This  method  was  conftantly  obferved  at 
the  Weflmpifler  Lymg-in  Hofpital,  during 
the  epidemical  feafon.  Such  wards  may 
alio  be  fumigated  with  fragrant  gums, 
as  thofe  of  myrrh,  and  gum  copal,  with  the 
addition  of  Cafcarilla  bark  ;  but  above  all, 
the  fleams  of  boiling  'vinegar,  to  which^ 
lavendar  flouuers  have  been  added,  with 
a  llifficient  quantity  of  camphire,  may  fre- 
quently be  taken  into  the  lungs,  as  the 
moft  grateful  and  effectual  preiervative 
that  perhaps  is  to  be  found. 

Und  oblerves,  that  the  admiffion  of 
pm"'e  <dr,  or  the  moil  perfect  ventilation, 
is  not  always  fuificient  to  abate  the  acjti- 
Tity,  or  diflodge  the  infedious  matter  from 
the  place  of  its  refidence  ;  he  therefore  re- 
commends the  proper  application  of  fire. 
and  fmoke,  as  the  moft  certain  and  effec- 
tual means  of  extinguifhing  the  fource  of 
contagion:  He  alio  advifes  the  burning 
of  wood  fires ;  as  is  has  been  exoerimen^ 
tally  found,  that  the  fmoke  of  burning 

wood 
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wood  not  only  tends  greatly  to  abate 
Its  violence,  but  alfo  to  preferve  the  unin- 
Jedled  from  its  malignant  power. 
.  He  directs  the  wards,  or  infected  cham- 
bers of  the  lick,  to  be  clofely  (liut  up,  and 
then  to  be  fumigated  with  hrimftone  ftrewed 
Qn  charcoal  fires  /  and  flirther  adds,  that^ 
except  the  flagiie  itfelf,  no  infeftions 
more  peftilental  and  mortal  have  been 
known  to  prevail  any  where,  than  thofe  in 
fbme  fliips  ;  yet  he  never  heard  of  any  fliip 
wliich  did  not  immediately  become  healthy, 
after  being  thus  carefully  and  properly  fu- 
migated \  and  if  we  are  not  miiinformed, 
fbme  very  late  accounts  from  abroad  afliire. 
Its,  that  the  ^/<^^//^  itfelf  was  prevented  by 
methods  of  the  like  kind* 

Next  to  thefrnoke  of  bm^ning  wood,  ef^ 
pecially  fprucCy  or  that  of  the  terebinthi- 
nate  Idnd  $  he  efleems  the  fumes  of  gun- 
powder, for  purifying  a  tainted  air.  AH 
bodies,  daring  their  confamption  by  fire, 
afford  a  large  quantity  of  mephitic  air^ 

which 
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Xvliich  has  beeil  found  powerfully  to  refifl 
J>uti:«fa6lion ;  and  upon  this  principle,  I 
feeMeve  that  the  good  effe^  of  the  preced- 
ing fti^thod  fblely  depends. 

Experiments  jQieWj  that  animals  cannot 
long  flirvive,  nor  flame  fubflft,  without 
the  acceffion  of  frelli  air  5  even  a  common 
candle  will  require  a  gallon  of  this  fluid  in 
a  minute.  Conlidering  therefore,  that 
the  atmoiphere  is  continually  injured 
by  the  corruption  of  perifiiable  bodies ; 
and  the  effe£l  of  artiiicial  fires,  with  thofe 
liatui'al,  and  more  immenfe  ones,  pro- 
ceeding from  volcano's ;  it  feemed  a  mat- 
ter of  wonder,  how  the  air  could  fl:ill  pre- 
ierve  its  original  purity  ;  'till  Dr.  Prieftky 
difcovered,  that  the  perfpirable  matter  or 
effluvia  of  vegetables  is  the  grand  refource, 
the  fbvereign  remedy  which  nature  ap- 
plies to  reftore  the  falutary  principles  of 
air,  thus  injured  and  rendered  unfit  for 
refpiration. 

U  From 
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From  tliis  circumftance,  it  will  ap- 
pear no  irrational  caution,  to  place  pots 
of  myrtle,  fouthern-wood  or  mint  in  the 
chamber  of  the  fick,  during  the  epidemical 
feafon  ;  as  thofe  vegetables  are  continually 
throwing  off  their  antifeptic  vapour.  But  it 
is  to  be  obfei'ved  that  the  good  it  produces 
is  not  owing  to  any  aromatic  quality  5 
for  vegetables  of  an  oifeniive  fmeU,  and 
even  flich  as  were  almofl  inodorous, 
were  found  moil  powerful  in  refilling  the 
putrefcent  quality  of  air. 

Hence  the  cuflom,  with  fbme  of  putting 
green  boughs  round  thefick,  orfprinkling 
the  ground  with  new  gathered  leaves  and 
flowers,  on  the  iiTppoiition  of  affording 
refrefhment  and  dilpofing  tlije  patient  to 
ileep,  does  not  feem  ill  founded ;  for  al* 
though  they  were  ignorant  how  fiich  re- 
lief was  procured ;  they  might,  notwith* 
landing,  have  fagacity  enough  to  obferve 
that  the  effect  was  certain. 

The 
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*Th.e  matrons  of  2llpul?Iic  hojpitals,  in  cafes 
of  extreme  danger,  ihouLd  adminifter  the 
medicines  prefcribed  with  their  own  hands ; 
they  jQiould  alfo  take  care  that  the  fmrjh  do 
thek  duty,  and  frequently  fupply  the  pati- 
ents with  clean,  well-aii'ed  linen  ;  otherwiie, 
the  warmth  df  weather  in  the  flimmer  fea- 
{on,  added  to  the  heat  of  the  body,  may 
occafion  a  corruption  of  the  lochia,  which 
win  taint  the  air,  and  not  only  render  it 
offenfive,  but  highly  noxious. 

Dviring  the  firft  week  or  ten  days  after 
delivery,  women  fliould  wear  half  fliifts  and 
/kilts,  for  the  greater  convenience  of 
changing  them  with  eafe,  as  occafion  may 
require. 

In  inch  hofpitals  there  ought  to  be  par^ 
ticular  beds  or  couches,  for  the  fake  of 
delicacy  and  neatnefs,  as  well  as  to  keep 
the  refl  dry  and  clean;  Thefe  delivery- 
beds,  as  they  are  called,  being  placed  up- 
on carters,  may  be  brought  clofe  to  ano- 
idler  bed  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the 
U  2  patient, 
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patient,  into  wliich  flie  may  be  gently  con«* 
veyed,  after  refling  a  little  to  recover  her 
ftrength  ai>d  fpirits  from  the  fatig-ue  of 
labour  :  This  method  will  afford  exceeding 
comfort  and  refreiliment  to  a  woman  after 
delivery,  and  wiU  alfo  contribute  greatly 
to  her  recovery,  by  removing  her  from  the 
wet  linen,  which  would  fubje(^  her  to  take 
cold. 

The  mattrefles  and  bedding  fhould  ofteA 
be  in{pe6led,  and  frequently  expofed  to  the 
flin  and  open  air ;  and  all  foul  lirien  (liould 
immediately  be  remqved  put  of  the  wards; 
together  with  the  putrid^  bilious  fluids, 
rejefted  by  the  flomach  or  bowels. 

When  the  patients  at  the  hofpital  were 
helplefs,  ^nd  unable  to  fit  up  m,  bed  to 
take  refrefhment ;  they  were  fiipported  by 
a  kind  of  half-chair ,  made  for  that  purpofe, 
and  placed  behind  their  back,,  which  was 
found  extremely  ufeful  on  fiich  occafipns. 


SECTION 
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SECTION    IV, 

^he  mjlory  and  Treatment  of  the  Difeafe  fur-^ 
ther  illiijlrated  by  particular  Cafes ;  'with 
Anlmadverfions  and  Remarks  on  the  luhole. 

Tp  H  E  reader  will  find,  diat  the  follow- 
•^  ing  Cales  were  not  fet  down  with  any 
Intention  to  (hew  how  lliceefsfully  they 
were  treated ;  but  rather  as  examples  of 
the  dangerous  tendency  of  the  difeafe, 
which  was  oftentimes  luch  as  neither  art 
or  nature  had  power  to  fubdue :  I  have 
paid  nx)  regard  to  the  caution  of  omitting 
ibme  of  thoie  where  it  was  fatal ;  or  of 
infcrting  others  when  the  event  was  fa- 
vourable ;  in  ftiort,  I  have  no  where  put 
a  maflc  on  the  face  of  the  difeaie,  or  fiip- 
prefled  the  mention  of  a  fingle  circum- 
ftance  which  I  thought  could  prove  of  the 
lead  ufe  in  being  known  ;  but  have,  at  all 
■^vents,  defcribed  it  as  I  found  it  in  the 

epidemical 
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epidemical  feafon^  and  as  it  will  be  found 
by  others,  under  the  like  circumftances, 
viz.  dangerous  in  its  nature,  and  difficult 
of  cure. 

From  what  has  been  advanced,  it  ap- 
pears, tiiat  the  human  body  is  ^o  cpn- 
ftrufted,  as  only  to  fiiHain  violence  to  a 
certain  degree ;  and  therefore,  if  the  force 
of  a  dangerous  difeafe  is  liiperadded  to 
that  indiipofition  brought  on  the  habit  by 
delivery,  it  is  generally  then  much  more 
fatal  than  at  any  other  time  ;  lb  that  cer- 
tain maladies  which  might  have  been  fe^ 
parately  endured,  become  deflrudlive  by 
tlieir  united  power.  In  the  fmall-pox,  for 
inftance,  taken  in  the  natural  way,  about 
one  in  feven  or  eight  may  probably  die  i 
but  fiippoling  thofe  affected  with  it  to  be 
women  at  the  poijtt  of  delivery ,  fcarcely  one 
out  of  the  whole  nmnber  will  be  foun4 
to  recover. 


CASK 
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CASE      1. 

Elizahstb  Waters,  a  young  woman  of  a 
ilrong,  healthy  habit,  aged  twenty-one, 
was  delivered  in  the  Wejiminjlfr  New  Lying- 
in  Hofptaly  April  the  7th,  1768.  On  the 
fourth  day  after,  fiie  complained  of  the 
head-ach,  which  {he  faid,  was  owing  to 
her  being  difturbed  by  another  patient  in 
labour,  who  lay  near  her  in  the  lame  ward : 
her  pulie  was  tolerably  good,  and  nei- 
ther very  full  or  frequent,  but  as  her  head- 
ach  continued  till  the  next  morning ;  eight 
ounces  of  blood  were  then  taken  from  the 
arm,  which  afforded  her  much  relief. 
She  had  milk  in  her  breafls,  and  the  lo^ 
chia  were  difcharged  in  due  quantity, 
\Nlithout  any  pain  or  teniion  of  the  belly. 
Two  days  after,  the  pain  in  her  head 
returned  with  violence,  attended  with 
thirft  and  fever, ,  for  which  fhe  flofl  feven 
ounces  more  blood  \  (he  took  a  laxative 
mixture,  which  had  its  proper  effe<^t,  and 

afterguards 
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aftenvards  tlie  laline  draughts  every  foiil* 
or  five  houi's,  from  wliich  {lie  leemed  bet- 
ter; but  as  the  paui  in  her  head  flill 
continued,  I  dtre6led  leeches  to  her  tem-* 
pies  the  next  evening,  wliich  gave  herf 
eafe*. 

She  was  apparently  much  better  for  a 
few  days>  her  appetite  being  good,  and 
her  afped:  chearful  ;  but  fbon  after  re-^ 
lapled,  and  was  feized  with  fevere  and 
excmciating  pains,  like  thofe  of  the  a- 
cute  rheumatiiiTi,  in  her  limbs  and  body : 
She  became  quite  helpleis,  and  was  not 
able  to  turn  herfelf  in  bed  without  aP 
llllance. 

I  attended  this  patient  with  Dr.  Brkk-^ 
enden,  one  of  the  phyiicians  of  the  hoipl- 
tal :  We  dired:ed  antimonial  powders, 
wHch  fhe  took  as  occalion  required,  but 
without  much  relief;  as  the  pains  conti- 
nued, with  a  flow,  lingering  fever,  tor 
£eYen  or  eight  days  ;  and  as  they  abated, 
were  iucceeded  by  a  great  number  of  blu- 

iOi 
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ifh  difcolourations  on  the  jfkin,  wliich 
were  terminated  by  abfceiles  in  different 
parts  of  her  body :  As  they  advanced  flow- 
ly^  and  did  not  point  with  teniion  and  red- 
Hels,  but  were  foft  andof  apale^  livid  hue; 
we  diredted  the  barky  with  wine  and  good 
moui'ifliment  to  quicken  the  circulation, 
and  afUft  nature  in  bringing  them  for- 
wards, as  they  plainly  appeared  of  the 
critical  land;  but  notvdthftanding  they 
were  coiiftantly  poulticed  twice  a-day,  not 
one  of  them  came  to  ilippuration  fo  as  to 
break,  even  at  the  end  of  fix  weeks  from 
the  beginning  of  her  diforder ;  (lie  w^s 
therefore  removed  to  the  Wefiminfier  Hof- 
pital,  where  the  abfcefles,  in  number 
eighteen,  as  I  was  informed,  were  opened, 
and  after  remaining  fome  weelcs  there, 
fhe  at  laft  recovered;  and  being  cured,  and 
difcharged,  came  and  retiu'ned  thanks  at 
the  Ljing'In  BofpitaL 

X  CASK 
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CASE     IL 

Klizahcth  Eeckct,-  aged  twenty-<Qx,  and 
of  a  healthy  conflitution,  after  a  cHfRcuIt 
labour  wliich  lafted  feveral  hours^  was  de- 
livered of  a  dead  cliild  at  the  Hojpital,  Fe=' 
hruary  the  1 8th,  1769. 

She  was  afFefted  with  the  head-ach,  and 
fick  at  ftomachy  from  the  day  of  delivery^, 
but  did  not  vomit. 

February  19*  Her  piilie  being  frequent^ 
and  Ibmewhat  full  and  ilrong,  and  the 
head-ach  Tiolent,  I  directed  eiglit  ounces 
of  blood  to  be  taken  a'^vay ;  an  emollient 
clyfter  was  then  adiniiiifcered^  and  ihe  af^ 
terwards  took  the  faline  draughts^  wjtb 
Jferm*  ceti  every  five  or  fix  hours.  To- 
wards the  evening  ilie  had  four  bilious 
ftools,  and  appeared  better* 

20th.  Her  tliirfl  was  exceffivCy  her 
tongue  white  and  dry,  file  perj^ked  but 
little,  and  had  three  evacuations  by  flool 

flic 
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Hie  diluted  plentifully  with  weak  tea,  and 
took  her  medicines  ^s  before, 

2 1  ft.  Slept  but  little,  her  eyes  were 
blood-fhot  and  promineiit,  and  her  head- 
ach  not  abated ;  her  fkin  was  dry,  ajid 
her  pulfe  being  ftronger  than  uflial  in 
iuch  caies,  eight  ounces  more  blood  were 
taken  away. 

zid.  She  liept  the  preceding  night ; 
her  head-ach  was  greatly  relieved,  and 
aU  the  febrile  fymptoms  nianifeilly  abated; 
notwithftanding.,  fhe  remained  weak  and 
helplels,  and  had  involuntary  ftools  for  a 
few  days  after;  but  as  her  ftrength  in- 
creafed,  this  inconvenience  went  oif^  and 
in  about  a  fortnight's  time  from  the  firit 
attack,  flie  perfedjy  recovered. 

The  milk  continued  till  the  fifth  day, 
and  the  lochid  difcharge  did  not  feem  al- 
tered from  its  natural  Hate. 

REMARKS. 

I  would  not  here  have  it  inferred  that 

di^fe  two  patients  recovered  becaufe  bleed- 

X  2.  ino; 
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ing  was  dire6led  ;  but  rather  from  their- 
having  this  fever  when  the  feafbn  was  not 
epidemical;  for  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that 
the  attack  is  not  then  fo  violent,  and  all 
the  flibfequent  iymptoms  are  leis  fevere: 
The  {hivering  fit  in  the  beginning  is  gti 
nerally  leis,  and  the  diarrhoea  and  bilious, 
vomitinE^  are  either  inconiiderable,  or  do 

CD  .....  ^ 

not  appear  at  all ;  the  pulfe  is  neither  £o 
quick  or  weak,  and  the  dileafe,  inflead  of 
being  terminated  about  the  tenth  or  ele-^ 
venth  day,  is  often  protra&d  far  beyond 
that  period,  from  acute  becoming  truly 
chronicaiy  and  then  ieldom  proving  fatal. 

Eliz.  Btirges  was  the  firft  patient  feized 
with  the  Child-bed  Fever  in  the  epidemical 
leafon;  (lie  was  delivered  on  the  6th  of 
December,  iy6^,  and  died  about  twelve 
days  after;  but  the  particulars  of  her  cafe 
I  cannot  diflinclly  remember, 

CASE      III. 

'Jidi^m  Thompfojiy  aged  twenty-one,  and 

of  a  delicate  habit,  haying  received  a  flroke? 

PA 
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on  her  belly,  was  fuddenly  feized  with 
labour,  and  delivered  in  a  chair  as  ilie 
was  coming  to  the  holpital,  Decemhr  the 
7th,  1769. 

She  continued  pretty  well  for  the  two 
iirft  days,  but  was  rather  languid  and 
dejefted  in  her  Ipirits,  having  had  a  flight 
uterine  haemorrhage  from  the  time  llie 
received  the  hurt  to  that  of  being  deli- 
vered. 

December  10.  Was  feverilh  and  thirfty, 
and  complained  of  great  pain  in  her 
head ;  there  was  no  appeai'ance  of  milk, 
and  the  lochia  were  discharged  in  their 
natural  quantity.  She  took  lenitive  eleft. 
with  on  of  almonds,  which  procured  her 
two  or  tjiree  evacuations ;  the  tliirft  and 
fever  w-ere  abated,  and  her  head-ach  was 
much  better. 

I  ith.  Continued  better,  and  was  able 
to  fit  up  in  bed. 

1 2th.  Her  face  was  florid,  her  cheeks 
|)efet  with  a  deep  crimfon  colour,  and  her 

pulfe 
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pnlfe  was  quick  and  weak;  the  tongue 
looked  clean,  though  her  tMril  was  intenfe  5 
llie  diluted  plentifully  with  tea  and  barley- 
water;  the  laline  mixture  with  Qierm. 
ceti,  was  given  occafionally,  and  a  clyfter 
of  beef-water  direcled  to  be  adminiftered; 
Towards  the  evening,  a  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing came  on,  with  opprellion  at  her 
breaft,  and  a  pain  in  lier  left  fide. 

When  I  vifited  this  patient  with  Dr.  Ford^ 
we  directed  the  tartar  emetic  h\  the  third 
part  of  a  grain  to  be  given  every  four  or 
five  hoLU's,  and  a  hlifter  to  be  applied  to 
her  fide  ;  the  emollient  clyiler  was  alfo  re- 
peated. 

She  had  fix  or  feven  flools  in  the  night, 
and  the  next  day  appeared  eafier,  but^ 
was  languid  and  weak  ;  her  pulfe  continu- 
ed very  quick ;  and  the  blifter  did  not  rife. 

As  there  was  {ediment  in  her  urine,  with 
figns  of  a  remiffion,  we  thought  it  adviie^ 
able  to  try  the  hark  in  decoftion ;  but  it 
purged  her  immoderately,  although  the 

fimple 
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Umple  cinnamon-water  was  added,  and 
therefore  was  left  off* 

The  next  day  flie  compiained  of  pains 
{hooting  downwards  from  her  ftomach  to 
the  navel,  for  which  a  volatile  liniment 
was  applied,  but  as  it  did  not  procure  her 
much  relief;  we  directed  the  ludrm  hath 
the  day  following,  in  the  manner  already 
mentioned  at  p.  118*  a  long  fiannei 
gown  being  next  her  Ikin ;  fhe  was  after- 
wards put  into  a  warm  bed,  and  fupplied 
mth  beef-tea  and  other  warm  fluids,  in  or- 
der to  encourage  a  gentle  peribiration. 

Bladders  half  filled  with  warm  water, 
arid  wrapped  in  flannels,  were  applied  to 
her  ftomach  and  fides,  where  flie  ftill  com- 
plained of  pain  and  oppreflion,  and  the 
emollient  clyfters  were  alfo  continued,  with 
g"'  XXX  of  the  thebaic  tinBure, 

The  next  day  her  belly  began  to  fwell, 
though  the  purging  ftill  continued ;  ftie 
had  partial,  faint  fweats  on  her  breaft  and 
face,  and  was  now  extremely  weak,  though 

perfectly 
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perfe(^ly  fenfible,  but  could  take  notliing 
except  nourifliment  for  feveral  days  before 
her  death,  wliich  happened  on  the  25th 
of  December  ;  being  the  fifteenth  day  from 
the  time  of  the  febrile  attack* 

Margaret  Walker ^^  another  patient  in  the 
lame  ward,  was  delivered  on  the  nth  of 
December,  and  lickened  £bon  after  the  for- 
mer :  They  both  lay  ill  at  die  fame  time, 
and  laboured  mider  fymptoms  fb  exacftly 
fimilar,  that  it  would  be  imneceflary  to 
jfet  down  the  particulars  of  tMs  lafl  cafe : 
She  died  on  the  21ft  of  the  fame  month, 
nine  days  after  being  feized  with  the 
difeafe. 

C   A  S  E      IV. 

Mrs.  T.  a  lady  near  the  Ahhey  in  Weji-^ 
minjler ;  young,  and  of  a  flrong  and 
healthy  habit ;  after  a  labour  perfe^y 
natural,  was  fliddenly  attacked  with  a 
violent  fhivering  fit,  the  tliird  day  after 

9 

deliver}'-,  being  the  ifl  of  January  1770  % 

She 
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She  was  alio  affefted  with  a  thrilling, 
uncommon  feniation,  as  if  a  cold,  wet 
flieet  had  been  applied  round  her  body. 

She  complained  of  head-ach,  and  was 
jfick  at  ftomach ;  dming  the  excefs  of 
febrile  heat,  her  puITe  beat  a  hundred 
and  thirty  times  in  a  minute,  and  was 
more  full  and  ftrong  than  uilial  in  this 
fever  ;  her  countenance  was  florid,  and 
much  altered  fi'om  its  natural  llate,  ha\'^ 
jjig  an  iinumal  flare  with  her  eyes. 

Small  portions  of  emetic  tartar,  viz,  the 
fourth  part  of  a  grain,  were  given  with 
the  faline  mixture,  every  four  hours : 
She  diluted  plentifully  with  barley-water 
and  balm-tea,  but  did  not  perfpii'e. 

The  fecond  day  after  the  attack^  a  vio- 
lent bilious  purging  came  on ;  die  anti- 
monial  po^vders  were  then  given  by  lon^ 
ger  intervals ;  the  faline  mixture  vv^as  diP 
continued,  and  emollient  clyfters  ^vere 
directed :  She  took  rice-water,  and  the 
white  decoftion  for  common  drink. 

y  The 
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The  fever  and  diarrhoea  continued  very' 
violent  for  three  or  four  days ;  her  belly  - 
jRvelled,  and  flie  frequently  complained 
of  much  pain  at  the  bottom  of  her  fto- 
mach,  and  towards  the  navel :  Sometimes 
there  feemed  to  be  oblcure  iigns  of  a  re- 
miilion  in  the  morning,  but  towards  the 
evening,  the  fever  again  retm^ned  with 
violence. 

As  ilie  apparently  grew  worfe,  and  as  I 
was,  at  that  time,  ill  and  unable  to  give 
her  due  attendance,  I  delired  Dr.  Hunter 
might  be  called  in,  which  was  accord- 
ingly done.  He  directed  eight  ounces  of 
blood  to  be  talcen  away ;  the  clyfters  to 
be  repeated,  and  a  bladder,  filled  with 
icalded  bran,  to  be  applied  warm  to  the 
umbilical  region.  The  next  day,  I  met 
Dr.  Hunter  and  Dr.  Hugh  Smith :  The  fa^ 
line  draughts,  with  5fs  of  the  confe^i.  don 
mocratisy  were  diredted  every  fix  hoiu's, 
imd  In  other  reipecls,  much  the  fame 
method  was  purfued  as  before. 

When 
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When  Dr.  Smith  viiited  this  patient  with 
me  the  day  following,  we  found  her  deli- 
rious, and  therefore,  inftead  of  the  con- 
fed:,  damocratis,  9i  of  the  puh.  cmitrayer^ 
£,  was  added  to  each  laline  draughty 
wliich  was  ordered  to  be  continued  as  be- 
fore: Four  Ipoonfuls  of  the  tindzire  of 
rofes  were  given  in  the  mterval,  and  clyf- 
ters  of  chicken-water  were  directed  to  be 
adminiftered  frequently.  The  two  follow- 
ing days  I  was  prevented  from  feeing 
her;  during  wliich,  (lie  took  medicines 
of  the  warm  cordial  kind,  but  without 
perfpiration,  or  any  abatement  of  the 
febrile  fymptoms. 

A  few  days  before  her  death,  flie  \^^as 
delirious ;  her  eyes  were  biood-fliot  and 
filled  with  involuntary  tears  ;  at  the  lame 
time,  a  miliary  eruption  appeared  very 
thick  on  her  breaft  and  body ;  and  her 
ftools,  which  were  frequent  and  vpry 
foetid,  came  away  inieiifibly. 

'    Y  2  Leeches 
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Leeches  were  then  applied  to  her  tem- 
ples ;  the  clyiters  were  repeated,  and  her 
ftrength  was  fiipported  by  nourifliment 
and  wine,  but  all  without  a  falutary  ejp- 
fe6l ;  for  on  the  twelfth  of  Jaimmy  {he 
died ;  and  feveral  hours  before  her  death 
became  perfectly  fenfible. 

The  lochia  were  difcharged  in  due 
quantity,  but  there  was  no  fecretion  of 
milk, 

REMARKS. 

The  figns  of  putrefaftion  in  this  pa-* 
tient  before  death,  were  very  evident; 
The  finell  of  the  room  feveral  days  after 
ihe  was  buried  being  intolerably  oifenfive, 
i^otwithftanding  it  had  been  thoroughly 
cleaniied  and  fumigated  with  frankincenfe. 

Purgative'  medicines,  which  are  found  fo 
extremely  beneficial  in  the  iecondary,  pu- 
trid fever  after  the  iinan-pox,  cannot  here 
be  employed  to  advantage  j  becaufe  of  the 
tendernels  of  the  bowels  and  excellive 
lois  of  ftrength  from  the  preceding  diar- 
rhoea 9 
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rhoea ;  £0  that  the  bark,  with  opiates  and 
frequent  nouriiliment,  feem  fnoft  like- 
ly to  afford  relief,  where  that  is  in  the 
power  of  medicine;  but  unfortunately, 
the  flate  of  the  patient  is  generally  at  tliis 
time  jdich,  for  the  reafons  akeady  given, 
as  excludes  all  human  affiftance. 

Where  the  ftools  are  exceffively  putrid, 
it  might  be  worth  while  to  tiy  the  ef- 
fed:s  of  fluids  which  contain  a  large 
quantity  of  Jixed  air,  given  in  clyflers ;  as 
they  have  been  found  powerfully  to  refill 
putrefaction,  agreeable  to  fbme  late  hints 
in  Dr.  Priefikyh  curious  trad  on  the  me- 
thod of  impregnating  water  with  fixed 
air. 

Elizabeth  Tomkins,  alio  died  of  this  fe- 
ver, the  15th  of  January^  '^77^* 

CASE     V.' 

Mary    Evans,    aged  twenty-nine,    was 
delivered  Fehmary  the  5th,    1770,    widi- 
out  any  uucommon  cuxumftance  attend- 
ing 
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Ing  her  labour,  wMch  was  eafy  and  na^ 
t^LiraL 

Her  habit  of  body  was  apparently  goody 
but  being  crooked  and  narrow  chefted, 
fhe  was  ilibjed;  to  an  habitual  difficulty  of 
breatliing.  She  took  an  anodyne  draught. 
With  Iperm.  ceti,  and  pafled  a  good  night 
after  delivery. 

February  the  6th»  Peripired  gently^  and 
was  fi^ee  from  paui  and  fever* 

7th.  At  i^QYcn  in  the  morning  was  at* 
tacked  with  a  flight  fliivering  fit,  which 
lafted  about  fifteen  minutes,  but  was  not 
ilicceeded  by  any  violent  degree  of  fever- 
ifli  heat ;  flie  took  the  antimonial  pow- 
ders every  three  or  four  hours,  and  fell 
into  a  gentle  peripiration,  wliich  feemed 
to  relieve  her;  an  emollient  clyfter  was 
alio  dire(fled. 

8th,  Reflcd  the  preceding  night,  and 
continued  tolerably  eafy  ;  fhe  had  one  bi- 
lious ftool  in  the  mormng,  was  weak  and 

languid* 
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languid,  but  free  from  pain,  and  got  Ibme 
Heep. 

.  9th.  At  nine  in  the  morning  flie  had  a 
Chivering  fit,  which  was  relieved  by  diink- 
ing  warm  fluids  and  the  application  of  hot 
fiamiels  to  her  extremities  and  fides  ;  in  a 
few  hours  the  cold  fit  in  a  flight  degree 
returned,  and  was  fucceeded  by  a  fever, 
and  partial  fweats  on  her  bread  and.  tem- 
ples ;  fhe  had  Ibme  reft  the  former  part 
of  the  night,  but  at  two  o'clock  was  waked 
by  violent  gripings  and  tormina  in  the  bow- 
els, followed  by  nine  or  ten  bUious  ftools^ 
after  which  fhe  had  eafe. 

loth.  About  tv/elve  at  noon  flie  was 
feized  with  a  great  difficulty  of  breathings 
and  in  the  time  of  inipiration,  was  affect- 
ed with  intolerable  acute  pain,  flrik- 
ing  down  from  her  breaft  to  the  navel ; 
but  there  was  no  tenfion  or  pain  in  the 
belly,  nor  any  fymptom  that  could  ftrid:- 
ly  be  called  uterine,  the  lochia  being  nei- 
ther foetid  or  deficient  in  quantity :  her 

puHe 
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piiHe  at  the  fame  time  was  quick,  and 
unequal  ;  but,  confideriag  her  great  dif- 
ficulty of  breathing,  fix  ounces  of  blood 
were  talcen  away,  and  the  following  mix- 
ture was  given  occafionally  ;  a  broth  clyfler 
with  g"-  XX.  of  thebaic  tinclure,  was  alfo 
direfted,  and  ilie  took  rice-water  or  de,-* 
co(fl:.  alb.  for  common  drink. 

haB,  Ammoniac,  '^viL 
Sperm,  Cetijolut.  "^ii. 
Elix.  paregoric,  '^iii. 
Fiat  Mijiura  cujtis -ftmiat  Cochlear ia  duofitb-^ 
inde  urgente  dolore  'uel  dyfpncea. 

After  bleeding,  her  puHe  became  fbme- 
what  flronger,  and  its  (Irokes  were  more 
diftinft  and  free ;  the  pain  at  the  navel 
and  difficulty  of  breatliing  were  a  little 
abated,  and  flie  pafled  a  tolerable  good 
night  with  refrefhing  flumbers. 

iith.  In  the  morning  ftie  was  weak, 
but  free  from  pain  or  much  fever,  and 
breathed  with  confiderable  cafe;   about 

three 
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tliree  in  the  afternoon,  ftie  became  feverifli 
again  ;  and  in  the  evening  her  ptilfe  was 
quick  and  almoft  imperceptibly  weak  1 
her  limbs  were  cold,  and  partial,  clammy 
iweats  overfpread  her  face  and  temples. 

I  direfted  two  ipoonfuls  of  the  follow- 
ing mixture  to  be  given  every  two  or  three 
hours  : 
R 
Spec,  e  Scord.  cum  Opio  5? 
jiq,  Cin.  fimp,  ^vi 
- — Nucis  Mofchat,  5/ 
Syr,  e  Con.  aurant,   "^fs  fiat  Mijlurtl, 
An  anodyne  clyfter  was  dii'efted  as  be- 
fore :    her  extremities  were  kept  warm 
with  hot  flannels,  and  fhe  palled  a  reftieis 
night,  being  delirious  by  turns.  At  four  in 
the  morning,  flie   had  four  black  foetid 
flools,  which  were  voided  without  pain. 
At  feven,  flie  was  perfectly  fenfible,  and 
lb  continued  'till  the  hour  often,  at  wliich 
time  (he  calmly  expired,  being  the  fifth 
day  from  the  attack  of  the  fever. 

Z  The 
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The  lochia!  difcharge  was  natural,  and  (he 
had  milk  at  the  uflial  time,  wliich  left  her 
foon  after  the  febrile  attack, 

DISSECTION, 

After  making  an  inciQon  into  the  abdo- 
men, from  the  navel  to  each  anterior  angle 
of  the  OS  ilium,  and  turning  down  the 
muicular  flap  over  the  pubes ;  about  five 
ounces  oi -white ,  curd-like  pus  covered  the 
furface  of  the  inteftines  ;  it  did  not  run  out 
when  the  abdominal  cavity  was  laid  open, 
being  of  a  much  tliicker  conliftence  than 
common  matter.  On  further  examina- 
tion, I  found  that  the  greatefl  part  of  the 
omentum  was  melted  down,  and  formed 
this  purulent  concrete ;  and  that  the  finalj 
portion  remaining,  was  much  inflamed, 
and  flightly  adhered  to  the  inteflines. 
About  a  pint  and  a  half  of  a  putrid  fluid, 
like  whey,  was  found  in  the  cavity  of  the 
pelvis,  mixed  with  concreted  matter,  and 
bits  of  black,  grumous  blood,  which  feemed 

to 
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to  have  elcaped  from  the  eroded  veflels  of 
the  omentum. 

The  utenis  was  contrad:ed  to  the  fize  of 
a  fwan's  egg^  and  fhrunk  down  below  the 
brim  of  the  pelvis:  On  cutting  into  its 
cavity,  frnall  flaky  pieces  of  the  falie  cho- 
rion were  found  adhering  to  its  fiirface, 
but  it  did  not  contain  any  kind  of  fluid  ; 
in  fliort,  this  part,  as  well  as  the  bladder 
was  perfeftly  found,  and  without  the  leaft 
mark  of  inflammation,  or  any  other  mor- 
bid affeftion* 

The  fiibftance  of  the  liver  was  alfo  found, 
but  appeared  pale,  bloodlels,  and  as  if  it 
had  been  par-boiled  ;  and  the  gall  bladder 
was  full  of  blackifti  bile. 

The  Jlomach  and  intejlines  were  in  then* 
natural  ftates  ;  the  firfl:  contained  about 
half  a  pint  of  a  watery  blackifh  fluid, 
which  fmelled  like  rancid  bile  ;  and  in  the 
laft,  was  found  twice  that  quantity  of  a 
dark  green  fluid,  fomewhat  like  that  in 
the  ftomach. 

Z  2  The 
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The  ^/^df/z  was  large,  but  found. 

The  fternum  being  raifed,  the  lungs 
appeared  of  a  livid  hue,  but  on  cutting 
into  their  fubflance,  neither  pus  or  tuber- 
cles wei^e  found,  nor  any  figns  of  inflani- 
mation ;  only  the  left  lobe,  at  its  pofterior 
and  faperior  part,  flightly  adhered  to  the 
pleura. 

The  veins  on  the  neck  and  bread  on 
the  left  fide,  were  enlarged  to  three  times 
their  natural  diameter,  and  were  filled  with 
blood  of  a  bluifh  colour. 

R  E  M  A  R  K  S. 
Wlien  refpiration  becomes  extremely 
difficult  and  painful^  in  dKeales  of  the 
thorax  or  abdomen,  elpecially  thofe  of  the 
inflammatory  Idnd,  notliing  affords  ilich 
Ipeedy  relief  as  bleeding  ;  for  if  the  breath. 
Is  drawn  in  with  exceflive  pain,  the  lungs 
cannot  be  flifficicntly  inflated,  and  there- 
fore the  blood  will  not  be  freely  difcharged 
from  the  heart  through  the  pulmonary  ar^ 
tery ;;  hence  great  oppreffioii  ^nd  anxiety 

fit 
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at  the  praecordia,  which  if  not  {peedily  re- 
moved, may  produce  a  mortal  ilifFocation  ; 
but  when  matter  is  ahxady  unluckily  formed, 
as  in  the  preceding  cafe,  it  will  then  plainly 
appear,  that  the  patient  is  pail  the  affift-^ 
ance  of  art,  and  that  neither  bleeding  or 
any  thing  ehe  can  avail. 

As  this  dileafe  is  principally  feated  in  the 
omentum,  and  uniformly  produces  an  in- 
flammation of  that  part  (epiploitis)  I  think 
it  will  ftrongly  enforce  a  neceflity  for  the 
early  lols  of  blood,  together  with  the 
immediate  application  of  hlijiers  to  the 
lides,  or  even  to  the  umbilical  region  ;  to 
prevent,  if  poffible,  a  morbid  affection 
of  the  vifcera,  which,  when  once  begun, 
is  rapid  in  its  progrefs,  and  generally  fatal 
in  the  conclusion. 

CASE      VI. 

Ann  Hewatfon,  aged  twenty-fix,  and  of 
a  delicate  habit,  ^vas  delivered  February  the 
the  5  th,  1770.  Her  cafe  was  fennewhat 
bborious,  and  the  birth  of  the  cliild  fuc- 

ceeded 
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ceeded  by  a  diicharge  of  grumous  blood 
from  the  uterus  :  The  placenta  came  away 
without  any  affiliance,  about  an  hour  after 
delivery ;  {lie  was  eafy  in  the  night,  and 
had  refreiliing  fleep. 

6th.  Being  inclined  to  lleep,  took  a 
fperm.  ceti  emuliion  without  any  opiate  % 
perljDired  gently,  had  a  good  night  with 
natural  reft,  and  waked  free  from  pain  or 
fever.  The  lochial  diicharge  was  large  in 
quantity  and  fc£tid ;  but  the  belly  was  foft, 
and  without  pain. 

7th.  Continued  eafy,  and  had  a  mode- 
rate fecretion  of  miilc. 

8th.  About  ten  in  the  morning,  after  a 
breakfaft  of  tea,  without  any  evident  caufe, 
fhe  was  iiiddenly  attacked  with  a  rigor, 
which  iliook  her  whole  body  like  an  ague- 
fit  ;  the  iliivering  lafted  above  half  an  hour, 
gradually  becoming  lefs  and  leis  intenfe 
from  its  onfet. 

She  took  the  emetic  draught  already 
mentioned^  which  operated  mildly  :  To- 
wards 
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wards  evening,  the  antimonial  powders 
were  given  by  due  intervals:  flie  was 
extremely  feveriili,  tiiirfty,  and  reftlefs  at 
night,  but  was  fomewhat  relieved  by  a 
fee  perl|>iration,  which  came  on  about 
twelve  o'clock. 

9th.  Had  four  bilious,  frothy  {tools, 
preceded  by  violent  pains  and  gripings  in- 
the  bowels :  an  emollient  clyiler  was  mr^ 
jec^lied.  Her  pulfe  was  quick  and  weak, 
and  the  febrile  fymptoms  violent.  She 
had  a  very  reftlefs  night,  but  only  one  eva- 
cuation by  ftool,  and  without  pain. 

loth.  In  the  morning  had  nine  or  ten 
blackifh  ftools,  mixed  with  mucus,  which 
were  extremely  offenfive,  and  attended 
with  great  pain  :  her  pulfe  were  excellive- 
ly  quick,  fhe  breathed  laborioufly,  as  it 
were  by  jerks,  and  complained  of  great 
oppreffion  acrofs  the  breaft  and  flomach, 
and  of  pain  flriking  down  under  her 
fhoulder-blade,  when  fhe  drew  in  her 
breath :  eight  ounces  of  blood  were  taken 

awav» 
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away,,  and  a  ftarch  clyfter  with  g"-  xkx 
of  tind;.  thebaic  was  adminiftered :  flie 
only  now  took  rice-water,  with  a  linall 
portion  of  brandy  in  it^  as  every  tiling 
cKe  purged  her  immodei'ately.  Towards 
the  evening,  feemed  a  little  better,  her 
piilie  was  not  fo  frequent,  and  the  pain 
and  feverifii  fymptoms  were  fbmewhat 
abated. 

I  ith.  Hot  and  reftlefs,  with  faint  iweats 
on  her  breaft,  neck,  and  face.  The  emol- 
Hent  clyfter  was  repeated,  without  the 
opiate  ;  after  wliich  (lie  had  fome  fleep. 

1 2th.  The  clyfter  came  away  with  a  bi- 
lious ftool ;  file  was  nianifeftly  much  worfe, 
her  pulie  being  very  quick,  and  her  thirft  . 
intenfe ;  fhe  breathed  laborioufly,  had  a 
fixed  crimfbn  colour  in  her  cheeks,  and 
was  alfo  much  troubled  with  a  cough  and 
vifcid  phlegm,  which  (he  was  unable  to 
expeftorate,  but  found  relief  by  taldn^ 
the  following  mixture  i 

R  SaL 
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SaL  Ahfinth.  y, 

Slice »  Limon,  "^ijs,  peraBa  effervefcentia. 


Elix,  paregoric  '^ii 
Syr.  halfamic,  '^iii 
Fiat  Mijltira  aijus  fiimat  Cochlearid  dm 
fubindepro  re  nata, 

1 3th.  She  was  fiipported  by  a  cordial 
julep  when  faint,  together  with  light  nou- 
rifhment,  and  wine  given  by  fpoonfuls. 

14th.  Breathed  with  great  difficulty,  and 
her  puKe  was  very  quick  and  weak.  She 
had  partial  fweats  on  her  ftoniach,  bread, 
and  face,  attended  with  coldnefs  of  the 
extremities,  great  langour,  and  all  the 
fymptoms  of  approacliing  death  :  flie  died 
about  two  in  the  morning,  being  the  eighth 
day  after  the  attack. 
^  REMARKS. 

At  the  time  of  the  Oiivering  fit,  which 

happened  on  the  third  day ;  this  patient 

A  a  had 
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had  plenty  of  milk  in  her  breads,  which 
afterwards  iliddenly  difappeared,  and  was 
totally  gone  off  in  the  evening;  her  breads 
being  then  loole  and  empty :  the  defeat  of 
milk,  is  therefore  manifeftly  a  confequence 
of  the  morbid  caule. 

There  is  however  one  circumflance, 
which,  although  it  feems  to  controvert 
this  opinion,  I  cannot  help  mentioning, 
viz.  thofe  who  were  feized  mth  this  fever, 
were  not  flibjec^l  to  abiceiles  of  the  breafts; 
and  of  thofe  who  happened  to  have  iiich 
ablcefles,  I  have  never  known  one  die ; 
neither  are  they  lubjed:  to  a  diarrhoea,  or 
much  fymptomatic  fever,  although  the . 
pain  attending  a  flippuration  of  the  breaft, 
is  often  very  acute. 

The  putrid  difcharge  of  the  lochia  in 
this  cafe,  appears  merely  accidental,  and 
only  owing  to  a  corruption  of  the  coagu- 
lated blood  retained  in  the  uterus,  from 
the  accefs  of  air,  like  that  wliich  came 
away  fooH  after  delivery, 

PMe 
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Fh(Ebe,  Hilly  aged  nineteen,  was  alfo 
violently  feized  with  this  fe^^er  on*  the 
eleventh  of  February,  and  contrary  to  my 
expe<5lation,  recovered,  and  was  diichar^ 
ged  in  perfect  health  on  the  3d  of  March. 

She  was  blooded  early  and  liberally, 
and  treated  much  like  the  former  patient, 
but  I  did  not  take  minutes  of  her  caie. 

CASE      VIL 

'Elizabeth  Gardner^  aged  thirty-two,  was 
delivered  in  the  Hofpital  the  nth  of  Fe- 
■  hmary^  lyjo ;  her  labour  was  natural 
and  her  habit  of  body  ilrong  and  healthy, 
although  ftie  had  been  troubled  with  a 
violent  cough  for  feveral  weeks  before 
delivery. 

1 2th.  Her  pulfe  was  Rill  and  frequentj 
attended  with  great  tliirft,  ficknefs  at 
ftomach,  and  pain  in  her  head  and 
bowels  ;  ihe  took  the  faline  mixture,  with 
iperm.  ceti,  and  an  emollient  clyfler  was 
adminiftered :  She  alfo  drank  plentifully 
A  a  3  of 
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of  weak  tea  and  barley-water,  but  did  not 
perlpire,  and  pailed  the  night  without 
fleep. 

1 3th.  I  viiited  this  patient  with  Dr. 
Ford.  Her  pulfe  being  exceeding  quick, 
and  more  fuU  and  ftrong  than  ufual, 
attended  with  excellive  thirft,  a  violent 
head-ach  and  dry  fkin;  we  diredled 
ten  ounces  of  blood  immediately  to  be 
taken  away :  A  lenitive  eleftuary  was 
afterwards  given,  and  alfo  an  emollient 
clyfter,  which  produced  two  or  three  lax 
ftools:  She  diluted  plentifully,  but  did 
not  perlpire,  and  paifed  a  reftlefs  night. 

The  fecretion  of  milk  was  moderate,  and 
the  lochid^difcharge  natural. 

14th.  In  the  morning  had  Ibme  re- 
freiliing  deep,  with  a  gentle  perlpiration; 
her  thirft  and  fever  being  fomewhat  aba- 
ted: She  had  tliree  evacuations  by  ftool, 
but  Hill  complained  much  of  an  into- 
lerable fhooting  pain  in  her  head,  elpe- 
ciaily  at  the  time  of  cougliing:  Eight 

ounces 
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ounces  more  blood  were  taken  away, 
which  was  not  near  fo  ilzy  as  that  firfl 
drawn. 

15th.  Much  diflurbed  by  her  cough 
in  the  night,  peripired  but  little,  and  had 
no  lleep,  though  her  head-ach  was  Tome- 
tiling  better.^ 

1 6th.  In  the  evening,  her  pulle  was 
extremely  quick,  her  thiril  immoderate, 
and  all  the  febrile  fymptoms  increaled: 
file  was  lick  at  ftomach,  and  had  direc 
bilious  ftools,  with  fevere  gripings  in  her 
bowels :  the  antmonial  powders  were  given 
every  three  or  four  hours ;  about  two 
hom's  after  taking  the  iecond,  ftie  threw 
up  a  large  quantity  of  vifcid  phlegm, 
mixed  with  bile,  and  in  the  night  had 
eight  or  nine  black  flools,  the  lafl  of 
which  was  very  foetid,  and  mixed  with 
blood  and  mucus.  She  was  delirious  by 
turns,  very  reilleis,  and  had  partial,  taint 
fweats  on  her  brea.fl  and  face* 

The 
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The  vitel.  ovi,  with  mucilage  of  ftarch, 
was  diilblved  in  rice-water,  and  injefted 
as  a  clyiler;  and  (lie  took  the  following 
draught : 

^^ 

Spcfm.  Ceti  foliit.  '^js 
Fulv.  e  Tragacanth,  C.  Bi 
Aq.  Cin.  Si: lip.,  pfs 
T^hid.   Thebaic  gtt.  xv, 
Syr.  e  Mecoru  5/  Jiat  hanjlus.. 
17th.     Her  ftomach  and  bowels  were 
much  relieved,  ilie  flept  in  the  night  and 
waked  refreflied ;    her  pulfe  ^vas   weak 
but  equal,  and  ilie  perij3ij'ed  moderately. 

1 8  dr.  Better  in  all  reipec^b,  but  com- 
plained of  great  forenefs  in  the  bowels  at 
the  time  of  cougliing :  She  took  the  ano- 
dyne draught  at  night,  and  the  ftarch 
clyfters  were  contijiiued  with  light  nou- 
riihment. 

19th.  She  was  weak,  but  continued 
eafy,  her  puMe  was  regular,  and  (lie  po:- 
fpired  gently.     Inflead  of  medicines,  fhe 

now 
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now  took  calf's-foot-jelly,  and  nourifliiiig 
broth,  to  repair  her  ftrength. 

20th.  Gained  ftrength ;  from  this  time 
gradually  continued  to  recover,  and  the 
9th  of  March,  (lie  was  difcharged  from  die 
holpital  in  perfedl  health. 

y^wt  Williams,  who  was  delivered  in  the 
hoipital  on  the  14th  of  February,  was 
feized  with  this  fever,  and  recovered  un- 
der the  like  treatment. 

Elizabeth  Coiifenitt,  of  a  fickly,  confluiip- 
tive  habit,  alio  had  the  fe^^er  the  23d  of 
February,  and  died  the  3d  of  March: 
There  was  no  fecretion  of  milk,  but  the 
hchial  difcharge  was  natural.  She  was 
treated  in  the  uiual  manner,  but  not 
blooded, 

CASE      VIII. 

Am  Simms,  aged  twenty-two,  and  ap- 
parently healthy  and  ftrong,  was  delivered 
on  Tuefday  the  6th  of  March ;  her  caie 
was  lomewhat  laborious,  the  child's  head 

being 
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being  large,  and  detained  fcveral  hours 
wiriiin  the  bones  of  the  pelvis :  An  emol- 
lient clyflcr  was  directed  in  the  evening 
and  (lie  took  an  anodyne  draught :  pafled 
a  reftlefs  night,  and  without  the  leall 
perlpiration. 

7th4  Feverifli  and  thirfly,  her  pulfe 
quick  and  Ibmewhat  full,  and  her  fkin 
dry.  She  took  the  faline  mixture,  and 
diluted  plentifully  with  nitrous  drink ;  a 
clyfter  of  bcef-vvater  was  aMb  given  in  the 
evening  :  She  had  a  very  indiiferent  night, 
and  but  little  reil. 

8th.  Had  fbnie  fleep  the  preceding 
night,  and  feemed  a  little  better  ;  flie  had 
milk  in  her  breads,  and  being  coflive, 
complained  of  the  head-ach:  a  cathartic 
clyiler  was  adminiflered  in  the  evening, 
wliich  procured  two  evacuations,  and  her 
head  was  eailer, 

9th  and  ioth»  Somewhat  feverifli,  and 
reftlefs,  though  free  from  pain. 

nth.  Con-* 
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ilth.  Continued  very  reftlefs ;  herpuHe 
was  quick,  her  tongue  wliite  and  dry, 
and  her  thirft  intenie,  without  any  per- 
Ipiration :  At  night,  fhe  took  a  faline 
draught,  with  ten  grams  of  ?iitre  and  g"* 
XV.  of  thebaic  tinBure,  but  had  icarcely 
any  reft. 

1 2th  and  13th.  The  febrile  fymptoms 
continued,  and  though  (he  diluted  plen- 
tifully, her  fldn  remained  parched  and 
dry.  Six  grains  of  Jameses  powder  were 
then  adminiftered,  which  puked  her  twice, 
and  afterwards  procured  her  three  ftools  : 
At  night  I  direfted  her  another  powder 
and  an  emollient  clyfter,  with  g"-  xxx. 
of  thebaic  tinBure :  She  had  fome  fleep 
in  the  night,  but  no  free  or  equal  perfpi- 
ration. 

14th.  In  the  morning  apparently  bet- 
ter, and  dilpoled  to  fleep,  but  towards 
the  evening,  was  lick  at  ftomach,  and 
threw  up  a  large  quantity  of  bitter,  glairy 
fluid ;  in  the  night  fhe  was  feized  v;ith 
B  b  fevere 
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levere  pains  in  her  bowels,  followed  by 
leven  or  eight  bUious  ftools,  and  after- 
wards fhe  had  fbme  fleep, 

15th.  Her  pulfe  Was  quick^  her  fldii 
dry,  and  her  hand  tremulous;  her  looks 
were  wild  and  flaring,  and  her  cheeks  be- 
fet  with  a  deep  crimfonhue  i  (he  breathed 
laboriouffy,  and  complained  of  great  pain 
in  her  fide,  and  belly  towards  the  navel : 
At  night  file  had  fix  black  watery  flools ; 
after  which,  an  anodyne  draught  and  a 
flarch  clyfter  were  dired:ed:  She  leemed 
relieved,  and  flept  for  feveral  hours. 

16th..  The  pain  in  her  belly  and  fide  wa? 
but  little  abated ;  fhe  was  extremely  hot 
and  refllefs^  and  could  not  fweat ;  I  direft-^ 
ed  three  ^oonfiils  of  the  following  mix- 
ture to  be  given,  which  produced  no  per- 
fpiration  although  fhe  took  it  every  two  or 
three  hours  i 

■^» 

SaL  Volat*  ammon,  5? 

Succ,.  hiMon,  recent*  expref}^  pjs  mifce 
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Aq^  Alex,  fmip,  %;vi 

*TinB,  crocu  ^iii 

Syr*  ejufd.  "^fs  fiat  Miflura, 
17th.  Much  worie  in  all  refpecls;  the 
pulfe  being  exceedingly  quick,  and  almoft 
imperceptibly  weak ;  cold,  clamrDy  f\veats 
overfpread  her  breaft  and  face,  which  was 
now  pale  and  death-like,  and  about  twelve 
at  noon  fhe  expired. 

The  lochia  were  diicharged  in  their  na^ 
tural  quantity,  and  (lie  had  milk  in,  her 
breads  till  within  a  day  or  two  of  her 
death* 

DISSECTION, 

When  the  body  was  opened,  the  next 
day  in  the  evening,  the  inferior  lateral 
portion  of  the  omentum  was  found  much 
inflamed,  its  veflels  being  turgid,  and 
as  it  v/ere  injected  with  blood,  but  the 
greater  part  of  it  was  deftroyed  by  a  fup- 
piration ;  what  remained,  adhered  to  the 
B  b  2  fmall 
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fmali  inteflines,  and  alfo  flightly  to  each 
other,  where  their  convoludons  came  in 
contad:. 

The  uterus  was  contradVed  to  the  fize  of 
a  large  fift,  and  lay  at  the  bottom  of  the 
pelvis ;  the  fundus  uteri  feemed  to  partake 
of  that  general  inflammation  which  had 
apparently  firft  alFedied  the  omentum,  and 
afterwards,  fiiperiicially  overlpead  the  in-' 
teftines,  the  myfentery  and  contiguous  parts  ; 
but  on  cutting  into  its  Hibilance,  it  was 
perfedlly  firm  and  found,  aldiough  it  had 
a  livid  appearance  towards  the  cervix  and 
OS  internum  ;  v^^hich  was  probably  owing 
to  the  violence  fuflained  by  thofe  parts  in 
the  time  of  labour. 

In  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  was  found 
above  a  pint  of  -whey-coloured  fluid,  with 
three  or  four  ounces  of  thick  mattery  which 
did  not  uniformly  mix  with  it,  but  floated 
in  it  like  curds  in  whey,  together  with 
il'veral  bits  of  black,  coagulated  blood* 

The 
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The  liver  was  found,  but  remarkably 
pale,  and  the  gall-bladder  was  turgid  with 
a  large  quantity  of  olive-colotired  bile j  incon- 
iiflence,  equal  to  that  of  honey,  and  with  diF- 
iiculty,  fqueezed  through  the  cyflic  dud:. 
The  flomach  contained  about  half  a  pint 
of  black,  oily  liquor,  refembling  diat  which 
was  voided  by  ilool. 

The  contents  of  the  thorax  were  found, 
and  without  any  morbid  appearance,  ex- 
cept a  flight  adheiion  of  the  right  lobe  of 
the  lungs  to  the  pleura. 

CASE      IX. 

y^mi  Cook,  aged  twenty,  and  of  a  deli- 
cate habit,  after  an  eafy  labour,  was  deli- 
vered in  the  hofpital  the  1 3th  of  March, 
1770. 

The  fame  evening  fhe  complained  of 
ficknefs  at  ftomach,  with  pain  in  her. 
bowels,  and  pafled  a  refllefs  night. 

14th.  Continued  fick  at  flomach  ;  took 
the  antimonid  emetic  draught,  and  threw  up 

a  large 
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a  large  quantity  of  bilious,  ropy  fluids 
frem  the  ftoitiach ;  alio  had  one  lax  ftool ; 
after  wliich,  a  broth  clyfcer  was  injected 
with  tliirty  drops  of  thebaic  tinBwe,  She 
pafled  a  tolerable  night,  perlpired  mode- 
rately, and  had  Ibme  refreiliing  fleep. 

15  th.  Free  from  pain  in  the  bowels, 
and  had  a  good  night's  reft. 

1 6th .  Sick  at  flomach,  and  vomited  a 
large  quantity  of  poraceous  fluid ;  her 
puife  was  quick,  and  her  thirft  exceffive  : 
She  took  the  antimoitial  powders  every  four 
or  five  hours,  but  perlpired  little,  and  had 
a  reftlels  night. 

17th.  In  the  morning  complained  of 
great  ficknefs,  and  a  burning  heat  at  her 
ftomach,  with  a  violent  head-ach ;  and 
threw  up  near  a  tea-cupful  of  dark  green 
Equor,  wliich  fcemed  to  be  almoft  fure 
bile :  She  had  aHb  five  bilious  ftools. 

At  night  (he  was  Hiddenly  IHzed  with 
an  acute  pain  in  her  lide,  and  great  op- 
prellion  at  her  breaft ;  being  likewile  al- 

mofl: 
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mofl  fiiffocated  with  tough  phlegm,  which 
ftie  could  not  bring  up  :  Her  pulfe  was  ex- 
ceeding quick  and  fomewhat  weak,  and  her 
countenance  ghallly ;  but  as  Ihe  breathed 
with  vail  difficulty,  I  dired:ed  feven  ounces 
of  blood  to  be  taken  away,  and  that  (he 
fhould  draw  in  the  fleams  of  warm  water 
into  her  lungs  at  each  inipiration  :  She  2& 
terwards  took  one  of  the  antimonial  pow- 
ders, which  occafioned  her  to  vomit  twice, 
and  gave  her  two  flools.  She  was  exceed- 
ing weak,  but  breathed  with  a  good  deal 
more  freedom  and  eafe  :  An  emollient  ano- 
doyne  clyfter  was  inje<fled,  and  fhc  was 
ordered  a  fpoonfbl  or  two  of  warm  fpiced 
wine  when  faint. 

2  8th.  In  the  morning  {he  breathed  with 
more  eafe,  and  was  free  from  the  load  at 
lier  breafl ;  her  pulfe  beat  regularly,  but 
was  extremely  languid  :  Bladders  with  hot 
water  WTapped  in  flannels,  were  applied 
to  the  foles  of  her  feet ;  (he  took   light 

iiourifli- 
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nourifliment  often,  and  now  and  then  a 
Ipoonful  of  fpiced  wine. 

19th.  She  had  refrefliiing  {lumbers  the 
preceding  night,  and  gained  ftrength ;  no- 
tliing  was  now  given  but  frequent  nourifli- 
ment. 

20th.     Continued  better;  directed  the 
following  draught  to  be  taken  twice  a-day, 
wliich  greatly  increaied  her  ftrength : 
^. 

Peco(^.  Peruv.  Corf,  ^ijs 
^q.  Cm,  Spt.  ^iii 
Spt.  Lavend.  c,  gtt,  xxx 
ConfeB.  Alkerm.  "^i  fiat  haufttis. 
In  about  a  week's  time  (he  was  much 
recovered,  and  went  out  of  the  hoipital 
the  2d  of  April  in  perfeiffc  health. 

C   A    S   E      X. 

Philadelphia  Ford,  aged  twenty-eight, 
was  delivered  the  14th  of  March,  1770, 
and  was  well  tiU  the  third  day,  when  (he 

conl- 
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complained  of  great  paiil  in  her  head,  with 
laffitude  and  inability  to  turn  in  bed  :  Her 
Countenance  was  fiorid  ;  (he  had  a  bro'ivn 
dry  cruft  on  her  tongue,  and  an  unquench^ 
able  tllirft:  Her  appetite  left  her,  and  there 
was  not  milk  enough  to  give  (lick.  The 
medicines  uHially  adminiftered  on  fuch 
occafions  had  but  little  efled: ;  but  all  the 
febrile  iymptoms  were  much  relieved  by 
the  appearance  of  a  red  cutaneous  iwelllng 
on  the  joint  of  her  great  toe ;  In  a  few 
days,  another  {Ivelling  of  a  livid  colour  ap- 
peared below  her  liip ;  they  both  were 
poulticed  and  fomented,  but  did  not  flip- 
purate ;  the  laft  tlirew  off  a  black  mortified 
fiough,  and  diicharged  a  famous  ichor. 
I  dkedted  her  a  decoft.  of  the  hark^  with 
tinB.  aromat,  and  by  allowing  her  wine  and 
good  nourifliment,  (lie  recovered. 

Ann  Deiifey  of  a  than,  weakly  habit,  died 
of  tliis  fever,  notwithflanding  various  re- 
medies were  tried  for  her  relief:  She  h^d 
a  natui'al  labour,  and  remained  well  for 
C  t  •  the 
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the  firfh  three  days  ;  incidverteiitly  fhe  fiit 
lip  Oil  the  fourth  day,  and  found  herfelf 
n5t  well  towards  the  evening :  On  the 
fifth,  fhe  was  feized  with  a  flnvcritig  Jit ; 
the  next  day  complained  of  pain  in  her  belly 
and  fide  j  and  on  the  29th  of  March  fhe 
died,  being  the  lixth  day  after  the  attack. 

She  had  inilk  in  her  breads,  and  the 
lochial  difchargc  was  naturaL 

Bleeding  in  this  cafe,  was  not  thought 
eligible.  I  have  not  known  any  inftance 
beiides  tliis,  where  the  difcafe  proved  fa- 
tal in  fo  fliort  a  time,  when  it  commenced 
fo  late  after  delivery  j  being  in  general, 
tlien  the  moft  favourable. 

The  body  being  opened,  almofl  ex- 
asPdy  the  fame  morbid  appearances  prer 
iented  a^  in  the  preceding  cafes  j  the 
omentum  was  deftroyed,  and  a  large  quan- 
tity of  matter  and  purulent  ferwn,  coliecled 
in  the  abdomen.  The  intefiines  were  fuper-* 
iicially  inflamed,  but  the  uterus  and  all  the 
other  vifccra  were  perfe^flly  found. 

Rebecca 
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Rebecca  Day,  of  a  healthy,  robuii:  habit, 
after  a  natuial  delivery,  was  ieized  with 
the  head-ach  and  ficknels  at  her  ftomach  ; 
two  days  after^  a  miliary  eruption  -appeared 
on  her  bread  and  body,  but  without  re- 
lief; for  all  the  febrile  fymptoms  gradual- 
ly increaled,  and  (lie  died  the  25th  of 
April,  being  die  tenth  day  after  deliveiy . 

The  lochial  difcharge  was  not  defeclive, 
neither  was  there  a  want  of  milk,  till  after 
the  attack  of  the  fever» 

The  body  was  opened,  but  as  the  ap^ 
pearance  of  the  qffeded parts  was  much  the 
/ame,  and  only  diiTered  in  degree  from 
thofe  already  mentioned ;  a  recital  of  the 
particulars  would  be  unnecellary. 

CASE      XL 

Harriot  Trueman,  young  and  of  a  ftrongj 

healthy  conftitution,  May  the  2d,  was  de^ 

iivered  of  a  monjlroiis  child,  which  prefcnted 

C  2  v/ith 
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with  the  arm  ;  fb  that  the  cafe  was  preterm 
natural  in  a  double  fenfe. 

As  tliis  patient  was  of  a  plethoric  habit, 
and  fiibjeft  to  a  cough,  I  directed  {even 

/    ounces  of  blood  to  be  taken  away,  before 

/ 

/       tne  delivery  was  attempted ;  to  prevent  in 

I      Ibme  meafure,tlie  danger  of  inflammation, 
wlidch  might  ^rife  from  th^  yiolence  ?ipplir 
\     ed  in  turning  the  child. 

After  delivery,  an  eiiioHient  clyfter  was 
dire£led,  and  a  faline  mixture  with  fperm, 
ceti  andlyr.  e  mecon,  of  which,  fhe  was 
to  talce  tliree  ipoonfuls  every  four  or  five 
hours,  as  occaiion  requked  :  fhe  was  fre^ 
from  pain,  an4  had  a  good  night. 

3d.  Perlpired  gently,  continued  free 
from  pain  and  fever,  her  cough  lefs  vIot 
lent,  and  flic  pailed  her  water  with  eafe  ; 
the  mixtm*e  was  continued,  aqd  a  clyfter 
as  before^,  given  in  the  evening :  fhe  re- 
mained eafy  dui'ing  the  night,  and  refled 
well. 

4th.  Con^ 
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4th.  Continued  perfe<fl:ly  eafy,  and 
pafled  a  good  night :  the  lochial  difdmrg^ 
was  natural,  and  flie  had  no  pain  in  the 
region  of  the  uterus. 

5th.  About  three  in  the  afternoon, 
ihe  was  feized  with  a  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing, with  tightnefs  and  oppreffion  acroli 
her  breaft  and  ftomach  ;  leven  ounces  of 
blood  were  immediately  taken  away,  which 
was  exceedingly  fizy*  The  ftrokes  of  her 
puHe  were  weak,  quick,  and  indiftinft 
after  bleeding  ;  but  loon  bjecame  leis  fre- 
quent, and  more  ample  and  ftrong ;  £he 
found  herfelf  much  relieved,  and  could 
then  breathe  with  freedom  ;  was  difjpoled 
to  a  gentle  perfpiration,  and  had  refrefli- 
ing  ilumbers  in  the  night  •  the  mixture 
and  emollient  clyfler  were  repeated. 

The  lecretion  of  m//^  was  moderate. 

6th.  She  continued  ea^^,  had  a  na- 
tural evacuation  by  flool,  and  flept  by  in- 
tervals. 

7th.  At 
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7th.  At  four  in  the  morning,  her  dif- 
ficulty of  breatliing  and  cough  returned  ; 
file  was  fick  at  ftomach,  vomited  up  a 
ropy,  bilious  fluid,  and  had  five  black 
Jlools,  Her  pulie  was  weak,  frequent  and 
intermitting ;  her  breafts  iiibfided,  and  the 
milk  fuddenly  dilappeared. 

I  directed  a  powder,  with  the  tliird  part 
of  a  grain  of  the  tartar  emetic^  and  a  fcru* 
pie  of  the  pdv.  Contrayer,  c,  to  be  repeat- 
ed every  four  or  five  hours  after,  if  the 
firft  had  no  fenfible  operation  by  flvcat 
or  vomiting,  and  alio  an  emollient  clyfter. 

She  palled  a  reftlels  night  without  per- 
fpiration,  her  belly  began  to  fwell,  and 
ftie  had  feveral  involuntary  bilious  ftools. 

8th.  Her  relpiration  was  frequent  and 
laborious,  her  pulfe  quick  and  weak,  her 
&in  dry,  and  fhe  complained  much  of 
pains  in  her  fides,  and  acrofs  her  belly 
near  the  navel,  at  the  time  of  drawing  in 
her  breath, 

I  dire6l-- 
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I  direfled  fomentation  to  her  belly  and 
fides,  the  powders  to  be  repeated,  and  a 
ftarch  clyiler  to  be  injec^ted  in  the  even- 
ing, with  g"-  XXX  of  the  tincr.  thebaic. 

She  took  rice-water  with  a  finall  quan- 
tity of  brandy,  for  common  drink,  and  a 
fpoonful  of  fpiced  wuie  when  faint. 

The  involuntary  purging  flill  conthiued 
violent,  and  (he  had  no  reft. 

9  th.  Complained  of  pains  in  her  breafl 
and  belly,  her  difficulty  of  breathing  in- 
creafed,  her  puke  was  quick  and  almoil 
imperceptibly  weak ;  fhe  was  delirious  by 
tiuTLS ;  had  cold,  clammy  fweats  on  her 
neck  and  face,  and  about  four  the  next 
morning  Ihe  expired* 

DISSECTION. 

\^Ticn  the  body  was  opened,  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  omentum  was  fiippurated, 
and  converted  into  thick  matter ;  the  re- 
maining portion,  being  much  imiamed, 

and 
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aiid  flightly  adhering  to  the  folds  of  the 
inteftines.  The  cavity  of  the  pelvis  and  ab-^ 
iomen,  contamed  about  three  pints  oifu-* 
tridferitmy  together  with  clots  of  concreted 
pus,  and  fhiall  pieces  of  coagulated  blood. 

The  uterus  was  much  contratfted,  and 
,fbrunk  down  to  the  inferior  part  of  the 
pelvis  ;  its  fiibflance  was  found,  tho'  the 
OS  tincae  was  fomewhat  livid,  which  appear- 
ance not  being  confidered  as  morbid,  has 
already  been  tal<.en  notice  of. 

Scarcely  any  marks  of  inflammation 
appeared  on  the  inteflines  or  mefentery ; 
die  /zWr  was  apparently  found,  and  the 
gall-bladder  fuU  of  yellow  bile,  wliicli  had 
pervaded  its  coats,  and  dyed  the  conti- 
guous parts  of  a  laffron-hue ;  but  tliis 
I  did  riot  look  upon  as  a  morbid  ap- 
pearance. 

The  ftomach  contained  about  a  pint  of 
blackifi  fluid,  like  that  voided  by   ftool, 
and  which  had  the  appearance  of  putrid 
bile. 

On 
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On  raiilng  the  fternum,  two  ounces  or 
more  of  matter  was  lodged  upon  the  medi* 
' -afl-inum  ;  and  the  thorax  contained  a  iiiiall 
quantity  of  the  fame  kind  of  whey-co- 
iourcd  fluid  as  that  found  in  the  abdo- 
men: The  lungs  were  apparently  found, 
only  the  left  lobe  aclliered  flightly  to  the 
pleiu'a,  at  its  poilerior  pait. 

REMAP.  KS.    , 

The  extravaiation  of  purulent  fluid  in 
the  abdomen,  by  liindering  the  free  play 
of  the  diapln'agm,  \vill  in  a  great  meafm  e 
account  for  the  difKculty  of  breathing; 
particuLarly  as  the  lungs  were  dill  fuithcr 
oppreiled  by  the  fame  kind  of  fluid  in  the 
cavity  of  the  thorax. 

As  the  blacldili  fluid  found  in  the  (lo- 
mach  reiembled  putrid  bile ;  I  mixed  a 
fmall  quantity  of  it  with  vinegar,  but 
could  not  perceive  any  eifervefcence,  nei- 
ther did  the  vinegar  change  it  green ;  but 
tliis  perhaps  might  be  owing  to  the  natu- 
D  d  ral 
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ral  properties  of  the  bile  being  altered  by 
putrefaction. 

HippocrateSj  in  his  Aphoriihis,  takes 
notice,  that  hlack  excrements,  relenibling 
black  blood,  are  to  be  looked  upon  as  a 
bad  omen ;  and  that  black  bile,  rejected 
either  upwards  or  downwards  at  the  be- 
ginning of  a  difeafe,  is  a  mortal  fign ; 
wliich  obfervation  is  verified  by  repeated 
experience  in  the  advanced  ftate  of  dif- 
eaies,  as  well  as  at  their  beginning  *. 

The  colour  of  the  excrements  paffing 
through  the  alimentary  tube,  principally 
depends  upon  the  quantity  and  quality  of 
the  bilei  thus,  where  there  is  a  defect  of 
it,  the  (tools  ai'e  pale  and  the  body  coftive ; 
and  on  the  contrary,  when  it  abotmds, 
they  are  yellow  or  greenifh,  and  generally 
very  frequent. 

Black,  fcetid  ftools,  ftich  as  were  ob- 
lerved  towards  the  end  of  the  Child-bed 
Fever,  almoft  certainly  denote  an  internal 

mortijicatiom 

*  Hi^^ocrat.  Aphorifm.  Se^.  quart.  Aphor.  21  et  22- 
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mortification,  and  therefore,  it  is  no  won- 
der they  were  fo  often  followed  by  a 
fatal  conclufion ;  but  fiich  a  mortification 
cannot  affedl  the  colour  of  the  excrements, 
except  by  means  of  the  bile,  which,  after 
an  abfbrption  of  the  corrupted  fluids  into 
the  blood,  will  at  lafc  become  putrid, 
black,  and  acrimonious. 

There  was  ibmethmg  very  fingular  in 
this  woman's  child,  wliich  was  mo?tfirous : 
It  had  no  thumbs ;  the  parietal  bones  were 
wanting,  and  not  above  two  ounces  of 
brain  was  found  in  the  cavity  of  the  fluill  .* 
The  upper  part  of  the  fcalp  adhei'ed 
ftrongly  to  the  internal  flirface  of  the  pla- 
cmta,  fo  that  when  the  cliild  was  extracted, 
this  part  was  pulled  along  with  it,  though 
luckily,  it  was  not  attended  with  any  de- 
gree of  flooding. 

Elizabeth  Pool,  young,  and  of  a  healthy 

conflitution,   was   delivered  the   15th   of 

Majy    and  foon   after   affefted   with  the 

D  d  z  fymp- 
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fymptoms  of  this  fever,  but  in  a  degree 
leis  acute  than  uflial:  Her  cafe  was  much 
like  that  of  Elizabeth  Watci^s;  for  though 
fhe  laboured  under  a  flow,  lingering  fever 
for  a  long  time,  her  appetite  rernained. 

She  was  deprived  of  the  ufe  of  her 
limbs  for  feveral  days,  yet  the  fevere 
ipains  of  wliich  flie  complained,  were 
not,  like  thofe  of  the  former,  followed 
by  abfeelles  in  the  mufeular  parts. 

On  the  1 6  th  of  JunCy  flie  was  iufliciently 
recovered  to  go  out  of  the  HofpitaL 

About  this  time,  as  near  as  I  can  recol- 
left,  I  was  called. to  a  gentlewoman  at 
Clnpham,  who  was  feizecl  with  this  fever; 
and  notwithftanding  flie  had  been  very 
properly  treated  by  her  apothecary,  and 
took  every  thing  that  could  be  devifed  for 
her  fafety,  flie  died  about  the  tenth  day 
after  the  attack. 


C  A  S  E 
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CASE      XII. 

Mrs.  P — ,  a  lady  in  Hoibotii,  aged  twen- 
ty-eight, and  of  a  delicate  habit  of  body, 
was  delivered  by  her  midwife  on  Saturday 
morning,  the  7th  o^Jiily,  1770. 

The  birth  was  not  attended  with  any 
-dangerous  or  uncommon  circiimftance ; 
file  was  eafy  after  delivery,  and  refted  well 
at  night. 

8th.  Towards  evening,  complained  of 
the  head-ach,  but  had  feveral  hours  fleep 
the  following  night. 

9th.  Waked  in  the  morning  with  an 
dctite  pain  in  her  right  iide,  her  head-acli 
was  worfe,  and  about  tliree  in  the  after- 
noon, file  had  a  violent  Jliivering  fa,  with 
coldnels  of  the  extremities,  and  great  in- 
ternal heat  acrofs  the  breafl  and  ilomach : 
I  found  her  pulfe  exceeding  quick,  her 
head-ach  violent,  lier  tongue  wliite  and 
dry,  and  the  pain  in  her  iide  extremely 
acute  and  deep  fcated  ;  (lie  breathed  labo- 

rioufly. 
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lioiiily,  and  had  no  perlpiration,  except 
oa  the  bread  and  face. 

I  direifbed  eight  ounces  of  blood  to  be 
taken  away,  and  one  of  the  antimoniai 
■po-wdcrs  to  be  given  foon  after,  which  was 
to  be  repeated  every  two  or  three  hours, 
if  the  firfl  had  no  fenilble  effedl.  An 
emollient  clyfler  was  adminiftered,  and 
bladders  of  warm  water  were  applied  to 
the  ibles  of  her  feet  and  fides  :  She  palled 
a  reftlefs  night,  without  any  abatement  of 
the  pain  or  diiliculty  of  breathingv 

Two  of  the  powders  were  taken,  the 
firll  of  which  created  a  naufea,  but  did 
not  prove  emetic,  nor  produce  any  conil-- 
derable  perlpiration. 

The  blood  was  not  fo  lizy  as  I  expelled. 

lotli.  The  pulfe  being  full,  hard,  and 
frequent,  her  fkin  diy,  and  relpiratioii 
cliiiicult  and  painful;  eight  ounces  more 
blood  were  drawn ;  the  powders  were 
repeated  every  four  or  five  hom^s,  and  a 
Utfi'^r  was  applied  to  the  aftefted  fide  in 

the 
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the  evening :  She  drank  plentifully  of  the 
common  emuliion  '^vith  nitre,  to  prevent 
the  ftrangury,  and  to  relieve  her  diffi- 
culty of  making  water,  v/hich  had  been 
troubleibme  to  her  from  the  beginning. 

iith.  Had  no  fleep  the  preceding 
night ;  and  as  both  the  pain  in  her  head 
and  difficulty  of  breathing  ftill  increafed, 
(he  was  again  blooded  in  the  night,  to  die 
quantity  of  fix  omices,  as  I  had  previously 
directed,    in   cafe  the  fymptoms  became 


urgent. 


She  was  much  relieved  foon  after  this 
laft  bleeding;  the  pain  abated,  and  Qrx& 
could  then  breathe  with  much  more  free- 
dom and  eafe ;  her  pulie  became  more 
(oft  and  lefs  frequent,  and  a  free  and 
equal  perlpiration  broke  out  all  over  b.er 
body. 

At  this  time  file  began  to  be  troubled 
with  a  cough,  and  was  much  oppr^fied 
widi  white  vifcid  plilegm,  %^liich  was 
expet%rated    with   great  difficulty:   She 

had 


2i6  PRACTICAL  OBSERVATIONS 

liad  two  ftools,  with  a  large  dlfcharge  of 
feces,  wliicli  came  away  v/itli  the  fecond 
clyflcr.. 

The  lad  drawn  blood  was  uncommonly 
fizy,  and  the  gelatinous  cniji  on  its  liirface 
eJitremely  thick  and  tenacious. 

She  had  milk  in  her  breads,  which  were 
drawn  t^vice  a-day,  and  the  hchial  difcharge 
was  natural. 

As  (lie  peripired  freely,  the  powders 
were  difcontinued,  and  xhcfaline  draughts^ 
'with  oxymcl  fcillit.  were  given  every  five 
or  fix  hours. 

The  bliiler  roie  well ;  die  emulilon  was 
continued,  and  the  emollient  clyfler  was 
ordered  to  be  repeated  as  before. 

About  nine  at  night  all  her  feveriili 
fymptoms  returned ;  her  pulfe  was  ex 
ceeding  quick,  her  ilvin  dry,  her  thirll 
intolera.ble,  and  the  pain  in  her  fide  and 
difficulty  of  breathing  were  fo  violent, 
that  her  apothecary  was  called  up  in  the 
night,   and  took  away  fix  ounces   more 

blood : 
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Mood:  One  of  the  anumonial  povjders  Avas 
alfo  given,  after  wliich,  flie  again  began 
to  peiipire,  with  an  abatement  of  all  the 
feverifli  fymptoms,  and  had  two  or  tliree 
houi's  refi'efliing  deep. 

i2th*  Something  better;  but  in  the 
evening  was  attacked  with  a  deep-feat- 
ed  violent  pain  in  the  other  fide,  between 
the  bread  and  axilla,  fb  as  almoft  to  pre- 
vent her  from  breatliing ;  her  cough  w^as 
alio  troublefbme,  and  ilie  expectorated  with 
much  difficulty ;  four  ounces  more  blood 
was"  drav/n,  and  the  foilo'wing  draught 
prefcribedi 

SaL  Volat,  ammo?K  or*  xv- 
Siicc»  Limon,  "^iii 
Aq*  dex,  ftmp.  '^i 
- — Spt.  aim.  Aceu  ^iii 
TinB,  Thebaic,  g^-  xii 
Syr.  e  Mecon.  3/ 
Mi  fee  <l:f  fat  hauftus  vefperi  exhihcndus, 

E  e  She 
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She  drank  plentifally  of  thin  diluting 
riqnar&  with  nitre  ;  the  clyfter  was  repeat- 
ed as  before^  and  by  intervals  Die  took  the 
following  mixiture  : 

Sperm,'  Cetifoht,  5// 
Lai^,  ammon.-  ^vii 
Elix*  Paregoric,'  yii.-  fiat  mijlura.f 
She  had  an  exceeding  bad  nighty  but 
numbered  a  little  between  whiles. 

13  th.  Apparently  better,  but  com- 
plained of  fevere  rheumatic  pains  about 
her  back  and  loins :  Her  cough  was  more 
and  more  troublefamcy  and  greatly  inter-* 
rupted  her  refty  but  was  relieved  by  the 
mixture  witli  gum  ammmiacum,  to  wliich  a 
imall  quantity  of  the  oxjmeh  Scillit.  was 
now  added. 

White  wine  whey  was  ordered  to  be  given 
her  in  the  night  to  fupport  her  ftrength, 
and  fhe  took  a  decod:.  of  bread  with  cur« 
rant  jelly  for  nourifbment. 

I4th^  Had 
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14th.  Had  two  or  tliree  hours  refrefhlng 
fleep  the  precedmg  night,  and  the  fever- 
ifli  fymptoms  were  fomewhat  abated ;  but 
as  there  was  not  yet  the  leaf!:  fediment  or 
reparation  in  the  urine,  wliich  was  high 
coloured,  I  flill  referred  the  ufe  of  the 
hark,  and  direcfled  the  anodyne  draught  at 
night  as  before,  which  always  eafed  her 
cough,  and  procured  her  fleep, 

15th.  Being  Sunday ,  about  two  in  the 
morning,  her  relations  thought  her  in  great 
danger,  and  particularly  requefled  me  to 
lee  her,  which  I  did  accordingly:  Her 
pulfe  was  quick  ^nd  tremulous,  her  ex=- 
tremities  cold,  and  her  face  and  breaft 
were  bedewed  with  a  clammy  fweat,  Slie 
breathed  laborioufly,  with  convulfive  jerks, 
and  at  the  lame  time  complained  of 
great  weight  and  oppreflion  aerofe  her 
breaft ;  though  perfectly  fenlible;^  (he  Iiad 
a  wild,  eager  countenance,  a  trernbling 
hand,  and  apparently  all  the  fymptoms  of 
iiiftant  death. 

E  e  2       '  J  gave 
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I  gave  her  four  fJ:>oonfols  of  a  ftrong* 
cordial  jiilep,  ordered  ilnapifliis  to  her  feet; 
her  extremities  were  rubbed  with  hot 
flannels;  and  cloths  dipped  in  brandy, 
were  applied  to  her  flomach. 

A  few  hours  after  I  was  gone,  fhs  re- 
vived, but  grew  reillels  and  almofl  frantic, 
iniifdng  upon  cold  water  to  drink,  which 
was  given  her :  The  next  day  I  was  ac- 
quainted flie  was  dill  alive  ;  when  I  vifited 
her  about  one  in  the  afternoon,  0ie  ^vas 
perfectly  fenfible,  but  £0  weak  and  languid 
that  (he, was  fcarcely  able  to  ipeak. 

I  dire<5led  a  cordial  julep  to  be  given 
when  faint,  and  the  following  draught 
with  the  bark,  to  be  taken  every  two  hoursp 
or  as  often  as  her  flomach  would  bear ; 
but  as  fhe  had  fever al  involuntary  ilools,  I 
ordered  live  grains  of  the  pbil,  ejiyrace  tp 
be  mftantly  given,  wliich  reftrained  the 
loofenels,  and  procured  her  fome  hours 
fleep  before  the  bark  could  be  prepared. 

I>  PecQcL 
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i^.  DscoB.  Peniv.  Con,  ^ifs 
Puh*  fiibtilifs.  ejusd.  X^p 
jiq.  Cimu  Spt.  ^iii 
Syr,  e  Mecon,  "^i 
flat  haujius  alternis  horis  cxhihendiis. 

By  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  ilie  had  ta- 
ken four  draughts,  and  had  veiy  little  re- 
turn of  the  fever  ;  but  as  her  jfkin  was  dry 
arid  her  thii'Il  inteiife,  I  allowed  her  to 
drink  plentifully  of  toaft  and  water,  which 
{lie  particularly  defired,  and  f^vallowecl 
with  great  eagernels  ;  after  which,  Hie 
gently  peripired  towards  the  morning,  and 
growing  cooler,  (he  began  the  draughts 
as  before.  The  urine  \^^as  amber-coloured, 
but  without  fediment  or  feparation. 

1 6th.  Better  in  all  reipccls,  but  veiy 
weak,  and  her  reft  much  difttirbed  in  the 
riight  by  the  cough :  Draughts  continued 
as  before,  and  by  intervals  wine  and  light 
nourifhment  were  given  often,  and  in  linall 
quantities. 

J7th.  Continued  free  from  fever,  and 

able 
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able  to  fit  up  ;  (lie  had  three  ftools,  was 
much  didurbed  by  her  cough,  and  com^ 
plained  of  a  fore  tlu'oat. 

Direcled  piL  e  flyrace  three  grains,  and 
the  draughts  only  to  be  given  tliree  times 
a-day. 

There  was  no  remarkably  change  till 
the  2 1  ft.  at  wliich  time  (he  was  almofl 
unable  to  fwallow,  her  throat  being  much 
worie,  and  the  tonfil  glands  flightly  ulcer 
rated;  her  cough  was  trpubiefome,  and  ie- 
ver^l  miliary  eruptions  appedxpd  in  her  body. 

The  following  draught  was  given  every 
four  or  five  hours^  and  her  throat  was  fu- 
migated with  the  fleams  of  hot  vinegar 
poured  on  lavender  flowers,  which  gave 
her  great  relief ; 

1>. 

DecoB,  Cort.  Peruv,  ^ifs 
ExtraB,  ejufd,  moIL  Bi 
Elix.  Vitriol,  dttlo\  ^■"'  xx. 
Aq,  Cin.  Spt,  "Z^iii 
ConfeS*  Alkerm,  5/.  mifcs  <^  fiat  haujlus. 

Her 
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Her  ftrength  was  flipported  by  nouriili- 
ment  of  eafy  digeflion  as  often  as  her  fro- 
mach  would  diipenfe  with  it,  and  a  little 
fpiced  claret  was  given  to  her  whenever 
fhe  plealed. 

23d.  I  deilred  flie  might  be  l-emoved 
into  the  country  (ClaphujnJ  for  the  benefic 
of  air;  and  in  a  few  days  (lie  was  fb 
much  better  in  all  refpe6ls,  as  to  leave  off 
her  medicines,  and  only  took  a  tin6lm*e 
of  the  harkf  and  cardamons  as  a  flomachic^ 
in  a  flrong  infliilon  of  tanfy, 

REMARKS. 

This  fever  was  complicated  with  the 
pleurijy  in  a  high  degree;  a  cafe,  of  all 
others  the  moft  dangerous  :  and  as  pleuritic 
lymptoms  do  (bmetimes  accompany  a  mor- 
bid affection  of  the  abdominal  vifccra  in  tliis 
diieale;  perhaps  it  might  reaibnably  be 
afked,  whether  the  diarrhoaa  and  inflamna- 
tion  of  the  ofnentuniy  which  fb  ufually  fuc- 
ceeded  the  rigor,  were  not  here  prevented 
by  ea?-ly  and  repeated  bkedijig? 

From 
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From  what  may  be  obferved  in  the  fore- 
going hiftory ;  it  does  not  appear  eligible 
to  wait  for  a  diftinct  intermiilion  of  this 
fever,  left  a  fevere  attack  of  the  febrile 
paroxylm  flionld  in  the  mean  tiine  cany 
off  the  patient :  I  tliink  a  remiffion  of  the 
fymptoms,  eQ^ecially  if  attended  with  any 
critical  evacuation,  is,  in  general,  iuffi- 
cient  to  juftify  the  liberal  and  immediate 
ufe  of  the  hark;  but  where  they  are  at 
firft  manifeftly  inflammatory,  if  bleeding 
and  evacuations  have  not  preceded;  I  have 
ieen  it  given  without  any  good  effeft. 

CASE      XIII. 

Sarah  Evans,  about  twenty-one  years  of 

age,    was   delivered    in  the  Hofpital   on 

Monday  the   19  th  of  November,   1770;.  file 

had  a  natural  labour,  and  v\^as  well  the . 

two  firfl  days  after  deliveiy ;  but   on  the 

third  day  was  feized  with  a  fever,  which 

the  matron  believed  was  owing  to  a  flirprize, 

as  the  febrile  i^aiiptoms  appeared  very 

ibon  after. 

As 
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As  this  patient  was  of  a  very  delicate  ir- 
ritable habit,  and  lax  fibres  ;  I  did  not  think 
it  proper  to  dire^  bleeding,  paiticularly 
as  her  ildn  was  moid:,  and  her  puKe  quick 
and  weak. 

She  took  a  mixture  with  fpt.  mlndeuri 
and  the  tinB,  thebaic ;  emollient  clyfters 
were  alfo  direfted  to  be  frequently  ad- 
minifterecL  After  the  fever  had  gradually 
increaied  for  a  few  days,  flie  complained 
of  a  diiJiculty  of  breathing,  and  pain 
in  the  fide  of  her  belly,  towards  the  navel. 
Warm  flannel?  were  applied  to  the  part 
alFe^led,  and  bladders  of  hot  water  to  her 
feet. 

She  drank  beef-water  and  weak  pimento 
tea  for  common  drink;  and  being  ex- 
tremely languid,  was  allowed  a  frnall  quan- 
tity of  white  wine  and  light  nourjfliment 
by  turns. 

On  the  29th  of  November  fhe  was  flill 

weaker  ;  the  heart  almofl  ceafing  to  do  its 

office,   and  the  circulation  being  at  the 

JF  f  lowefl 
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loweil  ebb.  The  next  morning  flie  calm- 
ly expired  without  any  figns  of  pain,  or 
the  lead  convulllve  ftruggle. 

DISSECTION. 

On  opening  the  body,  evident  marks 
of  inflammation  appeared,  particularly  in 
the  abdomen :  A  great  part  of  the  omentum 
was  deftroyed,  and  converted  into  mat- 
ter, and  what  remained  was  become  gan- 
grenous;  its  difeaied  membranous  expan- 
fions  here  and  there  overlpread  the  in- 
tefilnes,  and  flightly  adhered  to  their  liir- 
face,  wMch  was  alio  inflamed,  particularly' 
at  their  convolutions  ;  thofe  parts,,  from 
the  additional  effecl  of  preflure,  being  as  it 
were,  (uperficially  foldered  together :  That 
portion  of  the  omentum  which,  is  inferted 
round  the  great  curvature  of  the  flomachj 
was  alio  confiderably  inflamed. 

The  zitenis  had  a  natural  appearance, 
and  was  perfeftly  found,  as  well  as  aU  the 
parts  peculiar  to  iu 

The 
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The  liver  was  alio  unaffeifted,  except 
its  peritonaeal  coat,  which  being  diilblved 
by  the  inflammation,  lay  on  its  lurface  in 
a  tender,  gelatinous  ftate.  The  gall-bladder 
was  turgid  with  bile. 

The  mediaftimim  was  inflamed,  but  the 
lungs  were  perfe<flly  found,  and  free  from 
adhefion  to  the  pleura. 

The  whej-colouredj  putrid  fluid  contained 
in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  was  nearly 
the  fame  in  quantity  and  appearance  as 
that  in  the  former  cafes. 

Where  the  pulie  was  extremely  ibft 
and  weak,  and  the  circulation  languid ;  it 
is  difficult  to  account  for  lb  flidden  and 
high  a  degree  of  inflammation,  as  to  pro- 
duce a  colled:ion  of  matter ,  or  any  inflam- 
matory affe(fbion  of  the  abdominal  vifcera: 
but  fo  it  was ;  and  therefore,  in  all  liich 
cafes,  where  bleeding  feems  improper,  it 
will  be  requifite,  immediately  to  apply 
Jtuapifms^  or  a  blijler  to  the  umbilical  region. 
Ffi  CASE 
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CASE     XIV. 

Hannah  Jeffreys,  of  a  ftrong,  healthy 
conftitution ;  the  fourth  day  after  delivery, 
which  was  natural,  was  feized  with  a  pi^ 
vermg  fit ;  fucceeded  by  head-ach  and 
great  ficknefs  at  her  nomach,  with  fix 
bilious  flools  ;  flie  was  afieded  with  uni- 
verlal  languor  and  frequent  flghings,  with 
great  deje6lion  of  Ipirits;  was  very  refl- 
lefs  and  thirily,  and  had  a  fmart,  quick 
pulfe. 

A  clyfter  with  beef-water  was  given,  and 
flie  diluted  plentiflilly  with  wai'm  balm-tea, 
but  could  not  peripire. 

The  next  morning,  flie  had  two  pur*- 
gative  evacuations,  and  laboured  under 
much  anxiety  and  oppreffion  at  her  breafl: 
Broad,  piirfk-colonred  fpots  which  rofe  51 
little  iaboye  the  lurface  of  the  fkin,  Iboa 
after  appeared  all  over  her  body ;  they 
were  v^ry  thick  on  her  breall  and  face, 
but  were  not  attended  with  any  mitigation 
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of  the  lymptoms,  except  for  an  hour  or 
two  in  the  beo:uinino;. 

She  took  one  of  the  antimonial  po-wdersj 
which  was  repeated  every  three  or  four 
hours,  without  any  lenlible  evacuation 
whatever :  Being  no  better  in  the  evening, 
the  eruption  appearing  livid,  and  her  ex^ 
tremities  being  cold  ;  a  cordial  julep  was 
given  her  now  and  then ;  hlifiers  were 
applied  to  the  infide  of  her  arms,  and 
cataplafms  to  her  feet ;  the  emoUient  clyfler 
was  repeated,  and  ilie  was  allowed  white- 
wine  whey  for  common  drink. 

The  two  following  days  all  the  febrile 
fymptoms  increaled,  together  with  the 
difficulty  of  breathing  ;  although  the  blif- 
ters,  wliich  had  been  applied,  produced 
their  proper  efFe6l ;  and  thus  growing 
gradually  worfe  and  worfe,  fhe  died  at 
four  in  the  morning,  on  the  5  th  of  May, 
J 76 1,  being  the  ninth  day  from  that  of 
jxer  (Jejiveiy, 

REMARKS. 


^30   PRACTICAL  OBSERVATIONS 

REMARKS. 

The  caiiles  from  whence  thofe  petechits 
are  faid  to  happen,  are  fo  dLTerent,  as 
to  make  a  difference  in  their  treatment, 
Tery  eflentiar  to  the  patient's  fafety;  for 
inftance,  if  they  ariie  from  a  putrid  dif- 
iblution  of  the  blood,  they  will  require 
the  uie  of  the  harky  with  acids  ;  and  all 
flich  medicines  as  confirm  its  texture,  and 
refiil  the  putrefaftive  tendency  prevail- 
ing in  the  habit ;  but  if,  on  the  contra- 
ly,  they  are  produced  by  too  violent  a 
degree  of  the  circulating  power,  which  may 
occafion  a  rupture  of  the  finaU  arteries, 
and  an  extravafation  of  the  languineous 
globules,  then  the  former  remedies  are  to 
be  avoided  ;  and  luch  as  diminifh  the 
aclion  of  the  heart  and  arteries,  will  afford 
the  moll  relief;  viz.  bleedings  fedatives^  and 
a  cooling  regimen. 

The  firft  cafe  is  attended  with  exceeding 
danger,  and  very  often  proves  fatal :  Here,  . 
the  pulie  is  generally  quick  and  weak,  and 

the 
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the  lois  of  ftrength  great  and  Hidden  ;  on 
the  contrary,  in  the  lecond  cafe,  the  piilfe 
is  hard  and  full,  the  artery  vibrates  more 
ftrongly,  and  the  fpots  may  fbmetimes  be 
found,  by  the  touch,  to  rife  a  little  above 
the  fiirface  of  the  fldn,  which  is  ufually 
hot  and  florid  ;  but  it  muil  be  confelled, 
that  fbme  particular  fevers  ai^e  fo  indiP 
tincftly  marked  as  to  their  ipecies,  and  their 
fymptoms  fo  complicated  and  equivocal, 
that  it  is  not  a  little  difficult  to  knov^^  with 
certainty  from  what  caufe  they  arife. 

This  lad  cafe  was  the  onl}^  one  where  the 
omentum  was  neither  fappurated  or  become 
gangrenous ;  there  was  indeed,  feme  ligns 
of  flight  inflammation,  and  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  fluid  in  the  ahdonis?iy  which 
looked  like  the  ferum  of  blood  ;  but  it 
was  not  purulent,  as  in  the  former  cafes- 
Hence  it  is  probable,  that  a  gradual  accu- 
mulation of  fluid  in  the  abdomen  commences 
before  death,  as  the  lymphatics  lofe  their 
abforbent  pov/er,  from  a  mere  defed:ofthe 
vis  vit^.  Wc 
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We  have  been  told,  that  the  body  has 
fbmetimes  been  obferved  to  remain  warm 
for  ieveral  days  after  death,  and  that  the 
limbs,  inflead  of  becoming  ftiffand  rigid, 
continue  fbft  and  flexible  :  This  extraordi- 
nary cuxumftance  occurred  to  me  once  or 
twice  ;  and  occalioned  no  fhiall  anxiety  in 
tlie  friends  of  the  deceaied,  who  looked 
upon  it  as  a  fign  of  fome  latent  (parks  of 
life ;  and  therefore  would  not  permit  inter- 
ment of  the  body,  until  long  after  the  ulual 
time*  But  in  reality,  llich  appearances  are 
ftriftiy  morhidy  and  inftead  of  creating  hope^ 
ihould  totally  exclude  it ;  for  they  denote 
difeafes  higlily  putrid,  and  of  a  mortal  na- 
ture. Ail  animal  bodies  tend  to  a  ftate  of 
diflblution,  as  foon  as  the  progreffive  mo- 
tion of  their  fluids  ceafe  ;  and  this  preter- 
natural heat  of  the  body  feems  owing  to 
nothino-  more  than  an  unconxmon  decree 
of  that  putrefaBivc  fermentation  which  is, 
known  to  generate  heat. 

With 
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With  refpe£l  to  die  number  of  patients 
delivered,  and  likewile  of  thofe  who  died 

in  the  Wejlminflci:'  New  Lying-in  hofpital ;  the 

account,  as  appeal's  by  the  Hofpital  books, 

itands  thus  * :  From  the  20th  o^  April,  1767, 

to  the   30th  of  November^    1769  ;    out  of 

tivo  hundred  and  eighty-five  delivered,  three 

had  the  Child-bed  Fever  ;^  of  whom,  Eliz, 

Waters^  and  Eliz,   Becket  recovered;  and 

Sufannah  Vernon^  who  had  twins,  died  ;  alfb 

Ann  Moodj,  of  the  fmall-pox  the  day  after 

deliveiy. 

G  g  From 

*  This  Hofpital,  fupported  by  voluntary  fubfcription,  was 
opened  for  the  reception  of  patients,  fo  lately  as  the  middle 
of  the  year  1767,  and  therefore,  may  as  yet  be  confidered 
in  its  infant  flate.  The  expence  of  railing  the  building, 
which  is  a  hundred  feet  in  front,  was  at  fir  ft,  a  great  de- 
du(5tion  from  the  annual  income ;  confequently,  the  number 
of  patients  admitted,  was  proportionally  lefs  ;  but  as  this 
charity,  from  its  general  utility,  has  hitherto  met  with  great 
encouragement  from  the  public,  and  as.  the  hofpital,  in 
"which  are  tejt  wards,  is  large  enough  to  contain  feventy 
beds ;  the  governors  hope,  through  the  further  afiifiance 
of  the  public-fpirited  and  humane,  foon  to  complete  the 
whole,  and  to  extend  its  benefits  according  to  the  plan  ori- 
gmally  propofed. 

Near  A^<«f  /r««^?W  patients  have  already  been  delivered, 
and  an  additional  number,  by  order  of  the  governors,  will 
now  be  admitted  ;  in  confequence  of  feveral  new  fubfcri- 
feers.  benefaclions^  and  a  fecond  legacy,  iij  the  year  1 773, 
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From  the  foregoing  date,  to  the  15th  of 

May,  1770,  (being  the  epidctnical  fcafon) 
out  of  ilxty-three  delivered,  nineteen  had 
the  Child-bed  Fever,  befides  others  more 
fllghtly  affected  with  it  j  of  which  number, 
eleven  died  in  the  hoipital,  and  two  more 
out  of  the  houfe,  who  were  removed  at 
the  requeil  of  their  friends ;  namely,  Frafi- 
CSS  Williams  and  Mary  Gaittmon,  Elizabeth 
Kibblewhite,.  alfb  died  of  an  inflammation 
in  her  bowels,  during  the  above  period. 

From  the  15th  of  Maj,  1770,  to  the  29th 
of  September f  lyyz,  out  of  three  hundred  and 
five  delivered,  two  died,  \iz,  Sarah  Evans^ 
and  Hannah  Jeffreys, 

Tliis  fever  was  alfo  epide?nical  m  London 
in  the  year  176a,  of  whieh,  twenty-four 
died  in  the  Britijh  Lying-in  Hofpital,  from 
the  1 2th  of  June,  to  the  latter  end  of  De- 
cember ;  there  being  no  inftance  of  any  iiich 
mortality  in  fo  ihort  a  time,  till  the  year 
1770,  when  it  ^vas  again,  extremely  fatal. 

SECT- 


C  235  )  '    ■> 

SECTION      V, 

€f  the    Nature  and  Treatment    of  Uterine 
Hamorrhages,  before  and  after  Delivery, 

TERINE  Haemon'hages  and  Con- 
vuiflons,  being  two  of  the  moil  dan- 
gerous and  alarming  maladies  which  can 
happen  to  pregnant  women ;  I  am  inclined 
to  hope,  that  the  obfervations  contamed  in 
the  two  following  fecftions  will  become  uie- 
ful ;  eipecially,  as  they  are  drawn  from 
experience,  in  the  comie  of  ieverai  years 
practice.  Few  authors  have  treated  pro- 
fefledly  or  pra(fdcaily  on  thofe  iiibjefts;  for, 
it  has  been  too  much  the  cuftom  of  one,  to 
copy  and  adopt  the  methods  of  another  ; 
and  to  recommend  them  from  hear-iay,  or 
t)n  the  authoiity  of  his  prcdeceflbrs,  rathej. 
than  from  the  tefl  of  liis  own  experience  ; 
to  the  great  detriment  of  true  medical 
knowled":e. 


G  g  Z  A  uterine 
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A  uterine  ligemorrhage  or  flooding,  is  a 
preternatural  difcharge  of  blood  from  the 
cavity  of  the  womb,  arifing  from  a  iepara- 
tion  of  the  placenta  from  its  interior  iiirface, 
which  in  general,  may  be  looked  upon  as 
its  irnmediate  caufe  ;  but  the  remote  caufes 
may  be  various  ;  they  may  proceed  from 
external  violence,  as  blows,  falls,  or  the 
over-exertion  of  the  body  in  lifting  heavy 
weights.  Inflammatory  fevers,  the  vio- 
lent pailions  of  the  mind,  or  whatever  will 
preternatm^aily  increafe  the  momentum  of 
the  blood  on  the  utei'lne  veilels,  may  alfb 
be  productive  of  this  difcharge. 

Nothing  will  fo  much  contribute  to  the 
true  knowledge  of  uterine  haemorrha- 
ges, as  a  due  attention  to  the  peculiar 
flrudiure  of  the  placenta  and  gravid  uterus^ 
and  their  attachment  to  each  other  ;  tliis 
avill  not  only  more  clearly  point  out  the 
fburce  from  whence  the  blood  proceeds, 
but  alfo  the  degree  of  danger  to  the  mo- 
ther and  cliild. 

The 
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The  flaccnta  may  be  looked  upon  as  an 
apparatus  or  medium  of  intercourfe,  form- 
ed by  natui'e  for  carrying  on  die  circula- 
tion between  the  mother  and  child  :  It  is 
not  only  made  up  by  one  umbilical  vein 
and  two  arteries,  which  divide  and  flibdi- 
vide  till  they  become  infinitely  fmall ;  but 
alio  by  a  coniiderable  quantity  of  cellular 
fuhftancc  every  where  interpofed  among- the 
ramifications  of  tliofe  veilels :  this  cellu- 
lar part  is  abundantly  flipplied  with  vef- 
fels.  from  the  uterus,  but  they  are  to  be 
coniidered  as  a  fyftem  diilinft  from  that 
of  the  umbilical  veilels,  with  wliich  they 
have  no  communication ;  for,  the  iiibtilefl 
injections  have  never  been  found  to  pals 
into  the  one,  by  filling  the  otlier  ;  the  fii"ft 
can  only  be  injecled  from  the  uterus,  the 
laft  from  the  body  of  the  fc^tus. 

Hence  it  appears,  that  there  is  a  tivo-fold 
circulation  going  on  in  the  placentary  mafs, 
and  that  although  there  is  a  continuation 
of  veilels;  and  a  circulation  of  red  blood  he- 

tiucen 


tzS  NATURE  ^;^i  TREATMENT  of 

t'lvcen  the  uterus  and  placenta^  ihere  is  none 
between  the  mother  and  child,  by  meaus 
of  the  umbilical  veilels. 
-  Indeed  it  has  been  matter  of  difputc, 
whether  the  ultimate  branches  of  the  pla- 
centary  vein  anaftomoie  with  thofe  of  the 
uterus,  ^^i  as  to  tranfmit  red  blood  from 
the  mother  to  the  child ;  or  whether  they 
firike  root  in  the  uterus,  and  from  thence 
only  abibrb  a  milky  fluid  for  the  nourifli- 
ment  of  the  fcetus,  which  is  afterwards  con^ 
verted  into  blood  by  the  circulating  pow- 
er of  its  heart  and  arteries  ;  in  the  lame 
manner  as  blood  is  generated  by  the  chick 
in  ovo. 

jirantius,  a  learned  profeilbr  in  the  uni~ 
verflty  of  Bologna,  I  think,  vras  the  iirfl 
who  denied  a  circulation  of  red  blood  be- 
tween the  mother  and  cliild,  by  a  conti^ 
nuatlon  of  veffels  palling  from  the  one  to 
the  other  ;  and  the  rather,  as  he  obierves 
that  there  is  no  kind  of  proportion  be- 
tween  the   innumerable  branches  of  the 

pla- 
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placentary  veflels,  compared  to  tliofe  of 
.the  uterus,  to  render  their  aiiajlomop.s^  in 
the  leafl  probable  :  '*  Illud  tundtm  banc 
.  *'  vaforum  zinionem  minime  conccdi  pojfe  attef- 
*'  tatur^  quod  mdla  fit  vaforum  uteri  am  innur 
*'*  mens  umhilicalium  radicihis,  ?^  capillamerir 
"  tis  proportion  eoqiie  maps  qiiod  uteri  vafaper 
**  matricis  proprlam  fuhftantiam  potius  fangzd- 
**  ne?M  effundant^  qiiam  ad  inter  nam  fuper fid  cm 
*'''  fuis  ofcttlis  pertingant  **" 

The  late  celebrated  Dr.  Monro^  was  of 
the  fame  opinion :  He  imagined,  that  the 
extreme  branches  of  die  umbilical  vein, 
took  up  the  lymphatic  part  of  the  blood 
fi'om  the  uterine  ilnus's,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner that  the  ladeals  abibrb  chyle  from  the 
cavity  of  the  inteflines  t". 

Perhaps  it  may  be  urged,  that  although 
the  umbilical  vein  only  receives  a  nutriti- 
ous  fluid  from  the  uterus,  yet  the  arteries 
mufl  retm^n  their  red  blood  to  it,  other- 
wife  it  would  become  redundant ;  but  lee- 

'  •  Arant.  de  Human.  Foet.  p.  24. 
\  Edin.  Med.  EjTays,  Vol,  II.  p.  135- 
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ing  that  there  is  a  free  anaftomofis  betweeit 
thele  veilels,  m  the  flibflance  of  the  pla- 
centa ;  the  greateil  part  of  that  arterial 
blood  fLippofed  to  be  carried  back  to  the 
uterus,  is,  in  fac^,  taken  up  by  the  um- 
bilical veins  and  returned  to  the  chUd  ^^ 
Indeed,  the  moll  accurate  anatomifls  now 
feem  to  agree,  that  the  ultimate  branches 
both  of  the  umbilical  arteries  and  veins, 
reach  the  convex  furface  of  the  placenta, 
and  proceed  no  further. 

If  we  may  compare  vegetables  with, 
animals;  it  feems  moil  likely,  that  the 
cliild  in  utero  is  at  firft  nouriflied  by 
the  lame  abibrbent  povs^er  as  roots  in  the 
earth ;  or  like  -parafite  -plants,  which  draw 
their  nouriiliment  from  the  body  into, 
wliich  they  are  inlerted  t*  Perhaps  it 
may  alio  be  a  probable  conjecture,  that 

the 

*  According  to  Rohault,  only  a  leventh  part  of  the  ar- 
terial blood  is  returned  by  the  umbilical  arteries  to  the 
convex  furface  of  the  placenta. 

-j-  Vide  Purfonh  Analogy  between  the  Propagation  of 
finhmls  and  vecefai'/es. 
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the  uterine  veilels  which  enter  the  cellular 
Hibflance  of  the  placenta,  may  there  de- 
poiit  a  nutritious  lymph,  which  is  after- 
wards ablbrbed  by  the  extreme  branches 
of  the  umbDical  vein,  for  the  fervice  of 
the  foetus. 

From  this  reafoning,  drawn  from  the 
ftru^ku^e  of  the  parts;  a  circumilance, 
which  has  often  appeared  unaccountable, 
becaufe  it  was  imperfe(^ly  underftood, 
will  become  more  obvious  and  plain,  viz. 
Why  the  child  may  furvive  in  utero  for  a 
coniiderable  time,  and  without  being  de- 
prived of  blood,  although  tlic  mother  is 
aimofl  exhaufted  and  brought  to  the 
point  of  death  by  an  exctfiive  lofs  of  that 
fitiid  ;  for  the  blood,  in  flooding  cafes,  is 
<iifcharged  immediately  from  thofe  very 
vejfeh  which  fpring  from  the  uterus,  and 
enter  into  the  cellular  lubflance  of  the 
placenta;  and  not  from  the  extreme 
branches  of  the  funis  umhilicalis  on  its  con- 
vex liirface ;  the  firft  being  parts  peculiar 
Ji  h  to 
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to  the  uterus,    the  lafl,    proper  to.  the 
cliild. 

The  falfi  chorion  invefling  die  exterior 
iurface  of  the  placenta,  is  alfo  numeroufly 
ilippiied  with  xho^Q  uterine  vejfcls ;  and  it 
may  be  kid  down  as  a  practical  rule  with- 
out exception,  that  whenever  a  large  quan- 
tity of  this  tender  vafcular  membrane  comes 
away,  attended  with  pain  aj^  a  fanguine- 
^.us  diicharge  ;  it  infallibly  denotes  a  fepa- 
ration  of  the  placenta  from  the  uterus,  and 
the  patient  will  therefore  neceUarily  mif- 
tarrjy  notwitbdanding  every  attempt  to 
prevent  it;  this  reddifli  flaky  iubftance^ 
being  as  it  were,  the  very  cement  and 
bond  of  union  between  thofe  two  parts. 

Harvey  aflerts,  that  when  the  modier 
was  even  extinfl  and  almoft  ftiff  with 
cold,  he  had  often  found  thr  umbilical 
arteries  beatings  and  the  fetus  vigorous- 
and  flrong:  He  alb  denies  the  anafto- 
mofis  pf  vefiels  between  the  placenta  and; 
mterus*. 


<« 
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Imo  vera  in  ejuftnodi  Ccefofiihus,  mem- 
**  hrana  chorio  etiamnum  ohvoluHs,  fipe  re-^ 
**  psri  (matre  jam  extinBa  e^  plane  rigidaj 
**  arterias  wnhilicdes  micantes-^  fcstiimque  ve^ 
*'  cretum,  Qimre  baud  verum  eft  ftiritus  a 
*'  matre  per  arterias  ad  fztum  pertingere : 
"  Nee  magis  verttm  vafa  fanus  umhilicalia 
*'  cmn  Uteri  vafts  per  Anajlgmofm  con- 
"  jimgi  *."      ^ 

A  7iew-horn  child  will  live  many  hours 
after  the  birth  without  noiirifhrnent  ; 
for  it  then  exifls  bj  a  circulation  of  its 
own,  and  being  replete  with  blood  and 
juices,  ilands  in  no  immediate  need  of  an 
additional  lupply ;  in  like  manner,  it  will 
continue  alive  for  a  given  time  in  utero, 
when  cut  off  from  all  communication  with 
the  mother ;  that  is,  after  a  leparation  of 
the  placenta ;  but  although  it  there  re- 
ceives no  red  blood,  it  muft  neceflarily 
Janguiili  and  die  at  iail  fr<Sm  the  want  of 
H  hi      ^  tyinph, 

♦  Harv.  Op.  a  CoIIeg,  Medic,  Lond'm.  edit.  p.  590. 
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lymph,  or  that  nutritious  fbmetliing  wliich 
is  efiential  to  life  ;  like  a  tender  plant, 
wliich  cannot  long  iubfift  without  the  uie 
of  water,  or  refreiliing  fliowers  *. 

Such  fluxes  of  blood  as  happen  after 
delivery  inay  be  brought  on  by  the  violent 
extrac^lion  of  the  placenta ;  by  the  diften^ 
tion  of  the  uterus  in  twin-cafes,  from 
a  iecond  child  ;  or  by  a  defeft  of  its  con-* 
tra(ftive  power,  from  a  general  weaknefs 
of  the  fblid  fyflem. 

Uterine  haemorrhages  are  more  or  leis 
dangerous,  in  proportion  as  the  patient  is 
advanced  in  the  time  of  her  pregijancy. 
In  the  firfl  two  or  thi'ee  months^-  the  em- 
bryo enjoys  little  more  than  vegetable  life ; 
the  v^fleis  connecling  it  to  the  utems  being 
vei-y  fmallj  confequently,  tjie  blood  is 
then  difcharged  by  fiieh  flow  and  infeni 
fible  degrees,  that  there  is  generally  time 
to  fupply  the  lols^  by  replenifliing  then:^ 
with  nomifhing  fluids^  fo.  as  to  keep  up 
the  circulation*  When 

*  Vide,  Greg.  Nymman?  <|e  Vx5a  Foetus  in  Utero. 
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When  this  is  the  cafe,  the  patient  will 
often  iiiftain  the  lols  of  a  large  quantity  of 
blood,  without  much  diminution  of 
flrength ;  but  on  the  contrary,  when  the 
discharge  is  great  and  fiidden,  the  event  is 
frequently  fatal ;  and  the  rather  if  it  hap- 
pens in  the  laft  months  of  pregnancy,  when 
the  uterine  veflels  are  become  large  and 
replete  with  blood. 

The  vail  profuilon  of  this  fluid  gives 
fo  Hidden  a  check  to  the  circulation,  that 
there  is  not  a  fufHcient  quantity  returned 
to  the  heart  to  keep  it  in  due  motion  ;  {b 
that  its  acT:ion  either  languillies  for  a  times 
and  the  patient  faints;  or  wholly  ceafes, 
^nd  file  expires  in  a  fyncope*. 

Floodings  from  violent  bruifes  or  falls, 
^re  generally  of  the  worft  coniequence  ; 
for  the  patient  is  then  not  only  in  danger 

fimply 


« 


According  to  nailer's  doctrine,  the  motion  of  the 
heart  principally  depends  on  the  irritability  of  the  riglit 
auricle,  which  is  ftinmlated .  into  motion,  by  th?  influx  of 
blood  from  the  vena  «ava. 
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limply  from  the  lofs  of  blood,  but  alio 
from  the  nature  of  the  injury  itfelf.  They 
are  alfo  extremely  fallacious  and  fatal  \x% 
the  lafl:  months  of  pregnancy,  as  they  will 
frequently  ceafe  for  a  time,  and  remove 
the  appearance  of  danger  ;  but  as  often 
fuddenly  return,  and  Ibmetimes  carry  her 
oiF  before  there  is  time  to  effe^  tJie  deli- 
very, which  is  the  only  expedient,  in  iiich 
cafes,  that  can  poffibly  fave  her  life. 

When  the  uterus  is  emptied  of  its  con- 
tents, it  contrails,  and  gradually  becomes 
lefs  in  bulk,  elpecially  if  the  vital  powers 
of  the  body  are  not  much  impaired  by 
the  preceding  difcharge  ;  consequently  the 
current  of  blood  in  the  branches  of  the 
hvpogajlric  ^nd  fpermatk  arteries  will  begin 
to  meet  with  reiiitance,  and  its  momentum 
on  the  bleeding  orifices  of  thefe  vellels 
being  eonfiderably  diminifhed,  the  flood- 
ing will  then  either  abate  or  totally  ceafe  ; 
fo  that  a  clextrpus  operator  will  fometimes 
be  able  to  do  more-fdr  the  fafety  of  the 

patient 
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Indent  by  manual  operation,  than  could 
poffibly  be  efFefed  by  the  moil  ikHful  ap-- 
plication  of  medicines. 

When  any  part  of  the  placenta  has 
been  feparated  from  the  uterus,  it  will 
tiever  afterwards  adhere ;  as  appears  after 
delivery ;  for  that  precife  quantity  of  it 
which  was  diiimited,  is  plainly  pointed 
out,  by  being  covered  with  black,  coagu- 
lated blood.  Hence  the  reaibn  is  obvious^ 
why  thole  hsemorrhages  which  go  off  for 
Si  time,  are  ib  extremely  dangerous  by 
their  Hidden  return ;  for  they  do  not 
ceafe  becauie  there  is  a  re-union  of  the 
divided  vellels,  but  becauie  the  circulation 
languifhes,  firom  the  profuie  lols  of  bloody 
£0  that  the  patient  faints  j  during  wliich 
interval,  its  impulfe  is  dimiruQied,  and 
the  vellels  being  freed  from  their  diilend- 
ing  power,  will  not  only  gi^adually  con- 
trail from  the  natural  coheflon  of  their 
parts  J    but  the  blood  being  ahnoll  in  a 

ftate 
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flate  of  reft,  will  coagulate,  and  as  it 
were,  ieal  up  their  orifices. 

Here  it  is  neceflary  to  remark  that 
pernicious  and  deftrudlive  method  of 
giving  heating  cordials  or  Cpiriuious  liquors, 
with  a  view  to  revive  the  patient;  to 
which,  many  have  unhappily  fallen  vidlimsj 
yet  it  is  ftiU  fb  prevalent,  eipecially  among 
the  low6r  clafs  of  people,  that  it  never  can 
be  fiifliciently  difcountenanced,  or  its  dan- 
ger too  fully  pointed  out.  Many  women, 
during  their  fainting  fits,  are  plentifully 
lupplied  with  warm  fpiced  wine  or  caudle, 
with  the  addition  of  brandy;  which  will 
increafe  the  motion  of  the  blood,  and 
again  force  open  the  bleeding  vellels ;  and 
thus  they  will  alternately  continue  to  flood 
and  faint  till  the  hour  of  death:  The  de- 
iign  of  inch  proceedings  may  be  good, 
but  the  conlequence  will  be  fatal. 

Although  nothing  is  more  difficult  than 
to  root  out  prejudice  from  ignorant 
minds;  yet,  he  who  will  conform  to  vul-* 


gai: 


gar  errors  at  the  expence  of  his  patient's 
fafety,  and  is  afraid  to  oppoie  them  lefl 
liis  own  intereft  ihould  flifFer,  a(fi:s  below 
the  digaity  of  his  profeillon,  and  the  prin* 
ciples  of  an  honefl  man* 

If  the  nioft  unintelligent  of  manldnd 
was  alked,  whether  a  perfbn  over-heated 
with  jftrong  liquor,  or  one  half-chilled  to 
death  with  cold,  would  bleed  moil  pro* 
fufely  on  receiving  a  wound  in  any  part 
of  his  body?  furely,  he  would  reply,  the 
(  former :  The  cafe  is  ilmilar  in  relpeft  to 
-Uterine  B^morrbages;  yet,  iuch  is  the  pre- 
valence of  cuilom,  that  the  method  of 
giving  cordials,  as  they  are  called,  is  ftill 
obftinately  followed,  contrary  to  all  ex- 
perience, as  well  as  reaibn  and  common 
ienfe. 

Thofe  who  confider  the  origin  and 
diitribution  of  the  hypogajlric  and  fpermatk 
arteries^  wliich  branch  oiF  from  large 
trunks,  and  numeroufly  fupply  the  ute- 
rus; muft  needs  perceive  with  what  ra- 

I X  .        pidity 
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pidity  the  blood  pafles  through  thois 
velldls;  pai'ticularly  the  firft,  wliich  ar6 
very  large  in.  the  gravid  (late  ;■  and  conle^ 
quently/  how  foon  the  patient  may  be 
exliauiled  in  profufe  floodings,  eipecially 
in  plethoric  habits,  or  where  the  adlion 
of  the  heart  and  arteries  is  increafed  by 
spirituous  Mquars^  or  a  heating  regimen*. 

Under  fuch  circumftanceSj.  die  beft  cor- 
dials are  thofe  fluids  wliich  repleiiiili  the 
empty  veilels,  without  heating  the  body  5 
and  therefore,  broths  prepared  from  ani- 
mal iiibftances,  jellies,  and  the  like,  are^ 
of  all  others,  tlie  fitteft  to  afford  expe- 
ditious  noiiriOiment ;  as  they  will  foon  be 
affiixfeilated,  and  converted  into  bloody 
witliout  muck  affiflance  from  the  ilomach 
or  vital  powers,  wliich  at  tliis  time  are 
much  impaii'ed* 

To  fubjoin  particular  liiftories  of  floods 
ing  cafes,  would  prove  of  little  ufe  to  ^ 
pradlical  reader  ;  iince  profufe  difchargea 

€>f 

*  Vi^  H^nv/QTi^A  Accurate  Sxperiiiients  on  the  Bloods- 
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<if  blood  happening  in  the  laft  months  of 
pregnancy,  are  generally  (iich,  as  no  me- 
dicines have  power  to  remove  ;  for  as  long 
as  the  uteiTis  remains  in  a  ftate  of  diflen- 
lion,  fo  long  v/ill  its  veflels  continue  to 
pour  out  blood,  ei|:jeclaIJy  where  a  large 
quantity  of  the  placenta  is  iei>arated  from 
it :  and  therefore,  it  would  be  very  unfafe 
to  expe£l  from  medicines,  what  can  only 
be  brought  about  by  a  fpeedy  delivery ; 
which  produces  a  mechanical  change  m.  the 
flru(^ure  of  that  organ  by  removing  its 
contents. 

But  although  this  is  the  principal  ex- 
pedient, and  the  moil  effe(^ual  remedy 
in  fuch  cafes ;  yet,  unfortunately,  it  does 
not  always  iecure  the  patient  from  fu»  ' 
ture  danger ;  for  the  force  and  energy 
with  which  the  uterus  contracts,  being  in 
proportion  to  the  bodily  ftrength,  ra- 
ther than  the  length  of  time  the  patient 
has  been  delivered  ;  whenever  that  is 
greatly  diminiilied,  the  flux  of  blood  may 
I  i  z  ftilJ 
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dill  continue.  This  is  the  reafon  why  a 
flooding  before  delivery  fometimes  occa- 
fions  the  like  difcharge  afterwards.  In 
the  feveral  bodies  which  were  opened, 
when  the  Cbild-hcd  Fever  proved  mortal  5 
I  had  a  good  opportunity  of  afcertaining; 
this  fadl,  and  conftantly  found  that  where 
the  patient  was  ftrong,  and  not  invaded 
with  the  fever  till  later  than  ufual ;  there 
the  uterus  was  greatly  diminiflied  in  bulk ; 
but  on  the  contrary,  v/here  file  was  natu- 
rally w^eak,  or  rendered  fo  by  a  fudden 
attack  of  the  difeale  ;  it  then  became  inert, 
^nd  was  found  lels  iii'm  and  contradled, 

Pii-zos  particularly  takes  notice,  that 
when  the  uterus  contrafts  imperfeflly  af^ 
ter  delivery,  the  coiifequence  is  dai^gerous ; 
and  alfo  remarks^,  that  after  the  pati- 
ent is  delivered  by  turning  the  child ;  ftie 
often  dies  in  coniequence  of  the  violence 
applied,  or  by  a  contiiiuance  of  the  dis- 
charge :  he  allerts,  that  fioodings  are  moil 
profiiie  when  the  labour-pams  are  weak- 

eijj 
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eft ;  and  therefore  concludes,  it  would  be 
right  in  fiiGh  caies,  to  procure  pain  artifi- 
cially, by  dilating  the  os  uteri ;  which  puts 
the  uterus  into  a  ftate  of  contra£lion,  by 
which  the  child  is  at  laft  expelled.  This 
he  calls  the  happy  medium  between  a 
natural  dehvery,  and  that  which  is  forced, 
by  violently  turning  the  child ;  and  alEires 
us,  that  by  this  method  he  had  been  ex? 
treraely  iiiccefsfiilt 

I  remember  an  inilance  of  the  good  ef^ 
fed:  of  tliis  method,  in  a  gentlewoman 
to  whom  I  was  called  in  Tork  BuildingSy 
about  three  years  ago  ;  From  Sunday  even- 
ing till  the  Tuefday  following  about  twelve 
o'clock,  at  wliich  time  I  was  defired  to  \'ilit 
her,  the  flooding  had  continued  profiile« 

She  was  attended  by  her  midwife,  and 
Jiad  drank  plentifully  of  port  wine,  in 
which  a  hot  ii'on  had  been  quenched  to 
render  it  the  more  aflringent,  as  I  flippcie  : 
her  alped:  v/as  pale  and  death-like,  and  {lie 
freguently  faulted  j  her  pulfe  was  almofl 

impercept- 
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imperceptible,  and  flic  feemed  iinldng  veiy 
faft. 

The  full  time  of  her  reckoning  was  ex-t 
pirecl ;  but  as  her  ftrength  was  much  ex-^ 
Iiauiled,    the  labour-pains   were    inconfl- 
derabie,  and  die  os  uteri  but  little  dilated. 
I  immediately  broke  the  membi-anes,  that 
the  reilftance  to  the  languid  contraction  of 
the  uterus  might  be  lefs,  and  ilipplied  her 
plentifully  with   veal  broth,  made  mode- 
rately ftrong,  but  without  any  (alt  or  ipices : 
Of  tMs  nouriiliing  fluid,  given  cold,  Oie 
{ivallowed  a  tea-cupfiil,  or  as  much  as  her 
ftomach  would  bear,  every  quarter  of  an 
hour,  having  taken  nothing  of  the  like  kind 
before.     The   cold,    freih   air,    was   alfo 
fl'eely  admitted  into  her  chamber,  wliich 
feemed  to  give  her  new  life ;  for  fiie  found 
her  ilrength  and   {pjrits,  as   well  as  her 
pains,  increafe  veiy  fafl  %  and  by  dilating 
the  OS  uteri,  they  at  laft  became  fb  ftrong 
as  to  eiTefl  the  birth  before  the  evening ; 
¥/ithoiit  the  danger  or  trouble  of  turning 

the 
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ihe  diild  3  which,  iiotwithflandiiig  the  vail 
difcharge  of  blood,  was  born  vigorous  and 
ftroug ;  agreeable  to  which,  I  have  parti- 
cularly remarked  eHewherec 

A  curious  example  of  the  efficacy  and 
reficient  quality  of  nouriihing  fluids  iii . 
foilaining  life  and  reftoring  the  flrength^ 
even  v/hen  the  allimilating  povv^ers  of  the 
body  were  not  ilifficient  to  convert  them 
into  blood,  is  mentioned  by  Lower  In  his 
book  De  Gorde,  viz  *.  Adolefcenti  fedecim 
amiQs  nato  mm  magna  fanguinls  copia  (qua  de 
miifa  non  refertj  perbiduum  continuo  enwipcret^ 
neqtis  medicmnsntis  aut  arte  ulla  cohiberi  pomit ; 
jiifadis  cum  rejicere  (6'  recreare  amid  (^'  ajian- 
Us  curarunt ;  cm?2que  ea  valde  avide  expeteret 
atqi'ie  njfumeret,  fltixiu  fithinde  concitatior  quo- 
^ue  faBiiS  eft,  i)'  tandem  res  eo  devemJ^  ut- 
majja  fangtdnis  fere  tot  a  emijfay  qukqtdd  jam 
effltieret,  dilutum  <i)'  pallidwfi,  fangimiis  iiequs- 
naturam  neqiie  fpeciem  pre  fe  ferret,  ipfijufado 
([iiod  totks  haiferat  quam  fanguiiii  fi7mlms  : 

Atqm 

f  De  Corde,  Cap,  ii,  p,  63. 
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Atqus  ecidem  forma  per  diem  unum  aut  alterwn 
duravit  hie  aqiteus  fliixitSy  conjlante  interiffi 
cordi  motu  Juo,  dmec  fluxu  dcmttm  confopito 
juvenis  paulatim  integrts  faluti  rejlimttis  eji,  6* 
exinde  in  virim  rohujlum  6^  qitddratum  accreviu 

In  ordex'  to  know  whether  topical  appli^ 
cations,  medicines,  or  manual  operation,  will 
molt  efFedually  relieve  the  patient  in  ute- 
rine haemorrhages ;  their  various  caufes 
are  to  be  attentively  confidered,  together 
with  the  feveral  cii'cnmftances  of  the  cafe ; 
alio  her  habit  of  body^  and  the  diiFerent 
flate  of  the  uterus  before  and  after  delivery* 

In  thofe  fluxes  of  blood  which  happen 
during  labour,  and  at  the  fiill  expiration 
of  pregnancy  ;  it  Will  be  proper  to  break 
the  membranes ;  for  the  uterus  will  con- 
trail after  the  dlicharge  of  the  waters,  and 
the  floodings  will  therefore  be  diminifliedi 
particularly,  as  the  bleeding  veflels  will 
then  be  brought  into  contact  with  the  bo- 
dy of  the  child,  as  it  were,  by  comprels 
and  bandage*     But  as  this  method  only 

procures 
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procures  relief  to  a  certain  degree,  if  the 
fymptoms  become  urgent,  and  the  labour 
does  not  quickly  advance,  the  patient 
ought  to  be  delivered  as  foon  as  poflible. 

When  the  child's  head  fliuts  up  the 
OS  uteri,  the  patient  may  continue  to 
lofe  blood  profufely  into  the  cavity  of 
the  womb,  although  none  externally  ap- 
pears ;  this  is  to  be  feared  when  her 
pulfe  finks,  attended  with  great  faint- 
nefs  and  fiidden  lois  of  ftrength,  without 
any  evident  caufe ;  and  will  befl  be  knov/n 
by  prefiing  up  the  head  in  the  abfence  of 
the  labour-pains,  fo  as  to  let  the  confined 
blood  efcape.  Such  cafes  are  extremely 
dangerous  and  fallacious,  where  the  ope- 
rator is  not  on  liis  guard. 

Sometimes  the  placenta  hzs  been  found 
prefenting  loofe  at  the  os  uteri,  and  at 
other  times  to  adhere  to  that  part ;  in 
both  cafes,  efpecially  the  firfl:,  a  flooding 
will  happen,  attended  with  great  danger ; 
and   therefore  will  require  fpeedy  delr- 

K  k  veryj, 


^258    :NfATURE^/zrf  TREATMENT  0/ 

very,  which  may  be  efFe£led  either  by  the 
forceps  or  turning  the  child,  as  appears 
mofl  eligible  from  different  circumftances ; 
for  as  the  whole  placentary  mafs  is  {epa- 
rated  from  the  womb,  theleaft  delay  would 
prove  fatal  to  the  patient. 

Thole  hemorrhages  which  happen  where 
the  child  has  long  been  dead  m  utero,  are 
alio  attended  with  imminent  danger ;  be- 
caufe  as  there  is  then  no  longer  any  circu- 
lation in  the  placenta^  it  will  at  length  fepa- 
rate  from  the  uterus,  and  the  patient  will 
be  almoft  in  the  fame  fituation  as  whore  it 
preiented  loofe,  although  it  does  not  carry 
with  it  an  appearance  fo  alarming. 

January  the  20th,  1765,  I  v/as  fent  for 
to  Mrs.  G — ,  a  gentlewoman  in  Piccadilly^ 
who  was  ieized  with  a  flux  of  blood  from 
the  uterus,  near  the  fiill  time  of  preg- 
nancy ;  as  it  was  not  profuie,  and  her 
ftrength  and  Ipirits  were  good,  1  waited 
for  fbme  hours  in  expe(ri:ation  of  ftronger 
pains,  but  as  the  difcharge  feemed  to  go 

off. 
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ofF,  and  (he  was  difpofed  to  fleep,  I  left 
her,  and  delired  to  be  called  if  it  returned 
with  violence,  or  when  the  pains  became 
flronger.  When  I  returned  the  next  day, 
they  were  inconfiderable,  and  the  os  uteri 
was  very  little  dilated ;  but  though  flie 
continued  to  lole  blood,  her  ftrength 
leemed  very  little  impaired :  In  tliis  htu- 
ation  file  remained  feveral  days,  during 
wliich,  (he  took  a  decoftion  of  bark^  with 
the  tinB,  rofar,  r.  and  a  few  drops  of  the 
0nB.  thebaic. 

At  laft  the  difcharge  became  intolerably 
putrid,  and  was  foon  after  followed  by  a 
large  fecretion  of  milk^  wliich  flowed 
from  her  breads  by  the  fllghteit  preiGlire : 
The  flooding  now  began  to  increale  very 
much ;  (he  grew  weak  and  faint,  and  cer- 
tainly would  foon  have  funk  under  the 
difcharge,  had  fhe  not  been  fpeedily  de- 
livered. 

The   cliild    had    probably   been  dead 

abSUt  three  days  before  the  fecretion  of 

K  k  2  milk, 
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milk,  which  began  as  foon  as  the  placenta 
was  feparated  from  the  womb ;  for  then 
the  haemorrhage  was  obferved  to  increale. 
The  fame  circumflance  may  happen  when 
the  foetus  in  utero  is  weak,  and  the  ab- 
ibrbing  power  of  the  placenta  from  thence 
in  part  deftroyed ;  agreeable  to  what  is 
laid  down  by  Hippocrates  in  his  Aphor. 
viz.  Mulieri  in  utero  gerenti,  ft  multum 
laBis  ex  mammis  fliixerit^  hifirmum  fostum 
fignificat  *. 

In  flrong  habits,  where  the  uterine 
fibres  are  tenle,  the  flooding  generally 
flops,  and  the  placenta  is  eafily  excluded 
foon  after  delivery,  being  before  leparated 
in  part  from  the  womb  ;  but  on  the  con- 
trary, when  the  patient  is  very  weak,  a  much 
longer  time  is  then  required  for  its  com- 
ing away :  and  if  it  fhould  be  unwarily 
extracted  before  the  uterus  has  had  llif- 
ficient  time  to  contrail,  or  where  it  after- 
wards  continues  loofe   and  inaftive  ;    a 

mortal 

*  Seft.  V.  Aphor.  $2* 
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mortal  hemorrhage  may  chance  to  enfiie. 
Indeed  it  fometimes  happens  that  the 
lofs  of  blood  is  profule,  even  after  delivery, 
where  the  placenta  remains  ;  under  which 
circumftance  it  may  be  proper  immedi- 
ately to  take  it  avt^ay :  Here  the  aclion  of 
the  uterus  is  fo  extremely  languid,  that  it 
has  not  power  either  to  expel  the  placenta, 
or  the  large  quantity  of  coagulated  blood 
iColledied  in  its  cavity  :  A  fatal  inftance  of 
tliis  kind  occurred  to  me  in  the  year  1770, 

in  the  cafe  of  Mrs.   W near  Weft- 

minfter-Bridge,  to  whom  I  v/as  called 
about  an  hour  and  a  half  after  {lie  had 
been  delivered  by  her  midwife. 

The  internal  ufe  of  medicmes,  as  far  as 
I  have  obferved,  ought  never  Iblely  to  be 
depended  upon  in  fiich  cafes ;  for  although 
they  may  afford  fbme  relief  in  a  certain 
time ;  the  patient  would  generally  bleed 
to  death  before  they  could  take  effe(fl:; 
and  therefore  immediate  recourie  muft  be 
had  to  topical   applications  ;  liich  as  oxy- 

crate 
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crate  or  Jloarp  vinegar t  in  which  thick  linen 
GomprefTes  have  even  dipped,  and  wMch 
are  to  be  applied  cold  to  the  belly  and 
loins,  and  renewed  as  foon  as  they  grow 
warm,  otherwile  they  will  relax  rather  than 
conftringe. 

Gentle  prefTure  on  the  belly,  by  means 
of  a  broad  circular  roller,  will  alfo  prove 
of  iervice,  by  reiifting  the  too  rapid  courle 
of  the  blood  tlirough  the  uterus,  and  alio 
by  affifling  its  languid  contraftion. 

The  patient  fhould  be  kept  very  cool, 
and  if  neceflary,  expoied  to  the  cold  air^ 
even  in  the  midft  of  winter,  by  opening 
the  doors  and  windows,  fb  as  to  let  it  be 
equally  difflifed  round  her  chamber  ;  her 
drinks  fhould  be  given  cold,  and  acidu- 
lated with  lemon-juice  or  mineral  acids ; 
and  if  ever  the  ule  of  ftyptics  can  prove 
of  fervice,  perhaps  it  may  be  here  ;  where 
the  uterus,  although  empty,  has  not  the 
power  of  being  r^Hored  to  its  former  {late, 
I  have  found  a  (Irong  decoction  of  the  bark 

and 
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and  elixir  of  vitriol^  together  with  a  imall 
quantity  of  the  tin^lure  of  cinnamon  to 
make  it  grateful,  more  efficacious  than 
any  tiling  I  have  ^cen  tried. 

The  form  may  be  varied  at  difcretion, 
and  if  neceflary,  the  extra(fl:  may  be  add^ 
ed,  viz. 

DecoB.  Peniv.  Con,  ^i 

ExtraB.  ejufd.  moll.  Bi 

TinB>  Rofar,  nib*  %fs 

Cinn,  "^iij 

ConfeB,  Alkerm,  5J  fiat  haifltis  pro  re  nata 

exhihendus. 
When  the  diicharge  is  attended  with 
much  pain  or  irritation  of  the  uterus ; 
^YC  or  more  drops  of  the  thebaic  tinBure 
may  be  joined  with  each  draught ;  or, 
what  will  produce  its  effec^l:  with  more 
certainty,  a  liberal  dofe  of  the  pil.  e  fiy 
race,  or  the  cxtraB.  thebaic.  The  firfl  may 
be  given  from  two  to  fix  grains,  and  the 
iafl  from  half  a  grain  to  a  grain  and  a 

half. 
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half,  which  may  be  repeated  if  occalion 
requires ;  eiJDCcially,  where  the  habit  is 
not  plethoric,  and  when  the  fymptoms 
are  extremely  urgent. 

If  all  thofe  methods  fail,  and  the  pa- 
tient is  in  immediate  danger ;  the  aqua 
aluminofa  bateana,  or  a  weak  fblution  of 
colcothar  of  vitriol,  injefted  into  the  ca- 
vity of  the  uterus  as  a  ftyptic,  will  pro- 
bably reftrain  the  dilcharge ;  by  coming 
into  immediate  contadl  with  the  orifices 
of  the  bleeding  veilels ;  but  thofe  remedies 
are  only  applicable  after  deliver)^,  when 
it  is  empty  and  uncontrafted. 

Hoffman  tells  us,  he  flicceeded  in  flop- 
ping a  profufe  uterine  hemorrhages  wliich 
had  withftood  every  other  method,  by 
palling  up  pledgets  of  lint,  dipped  in 
a  Iblution  of  colcothar  of  vitriol,  as  high 
into  the  vagina  as  poffible;  and  as  the 
patient  afterwards  conceived,  and  had  a 
happy  delivery,  he  obferves,  that  the 
flmdions  of  the  uterus  were  not  in  the 

leaft 
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lead  injured  by  the  flyptic  power  of  this 
appEcatidni 

Levret  liit  upon  a  very  odd,  but  inge- 
nious expedient  in  flopping  a  violent 
flooding  after  delivery,  wliich  othenvife 
would  Iboii  have  proved  fatal :  He  intro- 
duced a  piece  of  ice  into  the  uterus, 
which  bemg  (Iruck  ^vith  a  ilidden  cliill^ 
immediately  contra(^l:ed,  and  put  a  f!:op  to 
the  haemorrhage. 

The  mod  extraordinary  inftance  of  a 
iiux  of  blood  from  the  womb,  which  I 
have  ever  heard  of,  fell  under  the  obfer- 
vation  of  the  late  Dr.  Cole,  who,  fome 
years  ago,  pradiled  midwifery  in  London 
with  great  reputation:  On  opening  the 
body,  the  whole  furface  of  the  -placenta 
was  found  adhering  to  the  uterus  ;  but  a 
great  part  of  xhtfalfe  chorion  inveiling  the 
membranous  bag  which  contains  the  cliild, 
was  feparated  from  it ;  and  confequently, 
an  infinite  number  of  thoie  vefiels  with, 
which  it  is  fupplied  from  the  uterus,  be- 

L  1  in% 


266  NATURE  and  THEAtMEKt  of 

ing  torn  aflmder,  the  efilifion  of  blood  was 
fb  great  as  to  become  mortal.  From  what 
cailfe  this  accident  was  brought  about,  I 
have  not  been  able  to  inform  myfelfi 
Thole  flight  difcharges,  which  Ibmetimes 
go  off,  and  allow  the  patient  to  proceed 
the  full  period  of  geftation,  have  been 
imputed  to  a  lois  of  blood  from  the 
falfe  chorion  of  the  bag  only,  and  not  to  a 
feparation  of  the  placenta  itfelf ;  and  in- 
deed, notwlthftanding  what  has  already 
been  laid,  I  am  ftill  inclined  to  think  fo; 
for  whenever  any  part  of  the  laft  is  dis- 
united from  the  uterus,  there  is  the 
greatefl  reafon  to  fappofe  it  will  never 
iigain  adhere;  although  Noortuoyki  in  his 
hiftory  df  the  gravid  uterus;  has  aflerted 
the  contrary  *i 

Some  floodings  have  occurred,  attende'd 
\tith  very  uncofnmdn  circumflances ;  for^ 
inftance,  the  celebrated  Alhinus  mentions 
a  t^Ski  where  only  the  central  pari  erf  the 

placenta 

i*  Niirtvsjk  i<i  Uter.  Gravid*  p.  28. 
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placenta  being  loofened,  a  large  quantity 
.of  coagulated  blood  was  lodged  between 
it  and  the  uterus,  as  it  were  in  a  bag; 
and  confequently,  not  a  drop  was  exter- 
nally difcharged,  fo  as  to  foretel  the 
jdanger. 

Sometimes  the  blood  has  been  found  to 
proceed  from  the  vagina;  and  at  other 
times  from  a  rupture  of  the  large  vcflels 
Oil  the  concave  ilirface  of  the  placenta, 
pr  pyexi  in  the  funis  iifelf;  wliich  muft 
necefEirily  iboij  prpve  fatal  to  the  child, 
but  will  not  proportionably  endanger 
the  mother.  The  preternatural  ftiort- 
nei^  of  the  funis,  or  its  laeing  twifled 
round  the  child's  neck,  have  alio  been 
fiippoled  to  bring  on  a  flooding;  for  if 
it  then  moves  powerfully,  the  placenta 
may  be  torn  from  the  uterus. 

Whatever  fubjed:s  the  body  to  violent 

motion,  or  agitates  the  mind,  fhould  be 

parefuUy  avoided ;  as  it  has  already  been 

Ihewn  in  treating  of  the  ChiJd-hed  Fever,  at 

Liz  paoe 
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page  87.  how  much  the  force  of  pirculati- 
ing  blood  on  its  veflels  is  increafed  by 
muicular  motion:  Coughdng;,  fheezing,  a 
teneiinus,  or  other  efForts  which  lay  ftrefa 
on  the  womb,  aU  tend,  in  a  certain  der 
gree,  tQ  defcrpy  its  union  with  the  con- 
tained parts  ;  efpecially,  immoderate  exer- 
cjie  in  the  lail  months  of  pregnancy,  when 
tlie  child  is  large  and  ponderous. 

The  paffions  of  the  niind,  eipecialiy 
fudden  terror,  have  alfo  frequently  been 
known  to.  produce  this  diforder ;  a  very 
remarkable  inflance  of  which  is  related  by 
Salmuth^  as  follows  *  : 

Archiatri  Anbahifii,  D.  S.  K.  conprnxpuer- 
fera  laSkai  infant  em.  fiih  no  Bern.  Per.  jo  cum  0 
muJierihus  qtiihifdam  ex  mvuivio  domtim  ten- 
dsntibus fores  ^  fenefr^  nimis  impctupfe.  put-. 
fantur.  Ilia  hiiic  admodtm  pefterrka,  totoq, 
corpore  cpntrefnlfeente,  repents  exckatur  proflu-: 
:vimi  menfmm,  in  anmm.  integrum  perdurans^ 

^*  $tihi.  Obfer.  Med.  Cent.  3.  xi;x. 
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<6'  adeo  qitldem  cqpiofum,  ttt  per  ftragula  etiam 
deflueret,  atque  ex  co  ipfa  tandem  moreretur. 

Some  years  ago,  I  was  defircd  to  viiit 
a  gentlewoman  near  BerkkjrSquare,  who 
was  feized  with  a  flooding  from  the  over-? 
hafty  extraction  of  the  placenta  ;  by  which 
fhe  was  reduced  to  the  laft  degree  of 
weaknefs :  I  defired  flie  might  be  kept 
extremely  quiet,  and  liipplied  with  fre- 
quent nouriftmient  j  I  alio  dired:ed  a 
mixture  with  tinBure  of  rofes  and  the  loft 
extrad;  of  hark^  <^c.  of  which  (he  took  two 
ipoonfuls  as  often  as  her  ftomach  could 
bear :  In  a  (liort  time  Die  found  heiielf 
much  recovered^  but  towards  the  morning, 
by  only  turning  herielf  haftily  in  bed,  the 
difcliarge  immediately  retm^ned  in  great 
abundance^  I  was  again  called,  and  foimd 
her  to  all  appearance  at  the  point  of  death ; 
but  by  the  application  of  tliick  coj^prelles 
dipped  in  cold  vinegar,  to  the  beUy  and 
loins,  together  with  the  fame  method  as 
|)efore,  fhe  at  laft  perfecfdy  recovered. 

Exceiilvc 
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E^xceffive  anger  or  Hidden  fear  produce 
a  fpafm,  or  contra^lion  of  the  vafcularfyC- 
tern,  by  which  the  blood  is  driven  from 
the  furface  to  the  centre  of  the  body  ;  as 
is  evident  from  the  palenefs  of  the  face, 
>yhich  is  inftantly  followed  by  a  throbbing 
and  palpitation  at  the  heart ;  fbon  after, 
the  countenance  becopies  flprid,  from  the 
re-a6lion  of  the  b^art  an^  arteries,  which 
throws  put  the  bipod  to  the  furface  again : 
Hence,  during  tjie  ipafm,  the  venous 
blood  is  violently  driypn  to  the  right  au- 
ricle ;  and  cpnfequently,  the  velocity  of 
the  arterial  blood  dilcharged  from  the 
left  ventricle  into  the  aorla  defcendens  will 
be  confiderably  increafed,  as  well  as  that 
circulating  thrqugh  the  arteries  of  the 
womb  ;  from  wlilcli  the  placent^^  may 
be  forced  away,  and  a  hsgmorrhage  enllie. 

Tliis  tumult  in  the  body  is  produced 
by  the  nervous  influence  wliich  affed:s  i% 
lilic  a  flight  elecftric  fhock :  accordingl}^, 
women  of   delicate  conftitutions,    whole 

neiTous 
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nervous  fyflem  is  extremely  irritable,  are^ 
t)f  all  othersj  the  nioft  fubje^l  to  thofe 
complaints;  I  have  Hkewile  oblerved,  in 
llich  habits  where  the  patient  was  not 
pregnant,  and  the  itterm,  therefore,  not 
fiifceptible  of  the  imprefiiori  ;  that  pain  in 
the  bowels  or  a  diarrhoea  have  often  l^en 
brought  on,  and  fbmetimes  a  dangerous 
fever ;  particularly  when  the  former  did 
not  happen* 

Bleeding  and  fly f  tics,  together  with  the 
liberal  uie  of  opium,  and  the  application  of 
iigatures  to  the  extremities  of  the  body, 
are  the  remedies  which  have  been  princi- 
pally depended  upon,  and  dired:ed  iilt 
their  turn  for  the  cure  of  uterine  Imnor- 
rhages  j  and  therefore,  it  will  be  neceilary 
tod  tifeftil  to  examine  their  feveral  efFe<fls. 

By  attending  to  the  circulation,  it  is 
evident ,  that  bleeding  can  feldom  be  pro- 
per, except  in  the  beginning  of  thole 
floodings  which  happen  before  delivery  ; 
Qr   when   they  arUe  from   a    plethora ; 

an 
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an  inflammatory  fever,  dr  external  vio^ 
lence*  Sometimes,  indeed,  if  the  patient 
(hould  be  threatened  with  tliis  malady,  af- 
ter any  violent  fiirprize,  it  may  alfo  be  re- 
qiiifite ;  but  as  in  general,  weakly,  hyfte- 
rical  women,  who  have  been  oblcrved  to 
bear  the  lofs  of  blood  with  inconvenience, 
are  the  oftenefl  thus  afFed:ed,  it  ihovild  be 
directed  with  great  caution  ;  e^ecially,  as 
opiates  and  the  ivarm  bath  will  anfwer  much 
better,  by  diflblving  the  fpafm  and  Ibothing^ 
tlie  nerves  into  a  ftate  of  tranquillity* 

Belides;  it  has  been  proved  that  the  con- 
traction of  the  uterus  after  delivery,  updn 
wMch  the  abatement  of  tliis  difcharge 
chiefly  depends,  will  be  in  proportion  to 
the  bodily  ftrength ;  and  therefore,  an  ad- 
ditional loi^  of  blood  from  the  arm  at  that 
period,  would  farther  endanger  the^pati- 
ent,  both  by  diminifliing  the  action  of 
the  womb,  and  by  giving  fb  fudden  a 
check  to  the  circulation,  as  might  occafion 

dan-- 
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dangerous  faiiitingSi  or  perhaps  a  mortal 
fyncope* 

Styptic  medicines  have  beeli  fiippofed  to 
reftrain  internal  haemorrhages,  by  enter-* 
Ing  the  bloody  and  conflringing  the  ori- 
fices of  the  bleeding  veflels;  and  have 
therefore  been  accbuhted  ialutary  and 
efficacious  in  thofe  complaints ;  but  upon 
how  urijuft  a  foundatioHj  I  appeal  to 
tonimon  experiences 

If  ftyptics  produce  their  eiFec^l  by  con* 
trailing  the  vellelsj  they  mufl  alfo  increafe 
their  action  on  the  contained  blood;  for 
it  will  be  nearly  the  lame  thirig>  with  re-^ 
jTpeA  to  the  velocity  of  the  blood  j  whether 
i  :s  vefiek  are  preterriaturaliy  filled,  when 
their  diameters  renlain  the  fame  as  before^ 
^r  whether  their  diameters  are  preterm 
naturally  leflened,  when  their  quantity 
o7  blood  is  the  fame;  or  in  other 
words,  when  the  fame  quantity  of  blood 
is  contained  in  a  narrower  fpace,  its  veP 
fels  will  from  thence  become  fuller*  For 
jM  m  example  j 
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example ;  if  a  certain  quantity  of  any 
fluid  is  forced  through  two  flexible  tubes 
®f  different  diameters,  but  of  the  fame 
length,  aind  in  the  fame  given  time ;  its» 
velocity  in  the  fmalkfl  tube  wiU  neceflarily 
be  greater  than  iit  the  other:  Hence  it  be- 
comes manifefl:^  that  if  flyptie  or  aftringene 
medicines  a<ffe  Ivy  coiitracling-  the  orifices 
df  the  bleedmg>  veflels ;  they  mufl  alfo  a.ffc 
univerfally  on  the  valcular  fyftem ;  and 
if  ^o,  that  by  lefEfiing  the  diameters  of 
the  fcveral  vefiek,  their  action  on  the 
contained  bkxxl  will  be  in^creafed,  which 
mud  aifo  necelSrily  increafe  the  flooding* 
If  it  fliould  be  aleged  that  tliey  (Operate' 
by  coagulating  the  blood,  and  not  by  bra- 
cing its  vef  els ;  or  that,  like  opkm,  they 
produce  their  effed:  by  the  mediation  of 
the  nerves  of  the  ftomach,.  without  enter- 
ikg  the  blood  at  all;  it  is^to  be  remarlled,, 
that  whatever  thickens  the  blood,  wiH, 
Hioft  probably,  alfo  conftringe  its  veflels  r 
la  fkort,  by  what  means  foever  they  affed? 
;  '  die 
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die  habit ;  it  is  plain,  that  a  haemorrhage 
can  only  be  Chopped  cither  by  ilich  things 
as  contracfl  the  niptiired  veflels,  or  dimi- 
ni(h  the  force  of  the  fluid  paffing  through 
tliem:  The  firft  of  theie  effecl^  has  akeady 
been  confidered;  and  the  lail  muft  needs 
be  denied;  iince  what  occafions  tbirjl  {imi 
fiver,  cannot  properly  be  faid  to  ieflen  the 
circulating  power,  but  to  incrcafe  it. 

No  wonder  then  that  Hoffnutii  aflerts, 
he  has  often  feen  Uterine  Haemorrhages 
increaied  by  ftyptics,  but  alfo  obllinate 
complaints  of  the  chronical  kind,  fuch  as 
cachexy,  dropfy,  or  hed:ic  fever,  brought 
on  by  their  prepofterous  ufe.  Agreeable 
to  what  is  advanced  by  that  excellent 
practical  phyfician,  I  have  feldom  ever 
known  the  pilv»  ftyp,  the  tin[t,  faturnin^  or 
other  powerful  aftringents,  given  in  fuch 
cafes,  without  an  increafe  of  the  hsemor- 
rhage,  or  fome  other  bad  effed; ;  Tliat 
they  will  generally  render  the  body  coftive, 
and  often  create  great  tiiirft,  head-ach, 
M  m  2  and 
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and  other  febrile  fymptoms,  is  certain ; 
but  the  chronictil  complaints,  \yith  which 
they  ^re  charged,  were  more  probably 
Qwing  to  the  proflife  lofs  of  blood  hap- 
pening at  the  time  they  w^re  admini* 
ftered,  than  to  the  fubiequent  injurious 
qualities  of  thc^fe  njedicines ;  However* 
the  following  inilancc*  ^s  well  as  ieveral 
others,  which  it  would  here  be  unneceflary 
to  mention^  will  flie\y  tfiat  they  are  not 
void  of  danger,  and  therefore,  ought  to* 
\iQ  directed  with  tlie  utpiofl  caution? 

In  tlie  year  IJJQ,  ci  lady  in  Stanhope- 
Strecty  MfljrFair,^  of  a  very  de}icatc,  vale-s 
tudinaiy  habit,  had  be^n  |png  ilibjcrt  to 
phe  jftuor  iilbtis^  a$  we}!  as  an  immoderate 
flow  of  the  menies  at  Uudue  periods,  wliich 
|iad  yeiy  much  reduced  her  ftrength :  By 
the  advice  of  an  eminent  phyfician,  (he 
took  the  ficch,  fatiirn.  in  a  bolus,  twice 
a-day^  and  pontinucid  it  upwards  of  a 
week  J  but  did  not  find  thati  it  either  rer 
ftrained  the  diicfiarge,  or  had  any  good 

effe<fl 
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elfeft  refpefting  her  bodily  ftrength  %  on 
the  contrary,  it  at  lad  brought  on  an 
cbftinate  conftipation  of  the  bowels,  at- 
tended with  llich  racking,  colic  pains,  and 
oppreffion  at  the  ftomach,  as  obliged  her 
to  keep  her  body  almoft  double.  Being 
defired  to  vifit  her,  I  dired:ed  draughts 
^vith  manna  and  oU  amygd,  together  with 
emollient  clyjlers,  and  the  ivarm  hath\  fhe 
alfb  drank  wai'm  veal  broth  by  intervals: 
After  twQ  or  three  lax  ftools,  ihe  was 
much  eafier;  but  as  the  forenefs  of  her 
bowcb  continued,  Ihe  took  an  emulfmn 
with  fperm.  ceti,  for  a  few  days,  which 
removed  it ;  and  afterwai'ds,  by  the  ufe  of 
?i  ftrong  deco(flion  of  hark,  with  an  injeBion 
and  the  chalybeate  waters,  fhe  was  entirely 
freed  from  the  fiuor  albus  and  all  her  other 
complaints. 

Internal  haemorrhages  will  often  at  lafl 
^ontaneoufly  ceafc,  without  the  afiiftance 
f>f  an;^  inedicines  whatever,  especially  when 

profuio; 
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profufe ;  for  as  the  power  of  the  heart  on 
the  circulating  blood  will  then  be  greatly 
diminifhed;  its  momentum  on  the  bleed- 
ing  veflels  will  be  rendered  conllderably 
lefs ;  and  it  has  already  been  remarked, 
that  they  will  natm^ally  contrail  when 
freed  from  then*  diftending  power.  From 
this  circumflance,  there  is  reafbn  to  think 
that  the  ceflation  of  this  dUcharge  is  not 
owing  to  ixich  medicines;  but  to  a  dimi- 
nution of  the:  circulating  force  from  mere 
lols  of  flrength. 

.  Inftead  therefore  of  bracing  the  folids, 
it  would  be  more  proper  to  recur  to  the 
tifb  of  thofe  tilings  which  have  a  power 
to  relax,  and  as  it  were,  to  (liipend  their 
aclion:  Such  medicines  ai'e  colled  fedativeSf 
and  are  flippofed  not  only  to  leflen  the 
cii'culating  force,  but  to  produce  a  more 
equal  diftribution  of  the  blood,  and  to 
occalion  the  derivation  of  a  larger  quan- 
tity  from  the  interior  veflels  to  the  furface 
of  the  body :  Hence  the  uterine  arteries 

will 
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will  be  relieved  from  their  diftention,  and 
the  flux  of  blood  proceeiding  from  thence 
will  coniequently  be  lefs.  To  this  end,  the 
fourth  part  of  a  grain  oi  emetic  tartar  may  be 
given>  and  repeated  by  due  intervals,  fb 
as  only  to  excite  a  flight  nauiea,  without 
vomiting ;  alTo  thefalifie  draughts ,  with  nitre j 
or  the  fal  fedativus  of  Hombergh,  from  Ave 
grains  to  a  fcruple :  In  what  manner  ilich 
medicines  operate,  it  ia  diffieult  to  de- 
termine ;  but  diat  they  often  have  a  faiu- 
tary  eiFed:,  is  clear  from  experience. 

How  far  the  effect  of  opiates  may  be 
depended  upon,  or  under  what  circum- 
ft:ances  they  are  pernicious  in  flooding 
cafes,  it  will  next  be  neceflaiy  to  enquire. 
From  fame  experiments  made  by  Dr. 
jilfton  on  frogs,  it  appears,  that  opium, 
taken  internally,  \\dll  for  a  time,  retard 
the  blood's  motion,  by  diminiftiing  the 
Tital  powers  of  the  heart;  and  this  cir- 
cimiftance,  fb  far  as  it  regards  thofe  frnall 
aquatic  animals,  is  flHl  further  confirmed 

by 
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by  that  learned  and  iricomparabic  phyfio^* 
iogift  the  late:  Dr*  TVhytti  Such  experi- 
ments are  plealing  and  curious,  but  the 
inferences  arxiirig  from  them,  when  appli-^ 
ed  to  the  human  body,  are  not  fo  conclu- 
five  and  fetisfacl:ory>  as  they  may  at  fir^ 
appear ;  for  many  fubftaiiCeS  wliieh  pro-* 
duce  a  mortal  effect  cvi  one  fpecies  of 
animalSj  are  not  found  injurious  to  ano- 
ther ;  and  the  fame  animal  is  veiy  dif* 
ferently  afFe&d  by  the  lame  things  at  dif- 
ferent times  2  Would  it  not  therefore,  be  a 
more  certain  way  to  determme  the  cfFe<fl:s 
of  opium  on  human  bodies,  by  attending 
particularly  to  its  operation^  when  ^ven 
to  flich  bodies  only  l 

In  fome  caies,  where  it  wj^  necellary 
to  dire^l  opiates  for  woraeii,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  labour  j  to  remove  their  ttnpro*^ 
Citable  pains  and  procure  ileep,  I  have 
been  farprifed  to  find  they  had  a  very 
contrary  eifed:,  and  that  the  pain;s  were 
evidently  much  .  increafed* 


Di\Toungt  who  wrote  profeflediy  on  opium, 
is  the  only  author  I  know^  that  takes 
notice  of  the  lame  thing :  His  oblerva* 
tions  are  founded  on  long  and  exten- 
five  experience,  which  he  candidly  con- 
felles  often  contradifted  the  opinions  he 
had  adopted  from  theory  ;  coniequently 
he  frequently  changed  his  methods  of 
practice ;  and  it  is  much  to  be  wiflied 
that  an  example  fo  laudable,  vras  more 
univerfally  followed :  Indeed,  the  greats 
eft  part  of  his  book  appears  to  be  a 
true  hiftory  of  the  effeclis  of  tliis  extraor- 
dinary medicine ;  and  as  he  rather  relates 
what  he  faw,  than  what  he  exped:ed  to 
fee ;  his  authority  is  the  more  to  be  re- 
garded. 

The  illullrious  Baron  Halkr,  in  Ms  dii^ 
iertation  on  the  irritable  parts  of  animals, 
obferves  ;  that  although  ophm  defti'oys  the 
periflaitic  motion  of  the  inteftines,  and 
the  irritability  of  the  body  in  general ; 
it  leaves  the  force  and  motion  of  the  heart 
N  n  imim- 


2Sz  NATURE  ^//iTRElTiilElST^ 


unimpaii-ed.  What  I  have  feen  of  its  ef- 
feds  on  the  human  body,  exa6lly  corre- 
fponds  with  this  remark ;  for  though  it 
may  fufpend  fome  of  the  fecretions,  it 
rather  quickens  the  blood^s  motion,  than  re- 
tards it :  For  inftance,  a  moderate  dole 
of  it  will  flrengthen  and  mlarge  the  pulie, 
the  eyes  iparkle,  the  countenance  becomes 
florid,  and  a  heat  and  itching  of  the  fkin 
fucceeds ;  but  what  appears  moft  extra- 
ordinary; thole  pains  which  have  Ibme- 
times  been  increaled  by  it,  in  a  ftnall 
quantity^  have  been  Ipeedily  removed  by 
giving  a  more  liberal  dofe:  In  fhort,  I 
have  clearly  (een  internal  haemorrhages 
rather  increafed  than  iellened  by  its  ule ;: 
and  dierefore,  think  it  ought  not  to  be 
given,  except  in  cales  of  neceliity ;  as  its* 
eiFeds  are  evidently  flmilar  to  thofe  of 
Volatile  medicines,  or  llrong  cordials. 

In  the  beginning  of  thole  floodings  which 
arife  from  plethora ;  a  fever,  or  external 
violence,    efpecially   where    the   pidfe  is 

hardt 
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hardy  and  the  fkin  dry  ;  both  opiates  and 
fiyptks  are  highly  pernicious.  Bleeding, 
laxatives^  and  [pare  diet,  with  a  cooling 
regimen,  are  beft  adapted  to  aniwer  the 
intention  of  cure-  The  judicious  Hoffman^ 
therefore,  with  great  reafon,  dii'ecfls  the 
liberal  uie  o^  fpring  tuater^  with  [pints  of 
vitriol  and  finip  of  red  poppies,  as  a 
medicine  niore  falutary  than  the  moil 
boaflcd  ipecifics  :  On  the  contrary,  in  the 
decline  of  thofe  difcharges,  where  the  pulfi 
is  weak,  and  the  circulation  languid,  from 
the  lols  of  much  blood,  it  will  be  proper 
to  keep  the  patient  in  a  horizontal  pofi- 
tion,  left  fhe  (honld  faint.  A  decoBlon  of 
the  hark,  and  even  cordial  medicines,  may 
alfb,  fbmetinies,  be  adminillered ;  elpe- 
cially,  after  delivery,  where  there  is  al- 
ways lefs  danger  of  the  ilooding's  return ; 
the  refiftance  tq  the  contratH^on  of  the 
uterus  being  then  taken  away.  Noui'ifh- 
ment  fhould  be  given  often,  and  in  fmall 
quantities,  th^t  the  empty  veflels  may  be 
y  N  n  2  replpnifhed 
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replenifhed  by  degrees  ;  otherwife,  as  the 
ftomach  is  weak,  and  the  affimilating  pow- 
ers of  the  body  much  impaired,  the  pa- 
tient will  be  apt  to  fall  into  a  dropjyy  cm-* 
fumpHofi^  or  heBic  fever. 

The  ancients  applied  ligatures  to  the  in- 
ferior extremities,  for  the  relief  of  uterine 
haemorrhages  ;  from  which  it  may  be  con- 
cluded, that  they  knew  more  of  the  circu- 
lation than  has  been  imagined ;  for,  it  is 
plain  they  had  reeourfe  to  this  method 
with  a  view  to  retard  the  venous  blood  in 
its  return  to  the  heart,  and  eonfequently 
to  abate  the  circulating  force :  But  this 
pradlice  does  not  leem  to  be  juft,  neither 
is  it  found  experimentally  ufeful ;  but  on 
the  contrary,  dangerous  and  inrational. 

Let  us  fuppofe,  for  inflance,  that  a  co- 
lumn of  blood  is  driven  down  the  aorta 
dtfcendensy  by  the  adion  of  the  heart,  and 
that  it  is  diftributed  to  the  lower  extremi? 
^ies,  by  the  diviiion  and  fubdivifion  of  the 

itiad 
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iliac  arteries,  from  which,  the  uter'tu  at  iail 
receives  its  blood :  The  extreme  branches 
of  all  thefe  arteries  have  con'cfpondhig 
veins,  which  take  up  theu"  blood  by  anafio- 
mofis,  and  after  uniting  and  re-uniting, 
they  form  the  'ucna  cava  inferior,  or  one 
large  trunk,  wliich  returns  blood  from  the 
inferior  parts  of  the  body,  to  the  right  au- 
ricle of  the  heart ;  if  therefore  from  any 
compreffion  of  thofe  veins,  the  reflux  of 
their  blood  is  prevented,  they  cannot  then 
freely  receive  it  from  the  arteries  ;  confe- 
quently,  the  hypogajlrics  and  Jpermatics 
which  fupply  the  zitcnis  with  blood,  wiU 
become  over-charged  and  diftended,  and 
the  patient  will  flood  the  more  abundantly ; 
as  the  following  mgenious  experiment  will 
clearly  demonftrate. 

Dr.  Hamilton  of  Edifiburgh,  being  called 
to  a  young  woman  who  had  laboured  un- 
der an  obflrud:ion  of  the  menfes  for  near 
(even  months,  fi'om  catching  cold ;  and 
finding    that  various  remedies  had  been 

tried 
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tried  in  vain ;  directed  longitudinal  com-^ 
pr^fies  to  be  applied  tight  upon  the  crural 
arteries,  by  means  of  a  tourniquet,  which 
after  remaining  about  twenty  minutes, 
rendered  the  pulie  quicker ;  in  half  an 
hour,  (he  began  to  perceive  a  fenfe  of 
weight  and  folnefs  in  the  region  of  the 
uterus,  and  in  an  hour  and  a  half  after 
the  firft  application  of  the  ligatures,  the 
nienfcs  began  to  flow. 

If  it  fhould  be  alleged,  that  the  eifecffc 
here  produced,  was  owing  to  the  comprelr 
iion  of  the  arteries,  and  not  the  veins  ;  it 
may  be  replied,  that  the  means  made  ufs 
of  to  comprefs  the  firfl,  muft  neceflarily 
have  the  fame  eiFe(^l  on  the  other :  But 
fetting  this  realbning  afide ;  if  iimplc 
preflure  on  the  crural  arteries  has  been 
known  to  bring  on  the  menles,  after  a  long 
obflruftion,  by  impeding  the  direct  courfe 
of  the  blood,  and  throwing  a  larger  quan- 
tity on  the  uterine,  vejfels ;  fb  would  the 
the  fame  degree  of  preflure  when  applied 

to 
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to  the  veins  themfelves ;  which  may  be 
looked  upon  as  fo  many  reflected  arteries, 
void  of  puliation,  becaufe  of  their  diflance 
from  the  heart,  which  cannot  extend  its 
influence  beyond  the  anajlomofes  of  thefe 
two  orders  of  veflels. 

Having  laid  before  the  reader  Hich  ge- 
neral remedies  as  have  been  thought  mofl 
conducive  to  the  relief  of  that  dangerous 
maladyxmdGY  confideration ;  and  alfo  point- 
ed out  the  pernicious  tendency  of  a  heating 
regimen,  or  the  exhibition  of  cordial  me* 
dicines  ;  I  (hall  now  endeavour  to  fhew  the 
good  effe<^  of  a  contrary  method,  both  as 
as  fiipported  by  reafbn,  and  experience  ; 
at  the  iame  time  confeffing,  that  the  pe- 
mfal  of  Dr.  Stevenfonh  ingerdous  Eilay  on 
the  efFe<^  of  heat  and  cold  on  human  bo- 
dies *,  and  afterwards,  what  I  had  read  m 
the  Commentaries  of  the  celebrated  Baron 
Van  Suuistm^  in  fome  meafiire,  firft  fug- 
gelled  to  me  the  propriety  and  expediency 

.    of 

;  *  Edijibargh  Medical  Eifay?^  vol  vL  p.  S^r, 
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of  flich  practice.  The  firil  of  thofe  au- 
thors has  very  ienfibly  refuted  the  ablurd 
doctrine  of  derivation  and  revulfion ;  and 
fliews,  that  the  pediluvium^  or  application 
of  warm  water  to  the  feet,  the  effedl  of 
which  was  flippofed  to  depend  upon  thofe 
principles ;  is  owing  to  a  ciaufe  dired;ly 
contraiy  to  that  hitherto  afligned  ;  as  the 
following  experiment  will  clearly  evince. 

Dr.  Stevmfon  caufed  two  youths  to  put 
their  legs  into  v/arm  water,  and  whilft 
they  continued  there,  he  counted  their 
puHes  by  a  watch  meaiuring  ieconds,  ac- 
cording to  the  different  degrees  of  heat  in 
the  water,  which  was  gradually  increafed 
and  applied  from  time  to  time  :  At  eight 
o*clock  in  the  evening,  the  pulfe  of  the 
firil,  beat  iixty-iix  ;  and  that  of  the  (econd, 
eighty-four.  As  the  heat  was  increaied, 
they  began  to  breathe  quicker,  their  coun- 
tenance became  florid,  the  veins  of  the 
face  and  hands  were  much  dillended,  and 
the  pulfe  increafed  in  proportion  ;  in  the 

firfl, 
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firft,  it  beat  eighty,  and  in  the  fecond, 
ninety-eight  ftrokes  in  a  minute.  In  the 
above  experiment,  both  their  pulies,  which 
in  the  beginning,  were  j[bft  and  fmall,  be- 
came very  full  and  hard ;  and  not  only 
the  parts  immeried  in  water,  but  the  whole 
body  was  fwelled  :  The  pulfes  of  the  wrifls 
and  temples  alio  beat  fuller  and  quicker, 
as  well  ss  thole  arteries  derived  from  the 
aorta  defcenddns ;  and  confequently,  there 
could  be  no  revulfwn.  The  legs  being 
then  removed  out  of  the  warm  water  ;  in 
about  half  an  hour's  tmie,  all  the  above 
fymptoms  of  fulnefs  went  off,  and  the 
pulfe  in  each,  gradually  returned  to  its 
former  fcate. 

From  thefe  premifes,  the  Dodor,  with 
reafon,  concludes  ;  that  the  blood  paifing 
through  the  veflels  of  the  legs,  being 
heated  by  the  pediluvmn,  imparts  its  ad- 
ditional warmth  to  the  general  mafs ; 
which  being  rarefied,  takes  up  a  larger 
ipace  in  the  veflels,  and  circulates  with 

O  o  more 
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more  rapidity  than  before  ;  and  thus  every 
part  of  the  body  is  affet^led  with  a  fenie,  of 
f ulnefs  :  Hence,  he  infers  the  great  danger 
of  this  application  in  hdemorrhages  from  the 
noie  or  lungs,  or  in  dHbrders  of  the  head 
or  bread,  ariiing  from  plenitude  ;  cafes 
where  it  was  often  formerly  applied,  and 
muit  as  often  have  been  definitive  to  the 
patient.  Wliat  is  ancient  or  modern,  is 
not  therefore  right  or  ^vrong  ;  though  this 
is  not  the  only  inflance  where  things  how- 
ever prepoflerous  and  abliird,  have  de- 
rived fuch  land:ion  from  antiquity,  as  to 
render  them  the  flandard  of  future  prac- 
tice. 

Van  Siukten^  in  treating  of  the  diieafes 
of  vii-gins,  expreiles  himielf  in  the  follow- 
ing manner : 

Cum  autem  pedes  ^  crura  ab  iliacis  arteriis 
externis  (ha  vafa  accipiant,  uterus  ah  hypogaf- 
tricis  non  ta?idum,  fed  ah  iliacis  externis  etiam, 
(6*  variis  inter  fe  anaftomofbus  communicent  (uti 

ill 


UTEKHSTE  IfflMORRHAGES.    291 

in  tabulls  Euilacliianis  (I)  videri  potcfi) 
facile  patet,  quare^  per  balnea  laxatis  pedum 
vafif,  (^  dein per  fi-'iBiones  accelerato  motu  in 
iisdcmy  major  copia  fanguinis  derivewr  verjus 
aortufttf  ubi  in  illacas  dividitur,.  adeoque  »6' 
magis  tunc  urgeantur  uteri  vafa  ;  ficque  fperari 
pojfit,  illorum  extrema  ita  dilatari  pojfe,  ut 
menjiruum  fluorem  dimittant. 

Simul  notandum  eji,  praBicis  obfervatis  con- 
fiare,  calorem  pedum  prodejfs  menftruantibus ; 
frigus  autem  nocere  ;  into  quandoque  Jubito  men- 
Jirua  fupprimi,  ft  adrnodum  frigefcant  pedes  ; 
quod  fipius  obfcrvavi ;  pr-£cipne  ft-  pavimento 
marmoreo  frigido  pedibus  infiftant  diu,  Solent 
enim  ab  hac  caufa  fola,  contr^.ciis  fpafmodice  in- 
tcjiinisy  dolores  colici  oriri  iriolejiijfimi,  in  qui' 
bus  magnum  levamen  fentitur,  fi  pedes  incahie- 
rintf  imprimis  per  fri^iones.  Omnia  enim  ab- 
dominis vifccra  male  afficitmtur,  dum  pedes  in- 
tenfe  frigent;  adeoque  miru?n  non  ejl,  if  uteri 
vafa  Jiringif  Jtcquefipprimi  fluorem  menjiruum. 
Oo  z  The 

(1)  Tab.  xiii. 
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The  experiment  mentioned  by  the  fii'fl 
author,  is  a  clear  and  fatisfaftory  iiluftra- 
tion  of  the  elfe-fl  of  heat  on  the  human  bo- 
dy;  and  the  praclical  obfervations  of  the 
latter,  as  appears  by  the  above  quotation, 
.as  fufficiently  demonftrate  the  action  of 
cold,  in  conftringing  the  vellels  of  die  ute- 
ms,  and  flippreiling  the  menfes,  even  when 
applied  to  the  feet  only ;  from  whence,  I 
would  porpofe  the  following  queftion;  vix. 
If  the  topical  application  of  cold  to  the  feet, 
has  been  found  to  put  an  immediate  Hop 
to  an  habitual  difcharge  of  blood  from  the 
uterus,  in  opposition  to  the  powerful  efforts 
of  nature ;  is  there  not  the  greatefl  reafon 
to  believe,  that  the  fame  application  Vv'ould 
prove  iingulariy  efficacious,  either  in  re- 
fb'aining,  or  totally  taking  away  that  Im- 
morrage  from  the  womb  wliicli  is  preter- 
natural ;  and  where  nature,  ever  attentive 
to  her  own  defigns,  is  alio  endeavouring 
to  aifiit  herfelf  ? 
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Heat  not  only  relaxes  the  folids  and  clip- 
fblves  the  fluids,  as  may  be  feen  by  its  ef- 
fect: on  thoie  animal  lubftances,  called  jel- 
lies or  glue  ;  but  alTo  rarefies  the  air  con- 
tained in  the  body,  by  wliich,  the  whole 
mafs  will  be  expanded  ;  and  by  taking  up 
more  fpace  in  the  veflels,  their  diameters 
will  be  erdarged,  which  will  lay  an  addi- 
tional flrefs  upon  the  whole  Iblid  fyflem ; 
fb  that  the  efFefts  of  rarefaction  and  ple- 
thora, pro  tempore,  are  the  fame.  CoU, 
on  the  contrary,  condenfes  the  air  and 
confirms  the  textm-e  of  the  blood ;  for 
even  the  hardeft  metals,  as  appears  by  the 
pyrometer,  are  contrafted,  or  expanded, 
according  to  the  degrees  of  heat  or  cold 
applied. 

From  thefe  feveral  circumflances,  I 
would  infer,  that  the  application  of  intenfc 
cold  to  the  body,  is  more  to  be  depended 
upon,  and  will  produce  more  falutary  ef- 
fe£ts  in  uterine  hismorrhages,  than  any  tiling 
elfe  which  can  be  devjfed;  although  I  fore- 
fee 
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ice  an  objection,  wliich  I  would  wifh  ta 
obviate  before  I  go  further.  As  cold  af- 
fe(^ls  the  body  by  contraifling  the  folids, 
and  repelling  the  blood  to  the  interior 
parts  ;  it  may  be  faid,  that  its  a6Hon  will 
be  equally  pernicious  with  that  ofjijptks  : 
Admitting  this  reafoning  as  unanlwerablc ; 
fince  I  have  always  found  it  otherwiie  in 
practice,  I  can  pay  no  manner  of  regard 
to  it :  But  the  fad:  ieems  to  be  tliis  ;  when 
the  body  is  heated,  the  circulating  power 
is  increaied,  and  the  blood  is  not  only 
rarefied  and  rendered  more  fluid,  but  its 
veilels  being  dilated,  if  they  at  lall  give 
way,  will  then  diicharge  their  contents 
more  freely ;  but  when  it  is  fiiddenly 
cliilled,  altliough  the  application  of  cold 
may  contra6l  and  leilen  the  capacity  of 
its  veilels ;  it  condenfes  the  blood  at  the 
fame  time,  fo  that  in  efFec^l,  they  will  not 
become  fuller  than  before ;  befides,  as  I 
have  always  obferved,  that  the  flux  of 
blood  abated  in  proportion  to  the  degree 

of 
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€>f  cold ;  experience,  wMch  oviglit  to  fu~ 
peribde  all  theory,  (hews  that  the  effe«ft 
of  cold  in  condenfing  the  fluids,  is  far 
more  than  equal  to  its  power  in  contrad:- 
ing  the  folids ;  or  at  lead,  that  the  dan 
ger  already  hinted  at  is  not  to  be  feared. 
Thofe  fioodings  which  are  attended 
with  frequent  and  long-continued /^m?iw^ 
'  fits^  very  often  prove  mortal ;  yet  I  have 
obferved  in  fome  of  thofe  where  the  piilie 
was  weak  and  intermitting,  and  who  were 
apparently  finking  very  fad ;  that  by  free- 
ly admitting  freOi,  cold  air,  they  re- 
covered as  if  infpired  with  new  life.  This 
does  not  feem  difHcult  to  account  for,  as 
the  heart  has  not  power  to  propel  its 
blood  through  the  pulmonary  arteries, 
till  the  lungs  are  {iifficiently  blown  up  with 
cold  air  ;  which,  on  account  of  its  greater 
gravity,  is  much  fitter  for  the  purpofes  of 
refpiration,  than  the  warm,  coniined  at- 
moiphere  of  a  bed-chamber, 

Jji 
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InAugtifly  1773, 1  received  a  letter  from  a 
gentlemanat  KirbyLondfHale,  inWeftmore- 
land,  of  wliich  the  following  is  an  abftraft. 
1 1  had  lately  an  opportunity  of  feeing  the 
good  effects  of  ^o/i  in  a  flooduig  after  delive- 
ry;  the  particulars  of  which  are  as  follows. 
About  a  month  ago,  I  was  called  to  a  wo- 
man in  labour  with  her  fifth  child,  at  a 
village  a  few  miles  diitance  from  this  town : 
The  labour  was  natural,  and  in  a  fliort  time 
the  placenta  came  away  with  eaie.  About 
half  an  horn-  after,  I  took  a  walk  in  the 
fields,  but  was  called  in  great  hafte,  and  at 
my  return  found  her  fainting  and  flooding 
very  proflilely.  On  enquiry,  I  was  told 
the  women  had  given  her  a  large  quan- 
tity of  Ipirits,  to  which  I  imputed  the  dilr 
charge.  I  threw  open  the  door  and  win- 
dows of  the  room,  for  the  free  admifiion 
of  air,  and  gave  her  cold  water  plentifiiUy 
to  drink  ;  by  means  of  which  the  flooding 
almofl  immediately  abated  without  any 
return.* 

A  gentle- 
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A  gentleman  who  praftHcs  midwifery 
in  London  communicated  to  me  the  foL 
lowing  cafe  i 

November  the  i  ith  1 773,  a  patient  of  min^ 
was  feized  with  a   profufe   flooding  and 
fainting,  about  half  an  hour  after  delivery : 
To  the  heft  of  my  knowledge  flie  loft  about 
.three pints  of  blood.     I  immediately  let  in 
in  cold,  frefh  air  upon  her,  by  opening 
the  doors  and  windows  ;  and  gave  her  two 
glailes   of  cold  water  to   drink  ;    having 
no  vinegar  at  hand,  I  applied  thick  cloths 
dipped  in  cold  water,  round  her  loins,  over 
the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  and  to  the 
vagina:  The  good  efteft  was  evident;  for  the 
flooding  very  loon  cealed  ;  in  about  twenty 
minutes  the  patient  became  fenfible,  and 
in  a  voice  (carcely  to  be  underllood,  deiired 
Ihe  might  be  covered  with  cloaths,  for  fhe 
was  dying  ;  as  {he  feemed  very  cold,  and 
was  in  a  kind  of  (hivering  fit,  I  complied 
with  her  requeft,  but  loon  found  my  error 
in  {b  doing  ;  for  when  (he  became  warm, 
P  p  the 
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the  flooding  returned,  wliich  obliged  me  to 
have  recouiie  to  my  former  method,  and 
to  apply  cloths  wetted  with  vinegar,  which 
by  this  time  was  procm*ed ;  in  conlcquence 
of  which,  the  difcharge  of  blood  again 
abated  in  a  very  fliort  time,  and  my  pa- 
tient happily  recovered  without  any  relapfe. 
Every  one  who  breathes  with  difficulty> 
can  tell  from  his  ov/n  experience,  what 
vaft  relief  he  finds  in  going  from  a  hot 
room,  where  the  air  is  too  much  rarefied^ 
into  one  much  cooler,  where  it  is  more 
elaftic  and  pure.  The  frequency  of  a  na- 
tural pulle  to  the  a6l  of  reipiration,  is  in 
V  general,  as  ten  to  three;  and  the  lall:  is 
found  to  have  a  very  fenfible  eifecl  on  the 
firft,  both  as  to  its  ftrength  and  quiclcneis: 
Befides,  as  a  confiderable  part  of  the  whole 
mals  of  blood  is  continually  pafling  through 
the  lungs ;  iuccellive  draughts  of  that  cold 
fluid,  conflantly  applied  to  their  interior 
furface,  will  contribute  greatly  to  cool  and 
condenfe  it ',  as  nothing  but  the  thin  mem- 
branous 
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branous  expanfion  of  the  air-vellels  is  in- 
tei-poied  ;  and  as  the  air  in  the  blood  will, 
by  alternate  changes,  always  remain  in  equi- 
//M'o  with  that  of  the  common  atmoiphere. 

From  fhch  a  rarefaction  of  air ;  the  veP 
jfels  of  animals  placed  in  the  exhaufted  re- 
ceiver of  an  air-pump,  will  fwell  and  even 
burft ;  and  upon  the  fame  principle,  pe- 
riodical paiiis,  and  fluxes  of  blood  do 
fometimes  happen  at  full  and  new  moon, 
when  the  atmolpherical  prefliire  on  the 
flirface  of  the  body  is  greatly  diminiflied. 
Thofe  of  delicate  habits,  like  fo  many  liv- 
ing barometers,  feel  the  influence  of  the 
(ame  cavife,  and  become  weather-wfe,  on 
the  approach  of  high  winds  or  fudden  falls 
of  rain. 

According  to  Arhuthmt,  the  internal  flir- 
face  of  the  lungs  is  greater  in  its  extent, 
than  all  that  pait  of  the  ikin  which  is  ex- 
pofed  to  the  air ;  and  therefore,  the  large 
quantity  of  this  fluid  received  by  infpira- 
tion,  added  to  that  externally  applied  to 
P  p  2  the 
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the  body,  will  have  a  very  great  cfFe<ft  iit 
condenling  the  mals  of  blood,  and  redu- 
cing it  into  a  fiiialler  ipace,  fo  as  to  leP 
Ccn  the  difteniion  of  its  veilels ;  and  con- 
fequently,  will  not  only  tend  to  fecure  the 
patient  from  the  danger  of  a  fyncope,  but 
will  alfo  abate  the  flooding. 

Next  to  the  free  and  unlimited  ufe  of 
cold  air,  together  with  the  application  of 
compreiles  dipped  in  cold  vinegar,  to  the 
belly  and  loins ;  I  have  often,  according 
to  the  pracflice  of  Hofman,  directed  largo 
and  repeated  di'aughts  of  /pring  luater,  with 
remarkable  good  iiiccefs ;  for,  out  of  near 
nine  hundred  ivomen  delivered  in  theWeflmins-^ 
ter  Lying-in  Hojpital,  feveral  of  whom  were 
feized  with  floodings,  both  before  and  af- 
ter delivery ;  not  one  of  theni  failed  under 
this  treatment ;  as  far  as  it  was  prudent  td 
tnift  to  it,  or  any  other  means,  incjepend^ 
ent  of  delivery  itfelf. 

^?\Tien  the  patient  is  very  weak  and 
Biuch  exhauHed,  bed^water  or  weak  broth 

taken 
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taken  cold,  will  be  more  proper  than  wa- 
ter ;  and  where  the  laft  is  dired:ed,  it  will 
be  neceflary  to  tincfhire  it  with  the- J)rup  of 
red  poppies,  or  fbmething  of  the  like  kind, 
to  give  it  a  medicinal  appearance,  which 
wdll  render  it  more  acceptable :  But,  if 
notwitliftanding,  the  flooding  becomes  ib 
profufe  as  liiddenly  to  endanger  life  ;  her 
feet  and  kgsfiould  he  plunged  into  cold  ivater^ 
and  may  remain  there  as  long  as  they  are 
ienlibly  alFe^led  by  the  cold  ;  after  whichi 
they  may  be  taken  out  for  a  few  minutes, 
and  then  immerfed  in  water  again.     Clyf- 
ters  of  beef-water  may  alfo  be   injected 
cold,  and  repeated  as  occafion  requires. 

So  long  as  the  ftrength  continues,  and 
the  pulfe  remains  good,  it  will  not  be  ne- 
ceflary to  proceed  to  the  delivery  widi 
violence,  but  to  wait,  at  leaft  for  a  time, 
that  the  os  uteri  raay  relax  and  dilate  by 
the  effecft  of  the  pains;  always  remem- 
bering, that  the  indication  of  danger  is 
rather  to  be  taken  from  the  nature  of  the 

fymptoms 
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fymptoms  than  the  quantity  of  blood ;  as 
it  is  increchbie  how  much  fome  have  loft 
and  yetflirvived  ;  whilft  others  will  fink 
under  a  veiy  inconfiderable  difcharge. 
Matmccau  remarks,  that  where  the  orifice 
of  the  womb  'was  fbft,  tliin,  and  equal, 
the  patient  generally  recovered ;  but  if 
the  contraiy,  flie  often  died:  Pen,  in  his 
praftice  of  midwifery,  feems  to  be  of  the 
fame  opinion,  and  is  fb  fenlible  of  the 
great  danger  of  applying  violent  force  to 
dilate  the  os  uteri,  that  he  pronounces 
it  deatji  to  the  patient,  from  his  own 
experience  *". 

Delicate  women,  who  have  lax  fibres, 
of  all  others,  iliflain  the  lofs  of  blood  with 
moft  danger,  being  extremely  apt  to  faint, 
and  are  fubjed  to  a  violent  head-ach;  fo 
that  uncommon  attention  fhould  be  paid 
to  their  fafety:  In  fuch  habits,  clpecially 
after  delivery,  and  in  cafes  of  extreme 
weaknefs,    hartjhorn    jellies,    with  rhenifli 

wine, 

*  PtUj  Pratique  des  Accouch,  chap.  xv.  p.  516. 
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wine,  and  thofe  things  which  give  noii- 
riftiment  to  the  body,  and  confidence  to 
the  blood,  may  be  advantagcortfly  di- 
redied :  An  infufion  of  the  cortex  witli 
cinnamon,  in  French  claret,  and  the  ad- 
dition of  a  little  fine  fugar,  will  alfo  make 
a  very  grateful  and  generous  cordial, 
without  heating  the  body. 

In  long-continued  fainting  fits,  where 
there  was  danger  of  a  total  flagnation  of 
the  blood,  I  have  fometimes  dired:ed 
the  following  volatile  liniment  with  ad- 
vantage, to  be  rubbed  upon  the  pit  of 
the  ftomaeh,  in  the  quantity  of  a  tea- 
fpoonful ;  over  wliich,  a  hot  flannel  fhould 
afterwards  be  immediately  applied. 

^. 

07.  aniygd,  %ifs 

Spt,  volat,  dromat,  5///  mifce  if  fiat  Uni- 

mentwn. 
The  fymptoms   of  mimediate   ganger 
are  principally  thefe;  viz.  the  eyes  grow 
dim,  and  the  extremities  cold ;  die  pulfe 

becomes 
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becomes  weak  and  intermitting,  and  the 
patient  frequently  faints;  cold  fweats, 
with  fubfiiltus  tendinum,  or  convulfions 
ilicceed ;  and  the  hiccough  is  generally 
the  lafl  fatal  iyniptom,  which  (hews  that 
death  is  near. 

But  notwithftanding  fbme  of  thofe 
alarming  ligns,  for  they  (eldom  all  ap- 
pear ;  as  delivery  is  the  only  remedy 
wliich  can  give  the  patient  a  chance  for 
life ;  no  one  who  is  truly  fenfible  of  the 
duties  of  his  profeflion,  will  timoroufly 
defert  her  in  the  time  of  her  utmail 
need ;  but  deliberately  follow  the  rules 
of  practice,  and  Ipeedily  endeavour  to 
perform  that  by  Art  which  Nature  is 
unable  to  accomplilh;  without  any  regard 
to  the  prejudices  of  the  ignorant  vulgar, 
or  that  undeferved  cenflire  wliich  fo  fre- 
quently follows,  where  the  event  is  fatal. 

V/henever  a  ipeedy  delivery  becomes 
abfolutely  necellary,  it  fhould  be  at- 
tempted without  delay;  even  during  the 

fainting 
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faintingfits ;  for  although  iiich  a  proceeding 
may  feem  to  carry  with  it  the  appearance 
of  cruelty;  the  general  relaxation  of  the 
body  vv^hich  then  prevails,  will  render  the 
uterus  more  torpid  and  inactive,  and  lefs 
liable  to  be  ilimulated  into  motion  by  the 
hand  of  the  operator ;  confequently,  as 
there  will  be  more  ipace  for  turning  the 
child ;  both  it  and  the  mother  will  flifFer  pro- 
per tionably  lefs  :  Indeed,  her  lofs  of  flrength 
will  concur  in  making  his  afliftance  die 
more  eiFe(.T:ual;  the  uterus  being  then, 
as  it  were,  unbraced  and  void  of  contrac- 
tion :  This  fliews  the  folly  and  impru- 
dence of  thofe,  who  are  ever  teazing  and 
perlecuting  the  poor,  languifhing,  and 
half-dead  patient,  with  thek  impertinent 
admonitions;  "to  bear  do\wii  flrongly, 
and  make  the  beil  of  her  labour-pains." 

In  ftiort,  in  all  thole  fioodings  which 

happen   where   the   fhtus  ftill  remaifis   in 

utero;  when  every  other  method  has  failed, 

and  tlie  danger  is  great ;  the  patient,  if 

Q^  q  poffible, 
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pofiible,  fliould  be  fpeedily  delivered ;  and 
whenever  a  profufc  haemorrhage  happens 
after  delivery,  and  obftinately  continues 
notwithftanding  the  ufe  of  the  remedies 
ah'eady  mentioned  ;  it  wiH  then  become 
neceflary  to  throw  up  fyptk  injeBions  into 
the  uterus,  as  the  laft  and  moft  powerful 
application  that  can  be  tried  for  her  re- 
lief *. 

As  the  prefent  method  of  treating  ute^ 
rlne  hemorrhages  often  proves  ineffec^al ;  I 
have  the  rather  been  particular  on  that 
nibjeft,  and  more  dellrous  to  propole  ano- 
ther, by  wliich  I  am  convinced  the  lives  of 
many  may  be  prelerved ;  but  as  no  new 
doctrine  of  importance  can  be  too  fuffici- 
eniiy  confirmed  by  experience ;  I  (liould 
think  myfelf  much  favoured  by  Hich  gentle- 
men of  the  profeflionj  as  would  obligingly 
take  the  trouble  to  communicate  to  me? 
then-  praBkal  ohfervatlonSy  in  fuch  caieSa 
concerning  the  effect  of  cokL 

I  did 

, :*  V'l^Q  Pugh'%  Treatife  on  Mivi^Tifsry,  chap.  v.  p.  g.^* 
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I  did  propofe  to  make  fbme  experi* 
ments,  in  order  to  alcertain  the  diitercnt 
quantities  of  blood  efcaping  from  the  vef* 
fels  of  wounded  animals,  expofed  to  dif- 
ferent degrees  of  beat  and  cold ;  but  a  wan^ 
of  opportunity,  as  well  as  the  cruelty  at- 
tending flich  enquiries,  have  hitherto  pre- 
vented me. 

Befides  the  haemorrhages  incident  to 
pregnant  women,  there  are  two  other 
forts  which  occm*  more  rarely,  and  are 
not  attended  with  fo  much  immediate 
danger ;  the  foil  may  happen  to  virgins^ 
the  laft  to  women  about  the  diiappearance 
of  the  menies. 

According  to  Lamotte,  thole  floodings 
to  wMch  young  women  are  lubjedl,  arife 
chiefly  from  plethora^  and  if  the  uterus  is 
in  a  Ibund  flate,  are  generally  remedied 
by  bleeding,  laxatives,  and  abftemious 
diet.  In  thefe  cafes,  we  fliould  be  cauti- 
ous not  to  injure  die  reputation  of  the  pa- 
tient, from  the  {liggeftion  that  (lie  is  with 
Q^q  2  child  5 
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cliild,  and  that  fuch  a  flux  of  blood  denotes 
a  miicarriage  ;  which  fometimes  has  inad- 
vertently been  done. 

The  menftrual  flux,  which  now  and 
then  continues  in  plethoric  habits,  for  the 
firil  three  or  four  months  of  pregnan- 
cy ;  and  alio  that  dilcharge  of  blood 
which  naturally  happens  after  delive- 
ry, from  the  feparation  of  the  placenta, 
fhould  be  carefully  diilinguKhed  fi-om 
a  real  flooding,  by  thole  who  are  unex* 
perienced ;  or  who,  from  a  want  of  atten- 
tion rather  than  judgment,  might  chance 
to  fail  into  miilakes  of  this  kind. 

Women  about  the  age  of  forty-five  or 
fifty,  are  fometimes  troubled  with  a  dii- 
charge  of  grumous,  foetid  blood ;  efpeci- 
ally  thofe  of  plethoric  habits,  who  are  fe- 
dentary,  and  indulge  themfelves  to  ex-* 
eels  in  eating  and  drinking. 

Dr.  Amh.  Daiufon^  an  eminent  phyficiaii 
of  exteniive  practice  in  London,  ailures  me» 

that 


UTEBJKE  HK^IOHRHAGES.     30,9 

that  he  has  often  given  a-cmor  tart.  In  fuch 
haemorrhages  vvdth  remarkable  ilicceis. 

When  the  female  confdtution  continues 
to  generate  redandant  blood  beyond  the 
ftated  time  of  nature  ;  and  where  the  ute- 
rine veflels,  from  the  effe^l  of  age,  be- 
come rigid  and  compad:  too  early,  £0  as  to 
prevent  its  palling  oiF  that  way;  great 
inconveniencies  to  health  are  the  conlc'- 
quences  of  it ;  tliough  in  general,  tliey 
may  either  be  relieved  or  cured  by  bleed- 
ing and  evacuations :  However  when  flxcli 
complaints  are  of  long  continuance,  at- 
tended with  a  flow  fever ;  a  jfanious  diir 
charge,  and  painful  forcing  down  of  the 
affe<fted  part ;  they  almofl  certainly  de- 
note a  difeaied  uterus,  and  frequently 
prove  mortal  in  the  concluiion. 

As  for  the  ^.^j/r/z^.  cicutas  \  its  effecls  in 
fuch  cafes  have  by  no  means  equalled  my 
expectation,  confidering  the  extravagant 
encomiums  with  wliich  it  was  ufhered  into 
practice.  The  vegeto-mina-al  tuater  recom- 
mended 
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mended  by  Goulard  may  be  tried  as  an  in- 
je^lion  ;  and  opiates,  after  gentle  evacua- 
tions,  where  the  pain  is  violent,  may  be 
flirefted  to  advantage :  I  have  obferved 
very  fenfible  and  lailing  efFefts  from  the 
life  o?  Peruvian  hark  in  the  following  form, 
though  a  perfe^l:  cure  is  not  always  to 
be  cxped;ed: 

Cort,  Peruv.fubtilifs,  Puh,  §i  * 

Cremor,  Tart,  "^iii 

Fidp,  Tamarind,  ^fs 

Sjr,  caryoph,  rub,  q»  s,  ut  fiat  elcB,  cujus 
fiimat  quant,  nucis  mofchat  noBeq,  Mane, 

A  vegetable  diet,  with  nouriHiment  of 
eafy  digeflion,  and  alfo  moderate  exercife 
in  a  pure  air,  together  with  tiie  chaly- 
beate waters  of  Tunbridge  or  Spa^  will  like- 
wife  promote  the  cm^e  ;  or  at  leail  will 
tend  to  abate  the  feverity  of  the  iymptoms, 
and  prolong  the  patient's  life. 

SECTION 
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Of  Convulfons,  a?id  the  Acute  Difiafa  moft 
fatal  to  Women  during  the  Jiate  of  Prcg" 
nancy* 

THE  caiiie  of  convullionsj  is  o^^n. 
feated  in  the  brm?i  itielf,  or  in  fiich 
parts  as  have  an  immediate  intercourfc 
with  it,  by  the  mediation  of  the  nerves  ; 
particularly  the  ftomach  or  uterus.  They 
may  alio  arile  from  violent  afFedions  of 
the  mind,  and  likewife  from  plethora  or 
inanition.  There  are  other  more  remote 
caules  of  the  diieafe,  viz.  the  Hipprei^ 
fion  of  fome  long-accuflomed  difcharge, 
as  eruptions  repelled  from  the  fiirface  of 
the  body ;  the  (toppage  of  the  bleeding 
piles ;  or  the  application  of  any  painful 
ilimulos  to  the  nervous  parts  of  the  body. 
Con\Tilfions  are  either  idiopatlnc  ov  fymp- 
somatic  ;  the  firfl  are  owing  to  fbme  mor? 
bid  impreffion    originally  made  on  the 

brain 
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brain  or  gems  ncrvojum,  and  v/hen  derived 
from  the  parent,  are  therefore  termed 
hereditary :  The  lafl  arife  from  accidental 
caufes  which  aft  iiiddenly  on  the  nerves, 
and  with  more  violence  than  their  natural 
ftruftiire  can  bear.  Thole  which  are  here- 
ditary or  habitual,  and  which  continue  after 
puberty,  are  generally  incurable,  though 
feldom  mortal ;  and  when  they  totally 
difappear  about  tliat  period  ;  it  leems  ow- 
ing to  a  gradual  change  produced  in  the 
body,  by  the  effe£t  of  age  ;  which  Icilens 
its  irritability,  and  gives  more  flrength 
and  firmneis  to  the  whole  folid  iyilem. 

Aremarable  alteration  is  likewife  brought 
about  in  the  female  habit,  towai'ds  the  firft 
eruption  of  the  menies  ;  for  at  that  time, 
convuliions  have  frequently  been  known 
to  ceafe,  v/hich  before  had  refifted  the 
mod  efficacious  remedies. 

Hyflerical  women,  from,  the  delicacy  of 
their  habit,  and  the  great  iiTltabillty  of 
their  nerves^  ai'e,  of  all  others,  the  moil 

fubie^ 
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Ciibje6l  to  tliis  malacl}r ;  efpeclaUy,  during 
the  latter  end  of  their  fi'Ji  pregnancy  :  This 
probably  arifes  from  the  uncommon  prel- 
iiire  of  the  gravid  uterus  en  the  abdc- 
mina!  vlfcera,  which  may  obilruft  the 
veflels,  and  prevent  the  fixe  eirculation  of 
blood ;  or  cKe  from  the  vait  difteniion  of 
the  uterinie  fibres,  ^vliich  creates  a  painful 
feniation,  and  by  nervous  iy  mpathy,  throws 
the  whole  vafcular  iyftem  into  a  convul- 
iive  fpalin.  But,  that  this  violent  and  un- 
accuflomcd  fli'eis  laid  on  the  uterus,  by 
the  increafed  bulk  of  the  child,  is  not  alono 
fufficient  to  produce  the  difeale  is  evident ; 
ieeing,  that  gravid  wom.en  in  general  are 
not  (libjedl  to  it ;  and  therefore,  the  Grigi- 
nal  caiife  muft  have  pre-exifled  in  the  con- 
flitution  either  from  iome  former  injuiy 
done  to  the  brain,  or  a  morbid  impreffion 
derived  from  the  parent ;  which  remains 
dormant  and  inaftive,  until  roufcd  into 
motion  by  fuch  a  change  as  that  ari- 
sing from  pregnancy. 

R  r  As 
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As  the  caufes  of  coiivulfions  are  various, 
{^o  like  wife  is  the  intention  of  cui'e.  The 
veilels  of  the  body  can  neither  be  filled 
or  emptied  beyond  a  certain  degree,  with- 
out occafioning  a  plethora  in  the  one  cafe, 
and  inanition  in  the  other ;  both  of  which 
extremes  are  deilruclive  to  health,  and 
may  occafion  convulilons.  In  the  firfl, 
they  arife  from  a  painfdl  diiteniion  of  the 
nervous  paixs ;  and  ia  the  lafl,  from  a 
defe£l  of  the  circulating  power,  and  that 
equal  dillribution  of  the  blood,  which  is 
jieceilary  to  carry  on  the  feveraj  fecretions. 
Convulilons  {rem  inanition^  are  much 
more  dangerous  than  thofe  from  pletho- 
ra ;  as  it  is  eaiier  to  empty,  tliaii 
.  repieniili  the  veflels  ;  for,  although  nou- 
-  riiliment  may  be  taken  into  the  ilo^ 
niach  ;  ■  it  is  a  confiderable  tinie  before  it 
can  be  converted  into  blood,  eipecially 
v/here  the  ailimiia.ting  powers  of  the  body 
have  been  much  impaired, 

When 
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When  this  cliieafe  comes  on  after  pro- 
fiife  floodings,  or  other  immoderate  eva- 
cuations, it  is  generally  fiiortal ;  and  it  is 
obierved,  that  flaiightered  animals,  havinp" 
loft  a  certain  quantity  of  blood;,  fall  into 
convulfions  a  0iort  time  before  death  :  Van 
Sivieten  ilippofes,  that  this  is  owino-  to  the 
uniform  preiliire  of  the  blood-veilels  being 
iliddenly  taken  off  from  the  brain ;  but 
more  probably j  it  happens  becaufe  that 
(squilihriwn  is  dcftroyed,  wliich  ought  to 
fubiift  between  the  iblids  and  fluids  ;  and 
therefore,  as  foon  as  the  quantity  and  ini- 
pulfe  of  the  blood  on  its  containing  vefiels 
become  deficient ;  the  vafcular  iyftem,  for 
want  of  due  refiftance,  begins  to  exert  a 
kind  of  preternatural  contraftive  power, 
and  the  whole  bodily  frame  is  agitated 
or  convulied. 

But  notwithflancling    what    has    been 

laid ;  the  above  illuftrious  author   relates 

the  following  extraordinaiy  cafe,    where 

R-  r  3  ^^^ 
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the  patient  recovered  *.  Novi  gravidam^ 
quad  placidlffimc  dormiverat^  diiin  in  vicinia  pe- 
riculofimi  crat  incendmm :  SoUicita  mater y 
mane  accurrenSy  graitdabaw  fli(Sy  quod  hlan- 
dus  fomniis  omnem  thnorem  arcuiffet,  Mox 
incipit  tremere  mifira  toto  corpore^  (6'  cingiy 
fumdqtie  totiis  ledus  jam  InundMhatur  fangiilney 
fcqiicnte  animi  dcliquio^  (6"  convulfioiiibus  / 
tamen  a  periculofa  hac  Uteri  Uamorrhagia  cou" 
valuity  fed  jxtunt  qtmdriuicfrrcni  abortiens  per" 
didit. 

Medicines  in  ilich  caies,  are  in  a  man- 
ner out  of  the  queilion ;  for  notliing  will 
~  fo  efFefluaily  rcilore  the  flrength^  as  the 
repeated  ufe  of  nourifliing  fluids,  in  iiiiall 
quantities  :  Broth  clyfters  may  aFo  be  ad- 
miniftered ;  and  if  the  puife  fliould  re- 
main very  weak  and  languid ;  a  decoftion 
o^ Peruvian  hark  may  be  given,  with  warm 
nervous  cordials,  joined  with  an  opiate^ 
fuch  as   the  confeci.  paulin,'  &'c^     Where 

the 

*  Van  SwicicHf  Comment.  Vol.  iv.  p.  497. 
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the  fyraptoms  are  urgent,  and  the  circu- 
ktion  almoil  at  a  (land ;  hlijiers  may  be 
applied  to  the  infide  of  the  arms,  and  jGl- 
napifms  to  the  foles  of  the  feet ;  the  ex- 
tremities may  alTo  be  rubbed  with  hot  flan- 
nels, or  immerfed  in  luarm  ivater  ;  the  ef- 
fect of  which,  has  already  been  confr 
dered. 

When  convuiiions  arife  from  pkthora^ 
wliich  chiefly  happens  to  inch  as  are  young, 
who  indulge  their  appetite,  and  have  a 
ftrong  digeftion ;  the  pulfe  is  generally 
hard,  full,  and  frequent;  which  will  re- 
quire the  immediate  and  repeated  lofs  of 
blood,  together  with  the  ule  of  laxative 
medicines  and  plentiful  dilution.  The 
faline  draughts  with  nitre  may  alfo  be  given, 
and  the  patient  fhould  be  enjoined  to  ob- 
lerve  a  light  and  abftemious  diet  for  fome 
time  after,  for  fear  of  a  relapfe. 

When  flie  is  comatofe  during  the  inter- 
Tals,  and  her  head  2^ei\ed,  the  eyes  be- 


mg 


3 1 8    NATURE  and  THE ATMEIH'  of 

ing  prominent  and  blood-fliot,  attended 
with  a  delirium,  or  much  fever ;  the  ule 
of  opiates  are  improper :  In  (iiort,  they 
ought  not  to  be  given,  except  in  cafes  of 
great  urgency  from  pain  or  want  of  fleep  ; 
and  even  then,  only  after  bleeding  and 
evacuations. 

It  is  of  the  utmofl  confequence  to  dip 
tinguiili  the  true  caufe  of  convullions, 
before  any  medicines  are  preferibed,  or 
methods  tried  for  the  patient's  relief;  as 
an  error  of  judgment  might  here  prove  of 
fatal  confequence :  For  inftance,  copious 
bleeding  which  would  relieve  or  cure 
convuliions  ariilng  from  plenitude ;  v/ould 
inftantly  deilroy  the  patient,  if  they  were 
brought  on  by  inanition ;  and  emetics,  which 
would  be  proper  when  the  ilomach  was 
loaded  with  bile  or  other  noxious  humours, 
would  be  highly  pernicious,  where  they 
were  occaiioned  by  an  ardent  fever  or  iri-- 
flam?nation  of  the  brain* 

Thofc 
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Thofe  of  flrong,  robuft  conilkutions, 
are  feldom  lubjedl  to  convulsions,  except 
from  very  violent  caufes  ;  on  the  contrary, 
children,  and  thofe  of  delicate  habits,  are 
fometimes  afFedled  by  the  flighteft  impref- 
iions  on  the  body  or  mind  ;  and  it  is  re- 
markable, that  what  produces  very  extra- 
ordinary and  alarming  fymptoms  in  one, 
will  not  at  all  endanger  another ;  each 
•  feeling  the  efieft  of  diiFerent  caufes,  accord- 
ing to  their  natural  temperament,  and  as 
their  nerves  are  ftrung  to  different  feniari- 
ons.  But  although  women  and  children 
are  more  iubjed:  to  tliis  difeafe  than  men, 
in  proportion  as  their  habit  is  weak  and 
irritable,  it  is  obferved  that  they  efcape  the 
danger  of  the  dileafe  much  better, 

Convuliions  iiipervening  violent  fevers, 
or  an  inflammation  of  the  brain,  are  of- 
ten mortal ;  but  thofe  which  are  follov/ed 
by  a  fever,  critical  eruptions  on  the  body, 
or  the  dlfcharge  of  putrid  bile  fl'oni  the 
ilomach  or  inteflines,  generally  end  more 

iavourablv. 
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favourably.  If  they  are  of  the  hyflerkal 
kind,  unattended  by  3.  coma,  delirium  or  fi- 
ver, and  attack  the  patient,  by  long  in- 
tervals, fo  as  to  become  habitual,  they  do 
not  denote  immediate  danger  ;  but  Ibme- 
times  occafion  the  paliy,  lois  of  memory, 
or  idiotifm ;  by  gradually  impairing  the 
vital  funftions. 

When  this  difeafe  is  fuddeniy  produced 
by  terror  ;  bleeding,  the  liberal  ufe  of  oti- 
Gtes,  and  the  luarm  bath,  by  diilolving  the 
Ipaihi  and  foothing  the  nerves,  will  befi: 
anf\ver  the  intention  of  cure, 

I  attended  a  lady  in  the  year  1766,  who 
was  repeatedly  attacked  with  convnlfions 
during  her  pregnancy,  which  were  firfl 
owing  to  a  fright,  and  to  which  fhc  had 
been  fobjecl  many  years  ;  being  treated  in 
the  manner  juft  mentioneci,  ilie  went  on 
the  full  time  of  her  pregnancy ;  after 
\\^hich,  flie  was  happily  delivered,  and  re- 
covered without  any  relaple. 

Some 
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Some  authors  recommend  bleeding  in 
the  foot,  when  the  head  is  affected ;  but 
the  do6lrine  of  derivation  and  revulflon-,  as 
applied  to  bleeding,  is  not  lefs  mconfiilenc 
and  irrational,  than  in  what  it  relates  to 
the  pediiuvium  or  w^arm  bath  for  the  feet* 
The  opening  of  a  vein  in  the  footj  has 
been  faid  to  bring  on  the  menfes  ;  when 
blood  drawn  from  the  arm,  liad  no  inch 
effedl:  •  and  this  was  flippofed  to  happen 
in  confequence  of  its  accelerating  the 
blood's  motion  through  the  veflels  of  the 
legs  and  uterus  ;  which  indeed,  is  a  down- 
right contradiftion ;  for  when  a  vein  is 
opened  in  any  part,  the  motion  of  the 
blood  through  it,,  pro  tempore^  will  rather 
be  retarded  than  increaied ;  as  it  is  evident 
that  xhe  bleeding  orifice  cannot  poihbly  tranf- 
tnit  fo  much  bloody  as  the  trmik  of  the 
vein  before  its  compreffion  by  the  liga- 
ture. Admitting  tiiis  as  a  fa^l^  it  will 
follow,  that  if  the  menles  have  been  fad- 
denly  brought  on  by  bleeding  in  the  foot, 
S  s  the 
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the  eife6t  was  produced  in  a  manner  di- 
redly  contrary  to  what  has  generally  been 
imaginedj  vrZc  from  the  coraprefTion  of 
the  veins  and  arteries  by  the  ligature  ap- 
plied to  the  legs,  and  to  the  immerfwn  of 
the  feet  in  hot  v/ater;  both  which,  as 
already  remarked,  increaie  the  quantity 
and  velocity  of  the  blood  pafling  tlirough 
the  uterus  ^^ 

Errors  in  diet,  or  food  taken  into  the 
{loinach  which  offends  either  in  quan* 
tity  or  quality^  have  beeil  laiown  to  occa- 
lion  convulllons ;  but  tliele  are  leldom 
dangerous,  and  generally  ceafe,  as  fbon 
as  the  offending  matter  is  removed,  by 
giving  an  emetic  and  laxatives  ;  after  which 
an  opiate  will  be  proper. 

A  retention  of  urine,  by  diftending  the 
bladder  and  creating  violent  pain,  may 
likewife  be  producftive  of  convuHions,  elr 
pecially  in  weakly,  irritable  habits ;  but 
here>  as  in  the  former  cafe,  they  foon  go 

off, 

*  Page  358,  et  fc^. 
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off,  after  the  bladder  has  been  emptied 
hy  the  catheter  ;  otherwile,  the  \'\'arin  bath 
fliotdd  be  direded,  with  emuKions  and 
anodyne  clyfters. 

When  the  neck  of  the  m-inary  bladder 
Is  comprejGed  by  the  child's  head,  it  may 
be  gently  raifed  above  the  fymphyfis  of  the 
pubes :  A  cafe  of  tliis  kind,  is  mention- 
ed in  Lamotte^s  obiervations,  wliere,  from 
fach  affiilance  only,  a  large  quantity  of 
urine  was  inilantly  difcharged. 

A  patient  at  the  Weflminflcr  Lying'In 
Uofpital,  about  two  years  ago,  in  the  time 
of  labour,  complained  of  exceffive  pain 
at  the  pubes,  wliicli  flie  was  not  able  to 
endure  without  crying  aioud:  She  was 
leized  with  the  fubfaitus  tendinum,  wliich 
occafioned  the  matron  to  fend  for  me :  I 
found  the  bladder  diflended  with  water, 
and  raifed  above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis* 
fo  that  during  her  labour'-pains  it  was 
violently  comprefled  between  the  uterus 
ajid  bones,  pN^xv  to  the  danger  Oj 
S  s  2  burfl^ 
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burlling  ;  being  at  that  time  equal  in  bulk 
to  a  chiicrs  head,  and  hard  as  a  folid 
body.     I  dire^led  the  water  mimediately 

to  be  drawn  oit  by  the  cathetcVy  after 
wliich  (he  became  eafy,  and  was  delivered 
foQn  after. 

Another  caie  of  the  like  kind,  happened 
at  the  liofpital  lately  ;  where  the  bladder, 
by  its  hardnefs  and  projection  over  the 
piibes  in  the  time  of  labour,  was  at 
firft,  miflakeh  for  the  child's  head  :  This 
patient  was  treated  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  former,  and  alio  recovered. 

Where  ciitamoiis  craptmu  are  fliddenly 
throvv'n  back  into  thq  habit;  the  warm 
ha-th,  ancl  gentle  diaphoretics  with,  nitre^) 
will  bid  fair  to  relieve  the  patient;  but 
fliQuld  her  complaints  arjie  from  ivorms  ; 
anthelmintic  medicines  may  be  given  ;  in 
which,  PkrU'k's  preparation  of  mercury, 
with  gum  arable,  is  both  efficacious  and 
fafe,  if  adminlilered  with  due  caution. 
The  Indian  J)ink  root ;  the  bark  of  the  wild 

cabbage 
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cabbage  or  bulge  water  tree  of  Jamaica ;  and 
the  coiihage,  the  pods  of  which  are  lined 
,  with  the  fiiiqua  hiriuta  of  Linmus,  have 
.  all  lately  been  recommended  as  powerflil 
medicines  for  this  pnrpofe  ;  but  as  yet,  I 
cannot  fiy  much  of  them  from  my  own 
experience. 

In  ftrong  convulfions  during  pregnancy, 
a  ipeedy  delivery  has  been  propofed,  and 
ret;iirred  to  as  the  principal  remedy ;  but 
obfervation  and  experience  (liew,  that  tliis 
;*ule  will  admit  of  many  exceptions,  and 
ought  to  be  regarded  with  great  caution ; 
teipecially  by  thole  who  are  young  in 
practice,  and  therefore,  influenced  by 
fear,  which  naturally  fuggells  the  word; 
in  confequence  of  wliich,  they  are  often 
prompted  to  proceed  with  more  hade  and 
violence  than  is  conililent  with  the  pa- 
tient's fafety. 

It  has  already  been  remarked,  that  the 
fimple  preiUire  of  die  gravid  uterus  on  the 
l^ontigiious  viicera  may  inteiTupt  the  na- 

tiu-al 
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tiiral  funftions  of  thole  parts,  and  occa- 
f ion  convulfions ;  and  to  fuch  cafes,  may 
be  added,  thofe  where  that  part  is  defed:ive 
in  its  organical  flruftare ;  and  being  either 
too  finail,  or  preternatiirally  firm  and  com- 
pac^l:,  cannot  yield  liifiiciently  to  the  in- 
creafed  bulk  of  the  child,  without  being 
violently  diftended  and  overflrained ;  or 
eile  by  an  unfavourable  poiition  of  the 
feetus,  it  may  be  bruiied  and  comprelled 
between  the  angular  parts  of  its  body  and 
the  bones  of  the  pelvis,  fo  as  to  excite  pain, 
and  bring  on  convulfions ;  eipecially,  as 
the  habit  is  at  this  time  uncommonly  irri- 
table. Under  fiich  circumitanees,  a  fpeedy 
delivery,  if  the  patient  is  at,  or  near  her 
full  time,  may  procure  her  inftant  relief; 
but  on  the  contrary,  whenever  they  arife 
from  any  caufe  independent  of  the  fate  of 
-pregnancy ;  experience,  as  well  as  reafbn, 
evidently  jThew,  that  delivery  thus  violent- 
ly brought  about,  contraiy  to  die  common 

com'ie 
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eoui-fe  of  nature,  would  not  only  prove  in- 
effeftual,  but  alfo  highly  dangerous. 

Hoffman  ilippofes  that  the  duodenum  is 
often  the  feat  of  convulilons,  becaufe  of 
the  difcharge  of  bile  and  pancreatic  juice, 
into  the  cavity  of  that  inteftine  ;  wliich 
from  various  cauies  are  wont  to  become 
putrid  and  highly  acrimonious  ;  confe-^ 
quently,  they  will  produce  great  pain  and 
tumult  in  the  body,  if  not  foon  evacuated 
by  gende  cathartics. 

The  retention  of  thefe  acrimonious  falls 
and  rancid  oils,  which  naturally  ought  to 
pafs  off  by  the  kidnies  may  likewiie  occa- 
fion  this  malady  ;  as  it  has  ibmetimes  been 
obferved  to  fiicceed  a  flux  of  pale,  limpid 
urine,  eipecially  in  fevers  :  In  fuch  cafes, 
fmall  pordons  of  emetic  tartar,  with  the 
{aline  draughts,  or  other  iaponaceous  fluids 
have  been  found  to  procure  the  moil  re- 
lief. 

Befldes  the  feveral  cauies  of  convul- 
five  diforders  already  eniunerated,  there 

may 
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may  be  others,  ib  latent  and  difficult  to 
be  found  out,  as  to  remain  imperceptiblef 
to  the  niceil  obferver  ;  wliich  nevertheleis 
adl  with  great:  violence  on  the  ieniible  and 
irritable  parts  of  human  bodies.  In  fuch 
doubtful  cafes,  or  where"  the  patient  is 
fenfelels  and  can  give  no  information ;  the 
indication  of  cure  muft  be  taken  from  the 
general  methods  of  treating  the  difeafe ; 
and  the  precipitate  adminiitration  of  pow- 
erful medicines  ought  to  be  avoided  ;  for 
one  that  is  afraid  of  miftaking  his  wayj, 
(iiould  rather  abate  dian  redouble  his 
ipeed.  If  the  patient  is  unable  to  fvval- 
low,  which  frequently  happens,  (lie  fliould 
not  be  neglec1:ed  on  that  account ;  for, 
opmn,  musk,  or  other  medicines,  may  be 
advantageoufly  given  in  clyfters. 

Women  who  have  been  liibjed;  to  the 
difeafe,  in  former  pregnancy,  fliould  ufe 
every  poffible  caution  to  avoid  it ;  hf 
bleeding,  the  ufe  of  opiates,  or  iiich  other 
medicines  or  methods,    as  feem  befl  ap- 

propriatecj 


propriated  to  the  nature  of  their  confti- 
tution,  before  the  approach  of  labour. 

The  violence,  and  long  duration  of  con- 
vulfions,  fbmetimes  leave  a  morbid  impref- 
■fton  on  the  brain  or  nerves  ;  by  which  the 
Intelledxial  faculties  are  much  impaired. 
la  fuch  cafes,  bliflers,  preparations  of 
hark^  with  aromatic  bitters,  or  the  warm 
foetid  gums,  have  been  found  ierviceable  5 
together  with  the  chalybeate  waters  ;  the 
;Cold  bath,  and  moderate  exereife  in  a  dry^ 
pure  air. 

^  -  Ty 

Pulv.  fuhtilijf,  Cort,  Peruv.  5/, 
•"y-r^radi^*  Vakrian,  Sylv»  A,iij 
Lhalyh.  rubig»  freparat^ 
Spec.  Arotnat,  aa  52 
Syr,  Caryoph,  rub,  q*  f,  ut  fiat  EkB*  cujus 
.jumat  quant,  Nucis  mofchat,  bis  tervs  in  die^ 
fiperbibend,    Cyath,    Aq,  Pyrmont.  vei  Spa-^ 
drnto 

All   animal  and   vegetable  fubftances? 

•^wiiich  are  nflially  dii^edled  in  ipafmodic 

T  %  complaints. 
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complaints,  aft  by  their  powerful  effluvia^ 
and  in  a  certain  degree  feem  to  produce  a 
narcotic  afFeft  ;  among  the  firft  are  mufl<:, 
and  caftor ;  and  of  die  laft  are  gum  aP 
fafcetid.  camphor,  valerian,  &c.;buto//- 
unif  where-ever  it  can  be  properly  given, 
is  the  ibvereign  medicine,  and  fuperior  to 
all  the  reil. 

Here  it  is  neceilary  to  caution  young 
praftitioners,  who  are  generally  entJmftaJis 
in  phylic,  not  to  imagine  that  the  names 
of  medicines,  or  the  chSk  to  wliich  they 
belong,  either  fafficiently  denote  their 
^rue  qualities,  or  point  out  their  real  ufe : 
They  ought  not  therefore,  to  depend 
upon  them  too  much,  however  dignified 
with  the  appellation  of  antifpafmodicSy  fpe- 
cificsy  &c. ;  many  of  them  have  not  even 
power  enough  to  do  harm ;  which  indeed 
is  faying  fometliing  in  their  favour  ;  fince 
thofe  v/hich  are  good,  are  often  abuled,  and 
.  then  become  the  word  of  aU,     - 

The 
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The  proper  means  of  making  remedies 
falutary  conlifts  in  diflinguifliing  pro- 
perly how  they  are  to  be  applied  :  Thus 
adminiftered,  there  is  much  wluch  they 
will  do ;  but  much  more  which  it  is  im- 
pofiible  they  lliould  do,  from  the  vei-y  na- 
ture of  things ;  and  which  therefore,  it 
would  be  unphilofophicafas  well  as  mirea- 
(bnable  to  expecft. 

I  was  favoured  with  the  followin5>:  cafe 
by  Mi\  M — -— ;?,  the  gentleman  who  at- 
tended  and   delivered  the  patient ;  and 
have  fet  it  down,  as '  near  as  pofTible,  in 
his  own  words. 

C    A     S     E       I. 

Mrs.  D an,  of  Swallow-Street,  aged 

about  thirty,  at  her  full  time,  and  with 
her  firfb  cliild  ;  was  feized  on  the  24th  of 
January,  1764,  with  violent  and  univerfal 
convulfions,  in  the  beginning  of  labom*, 
whilft  her  pains  were  moderate,  attended 
T  t  2  with 
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with  a  total  deprivation  of  her  fcnfes  :  Be-^ 
ing  of  a  plethoric  habit,  twelve  or  fourteen 
ounces  of  blood  were  immediately  taken 
from  the  arin  ;  a  blifter  was  applied  to  the 
back,  and  the  ufiial  antiipafmodic  medi^ 
cines  adniiniftered,  but  without  any  fenli- 
bie  benefit ;  the  convuliioris  increafed  in 
frequency  and  violence ;  recurring  every 
five  or  fix  minutes  without  any  intervals- 
of  refpite  :  At  the  acceffion  of  every  fit, 
the  child's  head  was  preiled  down  on  the 
0/  uteri,  as  if  a  labour-pain  had  been  com-* 
ing  on ;  it  then  grew  rigid,  and  the  agita** 
tion  of  the  whole  body  was  fo  violent/ 
that  there  was  no  poiTibility  of  obtaining 
2jrf  further  information  from  the  touch : 
In  the  mean  time,  the  arm,  from  flrug-' 
giino',  bled  to  the  quantity  of  ten  or  twelve 
ounces  more,  but  no  faintin^rs  eniued. 
In  diis  manner,  when  about  eight  hours 
had  elapfed,  and  no  fymptoms  of  amend-^ 
nient  appeared ;  it  was  propofed  to  bring 
t|i"^  diUd  away  by  ...inflrumerits^^  and^  for 

the 
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the  iatlsfac^lion  of  her  friends,  and  the  pre- 
iervation  of  the  attendant's  character,  to 
fequeft  Dr.  Leake's  advice,  and  that  he 
would  b'e  prefent  during  the  operation ; 
but  as  liis  refidence  was  diftant,  and  the 
firft  mellenger  had  miftaken  the  ftreet, 
upwards  of  an  hour  was  loft,  before  he 
was  apprifed  of  it ;  and  in  the  mean  time, 
the  convidfions  increaled  to  iiich  a  degree, 
that  her  death  was  every  moment  expell- 
ed. In  the  intervals,  which  were  now 
very  fhori;,  no  pulfe  was  to  be  felt,  nor 
could  fhe  be  perceived  to  breathe :  Her 
attendant  therefore  tliinking  that  any  fur- 
ther delay  might  be  fatal,  refoived  not  to 
wait  any  longer,  but  to  proceed  to  the 
operation.  During  the  recefs  of  the  con- 
vulfions,  he  could  perceive  that  the  os 
itteri  was  dilated  to  a  coniiderable  extent, 
and  the  head  advanced  below  the  brim  of 
ihe  pelvis  :  After  repeated  trials,  with  the 
ftjort  forceps y  finding  he  could  not  facceed, 
ori  account  of  the  height  and  largeneis 
-  of 
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of  the  head,  and  the  indifficient  dilatation 
of  die  OS  uteri ;  he  introduced  the  fcijfars, 
perforated  the  fcull,  and  after  evacua- 
ting its  contents,  extracted  the  bones  of 
the  head ;  and  then  delivered  her  with- 
out much  difficulty.  Jull  as  the  opei'atlon 
was  fiuiilied.  Dr.  Leake  arrived,  and  fee- 
ing the  (late  of  the  patient,  confirmed  the 
unfavourable  prognollic  which  her  atten-" 
dant  had  before  made  :  However,  think- 
ing it  better  to  try  the  effe^^  of  doubtful 
remedies  than  none  at  all,  he  prefciibed 
&r  her  as  follows : 

Piilv,  e  Myrrh,  c.  9/ 
Mofch. 

SaL  Succin,  aa  Bfs 
Syr.  e  Cort,  Aurant.  q.  f.  ut  fiat  Bolus  /^ta 
tjuaq.  hora  fumend,   cum  Cyath,  Julep.  fcqucnt» 

Jidep,  e  Camphor,  yvi'j 
Spt,  Volar,  fijctid.  ^ij  mijcc, 
Slnapifms  were  aKb  direcled  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  foles  of  her  feet.  On 
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On  the  third  day  from  her  delivery, 
Ole  began  gradually  to  return  fo  her  ienfes, 
as  if  awaking  out  of  a  dream ;  but  had 
not  the  leaft  recolleftion  of  any  tiling  that 
had  happened,  or  of  any  pain  ilie  had  felt 
iince  the  time  her  ylccouchciir  firft  entered 
the  room.  In  a  fortnight  fiie  p€rfe<^ly 
recovered,  and  fince  that  time  has  had 
feveral  children. 

C     A     S     E       IL 

Aiigufl  the  6th,  1765,  I  was  lent  for  to 
iee  a  gentlewoman  at  Camberivdl^  who  was 
convulied ;  flie  was  big  with  her  iirfl  child, 
and  at  die  full  expiration  of  her  reckon- 
ing :  Her  midwife  was  with  her,  and  in- 
formed me  that  {he  had  no  labour-pains, 
the  OS  uteri  not  being  at  all  dilated.  She 
was  apparently  of  a  ftrong  habit  of  body, 
and  had  been  remarkably  healthy  during 
the  latter  end  of  pregnancy  :  The  fits,  two 
in  number,  which  had  been  violent,  were 

gone 
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gone  QfF  before  I  favv  her :  Her  pulfe  was 
good,  and  {he  was  perfedly  fenfible  ;  but 
could  oive  no  manner  of  reafon  for  her 
complaint ;  I  ordered  twelve  ounces  of 
blood  to  be  drawn,  and  a  cathartic  clyfter 
to  be  adminiftered  ;  after  which,  (lie  took  a 
bolus,  with  musk  and  opmn,  and  waflied  it 
down  with  the  faline  mixture.  When  I 
law  her  next  day  in  the  afternoon,  ilie 
ieemed  in  a  manner  quite  recovered  ;  but 
had  only  taken  her  medicines  once.  She 
was  delivered  two  days  after  and  did  well^ 

CASE      III. 

O^oZ'^r  the  28th,  1769,  late  at  night,  I 
was  defired  to  villt  Mrs.  A — d — n^  in  Ca-^ 
vendijlo-fquare,  who  was  fuddenly  attacked 
with  convulfions,  the  tliird  day  after  de- 
livery, without  any  apparent  caufe :  She 
was  naturally  of  a  very  chearful,  volatile 
dilpoiltion,  but  ilibjedt  to  a  nervous  tremor 
on  the  nigliteft  occafion.     The  convulfive 

Ipafms^ 
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Ipafms  were  gone  off  before  I  got  there  ; 
but  her  voice  was  tretntdous  and  indiHin^l, 
her  eyes  wild  and  flaring,  and  her  intel- 
lect very  imperfed:;  flie  Avallowed  with 
great  difficulty,  and  her  face  was  much 
altered  from  its  former  appearance :  Her 
pulfe  was  quick,  weak,  and  unequal; 
Ibmetimes  vibrating  with  uncommon  ve- 
locity, and  then  fuddenly  intermitting,^^ 
and  becoming  almoft  imperceptible,  for  the 
Ipace  of  one  or  two  pulfations.  Her  friends 
did  not  know  that  (he  had  been  difturbed, 
nor  could  I  find  by  the  nurfe,  that  any 
tiling  had  been  given  to  eat  or  drink 
which  difagreed  with  her  ;  but  as  I  had  at- 
tended her  before,  and  found  that  opiates 
generally  relieved  her,  I  prefcx*ibed  the  fol» 
lowing  medicines  : 

Vf,  Pil.  e  Sty  race  gf\  vj 
Pulv,  Cajior*  r.   Bfs 

Balfam.  Perwu*  q^  f,  nt  flat  holui  nminu 
pro  re  nata  exhibend.  cum  cochlear,  dmhus 
Jukpi  fequentis. 
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Julep,  e  Camphor,  '^v 

j4q,  Puleg.  fwip,  "^iij 

Spt,  Volat.  foBtid.  '^ij  fiat  Jukpum.- 
Before  feven  in  the  evening,  flie  had 
taken  two  of  the  bolufes,  and  having  had 
ibme  refrefliing  fleep,  waked  ienfible  and 
feemed  better ;  when  I  faw  her  at  that 
time,  her  pulfe  was  alio  more  full  and 
flrong ;  and  as  there  appeared  no  ligns 
of  a  relapfe,  the  application  of  a  blifler 
was  omitted,  to  which  (lie  ieemed  much 
averfe :  I  defired  that  three  ipoonfuls  of 
the  julep  might  now  be  given  occafionally, 
without  the  bolus ;  except  fhe  was  threat- 
ened with  the  convulfions* 

The  next  morning  fhe  was  iini  better, 
having  palled  a  good  night :  In  the  even- 
ing (he  complained  of  a  pain  at  her  fto- 
mach,  but  was  free  from  feverifli  fymp- 
toms,  and  perlpired  gently.  The  emphft» 
Jlomachic.  was  dh*e6led  to  the  pit  of  her 
flomach ;  her  feet  were  wrapped  in  hot 

flarinels^ 
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^anncls,  and  the  ufe  of  the  julep  was 
omitted.  She  now  continued  recovering 
every  day,  but  towards  the  end  of  the 
month,  being  fubje(fl  to  night  fweats  5 
flie  took  a  deco£lion  of  the  cortex,  with 
eJix,  vitriol,  dulc.  which  reftored  her  to 
perfedl  health. 

CASE      IV. 

Sarah  Silhj,  of  a  ftrong  athletic  habit, 
was  delivered  \n  the  Wejlminjhr  hjing-hi 
Hojpitalthe  ;i6th  of  Auguft,  177X.  The 
labour  was  natural,  and  the  flacenta  came 
away  with  eaie  about  an  hour  after  de- 
livery, as  I  was  informed  by  the  gentle- 
man who  at  that  time  attended  the  Hoi^ 
pital;  fhe  appeared  as  well  as  could  be 
expefted  till  nine  in  the  evening,  when 
fhe  complained  of  great  fickneis  and  op- 
preffion  at  her  ftomach,  and  vomited 
a  large  quantity  of  porraceous  bile :  As 
the  ficknefs  did  not  entirely  go  off,  a 
F  u  5i  grain 
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grain  of  emetic  tartar  was  direfted  to 
cleanfe  her  ftomach  more  dioroughly ; 
but  it  did  not  produce  any  ienfible  effe<^» 
About  midnight,  fhe  was  attacked  with 
violent  convulfions,  which  lafled  till  eleven 
o'clock  the  next  day  •  during  wliich  time, 
fhe  had  ten  or  eleven  fits  ;  and  twice  or 
thrice  threw  up  phlegm  mixed  with  clots  of 
blood ;  but  as  file  was  fenfelefs  and  coma* 
toie  in  the  intervals,  it  was  not  poUible 
to  adminifter  any  kind  of  medicine. 

The  27th  in  the  morning,  her  pulie 
was  hard  and  opprefled,  her  ikin  hot  and 
dry,  and  overipread  with  a  deep  yellow, 
as  if  (lie  had  been  ill  with  the  jaundice. 
The  tongue  was  very  foul,  and -had  been 
wounded  by  her  teeth  in  the  convulfive 
paroxyfrns ;  fo  that  it  appeared,  the  blood 
which  Ihe  had  diicharged  did  not  proceed 
from  the  ftomach,  but  only  from  her 
mouth  :  The  abdomen  was  tenle  and  Iwel- 
led,  and  (he  breathed  with  much  diffi-^ 
cujtyj     Ten  ounces  of  bjood  were  imme-^ 

diately 
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cliately  taken  from  the  arm,  and  a  cathartic 
clyjier  was  afterwards  adminiftered.  In 
the  evening  (he  was  better ;  the  clyfler  had 
procured  her  three  fliools,  and  leflened  the 
hardnefs  and  ^veiling  of  her  beiiy , 

I  then  directed  one  of  the  following 
powders,  to  be  taken  every  four  hours, 
and  an  anodyne  draught  to  be  given  the 
lad  thing  at  night  t 

^■' 

Tart,  emet,  gr.  ifs 

Magnes,  alb,  "^ifs  conters  ^  f,  }uh,  m 
Jex  portiones  dividendus, 

^^ 

j^q,  Tukg,  pfi 
Spt*  Volat.  fatid.  "^ij 
T'inct.  T^hehaic,  g*^-  xxx 
Syr,  e  Cort,  Aurant,  Jj  mifce  (6"  fiat 
haujius. 

The  28  th  in  the  morning,  (he  was  fen- 
fible  and  much  relieved ;  her  pulie  was 
more  foft  and  equal;  the  powders  had 
brought  on  a  free  perfpiration,  and  the 

fuffuflon 
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fliffufion  of  bile  on  her  fkin  was  Icfs  per- 
ceptible :  The  opiate  had  alfb  procured 
her  Ibme  refreiliing  fleep ;  but  as  I  oblerv- 
ed  her  liead  was  diibrdered,  and  afFe^led 
with  Tijlupor,  leeches  were  directed  to  be 
applied  to  her  temples  in  the  evening. 

29th.  Better  in  all  reipeds,  and  per- 
feftly  ienflble  ;  but  complained  of  the  fore- 
nefs  of  her  tongue ;  which  was  wafhed 
with  fage-tea  and  honey  :  In  the  evening, 
{he  was  a  little  feverifh,  and  had  mufcu- 
iar  pains  in  different  parts  of  her  body, 
but  remained  perfeftly  fenfible.  The  anti- 
monial  powders  were  continued, 

3Qth,  The  preceding  night's  reft,  and 
a  free  perfpkatiori,  had  remedied  her  yes- 
terday's complaints :  Nothing  was  now 
given  but  nourifliing  food  of  eafy  digef- 
tion,  by  which,  her  ftrength  fenfibly  in- 
creafed,  and  in  a  few  days  flie  perfectly 
recovered. 

CASE 
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Case    v. 

That  part  of  the  following  cafe,  which 
relates  to  the  cliiFerent  circumftances  of 
labour,  I  took  from  the  minutes  of  one 
of  my  pupils,  who  then  attended  in  rota- 
tion and  delivered  the  patient ;  the  reft  is 
let  down  according  to  the  bed  of  my  re- 
colled:ion. 

Am  PhilipSy  on  llmrfday  morning,  the 
27th  of  Fcbru^iry,  1772,  about  two  o'clock^ 
was  brought  into  the  Hojpital,  with  fymp- 
toms  of  approaching  labour ;  the  waters 
were  difcharged  the  preceding  evenings 
but  her  pains  were  inconfiderable  ;  though 
at  laft  they  became  flronger ;  and  return- 
ing by  fliorter  intervals,  brought  thjc  head 
below  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  which  was 
narrow :  about  three  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, her  pains  were  ftill  more  frequent, 
but  of  (horter  duration ;  notwithilanding, 
the  head  made  Ibme  finall  advances,  and 
continued   to   do  fb    until  about    eight 

o'clock  I 
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o'clock;  when  it  was  totally  difcngagedl 
from  the  uterus,  and  the  birth  was  ex- 
pecfled  at  every  pain.  Her  pulle  was  now 
ilrong,  full,  and  frequent ;  as  it  had  con- 
tinued duiing  the  day  ;  when,  after  chang- 
ing the  fituation  of  her  body,  which  was 
unfavourable,  flie  feemed  rather  fatigued, 
and  was  fuddcnly  leized  with  convuljivs 
fpafms  in  both  legs,  wliich  quickly  in- 
creafed,  and  loon  affefted  her  whole  body : 
Her  pulfe,  during  the  fit,  was  imall  and 
very  quick ;  (he  had  feemingly  great  anx- 
iety and  oppreffion  about  the  prsecordia ; 
and  the  urine  was  diicharged  infenfibly  ; 
The  Ipafoi  continued  about  ten  minutes, 
when  (he  was  apparently  quite  recovered ; 
her  pulle  alio  grew  ftronger,  but  her  pains 
were  manifeftly  interrupted,  and  much 
weaker.  The  convulfions  returned  by 
intervals  of  near  an  hour,  and  were  of 
longer  duration,  'tUl  about  twelve  o'clockj 
when  (he  was  delivered.  She  was  after- 
wards much  better ;   but  her  fits  again 

returned 
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returned  in  half  an  hour  with  greater 
violence  than  ever  ;  her  intellects,  du- 
ring the  intervals,  being  aKb  very  im- 
perfedl. 

Eight  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  away, 
and  the  following  bolus  direfted  to  be  given 
immediately  after,  and  repeated  as  occa- 
lion  fhould  require  : 

ExtraB»  Thebaic,  gr,  ip 

Mofib,   Bfs 

Confed.  Alhrnu  q^  f.  ut  fiat  bolus* 
She  was  llrongly  convuHed  in  the  night 
J[everal  times,  and  by  its^Qw  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  had  thirteen  fits,  from  the  firfl 
attack ;  about  nine  flie  was  better,  but 
complained  of  much  pain  in  her  head,  and 
foreneis  all  over  her  body. 

An  emollient  clyiler  was  adminlfteredj 
and  her  temples  were  bathed  with  warm 
vinegar,  the  fumes  of  which,  fhe  alfo 
drew  up  her  nofe :  Her  head  being  af- 
fe(^ed,  the  opiau  was  omitted,  but  about 
%.  s  nine 
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nine  at  night,  it  was  repeated,  left  there 
Ihould  be  a  return  of  the  convnliions. 
The  next  morning,  (he  was  much  better  in 
all  relpedls ;  had  found,  refrefhing  fleep 
in  the  night,  and  perJ[J3ired  freely.  From 
this  time,  the  fymptoms  of  wealaieis  gra- 
dually went  off,  and  in  a  few  days  fhe  was 
perfec^lly  recovered. 

CASE       VL 

I  was  favoured  with  the  particulars  of 
the  following  cafe,  by  Mr.  if /,  an  apo- 
thecary in  town,  who  pra^liles  midwifery, 
and  at  whofe  requeft  I  was  fent  for,  at 
the  time  the  patient  was  fei^ed  with  con- 
vailfions. 

Mrs.  Jf— — ^,  the  wife  of  a  tradefinau 
in  James-JIreer,  Covent-Garden  ;  about  tMrty 
years  of  age,  of  a  robuft,  plethoric  habit 
and  perfectly  healthy ;  being  pregnant 
with  her  iirft  clnld,  was  ieized  with  cojivul- 
fions  at  the  expiration  of  her  fiiU  time,  and 

during 
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during  labour,  viz.  the  loth  of  March, 
lyyz  :  Her  pulfe  was  full,  and  her  pains 
feemed  natural,  but  fo  moderate,  that  (lie 
was  not  at  firft  exammed  by  die  touch : 
In  lefs  than  an  hour,  (lie  was  taken  with  a 
reaching,  without  any  apparent  cauie,  and 
complained  of  pain  at  her  ftomach :  A 
little  warm  caudle  was  given  her,  which 
was  inftantly  thrown  up ;  the  pain  at  her 
ftomach  became  violent,  and  the  vomiting 
increafed ;  about  half  an  hour  after,  flie 
was  leized  with  ftrong  convulfwns,  wliich 
ceafed  by  intervals ;  (he  vomited  with  great 
violence,  and  leveral  times  threw  up  a 
large  quantity  of  flimy  fluid  mixed  with 
blood. 

During  this  time,  there  were  no  figiis 
of  labour,  the  os  uteri  being  rigid  and 
quite  clofed :  Every  paroxyfin  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  feeming  profound  deep,  at- 
tended with  fnoring,  or  rather  fnorting, 
together  with  a  diicharge  of  foam  from  her 
mouth,  mixed  with  blood,  She  was  in  this 
Xx  2  lituation 
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iituation  when  I  firft  faw  her.;Tvvelve  ounces 
of  blood  were  immediately  taken  away,  a 
hlijlering  plajier  was  applied  to  the  nape  of 
her  neck,  and  finapifins  to  the  foles  of  her 
feet :  I  alfo  prefcribed  a  bolus,  with  musk 
and  opium,  which  being  diUblved,  was 
fwallowed  with  fome  difficulty.  She  con- 
tinued fpeechlels  and  infeniible,  as  flie 
had  been  from  the  firft  attack ;  but  the 
convulfions  left  her,  and  the  labour-pains 
grew  ftronger ;  the  os  uteri  then  dilated, 
and  the  child  advanced  at  every  pain,  in- 
fomuch  that  the  birth  was  Ipeedily  ex- 
peded :  On  a  Ridden,  the  pulfe  iunk,  and 
her  ftrength  being  perceived  to  leilen  every 
moment ;  the  child,  wliich  was  dead,  was 
extracted  by  the  forceps,  and  in  about  three 
hours  after  (he  expired, 

I  could  not  perceive  that  the  tongue  was 
wounded,  as  it  frequently  is  in  liich  cafes ; 
and  therefore,  was  afraid  that  the  blood 
difeharged  from  the  mouth  proceeded 
from  a  niptured  veilel  in  the  ftomach ; 

Qtherwile 
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otherwile  an  emetic  would  have  been  pro- 
per;  iince  the  vaft  quantity  of  glaiiy 
gaflric  fluid  thrown  up,  denoted  fomething 
amifs  in  that  part ;  which,  like  the  urinary 
bladder,  when  irritated  by  a  ftone ;  or 
the  inteftines  when  any  painful  ftimulus  is 
applied,  feparate  the  fame  kind  of  mucus 
in  great  abundance. 

CASE      VIL 

y^ugufi  the  1 2th  1772,  at  {even  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  I  was  deiired,  as  loon  as 
poffible,  to  vifit  a  gentlewoman  at  Lambeth, 
who  was  feized  with  convulilons,  and  fiip- 
poied  to  be  in  labour,  Ker  fkfl  midwife, 
ieeing  the  ftate  fhe  was  in,  and  fearing,  I 
ilippofe,  that  fhe  would  die,  pretended 
bufinefs  elfewhere,  and  left  her.  The 
midwife,  who  was  afterwards  fent  for,  be-' 
ing  prefent,  informed  me  that  her  pains 
were  very  inconfiderable,  and  that  the  gs 
Uteri  was  but  very  little  dilated.     Her  nails 

were 
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were  black,  and  her  arms  had  repeatedly 
been  drawn  up  with  great  violence  towards 
her  body,  as  if  affected  with  the  cramp. 
She  complained  of  intolerable  pain  in  her 
bowels,  and  was  much  opprefled  with  wind 
at  her  flomach,  which  was  tenfe  and  f\vcl- 
led  ;  her  pulie  was  quick  and  irregular : 
and  I  was  told  befides,  that  (he  had  long 
laboured  under  great  anxiety  of  mind  and 
deje^ion  ofipirits,  as  well  as  bodily  pain* 
Her  extremities  were  ordered  to  be  gently 
rubbed  with  warm  cloths,  and  afterwards 
to  be  wrapped  up  in  hot  flannels  ;  I  di- 
rected the  following  draught,  and  alfo  an 
emollient  clyfler  to  be  adminiflered : 
]>• 

Gonfeii.  cardiac,  ^p 

j^q,  Menth.  pip.  Jimp,  ^ijs 

Nucis  Mofchat,  ^iij 

Tir,Sl.  Thebaic,  gf^-  xx 

Syr,  e  Mecon,  ^j  fiat  baujlus  amdjnus 
quamprimum  exhibendtis,. 

As. 
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As  fhe  continued  in  great  pain,  and 
ibme  fymptoms  of  convulfivs fpajhis  appeal'^ 
ing  in  the  evening ;  feven  ounces  o^  blood 
were  then  taken  awav*  and  the  anodvne 
draught  was  repeated  3  She  difcharged 
large  quantities  of  wind  from  her  flomacb, 
and  was  lb  much  relieved  from  her  pain^ 
that  die  fell  iiito  a  profound  jQeep,  and 
^^as  much  belter  in  all  reipe^s  the  next 
morning ;  after  which  her  labour-pains 
came  on,  and  being  happily  delivered 
about  one  o'clock  the  fame  day,  flie  fooi^ 
perfectly  recovered* 

Dr.  Gauhius,  in  his  adveriaria,  mentions 
the  internal  ufe  of  the  jRowers  ofzinc^  and 
informs  us  tjiat  he  direfed  them  with  fuc* 
cefs  in  the  cure  of  convulfive  and  fpaf?nodk 
difeafes  ;  but  fuch  is  the  almofl  infinite  va- 
riety of  cauies  from  wlience  convulfions 
may  proceed,  that  what  will  relieve  or 
totally  remove  them  in  one,  will  not  be 
found  in  the  lead  beneficial  to  another  ; 
a,nd  I  think  it  flill  remains  for  furdier  ex- 
perience 
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perience  to  determine,  whether  their  me- 
dicinal efFe(n:s  in  inch  cales  are  to  be  de- 
pended upon  or  not.  Six  grains  of  the 
flowers  of  zinc  may  be  mixed  with  a 
dram  of  fine  fugar ;  and  being  divided 
into  fix  parts,  one  of  them  may  be  given 
thrice  a-day,  or  oftener  as  occafion  re- 
quires. 

Next  to  uterine  Haemorrhages  and  Con- 
vulfions  ;  the  Plmrijy,  Dyfentery  and  Small- 
Pox^  delerve  attention,  as  difeafes  of  a  very 
defbructive  nature  to  women  during  preg-- 
nancy :  But  as  they  have  been  fully  and 
judicioufly  confidered  by  authors  of  the 
greateft  eminence  ;  I  fhall  only  take  a  cur- 
lory  view  of  them,  in  order  to  fhew  how 
much  their  dangerous  tendency  is  then 
increaled  ;  as  well  as  to  point  out  fbme  pe- 
culiarity of  treatment,  which  they  at  this 
time  require. 

As  a  fii'm  and  compacfi:  flate  of  the  £0^- 
lids  are  obierved  to  produce  acute  difeafes; 
fb  lax  fibres  and  a  delicate  habit  dilpofe 

the 
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the  body  to  thole  of  the  chronic  kind.  Wo- 
men, therefore,  are  found  to  be  much  leis 
fubjed:  to  the  pleurij)  than  men ;  and 
thofe  who  have  a  bad  digeilion  and 
phlegmatic  conflitution,  are  leldom  af- 
fe£led  with  it  at  all;  according  to  that 
aphorifin  of  Hippocrates  :  ^i  acidtirn  eruc- 
tant,  raro  pleuritici  fiint. 

Although  ftrong  mafculine  women  who 
ule  hard  exercife,  and  where  the  menles 
have  been  deficient,  are  much  oftener  vL 
ilted  with  it  than  others  ;  I  have  feen  two 
or  thre.e  inftances  where  thofe  of  a  very 
contrary  kind  were  alfb  violently  afred:ed*. 
The  produftion  of  the  dileale,  and  its 
fymptoms,  may  therefore,  probably  fome- 
times  arife  from  a  defed;  of  the  vis  vir£, 
as  well  as  from  excefs  of  it ;  for  in- 
ftance,  where  the  quantity  of  animal  fluids 
is  much  leflened,  in  valetudinary,  exhauft- 
ed  women,  fb  is  their  ftrength  likewife  ; 
and  confequently,  four  ounces  of  blood, 
Y  y  ,    which 

*  Vide  Ck'ild'bed  Fcv:r,  page  223, 
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which  fhall  accidently  become  redundant, 
will  render  fuch  women  as  plethoric,  and 
over-load  their  vellels  as  much  at  one  time, 
as  double  that  quantity  would  have  done 
at  another,  wlien  they  were  ftronger. 

In  the  begfinnino-  of  the  difeaie,  the 
pulfe  is  commonly  hard,  full,  and  ftrong  ; 
but  ^vhen  the  pain  in  the  fides  becomes 
acute,  and  reipiration  very  difficult,  it 
then  lofes  its  firmnefs,  and  grows  more 
foft  and  weak ;  and  as  the  blood  cannot 
now  pais  freely  through  the  lungs,  they 
will  begin  to  participate  of  the  inflamma- 
tion ;  and  the  pkurijy  will  then  be  com- 
plicated with  the  -peripnmmGny* 

Without  this  diftin^lion,  and  a  particu- 
lar regard  to  the  alteration  of  the  pulfe  ; 
hkeding  would  often  be  omitted,  as  im- 
proper, even  when  moft  conducive  to  the 
patient's  lafety,  by  preventing  a  mortal  fif- 
location ;  for  (he  is  often  cut  ofr  by  the 
diiilculty  of  breathing,  and  the  conie- 
quent  obilrucllQii  of  the  blood  in  the  lungs, 

before 
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before  the  inflammation  has  brouo-ht 
on  any  colleclion  of  matter  in  the  thorax* 
The  indication  of  cure,  is  therefore,  ra- 
ther to  be  taken  from  refpirationj  than  the 
ftate  of  the  pulle,  wliich  manifeiliy  depends 
upon  the  former. 

Serviiis  who  opened  a  great  number  of 
thole  v/ho  died  of  the  pkicrify  at  Rome, 
always  found  one  lobe  of  the  lungs  cor- 
rupted ;  but  the  pleura  was  either  flightly 
afFed:ed,  or  altogether  untouched  by  the 
inflammation. 

In  mod  acute  fevers  of  the  inflammatory 
kind  ;  fcarcely  any  thing  is  required,  be- 
iides  well-timed  evacuations,  with  plenti- 
fill  dilution ;  and  therefore,  bleeding, 
gentle  laxatives,  and  the  faline  mixture 
v/ith  nitre,  will  here  be  proper ;  eipeci- 
ally,  when  the  ikin  is  dry,  and  the  puke 
hard  and  full. 

When  the  patient  is  much   relieved  in 

the  beginning,  by  a  proflife  perlpiration, 

y  y  s  and 
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and  the  pulie  becomes  more  foft  and  free  \ 
or  where  (he  is  benefited  by  expectoration 
in  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe ;  bleeding 
does  not  feem  necellary  ;  but  it  may  be 
^dv^antageouily  dired:ed  at  all  times,  when- 
ever a  dangerous  difficulty  of  breathing 
fuddcnly  comes  on  :  Under  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  it  is  as  ^-a^g  and  requiiite  in  women 
with  child,  as  others ;  and  even  more  £oy 
ill  thoie  who  are  young,  and  naturally  of 
a  plethoric  habit  of  body,  and  who  are 
not  advanced  beyond  the  fourth  month  of 
fregnancy  ;  for  the  embryo  being  then  linall, 
and  not  requiring  the  whole  quantity  of 
redundant  blood ;  nature  often  finds  means 
to  carry  it  oiF  by  tlie  vagina,  left  it  (hould 
over-fill  the  veilels,  and  injure  the  con- 
flitution.. 

Where  expectoration  is  fapprefled,  and 
a  difficulty  of  breathing  conies  on ;  Baglivi. 
recommends  the  application  of  blifters  to 
the  iniide  o^  the  legs  ;  and  aKo  mentioiis 
the  remarkable  good  effeds  of  warm,  di- 

luthig 
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luting  fluids,  taken  often  and  in  fmall 
quantities.  For  tliis  purpofe,  nothing  can 
be  better  calculated  than  the  decocJ.  pec- 
tor.  with  nitre  ;  and  if  the  (team  of  wann 
water  is  frequently  drawn  into  the  lungs 
with  the  breath,  it  will  be  found  very 
beneficial. 

If  the  pain  is  extremely  acute  dur- 
ing relpu'ation  ;  {\vathing  or  binding  the 
thorax  with  a  broad  circular  bandao;e,  will 
often  procure  great  relief;  by  preventing 
the  elevation  of  the  fternum,  and  the 
diftenfion  of  the  aifecfied  parts  ;  for  then, 
breathing  is  principally  carried  on  by  a 
greater  deprefhon  of  the  diaphragm,  at 
each  infpiration ;  but  this  application  would 
be  higlily  improper  in  gravid  wo?nen,  where 
the  whole  abdominal  cavity  being  taken 
up  by  the  inlargcd  uterus,  the  motion  of 
the  lungs  wouid^  in  a  manner,  be  fup- 
prefled,  and  the  patient  fLiifocated.  Eme- 
tics, for  the  fame  reafon,  fhould  alfo  be 
omitted,    or  given   with    ereat  caution  - 

efpecially 
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efpecially  in  full  habits,  before  bleeding, 
or  where  figns  of  a  delirium  appear. 

To  promote  expecloration,  -either  of  the 
following  medicines  may  be  direfted,  ac- 
cording to  the  degree  of  inflammation^ 
and  the  nature  of  the  fymptoms : 

01.  Lini  per  exprefs.  '^iij 
Spt,  Sal,  ammoniac,  g^^-  xx 
Aq^.  Ptileg.  fimp.  '^ifs 
Oxjmel.  Scillit,  "^jficit  hauftus  ^taqua^^ 
bora  fimiendus. 

Sal.  Ah  ft  nth.  3i 

Sticc.  Limon.  '^fs 

Sperm.  Ceti  folut,  '^fs 

Aq.  Hyfop.  "^x 

SjT.  halfamic  5/ j^^/  hauftus. 
The  application  of  a  blifteri?ig  plafter  to 
the  affefted  part,  feems  moft  rational  after 
bleeding,  &c.  but  where-ever  the  pain  is 
fixed,  and  fo  acute,  as  to  occaiion  much 
difficulty  of  breathing  in  the  beginning  ; 

it 
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it  may  then  be  dire&d  with  great  fafety 
and  advantage,  as  I  have  obferved  feveral 
times.  In  (liort,  the  treatment  of  this 
diieafe  in  pregnant  zuomcn,  vj'ith  fome  few 
exceptions,  is  nearly  the  fame  as  in  thofe 
who  are  not  fo ;  although  the  event  is  much 
more  dangerous  ;  according  to  Hippocrates , 
viz.  Muliere?n  m  titer 0  gerentem,  ah  aciito 
(iliqiio  morho  corripi,  lethale, 

Mrs.  M-y-les  of  Weftminfier,  aged  thirty- 
two,  and  of  a  weakly  conftitution;  in 
the  fourth  month  of  her  pregnancy,  was 
leized  \Nil\i  an  aaite,  inflammatory  fever  \ 
iiippofed  to  have  been  communicated  by 
her  hufband,  v/lio  was  then  recovering: 
from  a  dangerous  illnefs  of  the  like  kind, 
wjiich  had  confined  him  to  his  room 
three  weeks.  I  was  deiired  to  viiit  her 
the  2 1  ft  of  Jidyy  1772  ;  her  pulfe  was 
frequent  and  fomewhat  full,  her  tongue 
foul,  and  her  thirjQ;  immoderate ;  ftie 
complained  of  the  head-ach,  which  had 
continued    violent    from    the  beginning, 

and 
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and  prevented  her  having  reft.  Being  ill 
near  a  week  before  I  faw  her,  fome  medi- 
cines had  been  given,  and  a  blifler  ap- 
plied :  As  I  was  informed  diere  were  figns 
of  an  intermiiTion  towards  the  morning, 
I  directed  the  followirig  draught : 

SaL  Abfnith.  Bi 

Succ,  Limon.  '^fs  mifce  <h'  cijfimd, 

Decocl.  Periiv.  Cort,  §i 

Ail.    Cinn.  fimp.    "^iij  flat   hatiftus   ^ta. 
q:iaq,  bora  cxhibendus. 

Her  complaints  continued  without  much 
alteration  the  two  following  days  ;  but  on 
the  twenty-fourth,  the  pulie  was  hard,  the 
hands  tremulous,  and  her  eyes  appeared 
bright  and  inflamed  ;  flie  was  delirious  by 
turns,  and  raved  much  in  the  night,  which 
(lie  pailed  without  fleep.  Eight  ounces  of 
blood  were  taken  from  the  arm,  and  an 
emollient  clyfter  was  adminiftered  ;  (lie  af- 
terwards took  one  of  the  follov/ing  pow- 
ders. 
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clers,  wliich  was  ordered  to  be  repeated  iii 
three  houi's,  if  the  firft  produced  no  fen- 
lible  effeft : 

r>  . 

Tai'X,  cfnet.  gr,  ij 


ignes,    alh.   "^fs  contcre  (^r^  fiat  Piilv-.  m 
fcx  partes  dividends 

The  25th,  the  febrile  fymptonis  feem- 
"ed  to  abate,  andilie  was  fomethmg  better, 
having  had  refrefhing  lleep  ibon  after 
bleeding,  the  preceding  daj^;  The  pow^ 
der  foil  given  proved  gently  emetic,  jand 
afterw^ards  produGedamoiflore  on  the  ildn ; 
her  piiMe  being  alfo  £Q^lev  ■;  the  draught, 
which  was  iiril:  prefcribed,  was  .again  re- 
peated every  four  ,or  five  hours. 

On  the  27th,  ilie  ^vas  iLill  mor^  cool  and 
free  from  fever,  but  extremely  weak  and 
languid ;  and  as  the  urine  depoiited  a  copi- 
ous iedimeiit^  I  then  prefcribed  the  follow- 
ing draught,  and  de&ed  that  weak  broth 
and  light  nourifhment  miglit  be  given  as 
^ften  as  her  ftomach  vv  ould  bear. 

Z  z  R.  Dcco.n.  ■ 


362  NATURE  and  TREATMENT  of 

r> 

Decoii.  Peruvian.  Cort.  pfe 

Extrad.  cjufd.  mcU,  Bi 

ylq,  Cifin,  fpt,  "^iij 
Syr,   e  Cort.  Aurant*   5/  Jiat  J?auftus  ^t^ 
bora  exhihcndiis. 

She  continued  tills  medicine  upwards  of 
a  week  5  and  gradually  gaining  flrength 
every  day,  at  laft  perfeftly  recovered  with^ 
out  abortion ;  being,  at  this  time,  in  the 
ninth  month  of  her  pregnancy, 

A  preternatura.1  inteftinal  dilcharge  is 
ufually  called  diarrhcea,  but  when  mixed 
with  blood,  and  attended  with  pain  and 
fever,  it  is  then  termed  a  Dyfentery  or  bloody 
flux :  This  difeafe  may  arife  from  ob-^ 
ftrucled  peripiration  ;  corrupted  food,  or 
ftrong,  draftic  purgatives  ;  it  may  alio  be 
communicated  by  infection  ;  or  brought  on 
by  fliarp  humours,  which  vellicate  the  in^ 
terior  furface  of  the  inteilines,  and  deter^ 
mine  the  blood  in  top  large  a  quantity  to 
^heir  tencler  veileiso 

There 
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There  have  been  fbnie  few  inflances 
where  blood  was  obferved  to  proceed  from 
the  inteflnies,  without  any  pain  or  lofs  of 
ilrength  ;  and  where  the  ilidden  iiippref- 
iion  of  this  flux  produced  very  danger- 
ous fymptoms,  viz.  a  vertigo,  epilepfy, 
or  even  madneis.  It  may  therefore  be 
reafonably  llippofed,  that  fuch  evacuations 
were  truly  critical,  and  fupplied  the  M^ant 
of  fome  other  difcharge ;  as  that  of  the 
bleeding  piles,  or  perhaps,  the  redundant 
blood,  which  is  fometlmes  carried  off  by 
the  vellels  of  the  vagina,  in  the  firft  months 
of  pregnancy.  Where  the  ftools  are  fam- 
ous and  fosdd,  attended  vvith  pain,  fever, 
and  tenefmus ;  it  v\^ould  be  equally  impro- 
per to  put  an  early  frop  to  the  difcharge. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  didinguilli  between 
the  hssmorrhoidal  flux,  and  clyfenteric 
blood ;  as  the  firft  is  generally  evacuated 
vvith  inconfiderable  pain,  which  is  local 
and  confined  to  the  reftum  ;  whereas,  in 
the  dyientery,  the  pain  is  often  very 
Z  z  2  acute 
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acute  and  univer£\l :  B elides,  in  the  fise- 
moniiaids  ;  the  blood  is  voided  iirft,  biiu 
ill  the  other  diicafe,  it  is  either  mixed  ^vith 
fcsces,  or  comes  a-;^^ay  afterwards  by  the 
efforts  of  ftraiiiiiig. 

When  pain  in  the  bowels  is  violent  and 
excruciating,  but  not  foon  followed  by 
ftoolsy  it  may  alwa3^s  be  looked  upon  as 
a  very  dangerous  figUj.  which  fhews  that  the 
fmall  intefdnes  are  affefted  ;  and  if  the  pa- 
tient is  not  foon  relievedy  or  particularly, 
if  a  diiSculty  of  fwallowing  and  hiccough 
come  on  ;  it  denotes  a  martification,  and 
iliews  that  death  is  at  hand^ 

If  the  difeafe  is  long  protra£led,.  the 
inteflines  lofe  their  retentive  and  ab- 
ibrbent  power  ;  and  the  food  taken  intO' 
the  ftoniach,  inftead  of  beinf;  diofefted  and 
its  fineil  pajts  converted  inta  chyle,  for  the 
Hom'ifliment  of  the  body,  is  hurried  thro'' 
die  infiamed  inteflines  ;  wlilch,  being  drip- 
ped of  their  mucus  and  excoriated,  are  af- 
fe^Sted   with  pain  and  tormina,  from  the 

acrinioiiv 
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pxiimony  of  their  contents :  Hence,  as 
the  blood  is  deprived  of  attemperating 
iinids,  the  fecretion  of  zirinc  and  pcrfpi- 
r  at  ion  becomes  defeflive  ;  and  the  patient 
^vill  be  nearly  in  the  fame  fituation  as  one 
after  long  failing  ;  confequently,  from  the 
rancid  acrimony  prevailing  in  the  body  ; 
this  difeaie,  towards  its  conckiilon,  like 
mod  others,  will  become  of  the  putrid 
kind. 

In  this  difordered  (late  of  the  female 
habit,  the  ffrtiis  in  titcro  being  robbed  of 
its  nouriiliment  wdll  die ;  and  the  pla- 
cmtary  vejTcby  which  derive  their  energy 
and  abforbing  power  from  it,  will  now 
fepafate  from  the  womb,  like  blighted 
fruit  in  vegetables,  and  the  patient  ^vill 
niilcarry. 

Althougli  the  caiife  of  this  dileafe  is  dif- 
ferent ;  tiie  treatment  of  it  is  ^o  flmilar  to 
tliat  of  die  obflinate  diarrhoea  attendin^^ 
the  Child-hed  Fever y  that  I  fliall  not  trouble 
x\\Q.  reader  with  a  repetition  of  what  is 

laid 


i 


366  NATURE  and  TREATMENT  of 

laid  down  on  diat  fabjec^ ;  but  only  ob-» 
ferve,  diat  in  thofe  cafes  where,  from 
die  patient's  exceiUve  pain,  one  might  have 
been  tempted  to  dire6l  opiates,  they  have 
feidom  procured  lading  eafe  ;  eipecially 
in  the  early  flate  of  this  dilbrder  ;  but  on 
the  contraiy,  often  increafe  the  oppreffion 
at  the  ftomach  and  pain  in  the  bowels,  by 
leilening  then*  expulfive  motion  and  lock- 
ing up  thofe  corrupted,  offending  humours 
which  ought  to  be  carried  off.  Therefore, 
laxative  medicines  which  pafs  without  much 
irritation,  with  rice-water  for  common 
di'ink,  and  the  frequent  ufe  of  emoUient 
clytlers,  or  thofe  made  with  ftarch,  &c» 
where  the  mucus  of  the  inteitines  is 
abraded,  will  generally  be  found  to  afford 
I'elief. 

Where  the  habit  is  plethoric,  and  much 
pain  or  fever  attend ;  the  cure  fliould  com- 
mence with  the  iofs  of  blood,  otherv/ife, 
it  will  not  be  abfolutely  neceflary.  Gentle 
emetics,  fuch  as  the  following,  may  then 

be 
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be  given  two  or  thi'ee  times ;  by  inter- 
vals of  three  or  four  days,  as  the  ftrength 
will  permit ; 

Tan,  emct,  gr.  v. 

Magnes,  alb,  ^fe 

Aq.  Alex.  fwip.  ^vi 
OxymeL  Scillit,  ^ft  fiat  miflura   aijus  fir 
mat  Cochkaria  duo,  ohlata  occafiione. 

When  the  above  medicine  does  not  acft 
as  an  emetic,  it  generally  proves  gently 
cathartic,  or  opens  the  cutaneous  pores ; 
wliich  will  be  found  greatly  to  afTift  in  the 
cure ;  the  fympathy  between  the  fl^in  and 
bowels  being  very  remarkable  ;  as  may  be 
oblerved  in  condimptive  habits  ;  for  the 
habitual  diarrhoea  which  then  often  attends 
is  almofl  conftantly  better  or  v,^orfe,  as  the 
colliquative  iweats  are  more  or  lefs  pro- 
fule.  During  the  intervals,  either  of  the 
following  medicines  may  be  given  twice 
a-day,  or  oftner,  according  x.o  the  nature 
of  the  fymptoms,   or  violence  of  the  dif. 

charge ; 
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cliarge  ;  and  if  the  patient  is  much  hara{^ 
fed  with  pnin,  and  can  get  no  reft  ;  thuty 
or  forty  drops  of  die  thebaic  tindwe  may 
be  ocGallonally  added  to  the  clyfter  : 

'Pulv.  Rhei.  gr.  viij 

Confcd'.  cardiac,  Bi  fat  Bolus. 

Puh.  Gall.  Alep, 

' Nucis  Mofchat,  aa  Bfs 

Syr.  e  Mecon.  q.  f  ut  fat  Bolus, 
When  this  difcafe  is  not  attended  with 
pain  or  fever^  it  tlien  often  ariies  from 
weaknefs  and  relaxation  of  the  bov/els ; 
and  therefore,  opiates  and  mild  aftringents 
may  be  direcSled:  The  following  bolus, 
or  fomething  of  the  like  kind  may  be 
given  fsvice  a-day,  with  a  tea-cupfiil  of 
aq,  calcis,  to  which,  milk  may  be  added 
in  the  quantity  of  a  thii'd  part.  A  flan- 
nel iliift  may  alfo  be  wore  next  the  ildn, 
and  the  feet  ought  to  be  kept  extremely 
ivarm: 

R.  Puh, 
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Ptilv.,  e  Siiccin.  a  gt\  x 
ConfiB.  €arcUac,  Bi  fiat  Bolus-, 
A  lady  ia  Great  ^een-Street,  near  twen- 
ty-one years  of  age,  and  of  a  very  delicate 
habit  of  body ;  in  the  feventh  month  of 
pregnancy,  was  affecfbed  with  a  diarrhoea, 
ii'om  anxiety  of  mind.  Though  (he  took 
opiates  and  other  medicines,  it  continued, 
almofl  without  intermiffion,  'till  the  mid- 
dle of  the  eighth  month ;  when  the  pain 
in  her  bowels  became  very  violent,  and 
blood  with  mucus  was  difcharged  with  the 
ftools  :  She  was  alfo  oppreilcd  with  great 
ficknels  at  her  ftomach,  and  often  threw 
up  large  quantities  of  ropy  yellow  phlegm 
mixed  with  blood.  Slie  had  very  little 
appetite,  or  natural  reft;  complained  much 
of  the  head-ach,  and  laboured  under  a 
flow  fever  and  he^lic  heats,  after  taking 
the  leaft  nouriftiment ;  Her  pulfe  ^yas  very 
languid  and  unequal;  in  fliort,  (lie  was 
reduced  to  the  laft  degree  of  weaknels. 

3  A  The 
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The  opiates,  wMch  I  at  firR  diredled,  icarce-- 
iy  procured  her  any  fleep  or  lafting  eale ;. 
neither  was  the  frequency  of  her  flools  aba-- 
ted;  being  conRantly  diflurbed  ^Qwen  or 
eight  times  in  the  nighty  and  during  the 
twenty-four  hours,  had  fometimes  fixteen 
or  eighteen  motions,  though  at  laft,  nothing 
was  voided  but  a  red,  glair}"  fubftance,  like 
flakes  of  half-putrefied  fiefh*  I  then  pre-f 
Icribedtlie  following  pmvders;  one  of  which? 
fhe  took  in  rice-water  twice  a-day,  for  two^ 
or  three  days  ilicceffively ;  they  were  then 
omitted  for  a  day  or  two,,  and  afterwards 
again  repeated :  The  firfl  powder  made 
her  fick,  but  did  not  prove  emetic,,  and 
although  they  always  checked  the  looien^fs, 
it  never  totally  went  off  till  within  a  few 
days  after  delivery ;  at  which  time  flie  was 
better  in  all  relpecls,  and  free  from  pain  %  < 

Tan.  emet<r  gf\  ij 

Pulv.  Contrayer.  c,  52  fedtik  center e  if 
fiat  fulvis  in  px  partes  dividendus^ 

Opiates 


CONVULSIOKS,    6^^.     371 

Opiates  and  abforbents  were  given  in 
the  intervals,  without  much  relief;  flarch 
clyflers  were  aKb  adminiflered,  and  her 
common  drink  was  rice-water,  with  the 
addition  of  gum  arable,  which  agreed  with 
her  better  than  any  tiling  eHe, 

The  third  day  after  delivery,  the  purg- 
ing commenced  with  as  much  violence  as 
€ver,  attended  with  excruciating  pain  in 
her  bowels ;  the  ftools  being  very  foetid, 
and  mixed  with  blood  as  before.  The 
next  day,  her  pain  was  ftill  exceffive,  and 
the  purging  continued:  Her  nails  began 
to  turn  black ;  fhe  was  feized  with  a  flii- 
vering  fit,  and  immediately  fell  into  con- 
vidfiom,  which  lafted  upwards  of  an  hour ; 
her  body  being  agitated  at  different  times 
with  great  violence.  As  the  fit  went  off, 
and  flic  feemed  much  better,  I  was  not 
fent  for  till  the  eighth  day,  at  which 
time  the  purging  returned,  and  the  acute 
pain  in  her  bowels  threv^  her  into  another 
fit,  wjiich  for  a  time,  deprived  her  of  all 
3  A  :^  fenfe. 
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fenfe.  OBoher  the  17th,  1772,  I  direfed 
ftarch  clyfters,  with  twenty  drops  of  tind:, 
thebaic,  to  be  given  twice  a-day,  but  in 
finall  quantities  and  only  milk-warm ;  her 
body  and  limbs  were  wrapped  in  warm 
flannels ;  and  as  I  obferved  that  nothing 
relieved  her  fo  much  as  the  powders  fhe 
had  before  taken  ;  they  were  again  repeat- 
ed :  She  was  better  after  the  iccond  pow» 
cler ;  both  the  pain  and  diarrhoea  being 
feniibly  abated.  To  avoid  the  danger  of 
a  relaple,  the  powders  were  continued 
once  or  twice  a-day  for  upwards  of  a 
%veek ;  and  with  care  and  proper  nou- 
rifhment,  ilie  gradually  recovered.  To' 
wards  the  end  of  the  month,  fhe  took 
the  following  draught  night  and  moru'^ 
ing,  for  ten  days  1 

Cort,  finm,  Fulv,  ^/} 

FoL  Rojar,  rub.  fuc^ 

Cort»  Cinn.  aa  '^i 

^q,  hiUient.  ^x  pofi  macer'M,  idon.  cola. 
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Mitjus  colat,  yfs 

TinB,  Japonic,  ^iij 

ConfeB,  Alkcrm,  5/  fiat  hatijlus  noBeq* 
mane  exhihendiis. 

This  medicine  affifted  her  greatly,  by 
ftrengthening  the  bowels  and  increaiing 
her  appetite,  and  at  lafl  (lie  was  reftored  to 
her  former  ftate  of  health ;  but  from  catch- 
ing cold,  or  other  accidental  caufes  is  ftill 
apt  to  be  jQightly  affected  with  her  former 
comDlaint. 

JL 

The  late  illuftrious  Baron  Van  Szuieten^ 
\i\  the  fifth  and  laft  volume  of  his  commen- 
taries, a  work  wliich  will  render  his  name 
venerable  to  the  lateft  poilerity,  remarks 
the  following  circumftances,  from  his  own 
experience,  in  what  relates  to  the  fmall- 
pox,  viz.  that  the  method  of  preparation 
tiflially  obferved,  before  the  artificial  com- 
munication of  this  difeafe,  may  be  omitted 
without  danger ;    for   at  the  Orphan-hoiife, 

fituated 
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iltuated  in  the  fuburbs  of  Vienna ;  though 
there  ^vas  not  any  vai'iation  in  the  diet  of 
thofe  inoailated,  from  that  of  the  reft ;  no 
liarm  or  inconvenience  was  perceived  to 
follow :  But  it  is  to  be  oblerved,  that  they 
all  breathed  tlie  open  air  for  the  whole 
day,  and  ilept  in  (pacious  and  lofty  bed* 
chambers^  which  were  well  perflated. 
Hence  arofe  the  opinion  which  now  pre- 
vails with  forae ;  that  thofe  who  labour 
tinder  the  natural  fmall-pox  will  recover  as 
eafily  as  others  who  are  inoctdated  ;  without 
much  regard  either  to  diet  or  medicine, 
provided  that  they  fufficiently  enjoy  the^ 
falutary  infiiience  of  the  ffejh  air. 

The  treatment  of  tliis  difeafe,  is  now  fo 
well  under ftood,  and  fb  rationally  purilied, 
that  little  can  be  faid  on  the  llibjecl  which 
has  not  already  been  taken  notice  of  by 
others. 

According  to  the  calculation  of  Dr, 
Jurin,  feveral  years  ago;  about  one  in 
fix  died  by  the  natural  fiifiall-pox  ;  but  of 

thofe 
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tlioie  who  were  inoculated,  Icarcelv  one 
in  forty-eight.  If  the  calculation  is  juft, 
it  appears  that  tliis  deflruftive  malady  ia 
rendered  much  milder  by  the  prefent  me- 
thod of  treatment ;  fince  the  number  of 
thole  who  die,  compared  to  thofe  who  re- 
cover, is  happily  now  very  fmali ;  even  in 
the  natm*al  fort,  except  they  happen  to 
luomen  with  child  j  or  during  an  unhealthy 
feafon  of  the  year,  where  they  become 
complicated  with  other  difeafes  of  (he  epldc 
mic  kind:  This  favourable  circumflancc, 
feems  principally  owing  to  the  application 
of  the  fame  treatment  in  the  natural  fmall- 
pox,  which  had  been  found  fo  remai'kably 
beneficial  in  thole  communicated  by  ino* 
dilation. 

An  abltemious,  laxative  diet,  will  ba 
proper  in  the  beginning ;  fuch  as  that  of 
roafted  apples,  ripe  oranges,  or  any  other 
cooling  vegetables  of  the  folutivc  kind ; 
alfo  milk-pottage,  or  gruel  fweetened  with 
Jboney, 

In 
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In  adults,  and  thofe  of  ftrong  liabits, 
bleeding  is  generally  necellary ;  being  fb 
far  from  retarding  the  eruption,  that  it 
appears  more  kindly  after  that  evacuation. 
One  of  the  following  powders  will  then  be 
proper,  and  may  be  given  for  two  or  three 
nights  Iiicceflively,  as  occafion  requires  : 

xy.. 

Calomel,  ppt, 

Siilph,  p'tscipitat,  aa  gr,  x 

Tan.  emetic  gr,  ij  contere  ei"  fiat  pidvm 
jlihtilifs.  in  fix  partes  dividend. 

As  foon  as  the  eruption  appears  ;  if  the 
inflammatory  fymptoms  run  high,  and  it 
ieems  to  rufti  out  too  haftily  ;  the  follow- 
ing cathartic  draught  (liould  immediately 
be  given ;  cipecially,  if  the  previous  uie 
of  the  powders  has  not  fufficiently  empti- 
ed the  bowels : 

Infills.  Sen.  Hmoniat.  "^ij 
Mann,  calab.  '^iij  filv» 
Spt,  Lavend,  c.  'zi  fiathatifius. 

During 
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Durmg  the  fymptoms  of  the  eruptive 
fever,  the  patient  may  drink  as  much  cold 
fpring  water  as  her  thirft  requires :  At  this 
time  (he  ought,  by  no  means,  to  be  con- 
fined to  her  bed,  or  a  warm  room,  but 
fhould  walk  gently  about  in  the  frefti, 
open  air ;  taking  care  at  her  return,  not 
to  expoie  herfejf  to  it  in  a  full  flream,  by 
^tting  between  open  doors  or  windows  ; 
:and  however  flrange  this  pra(ftice  might 
at  firfl  appear,  it  is  now  fufficiently  jufli- 
fied  and  confirmed  by  the  conflant  and 
daily  Hiccels  which  attends  it. 

TJiis  method  was  firfl  followed  and  re- 
commended by  Sydenhaniy  ^vho  was  often 
unmercifully  cenilired  for  venturing  to  de- 
part from  the  common  practice  ;  but  be- 
ing convinced  by  repeated  experience  of 
its  falutary  effect,  and  aiming  at  nothing 
fb  much  as  the  public  good  ;  he  fiibmitted 
to  undeferved  reproaches,  and  thouglit 
hlmfelf  amply  repaid  by  the  fatisfadlion 
3  B  ax'iflng; 
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arifino'  from  a  confcicntious  clifchame  of 
Ills  duty,  and  the  feelings  of  his  own  be- 
nevolent heart.  But  although  the  fuccefs 
attending  the  prefent  pradice,  is  chiefly 
and  originally  owing  to  the  fagacious  and 
incomparable  Sydenham  ;  lurely,  thofe  who 
have  fince  been  the  means  of  boldly  op- 
poflng  popular  errors,  and  permanently 
eftablifhing  that  method  wliich  contributes 
to  the  prefervation  of  thoufands,  alio  de- 
ierve  their  proper  iliare  of  pi'aife. 

By  the  liberal  ufe  of  cold  water,  and 
the  influence  of  frefi  air,  the  lick  find 
themfeives  revived  in  a  moft  extraordinary 
manner ;  the  frequency  and  fulnefs  of  the 
pulfe  is  obferved  to  abate ;  the  tliirfl  grows 
lefs,  and  the  fymptomatic  fever  being  in  a 
manner  extinguiilied,  a  free  pei'ipiration 
iiiually  fucceeds,  accompanied  with  a  fa- 
vourable eruption ;  after  which,  nothing 
more  feems  neceflary,  but  only  to  forward 
tlie  maturation  of  the  puftules;>  by  fupplying 

the 
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the  patient  plentifully  with  milk  and  wa- 
ter, tea,  or  any  thing  of  the  like  kind. 
At  this  time,  the  body  ought  to  be  kept 
€ool'  and  temporate  by  emollient  clyfters 
and  gentle  laxatives,  as  the  ftate  of  the 
bowels  may  require. 

Where  the  variolous  eruption  is  compli- 
cated with  a  thick  miliary  7'aflo,  it  will  be 
proper  to  leflen  the  degree  of  the  cooling 
regimen,  and  to  allow  the  patient  white- 
wine  whey,  or  weak  brotii,  initead  of  cold 
fluids* 

A  phrenzy  happening  the  third  or  fom^di 
clay  after  the  eruption,  is  a  very  alarming 
fymptom.  Bleeding  and  emollient  clyfters 
may  here  be  dii'e6led,  and  the  patient 
fliould  be  kept  cool ;  leeches  may  alio  be 
applied  to  the  temples,  and  the  following 
julep  may  be  taken  occafionally ;  alfo  bar- 
ley-water with  the  addition  of  nitre,  and 
vegetable  acids  for  common  drink : 

3  B  2  W'  A(io 
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Aq»  font,  purifs,   "^vij 

Spt.  mitri  diilc.  X,iij 

Syr.  Violar.  '^fs  fiat  Juleptm» 
-Purples  on  the  ikin^  denote  great  dan-^ 
ger,  efpecially  if  the  pock  is  confluent; 
but  where  bloody  urine  is  voided  at  the  farne 
time,  it  may  be  looked  upon  as  amortal  figii« 
Thofe  appearances,  however,  are  not  always 
the  genuine  fymptoms  of  the  dileafe,  but 
often  arife  frgm  a  heating  regimen,  and  too 
great  a  degree  of  the  circulating  power. 
As  the  iii:ft  may  be  owing  to  a  putrid  dii- 
fplution  pf  the  yood,  they  are  much  more 
clangerous  than  the  pther  j  and  therefore, 
a.  diflinction  fhqujdb^  made  re|pe6ling  their 
treatment.  In  xho^e  oi  the  putrid  kind)  an? 
tifeptic  medicines  may  be  givqn  ;  as  a  de^ 
coftion  of  the  bark  with  elixir  of  vitriol,  or 
the  tinfture  pf  roies  ;  but  in  the  inflammar 
tory  fort-^  bleeding  and  laxatives  with  Iliy 
ti^ous  drinks^  rnay  be  direcfled. 

Toward^ 
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Towards  the  height,  about  the  eighth  or 
ninth  day;    the  fecondary,  putrid  fever, 
which  might  ptherwife  then  commence,  is 
to  be  prevented  by  pttrgativesy  if  poflible  ; 
therefore  the  fame  cathartic  draught  which 
was  given  in  the  beginning,  may  now  be 
repeated  every  other  day,  or  as  the  ftrength 
will  permit.     Opiates  are  now  proper,  elr 
peciaily  after  the  operation  of  the  purge, 
or  when  the  patient  is  reflleis  and  in  pain ; 
but  fliould   a   delirium   or  difficulty  of 
breathing  come  on,  they  fliould  be  wholly 
omitted. 

Where  the  circulation  flags,   and  the 
puftules,  iriftead  of  maturating  and  grow- 
ing fuller,  feem  to  flatten  and  look  pale  ; 
fnake-rootf  fiffroUi  and  fuch  like  warm  me- 
dicines, have  been  recommended  ;  but  as 
far  as  I  have  been  able  to  oblerve,  nothing 
has  equalled  the  good  eifedl  of  emetic  tar- 
tar ^  given  at  flrfl  in  fuch  a  quantity  as  to 
prove  gently  emetic,  and  afterwards,  ter 
^^  as  an  alterative  only. 

Some 


-82    NATURE  and  TREATMENT  vf 

Some  direft  the  limbs  to  be  bMered  at 
this  time,  and  others  do  not  fcrnple  to 
give  cold  water  ;  and  indeed,  confidering 
its  iiiliitary  eiFeds  in  the  beginning,  fuch 
a  ftep  does  not  appear  altogether  excep- 
tionable ;  particularly  if  it  is  earneflly  de- 
iired  by  the  patient. 

Where  the  falivation  which  ufually  at- 
tends the  confluent  fmall-pox,  fuddenly 
ilops,  the  patient  generally  dies  about  the 
eleventh  or  t^velfth  day  ;  elpecially,  if  her 
face  and  hands  do  not  then  begin  to  f\vell, 
or  where  fome  other  evacuation  does  not 
immediately  follow.  To  encourage  the 
fpitting,  the  head  may  be  held  over  the 
fteani  of  warm  water,  and  the  following 
gargarifm  may  frequently  be  ufed  \ 

A]>  hordcat,  fsj 

Sal.  Ammon.  crud.  5// 

MelL  $fs  fiat  Gargarifmaf,  ^  .     ■ 

Thofe 
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-Thofe  who  are  feized  with  the  fmall-pox 
in  the  pregnant  ftate,  have  generally  much 
more  eafy  and  expeditious  labours  tjiaii 
other  women  :  However  extraordinary  tliis 
circumftance  may  appear,  I  haiT  £etn  it 
verified  m  many  inflances ;  and  indeed, 
never  yet  found  it  otherv/ife  in  any  cafe, 
v/here  the  labour  was  ftricPcly  natural.  It 
cannot  be  owing  to  the  general  weakneis 
and  relaxation  of  the  body ;  in  coniequence 
of  which,  the  child  might  be  fuppofed  to 
meet  with  lefs  refiftance  in  the  birth ;  for 
if  fb,  the  tttenis  would  participate  of  the 
eiFed:,  and  its  expuliive  force  being  diml- 
niilied,  the  labour,  inflead  of  being  foon 
over,  would  probably  be  rendered  more 
tedious   and  lingering. 

In  the  mifcellan,  natur.  airios.  may  be  found 
feveral  inltances  of  women  dying  gravid, 
who^vere  afterwards  delivered  of  living  cliil- 
dren  ;  Horjiius  alfb  relates  a  liiflory  of  tliis 
kind ;  and  Rajr/iond,  in  his  book  de  ortu  in- 
fanUihi  contra  natur am^  is  full  of  flich  wonder- 

fill 
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fill  flories ;  which  are  fitter  to  entertain  olct 
women  and  nurles,  than  rational  men ;  yet 
the  celebrated  Hoffman,  who  does  not  fcem 
behind  hand  with  any  of  them  in  credulity, 
attempts  feriouily  to  account  for  flich  ex- 
traordinary births,  by  die  expanfion  of  pu- 
trid air,  in  the  body  of  the  foetus. 

Several  years  ago,  I  was  fent  for  to  a 
tradefman's  wife  in  Momtt-Jireet,  Berkley- 
fquare,  who  was  taken  with  labour  jufl  at 
the  height  of  the  fmall-pox ;  but  being 
then  at  fbme  diflance,  flie  was  delivered 
without  any  alliflance,  before  I  got  there^^ 
and  died  the  next  day. 

July  the  1 2th  1767,  Am  Moody  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  Wefiminjler  Lying-in  Hof- 
pitaly  with  fymptoms  of  labour,  and  be- 
ing otherwife  very  ill,  was  allowed  to  re- 
main longer  than  uilial  before  delivery. 
Thefmall-pox  appeared  foon  after  admiflion, 
but  as  the  eruption  was  at  firil  taken  for  a 
rafh,  I  was  not  acquainted  with  it  until 
ieveral  days  after  :  She  was  delivered  of  a 

dead 
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dead  child,  about  eight  months  old ;  the 
liinth  day  after  the  eruption,  without  much 
pain  or  the  ufual  efforts  of  labour :  The 
puftules  were  of  her  confluent  kind,  and 
very  thick  on  her  fldn  ;  together  with  pur- 
ples ;  for  which  a  decoBlon  of  the  bark  with 
elixir  of  vitriol  was  given,  but  without  ef- 
fed: ;  for  flie  died  delirious  the  day  after 
delivery. 

January  xht  14th,  1768,  Ef  her  Grace  wsls 
admitted  into  the  Hofpital,  and  delivered 
the  third  day  after,  of  a  living  child,  and 
at  her  full  time  :  Though  her  pains  were 
very  inconliderable,  the  birth  was  fo  quick 
and  eafy  as  to  require  no  kind  of  aliiflance  : 
The  next  day,  the  fmall-pox  appeared.  She 
was  carefully  removed  in  a  cliair  the  fifth 
day,  and  died  three  days  after ;  being  tlie 
eighth  from  the  time  of  the  eruption.  The 
child  was  nurled  and  taken  care  of  in  the 
Hofpital,  but  died  at  eight  days  old ;  though 
without  any  eruption  on  its  body,  or  other 
fymptoms  of  the  fmall-pox. 

3  C  February 
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February  the  8th,  1770,  I  attended  Mi^s. 

Cb ;z,  at  Lambeth,  who  had   the  fmall- 

pox  in  the  fifth  month  of  her  pregnancy  : 
She  was  young,  and  of  a  flrong,  healthy 
conftitution  ;  but  vciy  full  of  the  erup- 
tion, which  was  rather  of  the  confluent 
than  diftind:  kind.  As  I  was  called  to  her 
in  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe,  it  was 
treated  by  the  cooling  regimen  already 
mentioned  j  the  weather  being  at  the  fame 
time  intenfely  cold.  The  fptting  which 
had  afhfled  her  greatly^  began  to  dimi- 
nifli  very  much,  a  little  after  the  height ; 
and  about  the  twelfth  or  thirteenth  day, 
(lie  was  exceeding  ill ;  the  fymptoms  of 
the  fecondary  fever,  were  then  violent,  and 
(lie  w^as  unable  to  (peak  or  i^vallow,  except 
with  great  difficulty.  Nothing  at  this 
time  relieved  her  ^o  much  as  a  purging 
draught f  which  (he  took  every  other  day : 
As  her  ftrength  and  fpirits  were  always 
better,  and  the  bad  fymptoms  evidently 
lefs  violent  on  the  days  (he  took  the  purge, 

Idire£lc' 


CONVULSIONS,    6^^.     387 

I  direcfbed  it  to  be  made  weaker,  and  re^ 
peated  it  for  three  days  flicceffively.  She 
now  recovered  daily,  and  at  the  end  of 
three  weeks,  was  able  to  take  the  air  :  but 
what  appeared  rather  extraordinary  ;  al- 
though (lie  had  efcaped  abortion  during  the 
difeale  ;  ftie  milearried  about  a  month  af- 
ter her  firft  gomg  abroad. 

About  the  fame  time,  viz.  February  the 
25th   1770,    I  was   defired  to  vifit  Mrs. 

P r,    in  Britannia-Row,  near  the  Eof- 

fital,  who  then  laboured  under  the  frnall- 
pox,  in  the  eighth  month  of  her  preg- 
nancy. Her  midwife  informed  mc  that 
{he  was  delivered  fbon  after  the  eruption 
appeared,  with  fo  much  precipitation,  that 
the  infant  fell  on  the  floor,  as  ftic  was 
aflifted  in  getting  off"  the  clofe-ftool.  I 
few  her  the  ninth  day  from  the  eruption, 
which  was  large  in  quantity  and  of  the 
worft  confluent  kind :  Broad  -purple  [pots 
almoft  every  where  overlpread  that  part 
of  her  fldn  where  the  puftules  were  want- 
3  C  2  ing 
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*  ing  ;  there  were  befides,  feveral  fmall  vel  i- 
cles  on  her  bread  filled  widi  a  yellowifli 
fluid,  like  die  ferum  of  blood,  and 
ibme  ^^4th  hloody  ichor  ;  but  as  her  ^vater 
came  away  involuntarily,  I  could  not  tell 
wliether  the  urine  was  bloody  or  not. 
She  was  alfo  delirious  ;  Indeed,  I  never  law 
the  difeaie  attended  ^vith  more  malignant 
iymptoms ;  and  though  there  Avere  no 
hopes  of  her  recovery  ;  I  dii'ecled  the  fol- 
lowing draught,  and  defii^ed  that  the  fluids 
wliich  (lie  was  able  to  fwallow  might  be 
acidulated  with  lemon-juice : 

Decoci.  Cort.  Penw,  ^ife 

ExtraB,  ejufd,  Bi 

Elix.  Vitriol,  acid,  g^^-  xxx 

Tin^.  Cort,  Peruv.  ^iij 

Confe^,  Alhrm,   "^i  fiat  haujius  altcrnis 
horis  exhihendiis. 

She  died  the  next  day  about  twelve 
o'clock,  being  die  tenth  from  the  firfl  ap- 
pearance of  the  eruption, 

CMcr 
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Odober  the  21ft,  1772,  Elizabeth  Lee  was 
delivered  in  the  Wejhninfter  Lying-in  Hof- 
-pital  of  a  living  child,  in  the  eighth 
month  of  pregnancy  :  As  the  fmall-pox  ap- 
peared on  her  fldn  the  next  day,  flie  was 
careRiUy  removed  to  her  own  apartment 
by  her  friends,  where  (lie  recovered ;  the 
difeaie  bemg  mild,  and  the  eruption  of 
the  dillin^l  kind.  The  child  was  feized 
with  it  a  fortnight  after;  but  I  had  no 
opportunity  to  inform  m}'felf  ^vhether  it 
lived  or  not, 

I  have  never  yet  feen  any  inftance  where 
Infants  were  born  with  the  eruption ;  nei- 
ther does  it  ufually  appear  immediately 
afterwards,  though  many  of  them  die  in 
a  week  or  ten  days.  In  llich  cales  moft  of 
the  children  being  born  premature,  tliey 
often  die  before  the  infection  has  had 
fufficient  time  to  produce  the  difeafe  ;  and 
their  bulk  being  proportioned  to  their 
age,  may  be  on.e  reafon,  why  the  de- 
livery in  fuch  cafes,  is  more  caiy  and  ex- 
peditious. Not- 
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Notwithdandlng  what  has  already  been 
faid  ;  examples  may  be  found  in  the  phi- 
hfafhkd  tranfaBions ;  Bartholin's  medical 
^epiftks,  <^r.  where  the  body  of  the  new- 
born infant  has  been  found  overlpread 
with  ■variolous  puftules  ;  which,  confider- 
ing  the  intercourfe  between  the  mother 
and  it,  daring  geflation,  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered at. 

A  very  curious  and  uncommon  cafe  is 
related  by  Van  Swieten,  as  it  happened 
under  the  obiervation  of  Dr.  Watfon  in 
London,  viz.  a  woman  who  had  been  for 
fbme  time  pregnant,  and  who  long  before 
bad  the  fmall-pox,  was  very  aifiduous  in 
attending  iier  (ervant  maid,  who  then  la- 
boured under  that  difeafe :  In  due  time, 
(lie  was  happily  delivered,  and  brought 
forth  a  healthy  female  child,  where  evident 
marks  of  its  having  had  the  eruption,  ap- 
peared on  the  fkin.  When  this  cliild's 
brother  was  inoculated  four  years  after. 
Dr.  Watfon  liad  leave  from  the  parents  to 

inoculate 
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inoculate  her  likewife  ;  but  the  operatioji 
was  attended  with  very  diiierent  effeds  in 
thole  different  liibjed:s  ;  for  the  pufloles  ap- 
peared in  the  boy,  who  foon  happily  re- 
covered from  the  difeafe;  but  the  girl, 
after  drooping  for  two  days,  became  very 
well  again,  and  remained  totally  free  fi'om. 
the  eruption. 

A  cafe  fbmetliing  fimilar  to  tliis  Is  allcr 
mentioned  by  Dr.  Mead  in  treating  of  the 
fmall-pox.  He  fiippofes  that  where  tlic 
child  is  born  before  the  perfed;  maturatioa 
of  the  pullules  in  the  mother,  it  will  then 
more  probably  cicape  the  diieale  ;  and  alio 
that  the  danger  ariiing  to  women  at  tills 
time,  who  fuifer  abortion,  will  be  in  pro- 
portion to  tlie  lofs  of  blood,  after  the  re- 
paration of  the  placenta  from  the  uteixis  : 
But  there  is  not  iufiicient  rcafon  to 
adopt  this  lail:  opinion ;  for  even  what 
he  himfelf  afterwards  alleits,  does  notcor- 
i  with  it,  viz.   that  the    fmall-pos: 

have 
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liave  generally  been  found  moil  mild,  when 
tkey  flicceed  ibme  conliderable  evacuation, 
whether  natural  or  artificial. 

Van  Swieten  inforiAs  us,  that  the  ce- 
lebrated Boerbaave  attended  a  lady  in 
the  lixth  month  of  pregnancy,  who  la- 
boured under  the  worft  kind  of  the  con- 
fjicnt  Jmall-pox ;  notwithftanding  wliich, 
file  proceeded  to  the  full  period  of  her 
time,  and  was  then  delivered  of  a  healthy, 
male  cliild,  \\^liich  had  not  the  lead  veflige 
or  appearance  of  the  dileafe. 

From  the  above  extraordinary  circum- 
ftance,  which  was  probably  owing  to  the 
peculiar  ilrud:ure  of  the  flacenta^  and  it 
power  to  ablbrb  from  the  womb  foch 
juices  only  as  were  falutaiy  and  nutritious ; 
even  when  tlie  whole  mals  of  the  mother's 
blood  was  tainted  with  variolous  infcBion  ; 
one  would  incline  to  think,  that  hereditary 
difeafes  are  providentially  from  thence  lefs  fre- 
quent than  they  otherwife  would  have  been ; ' 
and  tlrat  the  perfet^lign  of  animal  fluids 

depends 
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more  upon  the  fecreting  organ,  than 
the  general  mals  from  which  they  are 
flrained  off.  Tliis  property  ^vith  wliich 
the  placenta  feems  endowed,  is  beautifully 
illuftrated  by  what  may  be  oblerved  in 
vegetables ;  where  two  plants  of  different 
qualities  both  draw  their  nourifhment 
from  the  fame  pot  of  earth ;  the  one  a  deadly 
poifon  ;  the  other,  friendly  to  the  human 
body,  or  perhaps  an  antidote  to  the  for-* 
mer ;  and  this  is  ftili  further  exempliiied 
in  grafting  fmall  branches  of  one  tree  into 
the  ftcm  of  another  ;  for  the  juices  of  the 
Jaftj  will  from  thence  be  fo  far  divefted 
of  their  natural  qualities,  by  pajG^ing  thro' 
different  ftrainers^  as  only  to  produce  the 
fame  kiild  of  fruity  with  that  of  the  tree 
from  which  fuch  branches  were  taken. 

THE      END. 


D 


POSTSCRIPT. 

The  following  Gentlemen,  befides  many 
others,  who  either  went  abroad,  or  let- 
tied  in  different  parts  of  the  country, 
which  I  cannot  recolle<^,  attended  my 
Le^ures,  at  the  times  already  mentioned ; 
moil  of  whom  took  ?iotes,  and  therefore^ 
to  fuch  1  refer  for  a  confirmation  of  the 
fa<rb  mentioned  in  the  Introduction  to  thp 
preceding  obfervations. 

]VIr.  C.  M.  Thode,  Surgeon  to  the 
Empreis  of  RuJfJ a,  Peter sburgh, 

Mr.  Crowther,  LeadenhallStreetf  Loudon, 

Mr.  John  Blake,  BrifioL 

Mr.  William  Slater,  Houfe  Apothecary  to 
the  Difpenfary,  for  the  relief  of  the 
Poor,  j4lderjgate-jlrectf  London, 

Mr.  Richard  Newland,  Chicbejler^  Sujfex. 

Mr,  Edward  Yale,  Catharine-fircet,  London, 

D  2  Mr. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

Mr.  Robert  Hobfbn,  Bentard-Cafilc,  County 

of  Durham. 
Mr.  Charles  Ligiitfo.otj^  Whithy,    Torkjhire, 
Mr.  William  Cartwrlght,  TFenleck,  Salop. 
Mr.  Joleph  Dawibn,  Eajl-Indies, 
Mr.  Thomas  Tubb,  Lamhourny  BerkJJnre, 
Mr.  Thomas  Parkinfon,    Kirkham,  Lanca- 

Jhirc. 
Mr*  William  Harify^  Caftk-ftreet,  Lekeji.er^ 

fields, 
Mr.  William  Sexton,  Thame,  Oxford/hire. 
Mr.  John  Caufer,    Houfe  Surgeon  to  St» 

George^ J  Hofpital,   177 1. 

Mr.  Robert  Pope,  Staines,  Middkfex. 

Mr.  Lewis   Poignand,     Duke-Jlreet,    Weflz 

minfier. 
Mr.  Thomas  Hammond,   Link  Newport--. 

fireet,  Nciuport-market, 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Wilkinfon,  Scarborough. 

Jv^Ir.  John  Marfh,  Halfmoon-Jireet,  Piccadilly^ 

Mr.  j.  Rackham,  Bungay^  Siiffolh 

IMr.  Thomas  Inman,  St.  OJythy  EJf^x, 

Mr,  Edward  Weeks,  W'eft field,  Sujfex. 

Mr.  H.  Dickinfon,  Cecil-fir eet.  Strand, 

Mr* 


POSTSCRIPT. 

Mr.  Edward  Ford,  BriftoL 

Mr.  James  Bromley,  Rochejler,  J^ent, 

Mr.  P.  Weaver,  Hermitage^  Tower-hilL 

Mr,  D.  Raven,  Hatfield  Peveral,  Ejfex. 

Mr.  Thomas  Bredail,  Mattocks-fireet,  Londoji, 

Mr.  J.  Button,  Manchefier, 

Mr.  Thomas  Brittain,  Riigky^  StaffordJJnrs, 

Mr.  Thomas  Parker,  Gloucefter. 

Mr.  Thomas  Owen,  RyCy  Suffex, 

Mr.  James  Scaife,  Carlijle^  Cufnherl'and. 

Mr.  William  Yomige,  Shiffnal,  ShropJJnre, 

Mr.  James   Bumpftead,  Caftk   Heddington^ 

EJJex. 
Mr.  William  Yoimg,  Georgia,  America, 
Mr.  ■ — : — -  Druitt,  Winhurn^  Dorfetjhire, 
Mr.  Thomas  Shute,  BriftoL 
Mr.  James   Travers,     Military    liofpitalf 

Granada. 
Dr.  William  Moore,  Brook~JIreet> 
Mr.  Thomas  Vigm-'s,  Lofiaffe,  Cormvall. 
Mr.  Hemy  Bickerfleth,  Kirhjlonfdak,  Wefi-. 

mpreland. 

>AIr. 


POSTSCRIPT* 

Mr.  Edward  Holier,  Tooting^  Surry, 
Mr.  — — Wiiibn,  junior,  Ecnrietta-Jlreetf 

Co^uant-Garden. 
'^'h\  Charles  Chaihiore,   Etfom,-  Surry, 
M%  Robert  Turner,  Enfield, 
^i\\  John  Manning,  ~} 
yii\  Jolepli  Lord,      >    ^  ^ 


INDEX. 


I    N     D 


AVTHO  Ry  appeals  to  his  pupils,  relative  to  new  poitots 
of  doctrine,    publicly  advanced  in  his  Le<5Lures   neaf 
three  years  ago  page  8 

'U..I.  his  opinion  relative  to  the  caufe  and  cure  of  tlie 

Child-bed  Fever  io  &  feq* 

dSuthcritkSy  great,  obfequious  regard  to  them,  an  obilacle  to 
the  iinprovement  of  fcience  17 

^/r,  its  remarkable  influence  on  difeafes  at  different  periods 

3r2^  &  feq, 
"     its  obvious  -qualities  infufficient  to  account  for  the  pro- 
duction of  difeafes  2^ 
Abfceffes^  critical,  when  happening  57 
Authors^  quoted  to  fhew  their  errors,  ufelefs  and  invidious 

A'tr^  its  diftemperature,  infufficient  to  produce  the  Child* 
bed  Fever,  till  a  change  in  the  habit  from  delivery  con- 
curs, and  why  07 

Acidty  vegetable,  their  efie(5ls  in  the  Child-bed  Fever      121 

Anthmnials^  their  efFe(5ls  j  and  cautions  concerning  their 
life  130,  &  feq. 

A'tr^  putrid  and  confined,  difpolfes  women  to  the  Child-bed 
^ever  j-^^ 

Armtius^  his  opinion  conceroing  the  citeulation  of  blood  ia 
the  human  foetus  238  &  feq 

As-tcrhi^ 


I    N    D    £    X. 

Arteries,  fiypogaftric  and  fpermatic,  their  origin^  and  diftri- 
bution  through  the  uteras  249  &  feq. 

Applications^  topical,  their  efFedls  in  floodings      26 1  &  feq. 
AlJloHy  Dr.  his  experiments  on  frogs  279 

Air,  cold,  its  falutary  efFedls  in  floodings,  and  why  29^ 

confirmation  of  its  good  effects  296  &  feq. 

Arhuthnot^  Dr.  his  obfervation  ort  the  lungs  299 

Animals^  fwell  in  the  exhaufted  receiver  of  the  air  pump, 

and  why  ibid 

B. 

BODIES,  morbid,  frequently  infpefled  by  the  author,  at  the 
IVe/lmin/Ier  Lying-in  Hofpital  and  elfewhere  9 

Bills  of  Mortality,  the  prefent  manner  of  being  kept,  defeats 
their  original  int-ention  29  St  feq. 

Bile,  its  immoderate  fecretion  in  Child-faed  Fever,  how  ac- 
counted for  8 1 ,  &  feq. 

how  corrupted  93^  ^^^« 

Baglivi,  his  obfervation  on  inflammations  of  the  vifcera  96' 

Bleeding,   early  and  copioji^,    recommended  in  Child-bed 
Fever,  as  the  principal  remedy,  and  why  10 1 

■  ■    .  obje6lions  to  it,  obviated  102,  &  feq. 

' generally  directed  too  late,  after  the  formation  of 

matter.  lo"^ 

The  milapplication  of  thJs  i-emedy,  the  reafon 


why  not  fboner  adopted,  as  fafe  and  beneficial     ibid.  &  f. 
— — pradlical  rules  and  cautions^  concerning  its  proper 


ufe  ids,  &  feq. 

Bark,  Peruvian,    to   be  freely  adminiftered  whenever  an 

intermiffion  of  the  Child-bed  Fever  appears  113 

Blood,  quantity  to  be  taken  away,  not  to  be  determined  by 

its  appearance  but  by  the  fymptoms  116 

Bail),  warm,  its  effedls  I17  &feq. 

Bile,  offending,  how  to  be  evacuated  119,  &feq. 

Bar.k,  Peruvian,  its  liberal  ufe^  does  not  fupprefs  the  lochia 

.    ,,  "  '137 


INDEX. 

SiiJIers,  their  efFe61&  ;  with  cautions  concerning    their  ap- 
plication in  the  Child-bed  Fever  p.  1 39  &  feq* 
Soify,  human,  can  only  rullai'n  violence  to  a  certain  degree 

15S 
jB^ood,  circulation  of,  betv^een  the  uterus  and  placenta     238 

' no  circulation  of  red,  between  the  mother  and  foetus 

ibid 

from  whence  difcharged  in  floodings  341 

—  when  fuddenly   and  largely   difcharged,    highly  dan- 
gerous 24  J 
Bleedhig^  practical  cautions  concerning  its  ufe,  in  floodings 

271   &  feq^ 
BUod^  flux  of,  why  periodical  299 

Body^   human,  when  delicate,  a  kind  of  living  barometer 

ibid 
Bark,  Peruvian,  its  ufe  recommended  in  a  morbid  flate  of 
the  uterus  310 

Blcedhig,  in  the  foot,  its   efTecl;  to  what  caufe  ov.'ing 

321  &  feq^ 

BitgUvi,  his  obfervation  on  the  pleurify  35'6 

BlifterSy  their  appli<;ation  to  the  affecSed  part,  recommended 

in  the  pleurify  358 

Boerhaavs,  his  obfervation  on  the  fmall-pox  392 

C. 

CHILD-BED  FEVER,  its  fatal  event,  notwithfianding  the 
mofl  powerful  remedies  7 

■  ought  therefore  to  engage  the  utmolt  attention 

of  phyficians  '  ►       ibid 

not  occafioned  by  an  abforption  of  corrupted 


?nilk,  ox  oh jWiiBed  lochia  lo 

—     ■         not  owing  to  an  inflammation  of  the  titerus 

ibitj 
— -^  referrable  t6  other  caufes,  as  a  difeafe  of  a  pe" 


culiar  nature  ibid 

3  E  Child'hid 


INDEX. 

€hild-hgd  ■womenl  the  number  of  their  deaths,  not  to  be  de* 
termined  by  bills  of  mortality  p.    26^  &  feq. 

Child-bed  Fever,  evidently  epidemical  in  the  months  of  Jan. 
Feb.  &c.  1770  27,  &  feq. 

— — — -when  it  commences^  and  how  46 

. — _  brought  on  by  catching  cold,  errors  in  diet, 

or  anxiety  of  mind  4J  &  feq. 
whom  moft  fubje<51:  to  it  44 

■  —  refembles  the  cholera  7>iorhus  47 


Countenance y  eager  and  diftrefled,  with  trembling  hand,  a 
dangerous  fymptom  52 

Colour^  crimfon  in  the  cheeks,  with  expanded  noftrils,  a 
mortal  fign  ibid 

Child-hed  Fever j.  feldom  followed  by  a  perfect  crifis  56 

— — — its  remiifion,  feldom  lalting  when  unattend- 
ed with  fome  critical  difcharge  5  7 

■  on  what  days  ufually  mortal  58 

—  its   firfl  impreilion,  made  on  the  nervous 


fyftem  62 
. when  complicated  with  the  pleurify  or  peri- 

pneumony  86 

_, — u .^ — ^not  occafioned  by  the  preflure  of  the  gravid 


uterus  on  the  omentum  or  abdominal  vifcera         89'  &  feq, 

-— — >— -truely  hijianwiatory  in  its  beginning  92 

'becomes  putrid  in  its  decline  by  an  abforp- 


tion  of  ptcrnlent  fluids  from  the  abdomen  92  &  feq. 
__w^.^ — -more  or  lefs  fatal  in  its  event,  according;  to 


tlie  nature  of  the  caufes  by  "which  it  is  produced    98  &  £ 

Cold  fit  J  its  violence,  how  to  be  leflened  1 1 7 

ClyJlerSy  emolJienfy  their  etfec^ts,  with  cautions  concerning 

their  ufe  137 

Child-bed  Fever,  not  infe<fi:ious,  except  produced  by  a  dif- 

temperatui-e  of  the  air  '  142 

'»_ -, — :: rules  and  cautious,  towards  its  prevention 

145- &  feq. 


—^ -»-hillory  of,  further  illuftrated  by  particular 

cnfe.s  J57  &feq. 

Child- 


INDEX. 

Child-hed  Fever^  Cafe  the  4tb,with  remarks       p.  i68  &  feq. 

._       — -  Cafe  the  5th,  with  difle6lion   and  remarks 

173  &  feq. 

, Cafe  the  6th,  with  remarks  1 8 1  &  feq. 

, -Cafe  the  8th,  with  diffeftion  19 1  &  feq« 

,„,^ -—Cafe    llth,    with   diifeftion,    and  remarks, 

203  &  feq. 

»  •  ' 1 — : — 'Cafe  1 2tb,  complicated  with  the  pleurify,  and 

remarks  on  213  &  feq, 

-Cafe  13th,  with  difletflion  224  &  feq. 

-Cafe  14th,  with  remarks  228  &  feq. 


Child-bed  Fev27\  epidemical  in  London,  A.  D.  1760  234 

Chor:o7i^  falfe,   praftical  obfervations  coni;eniing  242 

Child ^  new-born^  obfervations  on  243 

Cuflo7?i,  its  prevalence  249 

Cold^  its  effefts  on  the  animal  body  293 

»— —  intenfe,    the    application   of,  recommended    in  ute- 
rine hsemorrhages,  as  the  principal  remedy         293  <jc  f. 
- — »•  objedlions  to  its  nfe,  obviated  294  &  f. 

ClyflerSf  to  be  adminiftered  cold  in  profufe  floodings         301 
Ciiittiojis^  practical,  concerning   preternatural  uterine  dif" 
charges  30S 

Cicuto',  extraft.  its  effedls  309 

Co!rjuIfio7!s,  caufe  of,  various  311 

.r —either  idiopathic  ov  fyf!ipio?natic    *  ibid 

— = — caufe  of,  feated  in  the  brain  or  genus  nervofum 

"  " r-hereditary,  generally  incurable  if  not  termi^ 

nated  about  the  time  of  puberty  ibid 

why  difappearing  at  that  period  ibid 

■ moft  frequent  at  the  latter  end  of  firfl  preg- 
nancy 313 
-  ■  ■              original  caufe  of,  pre-exiAing  in  the  conditution 

ibid 

. — . — from  plethora  314 

— — . from  inanition,  generally  mortal,  and  why  314 

' — their  true  caufe  to  be  dilcovered,  before  the  ex- 


hibition of  medicines  '  31S 

3  E  2  Convulfnus, 


INDEX. 

Covvulfions,  fiipervenijig  fever  or  inflammation  of  the  brain, 
genej'ally  niort;)!  P'  3^9 

. -followed  by  fever  or  eruptions,  more  favourable 

320 
Coiihags^  its  vermifuge  quality  325 

Couvuljions^  their  latent  caufes  32S 

. ■ — leave  a  morbid  impreffion  on  the  brain  %zf^ 

• particular  cafes  of,  and  their  treatrpent;  331  &n 

'  D. 

DISEASES,  putrid  and  inflammatory  I J 

--marks  of  their  diltinclion,  not  fufficiently  points 

td    out  ibid, 

.^ their  true  flate,  beft  known  froin  the  living 


body  18 
—their  fymptcms,  to  be  fet  down  without  inno-' 


vation  or  conjecture  ibid 
their  feat,  often  apparent,  their  caufes  too  re* 


mote  for  difcoyefy  21 

D'ifiafc^  epidemical,  prevailed  with  violence  among  chiId-» 

'bed  women,  A.  D.  1746  24&feq, 

Dlfeafcs,  endemial,  arife  from  a  local  afFesSlion  of  the  at-? 

mofphere  32 

-— . epidemical,  from  its  temporary,  general  change  33 

, their  true  nature  bell  known,  where  few  medicines. 

have  been  adminiflered  3(^ 

Diarrlwa,   evidently  fymptomatic,  in  Child7bed  Fever 

49  &feq. 
» -when  exceffive,  to  be  retrained  115 


1 ■ — -!^  fymptomatic  and  critical,  marks  of  their  diftinc- 

tion  i2jr 

jyjfenfes,  feldom  putrid  in  the  beginning  ;  have  generally 
• "  a  putrid  tendency  in  their  decline  156 

^#^;o«,  the  firft  '■  i78&feq. 

ft- ;  >■,>';  ',  .remarks  01}  iSo&feqi 


INDEX. 

Delivery,  fpeedy,  does  not  always  fecure  the  patient  from 

danger  in  floodings  p.  251  &  feq. 

Derivation  and  revulfion,  doclrine  of,  as  generally--  received, 

abfurd  28S 

Delivery  J  when  to  be  attempted  in  uterine  haemorrhages 

304  &  feq. 

Daiufon,  Dr.  Amb.  recommends  the  life  <5f  Crenior  Tartar 

in  uterine  haemorrhages  30S 

Diet^  vegetable,  vi'hen  proper  510 

errors  in,  the  caufe  of  convulfions  522 

Delivery^  ineffe61ual,  in  contulfions,  from  caiifes  indepen- 
dent of  pregnancy  326 
Duode?2mn,  the  feat  of  convulfions  327 
Difeafes,  acute,  their  fatal  event  in  pregnant  women  359 
Dyfentery,  its  nature  and  caufe  362  &  feq. 
: —  its  treatment  366  &  feq. 
J)ifeafeSf  hereditary,  why  not  more  frequent  392; 

E, 

ERRORS^  early  adopted,  become  habitual  1 7 

-,  .  ,     .  ',         difeafes,  how  produced  22  &  feq, 

Epiae77ncal^  "^  / 

Eyesy  dim  and  lifelefs^  at  the  atta^ck  of  Child-bed  F'ever  41 
flpieticSf  improper  in  plethoric  habits,  attended  with  deli- 
rium 123 
Effltivia,  vegetable,  its  extraordinary  antifeptic  power  155 
f,ruptions,  cutaneous,  fuddenly  repelled,  the  paufc  of  con- 
vulfions                                                                              32/j 

F. 

fRQS>ry  its  efFea  on  the  Child-bed  Fever  38  &  feq, 

fluid,  purulent  arid  whey-coloared,   mixed  with  clots   of 

blood,  and  found  in  the  abdomen,  in  thofe  who  died  of 

the  Child-bed  Fever  69 

*'  '  '■'  its   nature  and  quality  ibid 


INDEX,, 

Fafl'mg,  long,  difpofcs  the  animal  fluids  to  putrefaction  147 
Fast  its  in  titer  0,  noiiriflied  by  lymph  241 

Floodings^  from  external  violence,  dangerous  246 

^ —  extremely  fallacious,   and  often  fatal  in  the  laft 

inpnths  of  pregnancy  •    ibid 

TluidSy  nouriiliing,  the  befl  cordials  in  uterine  htemorrhages 

250 
Flooding  J  extraordinary  inflance  of  26^? 

Fear,  fudden,  its  effeft  on  the  animal  fyftem  270 

FLood'mg^  its  return,  lefs  danger  of,  after  delivery         28^ 
FevsrSf  inflammatory,  their  general  method  of  treatment 

35S 
Fever,  fecopdary,  in  the  fmall-pox,  how  to  be  treated  381 
Fluids t  animal,  their  perfeftion,  on  what  depending    392 

G, 

GANGRENE  of  the  uterus,  its  fymptoms  96  &  feq. 

€as  Syhejlre,  its  power  in   refilling  putrefadlion  123 

Gatiibinsy  Dr.  recommends  the  flowers  of  zinc,  in  the  cure 

of  convulflons  351 

H, 

HULME^  Dr.  lays  dowm  doftrines  on  the  Child-bed  Fe- 
ver as  7*viy,  which  had  been  advanced  by  the  author 
near  tliree  years  before  8  &  feq. 

Ji'tppocrates^  his.  obfervatipn  on  the  weather;,,  relative  to 
pregnant  women  37 

Head  and  jlomach,  fympathy  between  46 

Uofman^  Frederick,  li^s  opinion  of  Child-bed  Fever         S^ 
Hantet;  Dr.  his  difcovery  concerning/}?//}  chorion  71 

Hahit^  its  fudden  change  after  delivery,  the  exciting  caufe 
of  Child-bed  fever  7^  &  feq. 

*    -  '■■-—extremely  irritable  after  delivery  85 

Hales,  Dr.  his  hoemaftatical  experiments,  87 

Habiif 


INDEX. 

Bayit,  its  change  after  delivery,  infiifficient  to  prfeditC^ 
Child-bed  Fever,  till  affifted  by  n  difhemperature  of  the 
air,  or  inordinate  paffions  of  the  mind,  &c.  and  why  97 

Mofpitals,  Lying-in,  directions  concerning  their  regulation  5 
with  rules  and  cautions  in  the  epidemic  feafon      I5Q  &:  f, 

HcfpitaJy  Wefbninfter  Lying'in,  account  of  235 

Hcsvionhage^     uterine,  its  nature    and    immediate  taiife 

235  &leq. 

—————  its  remote  caufes  236 

Hitmorrhages,  bell  underftood  by  attending  to  the  ftniclur© 

of  the  placenta  and  uterus,  and  their  attachment  to  each 

other  ibid 

Hairvey,  denies  the  anaflomofis  of  vellels  bet\veen  the  pia» 

centa  and  uterus  242  &feq, 

H'ttmorrhages  uterine,  their  danger   in  proportion  to  th-^ 

time  of  pregnancy  244  &  fetj. 

Haller,  baron,  his  do(5lrine  of  irritability  24I 

Hamarrhages,  profufe  uterine,   in  the  laft  months  of  gefta<» 

tion,  not  remedied  by  medicines  j  but  fpeedy  delivery 
•    .  2|i 

"■    " — internal  often  Ipontaneoufly  ceafe,  and  why' 

2  77&feq, 
Jlaller,  baron,    his   remarks  on  opium  281  &  feq, 

Hainilto/t,  Dr.  his  obfervation  on  the  elFeCl  of  ligatures  ap» 

plied  to  tlie  thighs  285  &  feq. 

Heat,  its  general  efFecfls  On  animal  bodies  •  Sf)^ 

Ha7mrrhages,    uterine,    ufual  method  of  treating    them, 

ineifeclual  and  pernicious  3o5 

— — — — jiei}}  ?//c'//'5^propofed  by  the  author,  towardf 

their  more  efFeclual  cure  ibid 

I, 

JNFtAMMAXlONy  local,  when  violent,  kow .  it  ter- 
minates loa 

■**     '     t ,M,..^^  foon  produces  the  formation  of  puruleUt  mat" 

ter  loS 


INDEX. 

Jnfiajnmation  principal  intention  in  its  cure  p.  to'3 

Injedions,  ftyptic,  their  ufe,  in  dangerous  floodings  after 
delivery  264 

Jurin,  Dr.  hi^  calculation/concerning  the  fmall-pox  374  &  I« 
J?ifants^  feldom  born  with  the  variolous  eruption  389 


L. 


LOCHIA^  not  obftrufted  or  altered  in  t^uality  in  the  Child- 
bed Fever  5^ 

Levreff  his  opinion  concferning  the  production  of  Child-bed 
Fever  62 

his    obfervation   on   the    difappearance  of    milk 

64  &  feq, 

LocMa,  nature  of  this  difcharge,  fimilar  to  that  from  a 
■wound  7^ 

. when  obfl:ru(Sled,  not  the  caufe  of  Child-bed  Fever 

72 

"— when  obftrudled,  often  improperly  treated  73; 

habour  paiiiSy  their  effedt  on  the  vafcular  fyilem,  and  circu- 
lating blood  82 

Laxatives^  their  good  efFeft,  at  the  coming  of  the  milk 

129 

TJnimenfs,  volatile,  their  ufe  140  &  feq. 

Lind,  Dr.  his  method  of  deftroyin_g,  infection      151  &  feq. 

Lowerf  his  obfervation  on  the  reficient  power  of  animal 
broths  25'<? 

'Lez/rety  his  extraordinary  expedient  in  a  violent  flooding- 

26^ 

Ligatures  on  the  extremities,  their  pernicious  elTeCts  in 
floodings  284  &  feq. 

Legs,  to  be  plunged  into  cold  water,  in  profufe  and  dan- 
gerous floodings  301 

hamotte,  his  obfervation  on  preternatural  difcharges  of 
blood  frorathe  uterus  in  virgins  307 

MINUTES, 


INDEX. 

M. 
Jl^INUTES,  clinical,  how  to  be  colledled  for  the  hiftory 
of  a  difeafe  p.  12  &  feq. 

= -. pra<5lical  inferences,  arifing  from  them         13 

Medic'mes,  their  efFedl,  whether  good  or  badiliould  be  faith- 
fully fet  down  20 
Morbid  appearances^   after  death,  tend  to  illuftrate  the  hif- 
tory  of  difeafes                                                               ibid 
'•'            falfe  inferences  fometimes  arifing  from  them       2  r 
ISTilk^  fecretion  of,  interrupted  by  the  morbid  rigor  or  cold 
fit                                                                                  53  &  feq, 
':■   ■      its  qualities,  when  pure,  or  vitiated                         69 
' fever,  its  nature  and  caufe                              60  &  feq, 

• morbid  tranflation  of  6  2  &  feq. 

«—•  from  what  caufe,  depraved,  and  the  effe6l  it  then 

produces  on  the  habit  63  &  feq. 

■ not  fecreted  from  the  blood  6^ 

*— —  the  want  of  it  after  delivery,  the  effe^l  and  not  the 
caufe  of  Child-bed  Fever  68 

Matter,  purulent,  miflaken  for  coagulated  miUc  69 

Mortification y   internal,  its  fymptoms  95 

Matter,  purulent,  not  formed  without  a  preceding  inflam- 
mation loS 
iW^fi^ia/z^j,  efficacious,  dangerous  when  mifapplied         114 
M'liiture,  faline,  given  in  a  flate  of  efrervefcence,  its  effe^ls 

122 
Method,  prophylai^ic,  not  fufficiently  cultiyated  142 

ikTiai^ro;;/ of  Hofpitals,  inflrudlions  for  155  &  feq. 

Monro,  Dr.  Alex,  his  opinion  concerning  the  nutrition  of 
the  foetus  in  utero  239 

Membranes  J  including  the  child,  to  be  broken  in  floodJngs 

256 

Motion,  mufcular,  increafes  the  impulfe  of  blood   on  its 

vefTels  ,  263 

Il'Iam-iceai/^  his  obfervation  on  delivery  violently  effected 

302 
3  F  Mead; 


index; 

Mead,  Dr.  his  opinion  concerning  the  fmall-pox  39 1  &c  feq. 

N. 
NAUSEA,  a  fymptom  of  Child-bed  Fever  40 

Nei-voiis  influence,  greatly  diminilhed  in  difeafes  of  the  vif- 
cera  96 

Nttrfes,  their  duty  and  office  j^^ 

Nooriwyksy    his    opinion    concerning   the  placenta       266 

O. 

OMENTUM,  the  part  principally  afFedled  in  the  Child-bed 
Fever  9 

— : ^generally  inflamed  or  converted  into  a  curd- 
like pus  ibiii 
Opprefwn  of  the  prsecordia,  how  removed             42  et  feq. 
Opiates,  and  aftringents,   their  pernicious   effects,    in  the 
early  ftate  of  a  diarrhtea  "                                  l2Setfeql 
Odours,  their  extraordinary  power  in  particular  habits    148 
Opiates,  their  ul'e,  in  floodings,  attended  with  pain  and  irri-' 
tation              '       '  '           .•        ■          ■      ■  _^g-^ 

their  general  efFefts  282 

their  antifparmodic  poorer  330 

„ when  proper,  in  the  fmall-pox  381 

P. 

PHYSICIANS,  their  different  methods  of  pratTlice  in  the 
fame  difeafes,  and  why  '  i^ 

Tlague,  in  London,  its  mortality  remarkably  influenced  by 
the  Itate  of  the  air  at  different  periods    '  23 

Fulfe,  Hate  of  "  '  "     45  &  feq. 

Pai7i,  from  the  pit  of  the  ftomach  to  the  navel,  a  danger- 
ous fymptom  in  Child-bed  fever'        '  ,  5a 

JhlUnns,  wife  of,  not  affected  v/ith  the  Qiild-bed  fever, 

and  why  63 

Fulfe,  why  quick  and  weak  in  Child-bed  Fever  96 

= — '~ indications  to  be  taken  from  it,  in  reip e<Sl  to  bleeding 

'  '      '  ■  '■       ■      'loS&ieqf. 

Feu,  his  obfervations  on  the  effe(5l  of  putrid  eflluvia       149 


INDEX, 

Vr'isflley,  Dr.  his  difcoveries  on  the  qualities  of  diiFeretit 

forts  of  air,  and  of  vegetable  effluvia  p.  i5'3 

Petechia,  putrid  .and  inflammatory,  marks  of  their  diftinc- 

tion,  and  method  of  treatment  230  et  feq. 

Fatients,  account  of  thofe  delivered,  and  of  thofe  who  died 

in  the  WejlminjUr  Lying-ifi  Hofphal  233etfeq. 

Placenta,  its  ftrudlure  and  attachment  to  the    uterus 

237  eb  feq. 

< admits  of  a  two-fold  circulation  ibid.  &  feq» 

its  umbilical  vefTels  freely  anaftomofe  240 

•    ■'        —  feparated   in   part  from  the   uteru?,     does  not 

again  adhere  247 

Puzos,  his  method  of  practice  in  floodings  252 

Place7ita,  obfervations  on  its  exclufion,  &c.  260  et  feq. 

Prejfure,  gentle,  on  the  belly,  its  effedl  in  floodings  after 

delivery  262 

Pediluvhmi,  its  effe<?i:s  288  et  feq. 

Pulfe^  its  frequency,  in  what  proportion  to  refpiration  29 S 
Pains,  why  periodical  299 

Puberty,  its  efFe(5ls  on  the  general  habit  3 1 2 

Plenck,  his  preparation  of  mercury,  its  efFecls  324 

Pi«;^-/-0(j/,  Indian,   its  anthelmintic  qualities  324 

PraClitioners,  young,  enthufiafts  in  phylic,  cautions  to  tliem 

330 
fleiirify,  women  lefs  fubjeft  to  it  than  men,  and  why  353 

• when  complicated  with  the  peripneumony      354 

Piilfe,  flate  of,  in  pleurify  ibid. 

Pojf,  fmall,  their  treatment  375  &  feq. 

— I in  gravid  women,  often  mortal  ibid, 

Phrenfy,  the  3d  day  from  the  eruption,  an  alarming  fyrap- 

tom  3  79 

— how  to  be  treated  ibid. 

Purples^  their  nature,  differqnce  and  method  of  treatment 

380 

Purgatives,  in  the  fmall-pox,  when,  ncceflary  381 

Placijita^  its  ve^Tels,  endued  \\'ith  an  ele^^ve  power         392 

3  F  3  REMB^ 


INDEX. 

R. 

jHEMEDIES,  powerful^  oppofition  of  fcntimcnts  concern-' 
ing  their  ufe  p.  14  et  feq.- 

Reader,  often  prefented  with  a  naedley  of  reality  and  fiction 
inftead  of  plain  fails  1 7 

Ri'fpiration^  interrupted  and  defultory  in  Ghild-bed  Fever 

Si 

Rigor,  generally  fucceeded  by  fever,  proportioned  to  its 
violence  8  J 

— ^ its  violence  and  duration  to  be  diminifliecf  1 1 3 

Regimen,  hot,  pernicious  in  the  Child-bed  Fever  132 

Remarks  on  Cafe  the  ift  and  2d  of  that  difeafe     i6'3  etfeq. 
Reigimen,  heatings  its  danger  in  flooding  cafes  248 

Remedies  J  their  falutary  effefts,  depend  upon  their  proper 
application  3  3 1 

their  ailion  on  the  human  body  limited         ibid« 

j^t^/^ir^/zf?;^,  obfervation  on,- in  the  pleurify  355 

S. 

SFECULATWE  men,  thek  opinions  influenced  by  educa- 
tion and  cuftom  14 

Sjmpicmis,  pathognomonic,  to  be  diftinguifhed  from  thofe 
which  are  accidental  l^ 

Syienha^n^  his  obfervatron  concerning  the  lochia  22 

Sweats,,  moft  falutary,  when  univerfal  44 

—  partial,  the  efFe^  of  febrile  anxiety,  and"  unattend- 
ed with  relief  45; 

S-d}sUing  of  the  belly,  daring  the  diarrhceav  and  fucceedhig 
the  pain  extending  froKJthe  flomach  to  the  nxvel,  a  mor- 
tal fign  51  etfeq^ 

Svjieten^-  Baron  Van,  affigns  the  eanfe  of  Child-bed  Fever 

iS 

Suckling  after  delivery ,  why  diredled  at  Weftrainfter  LyiAg- 
in  Hofpital  67 

Swelling  mortal,  of  the  belly>  not  owing  to  ah-  in  the 
bow^els,  but  to^  its  putrid  expanfion  in  the  abdomen        91 

"— =-^  proved  by  the  difleclion  of  morbid  bodies        ibid 

Salt» 


I    N    D    E    X.» 

Salt!,  allcaline,  tlieir  power  to  correft  rancid  bile  124  et  C 
S/defda?u,  his  opinion  concerning  the  difeafes  of  Child-bedl 

women  143 

Sahittthf  extraordinary  inftaiice  of  a  flooding  related  by 

him  268 

Styptics^  their'  manner  of  adlingy  and  pernicious  efie^  in 

floodings  273etfeq, 

Sedatives,  their  falutary  effects  in  haemorrhages  278 

Stepheiifon,  Dr.  his  eflay  on  the  eiFecfl  of  heat  and  cold    287 

« 1—  his  experiment  with  the  pediluvium  288 

Sivkten,  baron  Van,  his  obfervation  on  the  eiFe(5l  of  coid 

applied  to  the  feet  291  &  ieq 

Syyjtptoms,  denoting  immediate  danger  in  floodings  303  if.  C 
Scrvms,  his  obfervation  on  ftiorbid  bodies  dying  of  the  pleil- 

rify  SJS 

Sxvleien,  baron  Van,  his  obfervation  on  the  treatmerit  of  i3^ 

fmall-pox  '  373  &  feqf. 

Sy-denhmuj  his  method  of  pra<5lice  in  the  fmall-pox 

377etrc:i§. 

t. 

7HIRST,  its  degree  in  Child-bed  Fever  44 

Tongue^  its  appearance  JbiJ 

^ympanitss  oj 

Topical  application  of  cold  to  the  feet,  its  d5e6t  29s 

— — ■ —  inference  from  it  ibid 

Tree  J  bulgewater,  its  bark,  a  vermifuge  32^ 

VTERVS,  not  affected  in  Child-bed  Fever  53 

Urincy  fmall  in  quantity  and  high  coloured  in  the  beginning, 
fometimes  depofited  a  chalky  fediment  in  Child-bed  Fe- 
ver 55 

Viirin,  inflammation  of,  its  fymptoms  confounded  with 
thofe  of  Child-bed  Fever  7^ 

— ■- inflammation  of,   produces  an   obftruclion  of  the 

lachiz,  and  vice  verfa  77 

Uternif 


index; 

Uferust,  except   fuceeeJed  by  gangrene,  feldom  mortal 

p.  78 
Vifcera^  abdominal,  wtiy  liable  to  inflammation  after  deli- 
very 79  et  feq. 
VegetahlcSy  aromatic,  their  infufion,  recommended  to  di- 
minifh  the  rigor  or  cold  fit  85 
ViKegar^  fleam  of,  its  good  effecH:  222 
Vegetables  and  animals,  their  analogy  240 
Vehiy  umbilical,  its  abforbing  power  241 
Uterus,  elFeft  of  its  c6ntra6lion  after  delivery  in  floodings 

246 

— '  difeafed,  figns  of  309 

Uriney  retention  of,  Ibmetrmes  produces  couvulfions      322 

bloody,  in  the  fmall-pox,  a  mortal  fign  380 

Vegetables^  their  juices  changed,  by  palling  through  dif- 
ferent drainers  393 

W. 

WEATHER,  an  account  of  33  et  feq. 

Warmth^  long  continued  after  death,  its  caufe  232 

Whytt,  Dr.  his  obfervations  on  the  effedls  of  opium        280 
Weather-wife,  whom  thus  affefled  299 

Water,  cold,  iprihg,  its  liberal  ufe  recommended  in  flood- 

ings  300 

— - — —  adminiftered  with  fuccefs  by  Hoffman  ibid 

Wejbmnjler  Lying-in  Hofpital,   patients  delivered  at,  how 

treated  in  floodingS  ibid 

Water,  vegeto-mineral  of  Goulard  309  et  feq. 

Waters  of  Tunbridge  and  Spa,  when  falutary  310 

Wo7nen  of  irritable  habits,  moil  fubje6l  to  convulfions 

312  et  feq. 
Y. 

TOUNG,  Dr.  his  treatife  on  opium  recommended          sEr 
Xelkwnefs  of  the  ftin,  attending  convulfions  340 
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